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Robeson Gives ‘Othello Great Power, 
Starring in Revival with White Troupe 








By RUDOLPH ELIE, JR. 
Boston, Aug. 11. 

Last night (Monday) in Cam- 
bridge, at the Brattle Hall summer 
theatre, when Paul Robeson took 
the stage in Shakespeare’s ‘Othello,’ 
it was the first time in America a 
Negro ever played the role of that 
towering giant of tragedy with a 
white company in support. It was 
also the first time in modern times 
that the incredibly powerful tale of 
the insensate jealousy of a man 
goaded beyond endurance by the 
fancied infidelity of his wife ever 
really made sense. And it was, 
moreover, the first time that this 
fanatically recalcitrant drama, which 
has confounded actors, critics and 
public alike for three centuries, 
ever appeared to be headed for 
financial success. It is absolutely 
tremendous with the audience. This, 
incidentally, is 
Rosebon has done ‘Othello’; he first 

(Continued on page 61) 


Opening Spotlight Club 
(Liquor in Lockers Only) 
For New York Stay-Ups 


New York 





counterpart of Wash- 


ington, D. C.’s ‘Spotlight Club,’ 
which caters to musicians, etc., in 
the early morning hours, will be} 


opened within a month. 
cluding Goldie, headwaiter 
Lincoln hotel, 
quired the space formerly occupied 
by the Mirador nitery at 52d street 
and 7th avenue. 


at the 


No liquor is sold under the ‘Spot- | 


light’s’ method of operation and New 
York spot will work similarly, be- 
cause of ABC regulations re clos- 
ing hours. However, each member 
is assigned a locker in which spirits 
are stored. Club supplies soda and 
ice 


BERLIN TURNING OVER 
$500,000 10; ARMY FUND 





Irving Berlin will turn over $500,- | 


000 to the Army Emergency Relief 
Fund next week as the first install- 
ment from ‘This Is the Army.’ Spec- 
tacularly successful all-soldier show, 
now in its sixth week on Broadway, 
will make a five-month road tour, 
adding tremendously to the profits, 
following its windup in New York, 
set for Aug. 29. 

Half of the lusty melon which 


Berlin will turn over to the AER | 


in a formal ceremony next week 
Tepresents Warner Bros.’ $250,000 
down payment for screen rights. | 
Additional coin is being held in re- 
serve for emergencies and wiil be 
turned over later. 

Comparatively little income from 

(Continued on page 63) 
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A&P Coin for Pix? 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Henry Huntington (Hunts) Hart- 
ford III, Hollywood playboy, is re- 
ported going serious and investing 
part of his A&P inheritance in the 
production of motion pictures. 
Understood he has contacted Uni- 
versal with the idea of producing a 
musical with a budget of $700,000. 


Middle East Troops 
Neglected on Films, 
Sez War Correspondent 








Louis Fischer, the war correspon- 





not the first time| 


Group in- | 


New York, has ac- | 


| player. In 


dent and political author 


included a seven-day sojourn 
Gandhi in India, reports an alarm- 








AAW FILM ISSUE 
TONO. 1 FILM FAN 


a 


Proposed WPB Rationing of 
Entertainment Believed 
Primarily Due to Army- 
Navy Requirements Which 
Industry Heads Concede' 
Must Come First — How- | 
ever, Fail to Understand | 
High Estimates 








DISTRIBUTION FAULTY?) 





Motion picture company heads 
are considering bringing the raw 
film conservation problem directly 
to President Roosevelt, one of the | 
most ardent film fans in the country, 





who re-| for adjudication if the various ele- 
turned last week from an eight-week | ments in the War Production Board | films, Garson Kanin went back inte | 


trip through the Middle East which | 
with | rationing 


drastic 
type 


carrying through 
regulations of a 


insist on 


| which industry heads believe would 


| film stock includes the use of nitro- 
| 
cellulose, a 


the American troops in Africa and} 
| India. 

‘Their living quarters are excel- 
lent,’ said Fischer, ‘but they have 
very, very few books, magazines and 


| games and little or no entertainment. 
Not one 186 mm. movie projector. 
| They would be eternally grateful for 
anything they could get and can’t 
understand why nothing has come 
through.’ 

A check with the following agen- 
cies revealed that: WSO - Camp 
Shows can send .entertainment only | 
where and when the Army and/} 
Navy request it; the USO 
lable and willing to service Ameri-| 
can servicemen Overseas but is still 
waiting for the brasshats to give 
ithem the gun; the U. S. Army Motion | 
Picture Service does provide 16 mm 
equipment and film, including Hol-| 
lywood product, for the troops over- 
seas but, for obvious could 
not discuss its service in 


reasons, 


ifor entertainment 

| primarily to Army 
| requirements 
|that essential war materials are con- 


| 
| 
} 
| 


is ready, 


Africa and 


| India. 

| In India, Fischer reported, the} 
teen-age youngsters like and want 
more of our Hollywood films because 
the native-made pix do not have 


kissing sequences since osculation is 
| tabpoed. 
| 
| 
' 





Hines’ Music Really Sends | 
"Em — Into the Hospital 


Music may have its soothing | 
}charms—but not the way Earl 
(Father) Hines’ band plays it. When 
|Hines starts to swing, so do the pa- 
trons, only they swing with razors, 
bottles and fists. , 
Last week Hines played two col- 
ored dances and the net result was 








| the OWI was doing its best to push | U, S. 
| 
| 


| 
} 


ing lack of recreational facilities for} seriously hurt the business. 


Though the manufacture of raw 


employed . in 
that the 


, at Alea 
in use of films 


substance 
explosives, it is reported 
pressure for reduction 
purposes is due 
and Navy film; 
rather than the fact 
sumed in picture production and dis- 
tribution. 

Army-Navy film needs admittedly 
come first, but opinion within the 
trade is that their estimates are 
so hign that it would appear as if 

(Continued on page 61) 


| couldn't 


} 
‘with 


(Kiepura Doesnt Know Own Strength, 
Especially When He s Scene-Stealing 





Too Prophetic 


Newark, Aug. 11. 

Branford’s prophetic ads in local 
papers came in for plenty of chuckles. 
Referring to Ann Sheridan, blurbs 
stated, ‘She doesn’t want to set the 
world on fire—but gosh, how can 
| she help it? 

House yanked the ad next day— 
| after a fire at the theatre. 








Kanin Decides It’s 
Easier to Fight War 
With Guns Than Films 








Refusing to accept a commission | 
lor have anything further to do with | 


the Army last week. He joined he 
enlisted ranks at Camp Upton, N, Y. 

Kanin was drafted into the Army | 
well over a year ago from Holly- 
wood, where he was a director for 
RKO. He was assigned to the Train- 
ing Film Production Unit at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J. Life was made 
uncomfortable by Army protocol 
that prevented him from doing a | 
complete job as a director inasmuch | 
was only an enlisted man and 
boss higher ranks around 
Other complications of the Army’s 
way of doing things also made him 
unhappy, until he was mustered out 
those over 28. 

He immediately went into the Of- 
fice for Emergency Management 

(Continued on page 63) 


as he 





American People Getting ‘Newsrotic 


'Man-Bites-Dog Human Interest Handouts Not Ade- 
quate Sub for Factual War News, Audience Told 


Seattle, 

Radio discussed ‘The Role 
Press in War’ last week when nll. ri-| 
ca’s Town Meeting of the Air visited} 
Seattle. Some salty remarks eed 
| heard over the Blue network, not- | 


ably from S. H. Lewis, publisher of 
small town northwest paper, | 
oie said the public was getting | 


‘newsrotic’ and ‘waiting around for 
| bad news.’ 

He also referred to news hand- | 
outs as one part news and nine 
parts rot. Gardner Cowles, now with | 
the Office of War Information, 
cut in from Washington to say that| 


some facts through the bureaucratic | 


| bottleneck and he bespoke the ‘natu- 


'one riot and one wounded saxophone | 
| civilians and the military on what 


Cambridge, Mass., 


'Wednesday (5) Hines lured 

|colored dancers into the Elks Hall 

—and then it tork two police di- 
(Continued on page 16) 


1,200 | 


‘adventure stuff and too little aes) 


ral difference of opinion between 


news should be released.’ 


too much man-bites-dog individual | 


(Continued on page 61) 


|staff there, 





There was | 





..FETEING INS NEWSMEN 
ON SABOTEUR SCOOP 


Joe Connolly, head 
tional News Service, 
luncheon tomorrow (Wednesday) at 
|the Waldorf-Astoria hotel, N. Y., in 





| honor of William K. Hutchinson, | 
in Wash- |} 
of the | 


head of the INS bureau 
ington, and Jack Vincent, 
who were chiefly re- 
sponsible for the 24-hour scoop by 


was |INS on the punishment for the eight 


saboteurs who landed in the 
from submarines. At the 

luncheon, Connolly will announce 

special rewards for both men. 

The scoop was the result of the 
coordinated effort of the entire INS 
Washington bureau, but Vincent and 
Hutchinson did the major job. It 
was entirely the result of good re- 
(Continued on page 62) 


Nazi 


selves from 


of Interna- | 
is tossing a} 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Jan Kiepura, Polish tenor, flung 
Gladys Swarthout so violently to 
the ground during a Fortune Gallo 
pefformance of ‘Carmen’ here Sat- 
urday night (8) that the mezzo was 
knocked nearly unconscious. The 
event almost halted the opera but 
after recovery of her breath Miss 
Swarthout went on with the per- 
formance. 

Repercussions to the incident may 
or may not develop. The incident 
is embarrassing to Kiepura because 
of his previous feuding with Miss 
Swarthout dating back. to a picture 
they made jointly for Paramount. 

Aithough rated one of the great 
tenors of the world Kiepura has the 
reputation for resenting all ‘other 
artists who attempt to protect them- 
his scene-stealing and 
general domineering manner on the 
stage. He is the despair of conduc- 
tors, too, because of hfs over-holding 
of high notes and general mugging 
regardless of the score or direction, 


Believe Cut-Kate Legit 
Hurts $3 B.0.; Patrons 


May Wait for Bargains 





Policy of halving prices of hits 
after they have scored long runs on 
Broadway is a matter of discussion 


among showmen Some argue that 
if $3.30 top shows regularly drop to 
$1.65, the general reaction among 
playgoers may be to wait for the 


cuts, with the result that current ut- 


tendance will be dented. That has 
held true in the film biz for years, 
many patrons waiting until pictures 
get out of the deluxes and into the 
nabes at lower scales. 

There are three shows on the list 


at $1.65 top out of the current 18. 
Claudia’ i playing an extended 
repeat at the St. James at that price, 
while ‘My Sister Eileen,” which 
from the Biltmore to the Beck 
recently, dropped the top to the 
same level. Result was a jump of 
ximately $3,000, repeating the 


moved 


appr¢ 


record of “The Women’ several years 
ago when that play reduced prices 
similarly. Both were produced by 
Max Gordon. ‘Eileen’ has also 


(Continued on page 16) 


See Tommy Dorseys 





Baltimore, Aug. 11. 

Tommy Dorsey and his divorced 
wife Mildred (Toots) Dorsey are on 
their way toward a reconciliation. 
She has been with him on several 
| dates recently with the band, and is 
now at the Hipp theatre here where 
the outfit is playing. 
| Pair separated aimost two years 
'ago, and last spring Mrs. Dorsey se- 
cured a quiet divorce. They have 
itwo children 
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Ex-Broadwayites Suckers for The 
Soil: Modern Version of Man With Hoe 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Maybe it is that those sophisti- 
cates from Broadway come out here, 
get hit over the brow with a hot 
California sun and never fully re- | 
cover. Maybe it’s the subconscious | 
yearning for the soil on the part of | 
gents whose only previous experi- | 
ence with same was when they | 
washed it out of their ears. 

Anyhow, it’s an old story now 
that the sybarite of recent estate 
who sat around Reuben’s acquiring 
an incandescent tan over a beaker 
of coffee and the latest in free style, 
Graeco-Roman, tall story telling is 
an invariable sucker for the back- 
to-nature business; that is, once it’s 
fully presented to his wistful gaze. 
The only thing new about it right | 
now is that even those brittle, hard- | 
shell citizens who lead and manage | 
bands are going for it, making the | 
off-the-macadam and on-to-the- 
greensward situation well nigh con- ' 
clusive. 

Still Diehard Refugees 

Of course there are still diehard 
refugees from Broadway who con- 
tinue to cling, with deluded happi- 
ness, to their comfortable way of 
life. One of these is Damon Run- 
yon, who is understood to be en- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Jolson’s Caribbean Tour 
Of Army Bases Reminds 
Him of 3-a-Day Pan Time 


Al Jolson went back to the Pan 
time on his Caribbean tour of U. S. 
Army camps and bases, playing 
three-a-day in as many spots, trans- 
ported by bomber planes, sometimes 
under hazardous circumstances, to 
entertain groups that ranged as high 
as 2,500 in one spot, and as low as 
125 in another. He covered dozens 
of spots on his three-week jaunt. 

Having played the hot and cold | 
circuits, as he calls them, he found | 
the Caribbean bases (Trinidad, Cu- | 
racao, Panama and many secret for- | 
tified islands, which cannot 











than when playing the Alaskan igloo 
belt. With Martin Freed, his ac- 
companist, whose expenses he de- 


frays personally, the star concludes | 


that he was right in not going to 
London and Ireland, and in deciding 
to bring some entertainment to the 
U. S. boys stationed in the tropics. 
They haven’t seen any live shows 
for some time, and Jolson’s advent 
became the big thing of the camp 
for weeks in advance. 

Mrs, Sally Osmon Rowe, Regimen- 
tal Hostess at one camp, perhaps 
summarized the reaction best by 


writing Jolson, ‘Allow me to say on | 


behalf of all the soldiers of the 33d 
Infantry that your coming here is 
quite the most wonderful thing that 


has ever happened to us, and we| 
think you're tops, not only as a per- | 


former, but as a person. We unani- 
mously elect you Public Morale 
Lifter No. 1 of the U. S. Army... .’ 


DAN HEALY IMPROVING 





+ 
By DAVIS J. WALSH | 
| 


be | 
fused. 
named) even more adventuresome | 





Rex Bell in Politics 


Reno, Aug. 11. 

Rex Bell, husband of one-time 
film star Clara Bow, is entertaining 
Nevada politics. He is running for 
commissioner of Clark county, 
Nevada 

The Bells own a ranch near Las 
Vegas. 


Jacques Wolfe Puzzled 
By Robeson’s Song Nix 


Bridgton, Me., Aug. 3. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 
Paul Robeson’s refusal to sing 
‘Glory Road’ at the Robin Hood Dell 








on the grounds that the song is an} 


‘insult to the entire Negro race 
comes as a great surprise to me, to 
say the least. Mr. Robeson is entitled 
to his opinion as to whether the song 
is a good or bad song. He does not 
have to sing it if he doesn’t want to. 
but I think that both the people who 
clamored for ‘Glory Road’ at Robin 
Hood Dell and the composer are in 
the dark as to why this song, which 
has been a favorite with the Ameri- 
can public for so many years is ‘an 
insult to the entire Negro race.’ 

Mr. Robeson did not say whether 
he objected to the words or the mu- 
sic, or both. This is all the more sur- 
prising to me, in view of the fact 
that Mr. Robeson was practically re- 
sponsible for the publication of 
‘Glory Road.’ 

Back in 1928, Paul Robeson was 
the first one to hear ‘Glory Road.’ I 
played it for him myself. He not 
only expressed approval of my song 
at that time, but wrote to one of the 
Schirmers recommending it highly 
as a number worthy of publication. 
‘Glory Road’ and two other Negro 
songs were subsequently published. 

As an expression of appreciation I 


| dedicated the song to Mr. Robeson, 


and his name has appeared on every 
copy of ‘Glory Road’ since its publi- 
cation. The latter was published in 
1929. . 

So you see, Mr. Editor, I am con- 
I cannot imagine why ‘Glory 
| Road’ was all right with Mr. Robe- 
ison in 1928 and now suddenly be- 
| comes ‘an insult to the entire Negro 
| race.’ 

Paul Robeson certainly knows my 
attitude towards the Negro race. 


I have recently sent him my new | 


song, ‘The Ballad of John Brown,’ 


















BUY 


UNITED 


STATES 
WAR 











It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 


Buy war savings bonds or 


stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 








Phoney ‘Steinbeck’. Proves 
In Pitt That All Is Not 
Pulitzer That Glitters 


Pittsburgh,” Aug. 11. 

Pittsburgh's arty circles went hook, 
line and sinker last week for a guy 
named Harry Dankert, of Philadel- 
phia, who came to town, introduced 
himself as John Steinbeck, the au- 
thor, and had the time of his life 
for five or six days. The scene of 
most of Dankert’s operations was 
the Studio of the Theatre, a local 
dramatic school, operated by Jane 
Ellen Ball. 

He told Miss Ball he had heard 
of her work and wanted to talk to 
her about taking over the manage- 
ment of his Van Nuys, Calif., ‘ex- 
perimental playhouse.’ Not only did 
‘Steinbeck’ decide that Miss Ball 
was exactly the woman for the job, 
but he gave her a check for $2,500 
to seal] the bargain. At the Studio 
of the Theatre he also met E. Reeves 
Cochran, a local playwright, ard 


(Continued on page 54) 





{| LEFT MY FEET AT THE 


STAGE DOOR CANTEEN’ 


By PAULA VICTOR 
(CBS Actress) 
I left my feet at the Stage Door Can- 
teen. 
them 
marine. 





I left there with a dancing 


which deals with the life and death| He kept me hopping nightly 


of the man who fought to liberate | Till all ten toes were gone. 





{I explained to Mr. Robeson 


the Negro from slavery. The text of | Then I said ‘No’ politely 
this song expresses my views clearly.| And he caught on. 
that|I must go back to my daily routine 


|‘John Brown’ had been rejected by And every actress knows what that 


| reactionary elements in the broad-| 
}casting studios because of the fact In hunting jobs, feet play a part. 
that the song was too sympathetic to| I’ve two 


| 
| the Negro and that there might be 


| repercussions from the South, ete. 
| Jacques Wolfe. 


will mean. 


strikes on 
start. 

I left mine at the Stage Door Can- 
teen. 


me from the 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT : 


By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, Aug. 1}. 

Here I am back in Hollywood where the sun always shines—when it 
comes out. 4 love Hollywood! Where else can a guy drive up to your 
house in a Dusenberg and borrow ten dollars. My mother and I played 
knock-rummy all the way in on the train—is my head sore from her 
whacking it each time she won. 

Funny thing happened. Twelve guys tried to crawl into my sleeping 
quarters by mistake—they must have thought it was the ‘berth’ of a 
mation. The porter asked if he should wake me in the morning. I said: 
‘No, I always get up at 6." He replied: ‘In that case, wake me.’ The next 
morning I walked into the diner for some food and ordered a herring, As 
I was about to eat the fugitive from Lindy’s, he looked up at me and 
said: ‘Hey, Berle, when we get to the Coast, can you get me a screen 
test?’ 

I walked into the club car to relax a bit and I was surprised to see the 
innovation they now have there—up-to-date magazines. I picked up 
a copy of Esquire and really got a shock—not once in the whole edition 
did I see a cartoon of a stenographer sitting on the boss’s lap. Walked 
into the bar and saw a guy so tight from drinking Napoleon brandy his 
Waterloo met him. One guy had so many drinks under his belt his belt 
was staggering. 

The train finally pulled into Los Angeles and there was a terrific crowd 
there to meet me—300 bookmakers and a friend. When my mother got 
off the train, everybody let out an exclamation—they had never seen 
platinum luggage before. My colored chauffeur, who is a great friend of 
Rochester, met me at the train and said: ‘I'm glad you're not Rochester— 
it’s too tough working for a comedian." 

My colored boy has discovered a great way to conserve the tires on 
his own car—he uses mine. When I got home my wife Joyce greeted 
me with a big kiss and said: ‘Honey, the three of us will be so happy here 
in our new home—you, I and the gag file.’ 

It was great to be home. A lot of things have changed since I left. I 
have a higher class of gophers .living in my lawn. 

My wife hired a new cook and her food is really something to talk 
about. I wish there was something about the food I could eat. I un- 
dressed and put on my swimming trunks. I walked out to my pool and 
dove in—how many times must I tell my butler that a cup of water isn’t 
sufficient to go diving in. I have a lovely pocl—it’s the only one of its 
kind with cuffs. I walked over to a tree in my garden and took an apple. 
As I was about to bite into it a worm stuck his head out and said: ‘Get 
one of your own, jerk, this is mine.’ 

My brother (the one who's made a career out of counting my money) 
lived at my house while I was away. He made $800 renting my bedroom 
out to ‘okies’. Went to 20th-Fox to confer on my new picture, ‘Over My 
Dead Body,’ and met the writer—-a three-time academy award winner for 
embalming. I learned that they’ve padded my part in this picture. I 
play a corpse for three reels instead of two. The scenes where I play a 
corpse take place in a night club, so I get to wear a formal sheet (from 
the song, “Three’s a Shroud’). 

I can see that from now on all my fan mail will come to me via the 
Dead Letter Office. I just learned that my leading lady will be lovely 
Lynn Bari—that’s the kind of ‘dishes’ they should give away in theatres. 

Walked down Vine street and 10 touches later ran into Maxie Rosen- 
bloom. Maxie looked nude—he didn’t have a racing form in his hand, 
But he was very happy. He just passed a test for his Eagle Scout badge. 

I saw a guy lying in the gutter holding on to the curb. I said: ‘Are you 
hurt buddy?’ ‘Are you kidding,’ he yelled. ‘I’m holding this parking place 
for a friend!’ A panhandler approached me for a handout. I told him I 
didn’t have any change, but would give him something the next time we 
met—so he made me sign a promissory note. 

Saw Ben Lessy, whose former partner, Julie Oshins, is killing them in 
‘This Is the Army.’ Benny tells me that he met an actress who was so 
wealthy, when she stuck a knife in a friend’s back it was made of sterling 
silver. . 

Saw a producer walk by with his latest protegee—she was in the mink 
of condition. Strolled into the Derby and noticed they had a new way 
of hanging the caricatures. If you're a star they hang you at the bottom 
of the wall. A featured player half way up. A character actor at the top. 
What a job going up to the roof each time to see my picture. The place 
was crowded with all kinds of celebrities. That’s anybody owning a 
tuxedo outright. The place was so jammed I sat on Bob Cobb's lap—corn 
on the Cobb. 


Former Burley PA. _ 7-STORY FALL FATAL TO 
Scripts G-String Pic GUY WONDERS IN D. ¢ 








Hollywood, Aug. ll. | Washington, Aug. 11 


yuy Tor -s, district manager 

; ; : | Guy L. Wonders, district manz 
rai Rice, authoress of eight . artagr 
pao : of the Warner Bros. theatres in 
murder novels and onetime press Maryland, lower Pennsylvania and 


agent for burlesque. has been signed | West Virginia, “died early Monday 
ad . 
by Hunt Stromberg to write the 


' (10) as the result of a fall or plunge 
script on the Gypsy Rose Lee yarn, | from the seventh story offices of the 
‘G-String Murders.’ 


| circuit in the Earle theatre building, 
re “ 

All of Stromberg’s story properties Washington. He had been workin 
are now in the writing mill. 


The |in his office late Sunday night, and 


FOLLOWING OPERATION 


Dan Healy was suddenly stricken 
at his home in Jackson Heights, 
L. I, Friday (7) and an emergency 
operation for ulcers of the stomach 
was performed at the Physicians 
Hospital in that neighborhood. He 
was in critical condition over the 
weekend, but was reported some- 
what improved Tuesday (11), but is 
still under an oxygen tent. 

A number of* transfusions were 
made, patient having lost much 
blood through a hemorrhage before 
being rushed to the hospital. Half 
a dozen soldiers in ‘This Is the 
Army,’ in which Healy was appear- 
ing at the Broadway, N. Y.,olun- 
teered a:qi Sergeant David Wurzel 
was chosen. Irving Berlin is re- 
ported having ordered that no ex- 
pense be spared in the hospitaliza- 
tion, same coming from Bill Duffy 
and John Hogan, two of Healy’s 
Broadway pals. 

Healy was to have started a radio 
program on WMCA, Monday (10), 
but this was indefinitely nostpone 1. 
Will Morrissey will substitute for 
him at Oe6etjin’'s cafe, Brooklyn. 
where he was m.c. An understudy | 
is- filing in at the ‘Army’ show. 











ABBOTT and COSTELLO 
Now On National Release 
In “PARDON MY SARONG” 


A Mayfair Production—Universal Pictures Release 
Under Personal Management of EDWARD SHERMAN 





other two are ‘Dishonored Lady, 
which John Meehan is writing, and | 
‘Guest in the House,’ being scripted | 
by James Gunn. 





CLIMATE, RADIO WEAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Max Gordon will have to find 
someone else for the top comedy 
role in George S. Kaufman's ‘Frank- 
lin Street.” Groucho Marx has de- 


cided to pass up the stage for a time. 
It’s either California’s climate or 

a half dozen radio offers. that 

prompted him to change his mind. 





Fonda’s Victory Short 
Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
First of three Victory shorts on 
the 20th-Fox patriotic program for 


1942-43 calls for Henry Fonda as 

star, Eugene O’Neili as producer and 

Will Price as director and scripter. 
In addition to handling the top 





irative over the 


role, Fonda is assigned to do a nar- 
sound track. 


just before 11 p.m. spoke to the night 
telephone operator. About an hour 
tater his body crashed into the alley 
in the rear of the theatre, striking 
'the automobile of Fred Thomas, man- 
lager of the Earle theatre. Presum- 
ably he had fallen from the fire es- 
cape, reaching it through the room 
| adjoining his office. 

In his capacity as production man- 
ager of the Earle, Wonders had 
| booked and played some 5,000 vaude- 
ville acts. Four years ago he relin- 
| quished this post to Harry Anger, 
and took up the division post in 
charge of 12 houses. About a month 
ago his wife, Blanche, died, and he 
had brooded over this misfortune. 
Recently his health had been poor. 
At Warner Bros. offices, the suppo- 
sition is that he went out on the fire 
escape for fresh air and accidentally 
toppled over. 

Wonders had been associated with 
| theatre operation for 39 years. He 
came to the Warner Bros. home of- 
fices after service in Atlantic City. 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. He was 
an active member of the Variety 
Clab, Tent No. 11. 

Survived by a dajghter, Mrs. 
Stevens Porter, with whom he lived 
at Bethesda, Md., and a sister, Mrs 
| Beatrice Bock, of Baltimore. Fu- 
'neral services were held yesterdas 
'(11) in Washington. 
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H'weod’s Fearless 15’ Stunters Crave 
More. Action, Drift to War Fronts 


—> 








Hollywood, Aug. 11. 


That strange but tight little group 
of Hollywood performers—the ‘ooh- 
oh’ guys who are in pictures to be 
seen and not heard; to proxy un- 
known and double in falls—seldom 
have been more than 15 in number 
and are due soon to grow fewer. But 
not through injury or death. The 
fact is that, strictly due to the war, 
there may be a shortage of stunt 
men, too in Hollywood. 

Led by Bud Wolfe, one of the top 
hands of this peculiar sect, they are 
entering the armed forces, with no 
adequate replacements at hand, since 
it takes upward of five years to make 
an acceptable and accepted stunt 
man in pictures. Parenthetically, it 
may be explained in this connection 
that it isn’t the man Hollywood is 
worried about; it’s the equipment he 
might smash. 

In consequence, he has to be so 
deft with the disorder he creates that 
he seldom injures anything of impor- 
tance, even himself; the announced 

(Continued on page 60) 





Duncan Sisters Discover 
Nitery Debts Were Like 
Topsy—They ‘Growed’ 


Reno, Nev., Aug. 11. 

The closing of the Duncan Sisters’ 
(Topsy and Eva) River House was 
far less auspicious than its opening. 
The girls left town leaving local 
crediturs singing their old theme 
song, ‘I’m Following You.’ 

Suit was filed against the sisters 
and Frank Herman in JPistrict Court 
by Sewell’s United Stores, Inc., a 
grocery concern, for the collection 
of $381.30, and also by the Nevada 
State Unemployment Compensation 
Division, which claimed the sisters 
failed to make payments amount- 
ing to more than $900. 


PABST BEER WEIGHS 
PAT O'BRIEN SHOW 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
is reported interested 








Pabst beer 


in idea show built around Pat 
O’Brien by Vick Knight of BIOW 
agency. 


Other talent includes Six Hits and 
Miss and Felix Mills Music. 


Old War Wound Benches 


Renoir on Durbin Pic 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 


Jean Renoir stepped out as director 
of the Deanna Durbin starrer, ‘For- 
ever Yours,’ after 47 days of shooting 
at Universal, and Bruce Manning, 
producer, took over the directing job 
for the duration of the picture. 


Studio spokesman explained that 
an old leg wound, sustained in World 
War No. 1, had come back to plague 
Renoir during the two weeks of bat- 
tle scenes. Manning announced that 
he had taken over the directorship 
temporarily, with the expectation 
that Renoir would return for the 
final scenes, 


Meantime, Renoir has gone to 
— Hopkins Hospital in Annap- 
olis 


Shirley Off and On (?) 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Shirley Temple winds up her Proc- 
ter & Gamble (Dreft) series on CBS 
Aug. 26, but Ed Wolfe, who sold the 
current setup to P & G, is reported 
to have two new bankrollers inter- 
ested in the film moppet. 

Program has shown surprising 
Strength in recent weeks as reflected 
in the C.A.B. ratings. 











lat Cal-Neva, the ‘Castle in the Air’ 





Flesh Color? 





San Francisco, Aug. 11. 
Hollywood talent agents are 
branching out and making deals 
for other than breathing mortals. 
Revealed at the trial of Lieut. 
Comm. Maurice Aroff, under 
court martial for allegedly 
speeding the Navy rating of 
Tony Martin for a gift auto, 
that defendant had signed a con- 
tract under which Orsatti & Co. 
was to make paint sales for 
Aroff’s firm on a 5% commission 
basis. 
In the trade that would mean 
he’s either cutting or splitting. 


CLARK GABLE ENLISTS 
AS AN AIR CORPS PVT. 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 


Although confirmation is lacking, 
it’s considered practically certain 
that Clark Gable will be in uniform 
before the end of this week as a 
private in the Army Air Corps. Ac- 











‘ing departments reveals these con- 
clusions. 
ture-dom has lengthened not incon- 


while (b) Kipling’s female of the 
species may be the deadlier, the male 





tor made it plain he doesn’t want a 
commission, but in volunteering his 
services to the Army, expressed 
preference for the Air Corps. Gable 
told friends he has lost heart in 
acting and wanted to get in and do 
his part. 

Neither his studio (Metro) nor 
Army officials would comment di- | 
rectly, but implication clear he vol- 
unteered and was accepted. 


Phil Regan Heads 
Lake Tahoe Nitery 


| 








Lake Tahoe, Nev., Aug. 11° 
Phil Regan opened last week (6) 


of Lake Tahoe. He played to a | 
capacity crowd and indications are 
for bright biz for the remainder of 
his stay. 

Nitery also features Mayris 
Chaney and Julio Alvarez, dance 
team, and Jack Buckingham’s orch. 





FOX SCREEN-TESTS EVANS 


Concert Baritone Now in ‘Merry 
Widow’ at Carnegie Hall 

Wilbur Evans, concert baritone, 
who is also well known on the radio, 
was given a 20th-Fox screen test a 
week ago. Reports from the film 
company indicate the test was a suc- 
cessful one and west coast officials 
are now trying to find a place for 
the baritone. 

Evans currently is appearing in 
‘The Merry Widow’ at Carnegie | 
Hall, N. Y. 








Jose Iturbi’s Lens Test 


|the newer sophisticates to maintain | 


| quickly to mind; 


| lists reveal: 


Claire Trevor, 
i|dette Colbert, 
Bette Davis, 
Shearer, 


Cagney, Edward G. Robinson, Cary 


MALES OUTLAST PIX FEMMES 





+: 


PEG ‘LIFE SPAN 
AT NEAR 10 YR, 


Distaffers on Short End of 
2 to 1 Ratio—Shifting of 
Metiers Prolongs Many 
Careers—Men Adjust 
Selves More Gracefully 








DURABLE DAMES 





Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

When it comes to staying in the 
luxury-ioop brackets, the ‘life ex- 
pectancy’ of the average film star 
and featured player is somewhat 
better than that of the average ball 
player. And perhaps not quite so 
good as that of the deep sea diver. 
A Gallup through the various cast- 


It also is indicated that (a) the 
life span of film stardom and fea- 
siderably during recent years and 


is more durable. 
As a finding, this latter was less 





| definite than general and suggestive. 


That is, it was consistently stated | 
that the men lasted longer, wore 
better. But some few thought it was | 
about even, these latter “promptly | 
citing the professional longevity of 
Joan Crawford and, among others, 
the case of Jean Arthur, who has 
survived silents, early babblers and | 
real stature in this more demanding 
day. 





Sure of One Point 
However, this point was signifi- | 
cant: Nobody was so brash as to 

claim that the ladies were the more 
enduring. 
On the contrary, the studio talk, 


' which was offhand = without ref- | 
|erence to records, 
{ous durable personalities who were | 


dealt with vari- | 


because’ they enone | 
and the men led 
by a ratio of 2 to 1, as the following 


appropriate 


Crawford, Irene | 
Myrna Loy, 


Women — Joan 
Dunne, Jean Arthur, 


Jeannette MacDonald, Ann Sothern, 


Rosalind Russell 


Greer Garson, Vir- | 
Dorothy Lamour, Clau- | 
Katharine Hepburn, 
Hedy Lamarr, Norma 
Judy Garland. 
Barrymore, 


Ann Sheridan, 
vinia Bruce, 


Men—Lionel Jimmy 


Grant, Ronald Colman, Charlie 
|Chaplin, Wallace Beery, Walter 
Pidgeon, Herbert Marshall, Clark | 


| Gable, Basil Rathbone, Walter Bren- | 
nan, Lewis Stone, 


John Boles, Fredri¢é March, Pat | 
'O'Brien, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, 
Bing Crosby, Brian Aherne, Melvyn } 
Douglas, Gary Cooper, Spencer 
|Tracy, Edward Arnold, Mickey | 
Rooney, Van Heflin, Robert Taylor, | 
Joel McCrea, George Raft, Jimmy 
Stewart, Paul Lukas, William Pow- 
ell, Franchot Tone, Robert Mont- | 
gomery. 





Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Jose Iturbi is here for a screen 
test, probably at 20th-Fox. The 
Spanish conductor-composer-pianist 
will play himself in the film if a 
deal jells. 

He averages over 90 concert en- 
gagements a season. | 





Flight From H’wood 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

They used to go Hollywood, but | 
now the Hollywood boys are going | 
Lockheed. 

Among the former filmers now on 
the aircraft payroll are Howard 
Hughes, test pilot; Vic Orsatti, once 
an agent and now co-pilot at $250 a 
month; John Clark, former manager 
of the Hollywood Plaza hotel, now 
taking up planes for tests; John Dar- 
row, once a film moppet and later an 
agent, hammering rivets in the plane 
plant, and Gavin Gordon, another of | 


the film actors, hammering a ype 
machine. 


but not 
in favor 
reasons, as quoted by the studios: 


called film 
| date, it’s said that, back around 1930, 
the average star and support player 
|lasted about five years at the top 
and then began to fade. 
the average, 
eight years and some estimate it up | | treatment for cateracts. His eyes 
to 10, explaining it thus: 


Score: 34-18 
The score, by this miscellaneous 
illogical method, is 34 to 18 
of the male, and for these 


Women, with few exceptions, age 


/more rapidly. 


Men fit into character portrayals | 


more readily and gracefully. 


Women in the audience, noting 


signs of age on the screen, have less 
|sympathy for their kind than they 
have for men. 


As for the stretching of the so} 
‘life span’ as of recent | 


Nowadays 
they say, is closer to | 


The quality of stories is higher, | 


consequently affording a degree of | ondary surgical matter, 


flop-insurance for the star: certain 
members of both sexes have pro- 
(Continued on page 60) 


;}a year, do not miscarry. 


Welles Shenanigans Go Big With 
Metro and Brazil But RKO on Spot 





Koerner’s ‘Decorations’ 





Charlie Koerner has hit upon a 
remedy to end the long, time- 
consuming recitals to which he 
has been subjected by everybody 
at the RKO studio claiming to 
have first discovered every star 
in Hollywood from Mickey 
Rooney to Dame May Whitty. 


Koerner had the prop depart- 
ment dig up a stock of phoney 
medals. Now every time one otf 
his subordinates begins to talk 
about sensational ‘discoveries,’ he 
reaches into the basket for a 
medal. It works like a charm. 


ABBOTT PLANS BURLEY 
REVIVAL FOR H’WOOD 


Hollywood ,Aug. 11. 
Burley, exclusively a downtown 
Main St. attraction for many years, 
will move to Hollywood if Harry 
Abbott’s plans for the Music Box, 


which he has taken under lease for 
Abbott is 
ia brother of Bud Abbott (& Cos- 
tello). He has announced such a 











| policy for the house providing he 


can assemble talent. It would be 
the ‘refined type,’ he qualifies, 


Some eight or nine years ago 


| Minsky did a whale of business with 
| burlesque at the Playhouse (now El 


Capitan), posting the highest grosses 
the house ever had. Why no one 
has followed up that success is one 
of those things. No legit produc- 


|tion since that time has turned any 


sizeable profit at the Vine street 
theatre, which currently has ‘Black- 
‘eyed two-a-day vauder. 


Seek Comic for ‘Boat’, 


Negro Tenor for ‘Carmen’ 





Oscar Hammerstein II is actively 


aiding in casting ‘Show Boat,’ which 


|'Metro will revive on Broadway in 














Hoilywood, Aug. 11, 


Orson Welles’ penchant for seem- 
ingly getting himself into one scrape 
after another apparently hasn’t af- 
fected his Hollywood desirability, 
Although he appears to be washed 
up with RKO, it looks likely that 
he’ll bounce right into a spot at 
another studio. Louis B. Mayer— 
who took a gamble on Bilil Saroyan 
earlier this year—is said to be ine 
terested. 

Welles is now somewhere between 
Buenos Aires and Los Angeles on 
the return voyage from a jaunt to 
Brazil that was supposed to take a 
couple months at most and hag 
stretched out from almost the be- 
ginning of the year. Idea was for 
him to grab some footage in Rio of 
the colorful and world4tamous pre- 


Lenten Carnival to be used in his 


next picture, ‘It’s All True.’ 


He was also to get additional foot- 
age on some native fishermen who 
became national heroes by sailing 
hundreds of miles in their tiny craft 
to make a personal complaint to the 
president of Brazil about injustices 
they felt they were receiving. This 
was also to be used in ‘It’s All 
True,’ which was to consist of a 


(Continued on page 60) 





Mother, Four Daughters 
Among 6 in All-Cirl Band 
To Become Nuns in Texas 


San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

Six former members of an all- girl 
orchestra, known as the Texas 
Rangerettes, including a mother and 
her four daughters, last week took 
their final vows as nuns at the Naz- 
areth Convent, Victoria, Texas. 

The group includes Mrs. Mary 
Jones and her daughters Dorothy, 
Evelyn, Hazel and Gladys. Willeon 
Gray, another former member of 
the orch, which had toured the U.S. 
and Hawaii, also took the final vows. 

The sextet entered the convent in 
1938 to break up the band at the 
height of its popularity. 
























































the fall. Operetta, which he and {);~—— $$ 
Jerome Kern w rote, principally | | | 
lacks a ‘Captain Andy.’ Charles Win- | | 
niger, who origin ated the part, is not 
lavailable because of picture con- || 
| tracts. Among the cemedians sug- | | Trade Mark Register: 
| gested for ‘Boat’ are Billy House and ||| FOUNDED BY SIME SLL oh RMAN 
| Jed Prouty, latter being cast for the | i| Published Weekly by VARIETY, Inc. 
| St. Louis muny revival. I] Sid Silverman, President 
Selection of a tenor is temporarily | || 1°4 West 4th Street, New York, N. ¥ 
; EO ge sd || - —~- —— 
holding up ‘Carmen Jones, colored | SUBSC RIP TION 
cast version of the opera Carmen, | Annual. $10 Poreian $11 
which Max Gordon will produce | Singh Dephih, .~osrnkb sede Cents 
Warner Baxter, | and which Hammerstein has adapted. 7 oe ———~ 
Locale of ‘Jones’ has been switched | | Vol. 147 a= al No. 16 
from a to South Carolina. ‘hae 
| 
—— 
| INDEX 
YOO, HOO GIRLS ||| Bills | ... 56 
Chatter . 61 
Your Romeo, Boyer, Also An Acro- | Concert-Opera . 3 | 
bat in ~~ i} . 
|| Exploitation 12 
Hollywood, Aug. 11 ||} Film Booking Chart 8 4 
Something new in Hollywood is a||| Film Reviews.. — 
producer going acrobatic and wear- ||} House Review as 
ing tights on the screen. Charles ||| Inside—Legit 5g | 
Boyer solemn film Romeo, dons ||| . 
wigs’ jj] Inside—Music Oe 
spangles to play opposite Burnu Ac- | 
quinetta in the circus sequence of Inside—Orchestra -++ 46 
‘Flesh and Fantasy’ at Universal. Inside—Pictures . oe | 
- ‘ . | . : 
In addition to acting, Boyer is co- | Inside—Radio .. Dik aie Pe 
producing with Julien Duvivier. ||! International ............... 18 
sr j oes | —. v 
Later in the film he goes back to his {oP OS ee: 
romantic stuff with his co-star, Bar- | Liter: ° 
here Sinwweek SUPERT bcd ow ces ies vena 
— ij] Music ........... tunes es wae 
||) New Acts...... sae SRR 54 
e {| Night Club Reviews........ 57 
Harbach In Hosp || Obituaries evueaticaseee 62 
| Orchestras :... cade a0 
i . = 
ii), Pictures ...... Ti 
Otto Harbach is at the Eye and!!! Radio ........ oy Soe a. 
| Ear hospital, Medical Center, under ||| Radio Reviews... : i ae 
Vaudeville ........ > tecnicos ae 
were operated on some time ago and ||| War Activities.............. 4 
the current hospitalization is a sec- | 
almost in- | DAILY VARIETY 
variably uired. i} (Published in He “ wood by 
Variety TOR : ; 1 | Daily Variety, Lid.) 
Composer is expected to be dis- | | $10 a year- $12 tse 
charged cured within a few days. ii 
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WAR ACTIVITIES 





Wednesday, August 12, 1942 





D. C. Sendoff for Film Industry's 
‘Stars Over America’ Bond Drive 





The motion picture’ industry's 
terrific drive to help send _ the 
$1.000,000,000 war bond selling cam- 
paign over the top next month will 
be launched by Secretary Morgen- 
thau anc other officials from the 
steps of the Treasury’ Building, 
Washington, Aug. 31 in a preem of 
the ‘Stars Over America’ tour which 
will have counterparts in seven 
other ‘premiere’ cities. Stars gath- 
ered from several tours starting 
Sept. 1 from Eastern points will be 
assembled in the capital for the 
opening gun in the campaign. 

Meantime all major company dis- 
tribution heads have requested film 
salesmen throughout the country to 
become bond salesmen in an effort to 
sell $10,000,000 in bonds before the 
drive begins, deals to be consum- 
mated on the opening day. Field 
men have been told to contact Treas- 
ury Department staffs in all key 
cities to take a course in bond 
selling. 

Ballyhooists’ Powwow 

At a meeting called by Oscar A. 
Doob last week, exploitation heads 
of all the New York offices offered 
their entire staffs, consisting of 
some 200 crack exploitation men, to 
heip in PRomoting the star rallies 
scheduled to be held in some 300 
cities and towns. These men, sta- 
tioned all over the country, are at 
the disposal of S. Charles Einfeld, 
general field director of the rallies. 
Attending the meeting were William 
Ferguson, Metro; S. Barret McCor- 
mick, RKO; David Lipton, Colum- 
bia; Lee Blumberg, Warners: Doc 
Howe, 20th-Fox; Alec Moss, Para- 
mount; Glenn Alivine, East Coast 
Public Relations Committee. 

Group of special industry leaders 
was also lined up last week to 

(Continued on page 29) 


CLARIFYING ZANUCK’S 
PRODUCTION ACTIVITY 


In order to offset conflicting re- 
ports regarding Col. Darryl F. 
Zanuck’s status at 20th-Fox, some 
being to the effect that his war ac- 
tivities prevented him from main- 
taining personal charge of produc- 
tion, Spyros Skouras, prexy, issued 
a statement in Hollywood to the cf- 
fect that Zanuck continues to direct 
company production. 

Skouras stated that Col. Zanuck 
will personally produce for 20th- 
Fox a number of films dealing with 
military and naval subjects, or 
themes of international political 
Significance, such as John Stein- 
beck's ‘The Moon Is Down’ and John 
Brophy’s Libyan 
mortal Sergeant.’ 


Republic Wants Bobby 








novel, Im- 


Breen to Play Himself <<< 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Deal is on at Republic for Bobby 
Breen to play himself in ‘Johnny 
Doughboy.’ Part calls for a 16-year- 
old actor to 


portray an ex-film 
star who lost his voice. 
Breen has been 
the past three years due to 


changing 


Danny Ahearn Pleads 
And Gets Into the Army 


Danny Ahearn, author of the Pro- 


hibition era best seller. ‘How to 


Commit Murder and Get Aw ay With | 


It’ and former Warner Bro: 
who recently came out of the peni- 
tentiary following 
Jeged' con man, 
Army. 

Ahearn, given a 
by his draft board, wrote the Presi- 


dent begging that draft afficials re- | 


consider his status. Following a re- 
view of his case, he has been given 
a 1-A rating. 

Ahearn was mentioned some 10 
years ago in connection with an at- 


tempted ‘abduction’ of Rudy Vallee. | 





Canteen Hostess Hurt 

Jean Ruby, a hostess at the N. Y. 
Stage Door Canteen, suffered a 
spinal injury when a taxi stopped 
suddenly, after she completed her 
evening’s assignment at the recrea- 
tional spot for servicemen. 

She is under treatment et Roose- 
velt hospital. 


\ 
vr 


free time to entertain soldiers, sail- 
| ors and marines are getting 


Song Selling 
Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Bing Crosby and Dinah Shore 
sing the same song on different 
sides of a record sponsored by 
the Treasury Department to 
stimulate war bond sales. Ditty 
is ‘I'm Saving a Dime Out of 
Every Dollar,’ by Ralph Rainger 
and Leo Robin, | 

Government has ordered 100,- 
000 records. 


Gold Stars for Pic 
Actors Who Tour 
Camps on Their Own 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
players 

















Film who give up their 
Star 
decorations on a big board installed 
in the office of the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee. Thus far, gold stars 
indicating those who have made 
voluntary camp tours have been 
placed beside the following names: 


Jean Arthur, Mischa Auer, Con- 
stance Bennett, Ray Bolger, Phyllis 
Brooks, Joe-£. Brown, Charles But- 
terworth, Jackie Cooper, Linda 
Darnell, Marlene Dietrich, Deanna 
Durbin, Reginald Gardiner, Judy 
Garland, Oliver Hardy, Hugh Her- 
bert, Stan Laurel, Carole Landis, 
Chico and Harpo Marx, Adolphe 
Menjou, Ann Miller. Constance | 
Moore, Chester Morris, Patricia Mor- | 
ison, Jeanette MacDonald, Frank, 
McHugh, Martha Raye, Al Ritz, 
Harry Ritz, Jimmy Ritz, Mickey 
Rooney, Rosalind Russell, Anne 
Rutherford, Maxie Rosenbloom, Ann 
Sheridan and Marjorie Weaver. 


Other lists on the War Record 
Board show 723 players making 3.198 
appearances and giving 422 radio 
shows to entertain the armed forces, 
selling bonds and otherwise taking 
part in patriotic activities. 











. Scripter,| change in Des Moines. 


4F classification 


| Recreational Fund for U.S. 


'in general. 





Astoria Film Corps Mounts 


Collections of $1,905 to date, to set | 
up recreational facilities at the Sig- | 
nal Corps Photographic Centre, !o- 
cated in the old Paramount studios, 
at Astoria, L. IL, have exceeded the 
expectations of the trade press pube | 
lishers’ committee concerned with | 
arranging these facilities. The trade | 
press’ interest stems from the sizable | 
contingent in the Signal Corps from 
Hollywood, and the picture business | 


John Eberson drew up the plans of 
the solarium recreation rooms, and | 
the cash funds, plus other donations | 
;o0f combination radio-phonograph, | 
books, sporting equipment, | 
furniture, etc., will give the boys a 
pretty complete layout. 








Bob Gottlieb’s Assignment \ 
Robert Gottlieb, Des Moines. into 
Army Air Corps statistical school to | 
be held at Harvard. He enlisted 
early this year and has been doing 
personnel work in several camps. 


His mother is Dorothy Vay, publicity 
director for Tri-States Theatre Corp. 
j}and his father is with 20th-Fox ex- 


Edmund F. Johnstone, president of 


a stretch as al-| Redfield-Johnstone, Inc., advertising, | 
has made the U. S. | 


|Army Air Corps. j 





| 
Loew-Poli’s 26 In 
New Haven, Aug. 11. | 

| Loew-Poli theatres in New Haven, 





| Bridgeport, Hartford, Meriden, 
| Springfield, Worcester, Waterbury 
fand Norwich have contributed 26 


members of their personnel to war 
|service. List cOmprises Paul Woods, 
John Queally, Joseph Kasmina, Louis 
Jaffe, Leo MclIsaac, Nick Coppola, 
George Horton, Elliot Kronish, Her- 
bert Hillman, Nadia Amato, Sey- 
more Kimenker, Essex Thompson, 
Hollis Sweeney, Nat Rubin, Herbert 


Alpert, Cornelius Smith, Robert 
Munzner, Herbert Pivnick, Robert 
Backus, Wellinngton Desmarais, 


Robert Lewis, Harold Engel, Wil- 
\liam McBride, Frank Manente, Sam- 
‘uel Wiiamson, Water Varjarbedian. 








' Loew’s, Inc., has accepted chairman- 


| is $60,000 above quota. 
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WILLIE HOWARD 


Twenty-third successful 
“Priorities of 1942” at the 
Street Theatre, New York. 

“Willie tloward is a 
the ‘lVriorities of 1942'.”" 

NICK KENNY, 
Daily Mirror, May 5th. 


Sept. 30 Army Emergency. 
Relief Show in New York | 
Aims for at Least 2506 


Goal of $250,000 has been set for 
Army Emergency Relief’s giant bene- 
fit show at Madison Square Garden, 
N. Y., Sept. 30. That’s almost $100,- 
000 more than grossed by the similar 
spec Walter Winchell staged at the 
Garden for Navy Relief last March— 
and that was an all-time record high 
for a single indoor performance. 

Nicholas M. Schenck, prez of 











week, | 
46th | 
sensation in | 











ship of the shindig. Ed Sullivan, 
N. Y. News columnist, who is nomi- 
naliy at the helm of the show, an- 
nounced a number of committees to 
handle it simultaneously with mak- 
ing clear that there would be a 
policy of depersonalization so far as 
those planning it go, and especially 
for himself. 

Show will be staged by Marvin | 
Schenck, Sidney Piermont, Leon | 
Leonidoff, and Bob Weitman. They | 
will take their cue from the recent | 
Hollywood Victory Caravan enter- | 
tainment in that every one of the} 
stars who comes onto the stage will | 


(Continued on page 54) 





| 
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Jack Cohn Over the Top 








Jack Cohn, chairman, and A. P. 
Waxman, director of campaign of 


New War Phoney 


A new civilian racket with a 
militaristic inference has name 
talent bothered, of late. Periodi- 
cals and papers, adjacent to U. S. 
military camps, are the offend- 
ers, or so alleged in soliciting 
these stars for ads. There's al- 
ways a gaff that ‘the colonel 
knows all about this, and we've 
the full cooperation of the camp,’ 
but despite the patriotic pitch 
the racket is phoney. 

Name signers and bands have 
asked ‘Variety’ to spoilight this 
for general benefit of all con- 
cerned. 











| Office of War Information. 


Protect Bond-Selling 
Stars Against Social 
And Gimmick Cutins 


Hollywood, Aug, 11. 

Film players who deyote their 
time and efforts to War Bond sell- 
ing tours will be protected against 
commercial, social and other chisel- 
ing influences by a new set of reso- 
lutidns adopted at a meeting of S. 
Charles Einfeld, field director of 
the Bond rallies; Carlton Duffus, 
representing the U. S. Treasury 
Department, and Kenneth Thomson, 
chairman of the Hollywood Victory 
Committee. 

Under the new rules no player 
will be requested to appear on thea- 
tre stages, at store stamp booths 
or at rallies “where admission is 
charged except in bonds or stamps. 
Private parties, dinners and other 
social functions are out. Thesps are 
not required to appear in street 
parades, except on Labor Day, nor 
will they make appearances more 
than three times in any one day 
or in any one city. Approved by 
the committee are appearances in 
theatre lobbies, public squares such 
as the Victory Houses, factories or 
civic club luncheons to promote the 
salary savings plan. 


WOLFF NAMED RADIO 
AIDE TO OWI’S LEWIS 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 





Nat Wolff returned from two weeks | 


in New York and Washington with a 
new title in the radio division of 
Before 
going east he was chief liaison for 
QWI. He now sports the designation 
of deputy chief to W. B. Lewis, OWI 
radio director. 

Wolff won the commendation of 
OWI for his handling of Victory Pa- 
rade and Victory Theatre series from 
here, and the new title is in recog- 


the USO Amusements, Arts & Sports jnition of his operation of the Holly- 


| Division, announced yesterday that | 
| $300,000 had been raised by their 
group in Greater New York. This 


Sam Rinzler, Fred J. Schwartz and 
Irving Lesser, who were co-chair- 
men of USO Theatre Week, were | 
instrumental in bringing in $200,000 
through collections taken in the mo- 
tion picture theatres in the five 
boroughs. 


s Roll Call 


444+ 


¢ 





Pitt’s Recruits 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 
Wilford N. Sklar, former thea- 
for WB here and later 
with England Theatres in Clearfield, | 
Pa., appointed to Officers Candidate 
School at Camp Davis, N. C. 


Pvt 
tre manager 


Ed Hungerman, manager of Circle. 


New Kensington, army. 


William Interrante, manager of 
Rowland, Phillipsburg, army. His 
father, Austin Interrante, who owns | 
the house, was 20th-Fox salesman! 
here for 15 years. - 


Bill Conway, formerly U exchange 
(Continued on page 29) 





QM ON FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. ll. | 

Functions of the Army Quarter- | 
master Corps will be explained in 
a series of short films to be made in 
Pomona, Cal. 

Capt. Harrison Jacobs, formerly 
with Harry Sherman, and Lieut. 
Thornton Freeland, from the Signal 
Corps base at Astoria, L. L, are in 
charge of the shooting. 





OTHER WAR NEWS ON 
Page 29. 





wood office of OWI's national radio 
bureau. 





| American Theatre Wing 


Stage Door Canteen Capers 
NEW YORK 





Private ‘Red’ Hedman, an Irishmar 
from Brooklyn, was telling a junior 
hostess about the toughening process 
he underwent with the 69th during 
basic training—living out in the fiela 
for days on end and long marches 
through the states of Alabama, Geor- 
gia and South Carolina. Hedman, 
who looks as though he could wield 
a mean shillelagh given provocation, 
really impressed the little girl until 
some buddies came by to pick 
up. ‘Come on, won't have 


you time 


to get into your makeup,’ said his 
buddies. ‘Makeup?’ said the guillible 
miss. ‘Yeah,’ said ‘Red.’ ‘After all} 
that toughening up. I’m a chorus girl | 


in ‘This Is the Army.’ 

This demonstrates that coincidence 
has a leng arm. Last week a sailor 
was sitting with a hostess. The Of- 
ficer of the Day had a question to 
ask the hostess, so he cut in. The 
hostess asked the sailor his name, so 
she could introduce him. ‘Tom Ruth- 
erford,’ he said. With that the O.D., 
whose name also is Tom Rutherford, 
said ‘That’s right; that’s my name.’ 
Both stared blankly at each other 
and thereafter sat down to a session 


of talk wherein they exchanged vital | 


statistics. 

The twe Tom Rutherfords are the 
same age. Actor Tom Rutherford, 
the O.D., was bern in Richmond, Va. 
Sailor Tom Rutherford was born in 
Carthage, Me. 

Two hostesses were talking. ‘it’s a 
quiet night, said one. ‘I wonder 
why.” ‘Don't know,” said the other. 
‘Guess it’s the war.” That was the 


night only 2,500 servicemen attended. 


him } 


N.Y. FILM CRITICS 
BRUSHING OFF 
BOND DRIVE 


The picture business is irked with 
the superior attitude of some of the 
daily newspapermen who oover films 
(critics, et al.) because of their 
aloofness to the ‘Remember Sepiem- 
ber’ drive for $1.000.000,000 in U. S. 
Bond sales. 

The picture publicists point to the 
all-out attitude in other industries, 
such as some big sports promotion, 
whereupon the sports writers and 
columnists regard themselves as part 
of the sporting fraternity. 

But with the Billion-in-September 
drive, the critics and others in the 
motion picture depts. of the dailies, 
especially around New York, 
to feel this is nothing with 
they need concern themselves. 
sidering that it’s basically a 
Uncle Sam _ undertaking, the film 
execs make no bones about being 
impatient and irritated with this at- 
titude, 


D. C. Canteen to Spotlight 
Show Biz War Effort 
For U.S. Legislators 


The Washington Stage Door Can- 
teen to be established in the Belasco 
theatre there will be operated from 
N. Y. by the American Theatre 
Wing, although local committees 
will supervise the physical manage- 
ment. Special care in handling the 
D. C. Canteen is intended, as it will 
be a sort of showcase for show busi- 
ness, a demonstration to legislators 
from distant points. the 
status in the war effort. 

Talent will be sent to Washington 
from N. Y., as it is to Philly and 
| probably to Boston when the lat- 
i ter’s Canteen is opened. Money the 
| Wing is getting for its radio pro- 

grams and the picture to be pro- 
| duced by Sol Lesser will be used 
in part to maintain out of town 
| recreational spots on a par with the 
| original Canteen in the metropolis. 





seem 
which 
Con- 
pro- 








stage’s 





Launched at Belasco, Wash. 


Wasnington, Aug. 11. 

On the bare stage of the National 
theatre last week was launched the 
|organization meeting for Washing- 
\ton’s Stage Door Canteen, to be lo- 
cated in the Belasco theatre. Stage 
and screen personalities at the head 
ltable, with Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- 
| veit as guest of honor, indicated that 
the control of the Potomacs service 
|eenter will be in the hands of the 
| American Theatre Wing. Only one 
| local speaker—Howard C. Acton, rep- 
(Continued on page 29) 
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| L.A. to N.Y. 


Walter Abel. 

Joe Bernhardt. 
Joe Bezahler. 
Mort Blumenstock. 
George E. Bodle. 
Eddie Cantor. 

Pat Casey. 

Ilkka Chase. 
George Coulouris. 
Michael Curtiz. 
Roy Disney 
Ralph Edwards. 

Y. Frank Freeman. 
Lucille Gleason. 
William Heineman 
Arlene Judge. 
Una Merkel 

| Bill Lyris. 

| Dorothy Moore. 
Herb Morgan 

F. J. Murray. 
Merle Oberon. 
Glenn Prait. 
Renee Raino. 
Casey Robinson. 
William Scully. 
David O. Selznick. 
Herbert Sorrell. 
Kenneth Thomson. 
Hal Wallis. 

Jake Wilk. 

Vera Zorina. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


Frank Dailey. 
Walter Donaldson. 
Jack Meskill. 

E. K. O’Shea. 
William F. Rodgers. 
E. M. Saunders, 
Marian ° Spitzer. 
Michael Vallon. 
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Elmer Davis a Fave with Newsreels 


For Starting to 


Cut the Red Tape 








Newsreel editors are becoming in- 
creasingly aware that Elmer Davis, 
as head of the Office of War Infor- 
mation, already has greased the ma- 
ghinery which ultimately is going to 
bring adequate coverage of the war 
front, both home and overseas. 
Hence, they are convinced that he 
is going to back up his earlier state- 
m-nts on full news coverage by 
carrying it into practice even if it 
makes some military brasshats un- 
comfortable. 

First outstanding instance of this 
unbending by the military occurred 
last week on the home front when 
all the newsreels were able to se- 
cure full coverage of the new Com- 
mando Planes. Newsreel story de- 
picted these huge planes being 
readied, U. S. troops and trucks go- 
ing aboard and other material taken 
on for a test flight. Tag, ‘Commando 
Plane,’ was adopted because of the 
desire not to divulge the exact type 
or capacity ef the planes in question. 

This is the type of material the 
newsreel boys have been crying for, 
unsuccessfully. ‘Newsreel eds real- 
ize that it just didn’t happen, and 
give full credit to Davis and his 
gides, The reels. had been trying to 
persuade the military officers that 
such material is constructive and 
should be given the newsreels. 
Previously the newsreel pleas had 
fallen on deaf ears, 

With the home front pried open a 
little, to show the folks what is be- 
ing done by the U. S. in the war 
effort, the newsreels are hopeful that 
additional material will be forth- 
coming—and that later more leeway 
may be given in securing actual fight- 
ing front material. The newsreels 
have cameramen at the various 
fronts, are spending the money, but 
thus far have been able to obtain 
only a smattering of actual stories. 

The newsreels, appreciating the 
initial efforts of Davis, gave him and 
his OWI a break in the reels during 
the past week- with a full story of 
their early setup, including a camera 
closeup of the different personalities. 





Negro Discrimination 


Suits Vs. 2 Theatres 


Akron, O., Aug. 11. 

Negro discrimination problem has 
hit the courts in Urbana, 8,000 
Agere Ohio city, with about 
5% of its people Negro. Two suits 
seeking damages of $11,000 were 
filed this week againt Chakeres 
Theatres, Inc., operator of the 
Gloria, newly-built Urbana house. 
F, E. Boswer seeks $500 for ‘inva- 
sion of his civil right,’ while Chris- 
tine Stanhope asks $10,000 for her 
daughter, Marilyn Stanhope, 13, 
¢harging that an usher ‘laid violent 
hands upon her, assaulted her and 
violently ejected her’ from theatre 
when she hesitated to obey his re- 
quest that she occupy another seat. 
Woman seeks $500 on civil rights 
¢omplaint and $10,000 for the al- 
leged assault. 

Previously Grant Wooley and El- 
mer Fritz, operators of the Lyria, 
town’s other house, were charged 
by Norman Adams with racial dis- 
Crimination and were bound over to 
the grand jury under $250 bond, 


Metro Ups Goldbeck 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Metro upped Willis Goldbeck from 
writer to director, starting with ‘Dr. 
Gillespie’s New Assistant.’ 
; Goldbeck has worked on all the 
Dr, Gillespie’ pictures as a screen 
playwright. 











Tigers Fly Again 
Hollywood, Aug. 11, 
: Adventures of American airmen 
in China will be the theme of ‘Night 
Plane From Chunking, to be pro- 
duced by Walter MacEwen at Para- 
mount, Ralph Murphy directing. 
_ Cast toppers are Robert Preston, 
Ellen Drew and Albert Dekker. 


Haight Held at Metro 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Metro handed a new contract to 
George Haight, former Broadway 
stage producer, currently handling 
the production reins on ‘Women In 
Uniform.’ 

Military story is being lined up 
with a cast headed by Joan Craw- 
ford, 


FANS WANT WAR 
NEWS SHOTS, 
POLL SHOWS 








A recent survey by the Motion 
Picture Research Bureau of 500 se- 
lected filmgoers, all of whom attend 
at least once a month in the bor- 
oughs of Brooklyn, Bronx, Queens 
and New York, revealed that 85% 
of the audiences prefer war news 
in their newsreels while only 1% 
most of these women, wanted any- 
thing but war news. The second 
most popular newsreel item was 
sports which polled 13% with fash- 
ions in the show slot by virture of 
7% of the returns. Domestic civil 
news was a bad fourth with 2% 
of the ballots and the oddities called 
oniy 1%. The total ran over 100% 
because some of the respondents 
listed more than one preference. 

According to Dr. Leo Handel, di- 
rector of the Bureau, 89% of the 
men and 81% of the women gave 
war news their No. 1 position. And 
while most of these were listed as 
general war news quite a few of 
the answers asked for certain types 
of war coverage, ie., Navy action, 
news of the Russian front, aviation 
news, clips about the bombing raids 
on the enemy, ‘shots of American 
soldiers at home and overseas, etc. 

This verifies the story in the last 
issue of ‘Variety’ which reported on 
the beefs from newsreels fans anent 
the shortage of war coverage in the 
reels. 

preparation at the 
survey of filmgoers 
which asks, ‘Are you interested in 
the name of the stars, supporting 
players, director, producer, composer 
and producing corporation.’ While 
this compilation is not aimed. at 
solving the current industry confabs 
about chipping credits to conserve 
raw stock, it is obvious that the 
results will probably play an im- 
portant part in the final decision. 


FANCY BUDGET FOR 
SLAV GUERRILLA FILM 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
‘Seventh Column,’ story of the 


guerrilla campaig 


ns agall 


Currently in 
MPRB is a 





t the Axis 
by the Jugoslav her 
draws an upped budget at 20th-Fox 
and is being primed as*one of the 
important pictures on next year’s 
schedule. 

Originally assigned to the Bryan 
Foy schedule, the production may be 
taken over personally by Darryl F. 
Zanuck. Understood Jean Gabin, 
French star, may be signed for the 
top role. 





New Picture Outfit 


Sacramento, Aug. 11. 
New company, Vanguard Films, 
Inc., filed incorporation papers here, 
listing its intent to produce motion 
pictures, including cartoons. 
Papers call for the issue of 2,000 
shares of no-par-value stock. Direc- 





ters are Fred Stewart, A. 
F Eder, 


. Mikhailovitch, | 


CUT 
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ELIMINATE. LOW 
BUDGET FILMS 


Skouras Powwow With 
Zanuck and Other Top 
Studio Execs on Move to 
Limit Production to 38 In- 
stead of 48 Pictures Next 
Season—In Line With Par 
and WB 


OVERHEAD PROBLEM 





Spyros Skouras has been huddling 
with Darryl Zanuck and other 20th- 
Fox execs on the Coast on plans to 
cut down the total number of pic- 
tures for next year. Originally 48 
ge proposed but these may reduce 
9 38. 


Understood that 10 low budget 
pictures will thus be eliminated 
from the production schedules if 
current plans are finally adopted, 

Readjustment of production sched- 
ules at 20th would be in line with 
similar moves to cut down or elimi- 
nate low-budget product which have 
been effected at some of the other 


major studios, notably Paramount 
and Warners, in favor of heavier 
concentration on top money pic- 


tures. 

Elimination of B product at any 
studio automatically increases over- 
head on A product. In event of 10 
B pictures, costing a total of $2,000,- 
000, for instance, being eliminated, 
studio overhead on the balance of 
the schedule would go up an addi- 
tional $600,000 if figured on a 30% 
basis. 

Figuring in downward scaling of 
production sights for next year are 
general industry film conservation 
Plans as well as the belief that with 
more war coin in circulation a 
smaller number of A pictures used 
for longer runs will maintain rent- 
als at normal or higher levels than 
formerly. 

Skouras is expected back in New 
York around the end of the week. 


BICYCLING OK 
TO CONSERVE 
ON FILM 





Though strongly disapproving of 
the practice, chain and independent 
theatre operators are cooperating in 
the industry’s film conservation ef- 





fort by ‘bicycling’ prints in every 
situation where this is possible. Cir- 
cuits which were formerly among | 
those wost antagonistic to ‘bicycling’ 
films are now among the most en-| 
| thusiastic supporters of this method, | 
though entirely as a means of easing | 
the print problem, going so far a 
to tag product even key house 
throughout the country. 
One of the adverse results of ’bi- | 
cycling’ is that B pictures are being 
shown at around the best evening 


time. In compactly built cities such 
as Boston, Philadelphia, San Fran- 
cisco, etc., ‘bicycling’ is comparative- 
ly easier than in situations such as 
Los Angeles where the time element 
must be contended with. 


L. M. Rubens IIl 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 
L. M. Rubens, founder of the 
Great State circuit of theatres, 
banker and real estate man, is re- 
ported ill in his palatial” home at 
Joliet. 





RKO Plea to Unfreeze $2,800,000 


In Britain, in Advance, Bogs Down 





a 


Schaefer’s War Work 


Recently returned from Louisiana 
where he visited his son, Gerald, 
who’s in the armed services, George 
J. Schaefer says nothing is stirring 
so far as he’s personally concerned, 
but that he is busy on war activi- 


ties work. He remains active with 
the War Activities Committee and 
checked jin at headquarters Monday 
(10). 


Schaefer’s son is with the field 
artillery, 82d division, at Camp 
Claibourne, La. 


KOERNER’S 5006 
RKO STORY 
WRITEOFF 








Charles W. Koerner v.-p. in 
charge of studio operations for 
RKO, has asked to have more than 
$500,000 worth of literary material 
accumulated at the studio written 
off as practically worthless. Koer- 
ner, from accounts, refuses to throw 
good money after bad by producing 
these scripts. 

Understood that Koerner’s request 


has received sympathetic considera- 
tion by RKO parent company execs 
and entire stock of literary proper- 
ties selected by Koerner may be 
placed on the books at a nominal 
value of $1. If written off immedi- 
ately, this additional charge against 
company operations would put RKO 
Radio Pictures in the red to the 
tune of some $2,000,000 for the cur- 
rent year. Koerner’s position in re- 
fusing to have his new regime, 
starting under favorable auspices, 
burdened with what he considers a 
$500,000 debit, is regarded as sound, 

Understood, also, that Koerner has 
asked Leda Bauer, RKO eastern 
story department head, to come to 
the Coast to gander studio story 
lineup. 

Ned Depinet, RKO Pictures 
prexy, left suddenly for the Coast 
Friday (7). E. L. Alperson, g.m. 
RKO theatres, and Malcolm Kings- 
berg, treasurer, preceded him the 
day before. 


Joe Schenck Eligible | 
For Parole on Sept. 3 


Joseph M. Schenck becomes eligi- 
ble for parole Sept. 3 

He serving a one-year 
Federal house of correction | 
it Danbury, Conn., on income tax 
violation. 











| 
sentence 


in the 








Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Warners handed Mark Hellinger 
the producer assignment on ‘I Wasn't 
Born Yesterday,’ slated for produc- 
tion in late September. 

Story ig by W. R. Burnett, with 
whom Hellinger worked in a pro- 
ducer-writer capacity in the filming 
of ‘High Sierra.’ 





Cagneys Incorporate 
Sacramento, Aug. 11. 
Articles of incorporation for Cag- 





Rubens for his 


work as 


won recognition 
police commissioner. 


he helped originate the national fin- | 
gerprinting system and put it into 





Rotbart, | 
M. Murphy and V. Stokes. | tl 


effect among studio employees on 
e Coast 
e ast. 


In|} of United 
conjunction with J. Edgar Hoover, | with neither James Cagney nor his 


ney Productions, new producing unit 
Artists, were filed here 


brother, William, listed as directors. 


Sounds Like Sucker Play |: 





Carefully prepared representations 
made to the U. S. and British gov- 
ernments on behalf of RKO, under 
which the company was being given 
special consideration in getting ap- 
proximately $2,800,000 in frozen coin 
out of England, have struck a snag 
as result of reported opposition from 
other producer-distributors. Walt 
Disney studio was among the largest 
independent interests involved, ap- 
proximately $500,000 of this coin be- 
ing due to it. 

As virtually the only picture com- 
pany which failed to make any 
money last year, the frozen coin sit- 
uation, as affecting RKO, was con- 
sidered a hardship, with both the 
American and British government 
officials reported inclined to grant 
relief. 

RKO case went to the U. S. State 
Department, with Hays office ap- 
proval, following a canvass of other 
members of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America 
when no objections were made to 
the special plea. Opposition to the 
move came up suddenly during past 
three weeks at a time when it looked 
as if the application would be ap- 
proved in bolh London and Wasli- 


“oo 

elieved that the majors want a 
broader appraisal of the British 
money situation, looking to a ruling 
which would cover all the compa- 
nies. N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy, 
is now understood taking new steps 
to set the deal up again. 


See Odlum Actively 
Into RKO Possibly As 
New Board Chairman 


Floyd Odlum still looks likely to 
step into RKO within the next few 
months to take a personal and more 
active part in company administra- 
tion, largely depending on how 
much time he will be called upon to 
devote to Government service in lin- 
ing up small business men to han- 
dle war work. Possibility is that he 
would become chairman of the board 
of directors in place of Richard C. 
Patterson, Jr. 





Talk that he might head up an 
executive committee for RKO is 
largely discounted since no steps 


toward formation of such a com- 
mittee are currently proposed, 

N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prexy, 
representing Odlum, has -meantime 
stabilized the financial structure of 
the company via loans of $3,000,000 
from the First National bank of Bos- 
ton, which he announced during the 
RKO sales convention last month. 
Need for additional financing, how- 
ever, may become more pressing as 
the more elaborate RKO production 
schedule for the coming year gets 
fully under way 


WALL ST. LIKES PAR 


Financial Houses Favorably Point 
Up That Co. 


Several Wall Street financial 
1ouses recently have issued opti- 
of Paramount’s pres- 
prospects, pointing to 
the good rate of return on the com- 
mon shares at prevailing prices. 
Most surveys of the Par setup stress 
the reduction of the corporation’s 
funded debt. This, together with the 
fact that only 126,063 shares of first 
p.eferred, paying $6 per year, are 
ahead of the 2,901,000 common 
shares, are mentioned on future 
earnings outlook. 

Paramount is rated as having a 
favorable position as regards excess 


mistic resume 


ent earnings 


profits taxes, according to these re- 
ports, the substantial investment in 


theatre properties (once regarded as 
a liability), now apparently afford- 
ing an advantage in figuring the 
taxes via the capital investment 
method, 

With Par showing $1.88 on come 





Directorate consists of Hudson B. 
Cox. Ray J. Colman and Robert E. 
| Willian all of Los Angeles. 


mon shares in the first six months 
|this year, earnings may go to nearly 
1$4 on the common this year 
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Despite 100%, Theatre Net Profit 


Increase, Studio Cuts RKO to Loss 





Radio-Keith-Orpheum Corp and | 
subsidiaries (including RKO-Radio 
Pictures) showed a net loss of 
$643,360 after all charges and taxes 
for the first 26 weeks ending last 
July 4 as compared with a net profit 
of $485,605 in the corresponding | 
period last year. Showing fer this 
year was after extraordinary studio 
writeoffs and _ reserves, totalling 
$633,804, while last year nothing was 
written off for these items. 

Actually RKO profit from all 
operations before such writeoffs, de- 
preciation and provision for income 
taxes amounted to $1,410,801, or 
slightly less than the $1,419,314 in the 
26-week period ending July 5, 1941. 
Figuring Federal income taxes on a 
45% rate, company set aside $752,787 
for income taxes or about 3% times 
more than the $213,456 income tax 
provision in comparable first six 
months of last year. 

Corporation noted that $26,388 was 
paid out in dividends on the common 
and preferred stock of a subsidiary 
(undoubtedly Keith - Albee - Or- 
pheum) in the 26-week period. This 
compares with $52,500 in dividends 
on the preferred in 1941. 

While not shown in preliminary 
statement released this week by 
RKO, the corporation suffered mostly 
from the decline in earnings from 
RKO-Radio Pictures. This pvroduc- 
ing distributing company is credited 
with a net loss of more than $1,000,000 
after all charges. This, of course, cut 
into the net figure for parent cor- 
poration. 

In contrast, the theatre subsid- 


Hiave a Laugh, Pedro 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Romance, tradition and music of 
old Mexico form the basis of a car- 
toon to be filmed at the Walt Disney 
studio as part of the Government’s 
good neighbor policy. 

Picture will be made in Techni- 
color with a score emphasizing old 
and new Mexican music. 


Par’s 2d Quarter Net 
Profit at $2,908,000; 
Over a Million Up 


Paramount’s net profit for the sec- 
ond quarter, ending last July 4, 
amounted to $2,908,000, or more than 
$1,000,000 greater than the $1,904,000 


shown in comparable quarter last 
year, according to official estimate 
made by the company this week. 
This amounts to 94c per common 
share as against 66c in the second 
quarter of 1941, and represents $1.88 
per share for the six months ending 
on July 4. 

Par estimated its earnings as $5, 
823,000 for the two quarters ending 
on the July date, as against $4,379,000 
in the first six months of 1941. Com- 
pany’s 1942 earnings for six months 
included $1,026,000 as share of vun- 
‘ distributed earnings of artially 
faries, represented by Keith-Albee- | pwned coe sikatad aaa 
Orpheum Corp. and other theatre | $130,000 non-recurring income. This 
operating units, virtually doubled its | contrasts with only $881,000 as share 
net profit in the first 26 weeks this|from non-consolidated subsids in the 
year over 1941. Statement of K-A-O / first six months of 1941. It is signifi- 
and subsids shows net profit of|cant because showing a pickup of 
$507,571, after all charges, as against |$145,000 from theatre operations over 
$213,440 in comparable period last! ast year. 
year. | Paramount’s actual ne rni 

_ This vastly improved profit by | for the second nee ae mae 
K “A-O was made despite $474,860 | were trimmed by $240,000, since this 
writeoff for income taxes as com- 


























; amount was deducted fro 
pared with only $94,915 in the first|quarter statement to po rth tage 
26 weeks of 1941. K-A-O profit be-|crease in provision for federal nor- 
fore provision for depreciation and|mal and surtaxes in the initia] 1942 
income taxes amounted to $1,300,100 | quarter from 40% to 45%. 
as against $635,402 last year or ap-| Paramount Annual Earnings, 1935-42 
pre-imately double that of 1941. PES 50h oe 6G dasa boats $3 153 167 
*KO Annual Earnings 1940-42 _ ‘Sapepieetoetegigay 
Net profit, except as noted. rrr ae 6,045,103 
RG ek un ected Ae $3,385,628 | 1938...........00000.. 2.533.279 
Ni a aes t+ 5,660,771] 1939....°... sececees 2,737,533 
nds 45 cchtavdaskeucs t +10,695,503| 1940..... | ice Bceemaren 7,633,130 
ieee aprtagrea er niew a a... 10,251,242 
SR nc, cindtadd inkdh dk 0% t+ 310,575 (1941 by Quarters) __ 
FERRY ME. eee .. 2: Bere First quarter......... $2,475,000 
SS ke fs oven ei sess 2,485,911] Second quarter.......  1904'000 
See rapes t 1,821,166] Third quarter... 3,071,000 
hehehe } t 18,805] Fourth quarter... 2,801,242 
| eRCIRTER GRRE: t+ 186,495 (1942 by Quarters) 
1940 paccakeg wiih t 988,191 | First quarter. ;>...3.7. $2,915,000 
ERTS AR Neha 538,692; Second quarter....... 2.908.000 
(By Quarters) Third quarter........ hte 
First Second Third Fourth Fourth quarter....... ..... 
Querter Quarter Quarter. Querteri 0 «J 
$643,926 +$158,321 $159,169 +$106,082 
First Second Third Fourth : 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter More Than an Incident 
Dees  TOOUROOE noc ocd’ ola cus: 
+ Deficit. Production yy wood Aus. 11. 
t Before provision for subdiary at Settee i teen ae Incident’ 
corporation preferred dividend. week b 7. up for S 
y the government ceiling of 
$5,000 on new set materials. ‘ 
MARCH OF TIME SIGNS Layout of a valley on the sound 
stage, used for several weeks by pro- 
ASE ducer William Wellman, is in the 


course of transformation 


into 
other valley. 


FOR 20TH-FOY © 
an- 
Deal for distribution of March of 
Time was finalized by 20th-Fox this 
week with announcement of con- 
— for term of years made by 
Spyros Skouras, president of 20th- | meeting Monday in N. 2 
Fox, and Roy E. Larsen, head of the usual 25c quarterly a ser 
Time, Inc. Besides the one-per- | the common and the usual $1.50 
month issue, beginning with the sub- | quarterly on the first preferred This 
ject on the FBI in September, the | payment on the common ne t tine 
contract calls for 20th-Fox to han- | 1 brings the total divvy distrib ti a 
dle March of Time’s feature, ‘We|on these shares to 75c thus f " 
Are the Marines,’ now being pro-/ 1942. Preferred distribution i 7. 
duced by Louis de Rochemont with | able the same date ae 
a cooperation of the U. S. Marine The dividends are applicable to 
orps. 
Seas of lade te nena ae . common stockholders on_ record 
th orl i-F'OX Marks | Sept. 15 and to preferred sharehold- 
e termination of distribution by | ers on record Sept. 17. The O 
RKO, which had handled the short | melon cutting on both eager 


for the last seven years. Stock means an outlay of $914,458 


‘ a for Par to its stockholders. 
Clair’s Par Initialer 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Rene Clair’s first job under his 
mew director contract at Paramount 
is ‘The Man Who Had No Private 
Life.’ 

Story is based on an unproduced 
legit play by Otto Furth now being 
scripted by Robert Pirosch, for late 
autumn production. 











Par’s Usual Divvys 


Ie « 
Paramount board of directors 








OKAY, LET’S GO 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Warners drew Government ap- 
proval of its script- for ‘Transport 
Command,’ a two-reeler ir Techni- 
color to be filmed as a national de- 
fense subject. 
Picture, dealing with one phase of 
the Army Air Corps operations, will 
be directed by B. Reaves Eason. 
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Par May Remake French 
Film with Joel McCrea 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Paramount has taken option to 
r -chase the French feature, “The 
Man Who Seeks the Truth,’ with idea 
of reproducing tne picture with 
switch to American background, 
actors and tempo. 

French production stars Raimu, 
while Joel McCrea is under con- 
sideration for the lead in the new 
version. 


METRO'S 50 BY 
END OF 1941-42 


Metro, which for years has not 
promised accounts a set number of 
pictures, will end the current (1941- 
42) season by delivering a total of 
50—more than Warners, Paramount 
and RKO will have sent on release, 
but below the delivery of 20th-Fox. 
Last-mentioned is already on its 
1942-43 season. Fox delivered 54. 

Instead of setting a definite num- 
ber of films seasonally, for several 
years Metro has scheduled a mini- 
mum of 44 and a maximum of 52 
with contract being written that 
way. 

During July Metro released only 
three pictures but for August it will 
send out four, one of which is ‘Mrs. 
Miniver.’ 


12,550 Omaha Kids 
Contribute 85 Tons 
Of Scrap to Theatres 


Omaha, Aug. 11. 

Whole troops of children, 12,550 
strong, swept down on 17 local the- 
atres Friday (7) and left nearly 85 
tons of scrap metal in the amuse- 
ment industry’s opening drive in 
collaboration with the Nebraska 
scrap campaign. Admission was by 
scrap meta! and evidence shows that 
homes were combed for anything 
that would help win the war. The 
kids came in cars, trucks, trailers, 
street cars, buses and by foot, drag- 
ging their contributions or hauling 
them in toy wagons. 

Scene defied description, 
front pages and press wires. 











made 





Lincotn’s Quota 
Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 11. 
Theatres added five tons of scrap 
to Lincoln’s metal drive with a 
single morning contest at the Stu- 
art. One lad towed in more than 
400 pounds of metal, including an 
old stove fitled with scrap. The the- 
atres and retail business men gave 
22 prizes for the best collections. 





Reading’s Drive 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 11. 

Eleven city and nearby theatres 
joined in a scrap metal and rubber 
collection campaign, admitting free 
at special pefformances on Monday 
(10) any person bringing in three 
pounds or more of scrap metal or 
rubber. Most of the theatres put 
large bins on the sidewalk in front 
of the house to receive the scrap. 

J. Lester Stallman, spokesman for 
the cooperating theatres, said that 
all members of three theatre em- 
ployees’ and projectionists’ unions 
gave their services free for special 
Monday morning shows. No tickets 
were sold for the special shows at 


| which the scrap was received in lieu 


of money for tickets. 
In San Anton’, Too 
San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

Patriotism has invaded the Span- 
ish-American section of this city. 
Scrap metal is to be the admission 
for adults and children at the Pro- 
gresso tomorrow (12) in a special 
showing which has been arranged 
by Air Raid Warden Antonio Montez 
of Precinct 19. 

Garza & Garz, house owners, have 
turned over their facilities for the 
showing which will include a special 
stage and screen program. 


Three Away at 20th 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Three features went into action 
yesterday (Monday) on the 20th-Fox 
lot as half of the six slated to start 
before the beginning of September. 
Starters were ‘Lady at Large,’ ‘The 
Seventh Column’ and ‘Quiet, Please, 
Murder.’ 

Others on the August production 
schedule are ‘Over My Dead Body,’ 
‘Brasher Dubloon’ and ‘Hello Frisco, 
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Lefty's Notebook 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 
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Coolacres, Cal., Aug. 11 
Dear Joe: ; 

Glad you got a kick outta my notes last week. It sure does bring back 
a lot of memories to a guy doesn’t it? Sure was sorry to hear that Ed 
Wynn closed his vaudeville show, but it mustta been a great show, It 
had to be if only Wynn and Smith & Dale were in it. 

Speaking about Wynn, I got a note in my book about him opening a 
big girl act in 1908. He called it ‘Mr. Busybody,’ and in 1911 he took out 
a patent on a changeable cap. Anything for a laugh. Speaking about 
laughs, in 1908 there played at Proctor’s 5th Ave. Rossi's Musical Horse 
the horse laughed. That same year Marie Dressler did a pianolog. Tony 
Pastor died at the age of 76 in August of 1908. Vaudeville was pretty 
dirty in those days, too. A notice appeared in local dailies in Seattle 
under the heading ‘Clean Bills’: The following vaudeville houses at their 
performances yesterday presented programs free from vulgarity: Coli. 
seum, Pantages, Star.’ (The big time standard vaudeville house, the Or. 
pheum, wasn’t mentioned. I wonder what act did the don'ts?) 

It was in 1900 when acrobats first started wearing pads on the head when 
balancing. It seems it hasn't helped some of ’em much. It was in that year 
E. F. Albee was manager of Keith’s Union Sq. And the Graumans opened 
A Mr. Sheppton was a 50-50 partner as he put up 
the dough. The Graumans only had $12 between ’em. They played six 
acts and pic plus a piano player. Fifteen bucks for singles was tops and 
did as high as 17 shows on Sunday. After the quake they gave shows in 
a big tent, they built the National over the tent and didn’t lose a show, 
Some showman that Grauman and his son Sid. 

In 1900 Oscar Hammerstein played Abdel Kader and his Three Wives, 
The gang knew that two of the wives were Abdel’s sister-in-laws. He did 
a painting act which was plenty bad. Speaking about Hammerstein’s, I 
think one of the smartest and funniest things Willie ever did was when 
he opened the Roof. Of course in those days there was no cooling sys- 
tems and the roof was just as hot as the street, but Willie would heat 
the elevator that took you upstairs, and when you got out of the hot ele- 
vator and hit the cooler air on the roof you'd say, ‘Oh boy, it’s cool up 
here!’ 

It was in 1900 when Willie paid Williams & Walker $1,750 a week and 
Proctor paid them $2,000. In that year Will Rogers did a rope act at 
Union Square and the trade papers didn’t even give him a rumble. Ten 
year later Will did an act at the Columbia theatre (now the Mayfair) and 
at the finish of the act he introduced a lady riding a beautiful broncho, 
Bill didn’t do much talk in those days either, but he opened the act say- 
ing, ‘I fooled you for a few years so I thought I'd add somethin’ new to 
fool you with for a few more years.’ 

It was in 1910 when Al Jolson first appeared in Hammerstein's. On 
the same bill was Lois Fuller in her Ballet of Light, also her first pa- 
pearance. The Wolgast-Nelson pix were first shown that week too. Jolson 
knocked ’em for a goal. A year later, 1911, Irving Berlin made his first 
appearance at Hammerstein’s. 1910 was a great year. Frank Tinney 
made his debut at Hammerstein’s, Clark & Verdi started the first real 
double Wop act, and brother did they knock ’em dead. 

The three-ring vaudeville started at Manhattan Opera House, 23 acts 
and what a floppo. 

The talk of the year was when Percy Williams raised the stagehands’ 
salaries and cut out tipping. Didn't last long. Jake Lubin left Miner’s 
after 15 years, and became manager of Loew's Seventh Ave. He is still 
with Loew as booker. The actors sure like him plenty. 

In 1910 the Photoplane came out; it made it possible to give moving 
pictures in broad daylight and it caused a sensation among exhibitors. 
Talk about vaudeville shows. I just ran across a note of the Ideal Bill 
voted in ‘Variety’ in 1911. This is the one that won: (Running order) 
Pederson Bros., Alice Lloyd, Harry Lauder, McIntyre & Heath, Frank 
Keenan & Co. (Intermission.) Jack Norworth and Nora Bayes, Julian 
Eltinge, Nat Wills and Annette Kellerman. Wow brother, how’d you 
like to see that show? ; 

Did you know it was in 1911 that sanitary cups were first installed in 
theatres? And the Polo Grounds Co. was formed to make aviation flights 
twice a week at the Polo Grounds. Sunday concerts first started at the 
Winter Garden. They were billed as Continental Variete. It still was 
vaudeville. It was in that year a gang of us started a social order called 
The Wild Cats. Tom Cat, Tiger Cat, White Cat, Biack Cat; that’s what 
we called the officers and the members were called Kittens. It didn’t 
last: the kittens had no milk 

It was around that time Johnny Stanley’ (the wisecracker) and Allan 
Coogan (the hoofer) went to a party. After the party Stanley got into 
a fight and they had to take him to the Kings Hospital. Next morning 
Coogan got a call to come to the hospital that a friend of his wanted to 
see him. Coogan went and found Johnny in a dormitory with about 10 
beds in it. Stanley was in the second bed. Coogan sed, ‘I’m sorry Johnny, 
I came right over after you phoned, is there anything I can do for you? 
Stanley looked up and sed, ‘Yeh, change this bill around; they got me on 
second!’ 

Best to the gang, more notes next week—if you want ’em. Sez 


Your pal, 
“ Lefty. 
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| METROITES’ STUDIO 
POWWOW ON SALES 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Oct. 11. 

















Art Foster, former boxer, signed 
to player contract by Warners. 

Helmut Dantine 
at Warners. 

Grace Gillern inked player pact at 
Metro. 

Marla Graham 
ticket at 20th-Fox. 

Mary Scott’s player option picked 
up by 20th-Fox. 

Pat Patrick, legit actress, signed by 
20th-Fox. 

Happy Felton 
Metro. 

Dane Lussier drew writing ticket 
at RKO. 

Sara Haden’s ticket renewed by 
Metro. 

Jimmy Dodd’s actor option lifted 
by Republic. 

Edgar Barrier 
with Universal. 


Mike Tails Brasher 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Director chore on ‘Brasher Dub- 
loon,’ mystery tale at Warners, goes 
to Herbert I. Leeds, with filming 
slated to start Aug. 31. 

Picture is the sixth of the ‘Michael 
Shayne’ detective series, based on a 
novel by Raymond Chandler. 
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pact 


inked actor 


handed acting 


inked pact with 


inked acting pact 
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Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Metro execs converging here for 
studio confabs on company selling 
polic, for new product are William 
| Rodgers, stiles chief; J. E. Flynn, E. 
K. O'Shea, E. M. Saunders, division 
sales managers; Howard Dietz, Si 
Seadler, Arthur Schmidt, Willam 
| Ferguson, publicity, advertising and 
exploitation heads. 

Marks first time Metro concen- 
trated sales exploitation and public- 
ity toppers at the studio for discus- 
sions on various phases of distribu- 
tion, 

Most time will be devoted to the 
new selling plans, although promo- 
tion policies also are to get a going 
over. 





Col. Borrows Darnell 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Columbia borrowed Linda Darnell 
from 20th-Fox for the top femme 
lead in ‘City Without Men,’ slated 
to start Aug. 17. 

B. P. Schulberg and Samuel Bron- 
ston are co-producers, with Sidney 
Salkow directing. 
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EASE UP ON WAR 








Priorities and Forthcoming Curbs On 
Oil Pose Headaches for Theatres 








While theatres are in a highly un- 
certain state as result of priorities, 
oil deliveries and probable scarcity 
of various materials or chemicals 
important to operation, those that 
are changing over from fuel oil to 
coal are not as yet having any trou- 


ble getting the necessary grates. In 
some instances, including the entire 
Loew circuit, the handwriting on the 
wall was sighted three weeks ago 
and orders immediately placed for 
grates. No other essential materials 
are required in the changeover. 


However, many theatres construct- 
ed in recent years were built for 
oil heating and thus room was not 
provided where coal could be 
stored. In such cases that becomes 
another problem but where houses 
have a lot of room, coal is being 
stored up for fear there may be a 
shortage of that product this win- 
ter due to possible mining and 
transportation difficulties. 

Doubted that there are many the- 
atres using fuel oil for Diesel en- 
gines in the operation of cooling 
systems but considerable apprehen- 
sion concerning refrigeration in the- 
atres and elsewhere (hotels, night 
clubs, restaurants, etc.) are being 
felt due to inability to get equip- 
ment. 

There is also the possibility that 
there may be a scarcity in chem- 
icals used in_ refrigeration. A 
large number of systems employ a 
chemical known as freeon, base of 
which is chlorine, an essential in 
munitions manufacture. 

Cooling Plants 

Most systems are powered by 
electricity and not improbable that 
as the war goes on and a scarcity 
in electric power develops, cooling 
systems may be banned. This was 
recently threatened in parts of the 
south. While there is nothing to 
support fears of a general shortage 
in electricity this year, the War 
Production Board plans a study of 
the situation, it is said. 


Another wartime eventuality may 
be a shortage of gas used for certain 
cooling systems and for cooking. In 
some theatres in Texas, natural gas 
is used while in other cases differ- | 
ent gases are employed. 





Aside from the possibilities of a} 
shortage of gas or chemicals for re- 
frigeration, and of electricity or oil| 
to power the systems, theatre op-| 
erators are having difficulties get-| 
ting new mechanical parts. Pointed | 
that while chemicals containing | 
Chlorine may not be placed under 


Priority due to the war, the drums/|] $340,000 
into which the stuff goes are not| 


being made any more. 

Nor can cooling towers be ob- 
tained. In New York City it has 
been ruled that no theatres can use 
more than a certain amount of water 


unless cooling towers are installed 
to conserve it. Houses without 
them are in the minority. 


When it comes to applying to the 
Ww ° 
WPB for anything mechanical, such 


as motors, drums, condensers, com- 
pressors and other parts essential to 
cooling equipment, the WPB is 


likely to pose the question, ‘Is this 
more important to you or to muni- 


tions and the winning of the war?’ | 


As one theatre executive sees it, 
there’s only one answer to that 
question, 

Pointed out that all a theatre can 
hope to do is to try to keep equip- 
ment in repair, get broken or worn 
parts fixed up, shop around for sec- 
ond-hand materials or ferret out lit- 
tle shops where parts might be 
made. However, added that even 


mately run out of steel, copper and 
other essential metals. 

Motors of any kind, even to the 
small ones employed in home or 
office fans, are extremely difficult 
to get now. Thus, not only may 
blood, sweat and tears’ apply to 
theatres that can’t operate cooling 


systems or fans, but also to the | 


nome eine A 
‘ome of the average American. 


ve 


Alice Hellos Frisco 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Alice Faye draws the top femme 
role in ‘Hello, Frisco, Hello,’ start- 
ing Sept, 26. 

It will be her first appearance be- 
fore the lenses since she took time 
out for motherhood nearly a year 
ago. 


Exhibs Hire Out 
At $4-a-Day To 
Help NW Harvest 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

Ineligible for military service, 
Harry Dickerman” and Ted Mann, 
prominent and successful independ- 
ent theatre circuit owners here, have 
hired out as harvest hands at $4 a 
day plus keep. With a shortage of 
farm help in the face of bountiful 
crops, the pair feels they’re doing 
their ‘bit’ by going into the harvest 
fields as common laborers. Also, 
they feel it'll do them plenty of 
good physically. 
be a lot easier than trying to buy 
film reasonably or get adjustments,’ 
adds Dickerman. 











Dickerman only recently com- 
pleted a 240-mile_ bicycle trip 
through the northern Minnesota 
wilds and he’s in the pink. Mann, a 
one-time boxer, keeps in shape by 
playing handball. 





Zinn Vice Yandell 


Frank T. Zinn, resident counsel of 
Radio Corp. of America, was elected 
to the RKO directorate, succeeding 
Lunsford P. Yandell, resigned. 

Zinn will represent RCA on the 


board. Yandell has gone into Red 
Cross work, now headquartered in 
London. 


‘Pitching hay will | 


STORY BUYS 





TOO MANY B'S. 
ePOIL MARKET 


Editors Told Not to Buy Too 
Far Ahead of Actual Re- 
quirements Due to Uncer- 
tainty of B.O. Reception 
and Conservation — Top- 
heavy War Film Sched- 
ules Upset Balanced 
Screen Fare 








SOME HOLD OVER 





Story edito~s of some of the major 
film companies have received in- 
structions from their production and 
distribution departments not to buy 
stories too far ahead of actual re- 
quirements due to uncertainty as to 
the volume and type of war pic- 
tures which will continue to prove 
acceptable to the public. 

Also figuring in hesitancy to make 

further large scale commitments is 
the film conservation problem which 
several producers fear may yet be 
settled suddenly by arbitrary gov- 
ernment rationing of raw film stock 
instead of via voluntary industry 
compliance. In this event, distribu- 
tcrs may hold back pictures, even 
though completed this year, to pad 
out the following season’s schedules. 
Literary material purchased too far 
jin advance might prove unsuitable 
|by that time. 
War-backgrounded pictures in the 
lhigher budget brackets’ continue 
strongly in public favor for the time 
being, but story department heads 
are becoming more discriminating 
in selection of material for future 
production. Fear expressed by major 
company story editors is that the 
copius flow of B product with a war 
theme mey spoil the market for 
other war films. ‘It takes more than 
a war title sandwiched in between 
|a couple of trite situations to make 
| a good war picture,’ stated one story 
editor in commenting on the flood 
of quickies being placed on the mar- 
| ket. 








Femme Roles a Problem 
Story editors have a major prob- 
lem also in getting scripts with fat 
|p.rts for women. 
(Continued on page 24) 
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‘Shortage Is Too Great’ Says Hopper 
Preparing Raw Film Ration Order: 








UA, U, Col Oppose Individual Quotas 


Yank in H’wood 





Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

It used to be a tooth for a 
tooth but now it is a Yank for 
a Yank. 

Jack Warner phoned Sam 
Goldwyn, ‘When are you going 
to send me a print of ‘Pride of 
the Yankees?’ Sam tossed a fast 
one right back, ‘When you send 
me a print of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.’ 


Need 6 Mos. To 
Estimate Trailer 
Conservation 











Although distributors have agreed 
to-a ceiling on the length of trailers, 
in accordance with the grade of the 
pictures produced, it is impossible to 
estimate about how much film will 
be conserved through this ard other 
moves. 

Nor, in the opinion of Herman 
Robbins, president of National 
Screen Service, can any line be ob- 
tained as to the number of prints 
that will be required since the ex- 
tent of the bookings, which vary 
considerably, determine the amount 
of printing necessary. 

Ceilings on trailer length agreed to 
calls for a maximum of 200 feet on 
outstandingly big pictures like 
‘Miniver, ‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ etc., while 
tops for the average picture of ‘A’ 
classification will be 150 feet. For 
the bdlance of the product sent on 
release the maximum footage will be 
100. In the past some trailers have 
run 300 to 350 feet on big pictures 
but, in such cases, National Screen 


Any number of |Service has always made an alter- 


(Continued on page 24) 














BROADWAY GROSSES 


THIRD WEEK IN JULY 




















KEY CITY GROSSES 


THIRD WEEK IN JULY ' 





FOURTH WEEK IN JULY 
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Though in the dead of summer, wie 
Broadway, as well as in selected key cities, shot 


While the uptren 
time conditions, defense work, 


| SHARP MIDSUMMER B.O. RISE 


with the little shops they will ulti-| 


when business normally lags, a compilation of grosses on 
~ a sharp rise for the last two weeks of July over 
the corresponding periods in 1941 and 1940. Fo? the final week of July the take on Broadway 
third, while for out-of-town situations of major importance it 
d in receipts is credited in considerable measure to war- 
patronage of servicemen, gas rationing and other factors, the 
product sent on release during July has also contributed importantly. 











Washington, Aug. 11. 


Formal conservation order, limit- 
ing both footage and number of fea- 
tures, is expected from the War Pro- 
duction Board by the end of the 
week. Finishing touches are being 
put on the official decree, which 
will follow closely the industry pro- 
posals for a raw stock cut just under 
20%, but the federal authorities are 
liable to go a little farther than the 
producers did voluntarily. How de- 
tailed the curtailment ultimatum will 
be is conjectural, as some poinfs 
have not been finally decided, but 
officials hint the order will be very 
rigid. 

The industry will not be permitted 
to escape federal control longer on the 
contention it is cutting down on crit- 
ical materials o€ its own initiative. 


‘The shortage is too great. We 
must be certain there will be con- 
Servation, Harold Hopper, chief of 
the WPB film division, said today. 


Complete ban on industrial and 
advertising reels is anticipated, and 
the number of entertainment shorts 
may be limited. 

Officials have discovered that 
around 300,000 feet of raw stock is 
consumed annually in non-theatrical 
promotion films and ballyhoo prod- 
uct which is not considered essen- 
tial. Though such a_ prohibition 
would affect small commercial lab- 
oratories. Mounting Government 
business—educational reels for civil- 
ian defense, military training, and 
such—probably will keep some of 
these going. 

Chiefly, the WPB will formalize 
and make binding the ‘conservation 
formula devised by the industry, but 
the order will have the further effect 
of, putting a definite ceiling on out- 
put. At present it is not intended 
to set individual quotas for each pro- 
ducing company, though this may be 
done if the studios cannot agree on 
how. to split up the over-all allow- 
ances. 

Cut of from 10 to 20% in the num- 
ber of features is indicated. At the 
outset, WPB may be content with 
decreeing that this season’s output 
| cannot top tast year’s,;-but the. edds 
| are that there will be some percent- 
| age reduction that may be made 
| more drastic if the other conserva- 
| tion steps do not bring the desired 
saving. 

There is continuing skepticism that 
| the producers’ own curtailment plans 
| will prove sufficient to bring con- 
sumption, down to the desired levels, 
Officials are cheered by the agree- 
ment to make fewer prints and curb 
retakes, but doubt if these reforms 
| will do the trick. Fear is revealed 
| that the industry will backslide after 
ia short period, which is why the 
| YPB has decided to make the agree- 
| ment binding. 





N. ¥. Meeting 


Film industry recommendations 
made the previous week for a per- 
centage-wise cut in use of raw film 
stock, ranging from 15% to 24%, 
were thrown overboard at a meeting 
of motion picture industry leaders 
held in the Paramount board room in 


New York Friday (7) on question of 
conserving raw film, via individual 
quotas, in compliance with War Pro- 
duction Board suggestions. 

United Artists went on record as 
being unable to underwrite any per- 
centage cut in footage because it is 
solely a distributing organization, and 
jany cut in celluloid in its case would 
|be tompletely under control of its 
| producers. Universal and Columbia 
also held out against the percentage 
cut in films discussed a week earlier. 

Confabs were held under the 
shadow of an impending War Pro- 
duction Board order, mooted since 
'last spring, which would arbitrarily 
| freeze raw stock production, impose 
i ceilings on use of film for entertain- 
jment purposes and amateur photog- 
| raphy and establish a priorities order 
| system. 
| Upshot of the meeting Friday, at 
which Barney Balaban, Nate Blum- 

(Continued on page 24) 
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WAKE ISLAND _ [Seiten Sea in, the California desert saiatere Reviews (Rem Sa SES eat © SEVEN SWEETHEARTS 
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The heroic defense of Wake Island 
Jest December by some 385 U. S. Ma- 
yines has already taken its place in 
American history. Paramount, in set- 
tng out to reproduce that inspiring 
s.ory as a screen feature, took on a 
grave responsibility to the heroes 
who gave their lives at Wake as well 
eas to the American public, in whose 
heart these men were enshrined. The 
studio has borne its responsibility 
splendidly. It has not only been al- 
most minutely faithful to the facts 
and magnificently caught the spirit 
of the brave defenders, but, without 
stooping to cheapness in any way, 
made of ‘Wake Island’ one of the 
most striking pictures of the year. 
It will do dandy business every- 
w rere. 

Sereenwriters W. R. Burnett and 
F_ank Butler undeniably were given 
a set of facts that required very lit- 
tle embroidering to make of them a 
Hollywood epic. And by treating 
those facts with sincerity and good 
taste, by resisting the temptation to 


make of these Marines any greater | 


heroes than any man is in doing his 
full duty in face of great danger, 
they’ve made a picture that is equdl 
in its way to the exploit itself. Never 
is there pandering to phoney flag- 
waving, always just a group of nor- 
mal human beings who knew of no 
other course than fighting to the end. 

The names won’t mean much on 
the marquee—Brian Donlevy, Mac- 
donald Carey, Robert Preston. Except 
for a momentary bit there’s not even 
a femme in the film. And the smaller 
heuses have had a _ succession of 
cheapie war mellers cut from a 
somewhat similar pattern, albeit very 
Cisappointing. So an exhib playing 
“Wake Island’ will have to figure on 
coing plenty of exploitation on his 
own, in addition to the heavy cam- 
peign Par is putting behind the pic. 


* Tne film’s no b.o. pushover per se, 


but will go big when the word gets 
around. . 


The story itself was front-page 
reading and on every tongue from 
Tec. 7 through those weeks until 
the meager radio reports stopped 
coming and the U. S. knew that the 
inevitable had happened. There's 
always the thought and hope in the 
¢ ‘aience’s heart that a fresh detach- 
ment of U. S. Marines will arrive and 
s.ve the day—as they have done in 
£9 many Hollywood features before. 
I it not in this one. It’s unfortunate 
teat this has to be the saga of one 
more of those ‘successful defeats’ of 
which the United Nations have had 
£) many in this-war, but’ “Wake [s- 
Innd’ makes it clear those men didn’t 
ficht and die in vain. True, the Japs 
took Wake, but the Marines took the 
Japs for at least four warships and 
hundreds of men. 

n an unusual switch on the stand- 
t ‘Any similarity...is entirely co- 
i cidental...,’ an introduction makes 
« car that individual characteristics 
; .’en the men are Hollywood license, 
but other similarities are entirely in- 
tentional. Brian Donlevy is excel- 
Ient as the ever-going and unexcita- 
b‘e major who commanded the post, 
waile coming nearest to stealing per- 

ral glory away from the story it- 
self are Robert Preston and William 
Bendix as a kind of Quirt and Flagg 

mbination. Albert Dekker over- 
es things just a bit as a tough con- 
uction superintendent, while Mac- 
© -nald Carey shows fine restraint as 
2 .uer who is trying to even the score 
for the death of his wife in the Pearl 
I »rbor attack. 

Yarn goes back to a dinner give 
by the officers of Wake to Pentre 
‘ambassador of peace’ Irurusu during 
bis Clipper stopover on his way to 
Vashington. Like other U. S. citi- 
zonry, the Marinese anticipated no 
t ouble and there is a certain amount 
«* laxity evident, although also a 
£ od deal of snap. In certainly the 
most exciting bombing scenes yet 


own, the Japs come over on that 
s ‘nday afternoon. Almost every- 
t'ng is destroyed, but they come day 
* -er day, with the men living beside 
t-cir guns in foxholes. When they 
tink there can be nothing but rub- 
b’e left, the Japs bring up their fleet 
t) take the island. In a fingernail- 
bi ing sequence, Donlevy allows the 
ships to approach almost to the beach 
before ordering his meager artillery 
to open up. The results are disas- 
t ous for the sons of Hirohito and 
they’re forced to retire. They keep 
trving, however, until American guns 
v i'l no longer operate, there’s prac- 
t cally no ammunition left and the 
fow patched-up planes have all been 
Int. The flying sequences, incident- 
2’, are plentiful and topnotch. 

‘ar obtained a very faithful repro- 
ction Of Wake on the shores of the 
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iL. A., Aug. 10, ‘42. Running time, 97 
MINS. 
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As title implies, ‘Orchestra Wives’ 
ha. a bandstand background. Filmu- 
lsical furthermore has Glenn Miller 
jand his band to get it through the 
| regular runs for profitable business. 
{Miller delivers liberal potions of his 
{musical and band specialties to catch 
attention from his jitterbug, radio 
end jukebox following. Although 
George Montgomery, Ann Rutherford 
,and Cesar Romero are not heavy 
marquee voltage, they satisfy in 
jteamup with the maestro. 
| Montgomer”, trumpeter in Miller’s 
band, meets nd falls in love with 
snall-town gal nn Rutherford when 
band is on one-night tour of the mid- 
|dle west. Pair get married, and new 
| wife joins the touring aggrevation 
ifor continuance to the Coast. On re- 
lturn tour to the midwest, catty wife 
|bickerings finally break up the band, 
|with Miss Rutherford as victim -of 
ithe whole affair. There’s the inevit- 
jable separation of the newlyweds, 
with suave and on-the-make pianist 
‘Romero teaming up with the bride to 
get both the band and married couple 
together for reunions. After Miss 
|Rutherford discovers the trials and 
|tribulations of a musician’s wife, and 
junderstands the situation, everything 
is lovely for the finish. 

In addition to four tunes concocted 

iby Mack Gordon and Harry Warren, 
|Miller and his band give out with 
iseveral strong tunes that are already 
currently identified. Gordon-Warren 
|tunes include the standout ‘Serenade 
jin Blue,’ sung by Lynn Bari in front 
jOof Miller’s band; ‘I’ve Got a Gal in 
|\Kalamazoo,’ finale; ‘People Like You 
jand Me,’ for opening, and ‘At Last,’ 
|melodic number sung by Miss Bari. 
|Nichoias Bros. come on for the finale 
jto wow the audience with an excep- 
tional display for dance and song 
|which serves as a show-stopper. 
Overall, picture is an above-par 
|filmusical which will satisfy in the 
regular runs. Scripters have trans- 
|posed the regulation. formula cf a 
backstage musical to behind the 
bandstand for whatever novelty the 
basic background might have. Archie 
Mavo injects plenty of lightness in a 
rather true-to-form script, while pro- 
|duction mounting is above par. 
Miss Rutherford clicks as the girl, 
|with Montgomery okay as the musi- 
jcian.* Miller has little to do outside 
of directing the band, with Mayo ap- 
preciating his handicaps on the act- 
ing end. Romero does well as the 
pianist and partial glamour boy, 
while Miss Bari is the siren-singer 
with the band. Carole Landis looks 
to be fading in a minor supporting 
jrole as a quick-lipped wife. Others 
in support include Virginia Gilmore, 
Mary Beth Hughes, Tamara Geva, 
Frank Orth and Grant Mitchell. 





Walt. 
(WITH SONGS) 

Metro production and_ release. Stars 
Jeanette MacDonald, Robert Young fea- 
}tures Reginald Owen, Ethel Waters, Grant 
| Mitchell, Lionel Atwill, Edward Ciannelli. 
Directed by Maj. W. S. Van Dyke II. 
Screenplay by John McLain, based on idea 
by Ladislas Fodor; camera, Ray June; 
editor, James E. Newcom; songs, Arthur 
iSchwartz, E. Y. Harburg, Harold Arlen; 
musical score, Herbert Stothart. Trade- 
shown in N. Y., Aug. 10, °42. Running 
time, 101 MINS, 
| Marcia bd by ETE, Jeanette MacDonald 
Homer Smith......eeeee+..+-Robert Young 
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SOT in 68s orp eveee de boee --..-Dooley Wilson 
Bs via De% 05.00 060460 66be0 65008 Larry Nunn 
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Fone, LArTuge..coccccecs: Cecil Cunningham 
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PS Peet ee Teer ...Frank Richards 
| — 
| Away from straight musicals for 


a change, the producers still have 
not done right by Jeanette MacDon- 
ald. Present vehicle is a change of 
lpace for Metro’s singing star and, 
ijwhile a step in the right direction, 
jtrouble is that the farcical story goes 
ijcompletely haywire before it nears 
lany logical conclusion. And what 


Bright entertainment that may 
be deterred at the b.o. by lack 
of cast names. 

‘A Yank At Eton’ (M-G). Roo- 
ney needed to carry it for more 
thar nominal boxoffice. 

‘Berlin Correspondent’ 
Spy meller with Berlin 
Will satisfy in the duals. 

‘Careful, Seft Shoulders’ 
(20th). An unexciting spy yarn 
that is okay for the duals. 

‘Highways by Night’ (RKO). 
Stereotyped meller for the sec- 
onaary duals. 

‘Sweetheart of the Fleet’ 
(Cot) (Songs). A good comedy 
that can stand top billing on 
duals. 

‘Just Off Broadway’ (20th). 
Lloyd Nolan in better than av- 
erage Michael Shane whodunit. 

‘Timber’ (U). Strong action 
meller will provide good ad- 
venture entertainment as sup- 
porter in the program houses. 

‘Cyclone Kid’ (Rep). Familiar 
horse opera pattern, with Don 
Barry, geared for lower duals, 

‘Down Texas Way’ (Mono), 
First rate western with Buck 
Jones, Tim McCoy and Raymond 
Hatton as the ‘Rough Riders.’ 

‘Fantasmas En Buenos Aires’ 
(Argentine). Poorly made; b.o. 
prospects poor. 


(20th). 
localé. 


‘Bombs Over Burma’ (PRC). 
Very poor warfront pro- 
grammer. 

‘Secuestro Sensacional’ (Ar- 


gentine). Okay Spanish-language 
comedy for Latin America. 











| 
\might have been a whacky kidding 
| of spy melodramas turns out an un- 
distinguishable hybrid. It will have 
a struggle at the boxoffice almost 
everywhere despite the MacDonald- 
| Robert Young combination. ‘Cairo’ 
‘is about the third straight weakie for 
Miss MacDonald. 

Prime trouble with the present 
ifilm is that there’s not sufficient em- 
phasis on the romantic moments and 


too much on extraneous melodra- 
i;matics. Some idea of the plot ab- 


isurdities is gleaned from the near- 
climax in which she opens a secret 
idoor in a trick desert ypramid by 
singing ‘high C.’. To make it worse, 
the idea that she is going to use her 
vocal -chords-fcr-such an exigency 1s 
planted elaborately early in the 
story. 

While the preposterous story of a 
country newspaper reporter, who is 
isent to the Libyan battlefront as 
some honor bestowed on his paper, 
moves swiftly enough, it is a dis- 
(jointed, harum-scarum yarn. It 
starts out like it might be regular 
| melodrama, but swerves into straight 
jfarce when Miss MacDonald, as a 
iformer American screen actress be- 
itween pictures in London, hires 
|Young. as her butler. Seems he 
iwanted to be near her, suspecting 
ishe is a Nazi spy. Then all the mel- 
lowest melodrama is tossed in and 
ifinally rounded off with a kidding 
\final scene in which the two princi- 
|pals practically address the audience. 
\It’s confusing if not amusing. 
| Young makes the most of an ab- 
isurd, almost stupid country newspa- 
per reporter role, being happiest in 
the all-too-few romantic moments 
with Miss MacDonald. She sings 
well and is delightful in these lighter 
romantic moments. Virtually a duet 
with Ethel Waters, which Miss Mac- 
Donald sings while seated in her 
pretentious bathtub, seems in dubi- 
ous taste. Miss Waters has two other 
occasions to sing, and registers in her 
customary standard style. She is 
cast as the maid. 

Mona Barrie heads the large sup- 
porting cast. She’s obviously a Nazi 
agent to everybody but the cast. 
Reginald Owen, with virtually a bit 
role; Lionel Atwill, Edward Cian- 
nelli, Mitchell Lewis and Dooley 
Wilson top the remainder of the sup- 
porting cast. 

Fact that most scenes are supposed 
to be near Libya, or in the city of 
Cairo, calls for costly production 
background. But the use of too many 
miniatures and newsreel clips in ac- 
tional scenes do not enhance the 
picture. 

Perhaps the outstanding tune is 
‘My Heart Goes Dancing On,’ by 
Arthur Schwartz, E. Y. Harburg and 
jHarold Arlen, although ‘Keep the 
i\Light Burning Brightly in the Har- 
bor’ is tuneful if tverly plugged. 
\‘The Moon Looks Down on Cairo’ is 
‘nicely soloed by the star. 
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In this newest Sonja Henie film, 
the romantic pattern this time has 
the boy a United States Marine, the 
locale in Iceland and the patriotic 
angle will add considerably to the 
established b.o. lure of Miss Henie 
and her superlative blade work. 
Mack Gordon and Harry Warren 
have dressed it up with five nice 
songs, and the ice-skating production 
scene are splendiferous, per usual, 
All this aggregates a fluffy, escapist 
entertainment geared for good box- 
office returns, especially when consid- 
ering the additional narne value of 
Sammy Kaye and his popular swing- 
and-sway_ orchestra. Bands have 
been proving their worth as film and 
theatre draws, and Kaye ranks high 
among the top dance-band maestros. 

Plot is simple. Miss Henie is a 
Reykjavik, Iceland, belle who be- 
comes smitten with John Payne the 
first time she lamps the marine on 
his arrival in Iceland with comedic 
pal Jack Oakie. Miss Henie then 
brushes off her ardent swain, goofy 
Sterling Holloway, and appeases her 
family with the phoney story that 
she is soon to become the marine’s 
wife. That also sets at rest her 
younger sister, whose wedding to the 
son of a herring tycoon must first 
await the marriage of the older sis- 
ter. Once Miss Henie plants the lie, 
she tries to work it into the truth, 
and finally succeeds. Payne is one 
of those marines who always effects 
a landing, but doesn’t stick—but the 
cute little blonde ropes him right 
from under the flaring nostrils of 
|\Joan Merrill whom Payne once 
iditched in Brooklyn and who brings 
|her tuneful tonsils to Iceland as vo- 
jcalist with Kaye’s orch, on location 
|in the Jorg hotel in Iceland. 

Miss Henie’s skating, plus some 
|striking ensembles, is rung in via an 
}ice carnival staged for the Red Cross. 
| There are some excellent solo and 
{group skating bits, notably the Ha- 
|waiian hula routine 
|Henie shaking a wicked. chassis. 
| Miss Merrill takes care of the sing- 
ling and capably, photographing nice- 
\ly as well. Kaye’s musicians, as a 
'glee club, and a quartet of unbilled 
girls assist on the vocals in several 
spots. Such tunes of ‘You Can’t Say 
No to a Soldier,’ ‘Lovers Knot,’ ‘Let’s 
i\Bring New Glory to Old Glory,’ 
‘There’ll Never Be Another You’ and 
‘I Like a Military Tune’ are all nicely 
attuned to the action, with Kaye's 
orch giving them a good musical 
sendoff. Kaye is no Tyrone Power in 
front of the camera, but sufficiently 
personable for his purpose. 

All the performances are standard 
and no standouts. Miss Henie always 
gets over and her skating alone is 
worth the price of admission. Payne 
fits. the part of a good-looking wolf 
in marine’s clothing, and Oakie is his 
|usual hokey self as the fat boy none 
of the girls loves. Holloway likewise 
turns in a nice comedy job: ditto 
Felix Bressart, as Miss Henie’s 
| father, who is trying to get his coffee 
ishop out of bankruptcy via an advan- 
tageous marriage by one of his 
daughters. ° Osa Massen, Fritz Feld, 
Adeline DeWalt Reynolds, ' Ilka 
Gruning and Ludwig Stossel acquit 
themselves well in smaller roles. 

Producer William LeBaron and 
director Bruce Humberstone scored 
highly in their respective depart- 
ments, as did cameraman Arthur 
Miller and skating ensemble director 
James Gonzales. Scho. 


AMPTO of Western Pa. 
Convenes Oct. 19 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 
Annual convention of the AMPTO 
of Western Pennsylvania has been 
set for Oct. 19-20 at either the Wil- 
liam Penn or the Roosevelt hotel 
here. With national Allied meet un- 
scheduled and deferred because of 
war, there had been talk that West- 
ern Pa. association might likewise 
abandon a unit convention this year, 
but officials decided against any can- 
cellation. 
General chairman and committees 
will be announced in .a féw weeks. 











which has Miss | 


| (Continued on page 


Putting this surfacey, harmless bit 
of fluff in the hands of less-skilled 
craftsmen might possibly have been 
disastrous for ‘Seven Sweethearts.’ 
But with Joe Pasternak and Frank 
Borzage at the helm, plus some fine 
performances, not only by the prin- 
cipals but also the supporting plav- 
ers, the result is one of Metro's 
brighter entertainments. It should 
do well on the duals, but will prop- 
ably need a fairly strong pic as ac- 
companiment for the basic boxoffice 
lure because of a lack of cast names, 


The first to be produced by Joe 
Pasternak at Metro, after years with 
/Universal, this starter suggests the 
jproducer’s new influence. At U, of 
|}eourse, Pasternak was tke produc- 
tionel pivot for the Deanna Durbin 
isuecesses; his initial Metro picture 
\prominently identifies Kathryn Gray- 
‘son as a singer-actress whom Metro 
|plans for a buildup commensurate to 
that given Miss Durbin at Universal. 
| And Miss Grayson should serve as 
lan excellent foil for the Metro pub- 
llicists. She has a better-than-aver- 
lage talent as a singer and actress, in 
laddition to being a cute brunet 
looker. 


Story has an element of novelty, 
| dealing with a tulip festival in a 
|Michigan township whose residents, 
jall of Dutch descent, still follow to 
a considerable degree the modes and 
}customs of the mother country. The 
festival is patterned after one fhaf 
japparently had formerly been given 
jalong the Zuyder Zee. Key to the 
jyarn is an innkeeper, a widower with 
|seven daughters,’ all of whom, quite 
jnaturally, had been sources of great 
|disappointment to him in his desire 
for sons. To appease his disappoint- 
| ment, consequentiy, he named all his 
daughters for boys with the excep- 
| tion of the eldest. A metropolitan 
newspaper reporter, detailed to do a 
story on the festival, provides the 
istory’s romantic complications when 
ithe eldest daughter sets her Dutch 
icap for him while he, in turn, goes 
|for the youngest who, consistent with 
|papa’s ideas, is called Billie 

Miss Grayson is Billie; Van Heflin 
|plays the reporter, and S. Z. Sakall is 
| papa. The latter again registers one 
|of his fine character studies. Heftin, 
of course, is still one of Hollywood's 
jexcellent young leading men, while 
outstanding performances among the 
isupport include those by Marsha 
Hunt, as the affected eldest daughter; 
|Isobel Elsom, Carl Esmond, Donald 
|Meek and Lewis Howard. 
Miss Grayson’s operatic voice fea- 
jtures an aria that’s hardiy suited to 
the story’s major premise, while 
jthree operetta-type tunes also show 
loff her voice well. ‘Tulip Time,’ by 
|Burton Lane and Ralph Freed, is best 
lof the latter group. 
Picture has been mounted in the 
lusually grade-A Pasternak manner, 
with Frank Borzage’s direction be- 
ling skillful, imaginative and notable 
ifor the handling of even the most 
lobscure supporting performers. 
Naka. 





A YANK AT ETON 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 





Metro release of John Considine, J: pro- 
duction. Stars Mickey Rooney; features 
|} Edmund Gwenn, Ian Hunter, Freddie Bar- 
| tholomew. Directed by Norman Taurog. 


| Screenplay by George Oppenheimer, Lionel 

Houser, Thomas Phipps; original by Oppen- 
|heimer; camera, Karl Freund and Charles 
| Lawton; specia! effects, Warren Newcome, 


editor, Albert Akst. Trareshown in L A. 
| Aug. 11, '42. Running time, 88 MINS. 
Timothy Dennis...... ....Mickey Rooney 
LAR acs sgt eeaeae Edmund Gwenn 
| Boger CAPIGOR..c20c00 secees kan Hunter 
Peter Carlton Freddie Bartholomew 
| Winifred Dennis Carlton.....Marta Linden 
j} Jane (The Runt)........+0+ Juanita Quigley 
Mr. Duncan... .ccccccccsesesi Alan Mowbray 
Ronnie Kenvil....+.«.« eeee-.- Peter Lawfo 
Inky Weeld...... eocceess- Raymond Severn 
Flossie SamMpsSon..eeeeseeeeess Tina Thayer 
M’Dame......sseose coccessss Minna Phillips 
Restaurateur. ...-ceceeeereeeces lan Napier 
TATTOO. ais 0 ook s Vee ee ve ceus Terry Kilburn 





Mickey Rooney, as a typical Amer- 
ican boy, is enrolled at the English 
prep school of Eton for a lightly set 
up drama of American enterprise 
bumping against British tradition. 
With a none-too-solid story, picture 
utilizes abilities of Rooney to fullest 
extent—and biz will rest on shoul- 
ders of -Mickey to get it across for 
more than nominal grosses. 

Although there’s a fairly liberal 
supply of laughs, all generated by 
the capable Rooney, basic background 
is too colloquial for the general run 
of American audiences to understand 
or particularly care about. And 
same applies for the British film cus- 
tomers, who are likely to resent 
inumber of apparently unintention 
pokes that are taken at English 
20) 
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Films Striking Bonanza in Chi: 
‘Above All Smash $25,000, ‘Sarong’ 
Nifty $18,000, “Miniver’ 4th $20,000 





Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Business has been and continues 
great in the loop, with the week- 
ends simply a matter of how many 
people must be turned away from 
the boxoffices. With thousands of 
service men training in Chicago 
alone and also nearby, the city is a 
carnival on the weekends, especially 
due to the number of relatives and 


friends who come to the city to’visit 
the soldiers. 

Two band leaders are accounting 
for the big trade currently, with 
Benny Goodman smashing through 
to better than $55,000 in the Chicago, 
and Blue Barron proving the best 
boxoffice draw in weeks for the 
Oriental. 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ went out of the 
Apollo, but remains in the United 
Artists as one of the top money films 
of the year. Apollo was taken over 
for the hold-over of ‘Kings Row,’ 
which left the State-Lake after five 
weeks. In the State-Lake ‘This 
Above All’ is a wallop. 

Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Kings Row’ (WB). Here after 
five weeks in the State-Lake, this 
flicker is holding up well at $8,500. 
Last week ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
finished three smash _ sessions to 
walloping $11,700. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Kissed the Bride’ (Col) and Benny 
Goodman orch. Strictly the Good- 
man band for the money currently; 
rocketing to mammoth $55,000. Last 
week, Ozzie Nelson band helped 
‘Take Letter’ (Par) to big $45,800. 


Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Take Letter’ (Par) and ‘Mokey’ 
(M-G). Latter flicker is new to 
loop and combination is good at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Tortilla’ (M-G) 
and ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par), 
finished three big weeks in this 
house to brilliant $6,100. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 


55-65) —Atlantic Convoy’ (Col) and 
Blue Barron band. Entirely the 
work of the band. Smashing through 
to $23,000, great. Last week, ‘Inter- 
national Casino Revue’ unit on stage 
built to $22,000 with ‘Old California’ 
(Rep). 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Pardon Sarong’ (U) and ‘Men of 
Texas’ (U). Abbott and Costello 
will corral hean of coin at $18,000. 


Last week, ‘Lady in Jam’ (U) and | 
man- 


‘Happened Flatbush’ (20th), 
aged a fortnight at $10,100 for final 
sesh, 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 


75)—‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) and 
‘Annie Tooney’ (UA). Good biz ct 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan i:cw 
York’ (M-G) and ‘Pacific Rendez- 
vous’ (M-G), 1d 27,CC0. 

State-Lake .700;: 35-55- 


65-75 )—" This Above Ail (26th). "Ger 
away fast and heading for 
initial week at $25,000. 
‘Kings Row’ (WB), finished five big 
weeks here to grand $12,700. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (4th 
wk). Money flicker running steadily 
to big trade at $20,000, after coming 
through last week to $18,200. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—Prisoner Japan’ (PRC) and 
“Yank Libya’ (PRC). Combination 
is all right for action mob at $6,500. 
Last week, ‘King Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Dangerous Game’ (RKO) (revivals), 
finished two good weeks to $4,800. 


ALL PROV. B.0.S GOOD; 





‘ + | fact that there are 
DANDY HEFTY $20,000) ini: summer than last, coupled with 


Providence, Aug. 11. 
_It really is the ‘good old summer 
time’ for main-stemmers hereabouts, 
with even the weather cooperating 
to make things hum. A day-long 
downpour Sunday forced cancella- 
tion of outdoor programs scheduled 
for Providence’s parks, which left 
the theatres as the only form of en- 
tertainment. 
Estimates for This Week 

filbee (RKO) (2,300; 28-39-50)— 
. Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) (2d wk) 
and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) (1st wk). Hold- 
ing up very well and promising nifty 
$7,000. Last week ‘Lieutenant’ and 
Not Ladies’ Man’ (RKO), very good 
$9,100. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
55}—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (4th 
downtown wk). Still going strong, 
with nice $3,800 expected. Last week 
Fa A ae (WB) (2d run), good 


Fay’s (Indic) 


‘Little Tokyo’ (20th) and vaude. 


House packing them in to tune of 
Swell $7,000. Last week ‘Spy Ship’ 


(WB) and vaude, sound $6,500. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 


smash | 
Last week, | 


(2,000; 28-39-50)— 


$1.10)— 


50-55), ‘Eagle Squadron’ (WB) (2d 
wk), zowie $12,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 35-40-55)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Meet Ste- 
warts’ (M-G). Carrying itself along 
for fairly good $14,000. Last week 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk), swell 
$14,000. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par) and ‘Moon- 
light Masquerade’ (Par). Paced for 
nice $9,000. Last week ‘Beyond Blue 
Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ 
(Par) (2d wk), swell $7,000. 


“YANKEES” FINE 
$15,000 IN 
CLEVE. 





Cleveland, Aug. 11. 

Syncopation is paying biggest divi- 
dends here, with combo of Vaughn 
Monroe’s orch on local vaude bow 
and Kay Kyser’s ‘My Favorite Spy’ 
tooting sweet b.o. tune at Palace. 

Holdover on Hipp’s ‘This Above 
All’ going more solidly than some 
first-runners. ‘Beyond Blue Horizon’ 
flaccid at State, but ‘Pride of Yan- 
kees’ is socking ’em at Allen. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55 )— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (UA). With 
nearly a sell-out of its $1.10 reser-ved 
| seat opening, and getting a strong 
|femme play, it’s geared for swell 
| $15,000. Last week, ‘10 Gentlernen’ 
| (20th) (2d wk), ordinary $3,500. 
| Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-40-45- 
| 55)—'This Above All’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Very nice outlook, about $9,000 plus 
for h.o., without any help after fine 
$15,500 last week. House more con- 
cerned at moment with buildup on 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ opening 
Saturday (15) at advanced scale of 
75c and $1.10. 
| Lake (Warners) (800; 35-40-45-55) 
|—“‘Ten Gentlemen’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Not more than fair $1,000 in view. 
Last frame, ‘Kissed Bride’ (Col) (3d 
wk), not much of an improvement, 
$1,200. 

Palace (RKO) 








(3,700; 35-40-45-55- 


|70)—‘Favorite Spy’ (RKO) with 
Vaughn Monroe orch. Light get- 
away but picked up rapidly, with 


jive set warming up to Monroe's out- 
fit; excellent $22,000 possible. Last 
round, ‘Private Buckaroo’ (U) with 
Lawrence Welk’s orch, indifferent 
$16,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) 
— ‘Beyond Blue Horizou, Ab stb, ROM 
| $6,500, if that. Cast semester, ‘Cross- 
roads’ (M-G), flew up to unexpected 
fine $16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 35-40-45- 
55)—‘Crossroads’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Powell and Lamarr kiting pushover 
to swell $8,000. Last week, ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G) (5th) wound up 
with grand $10,000. 


‘Gay Sisters’, $2,600, 
Alluring in Lincoln 








Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 11. 
In spite of the dog days of August, 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 13 

Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (5th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 15) | 

Capitol—‘The Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 1) 

Criterion — ‘Invisible Agent’ 
(U) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Aug. 5) 

Globe—-‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino). 

Hollywood —- ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (12th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Music Hall—‘Bambi’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 27) 

Parameunt —‘Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Rialto—‘I Live On Danger’ 
(Par) (14). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 17) 

Roxy—'The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(12). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 8) 

Strand—‘The Gay Sisters’ 
(WB) (14). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) 

Week of Aug. 20 

Astor—‘The Pride of the Yan- 
kees’ (RKO) (6th week). 

Capitol—The Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO) (2d week). 

Globe—‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
(Artkino) (2d week). 

Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (13th week). 

Music Hall—‘Bambi’ (RKO) (2d 
week). 

Paramount — Holiday Inn’ 
(Par) (3d week). 

Roxy—‘The Pied Piper’ (20th) 
(2d week). 

Strand—‘The 
(WB) (2d week). 


Abbott-Costello Pace 
St. Louis, Sock $18,000; 


Gay Sisters’ 














Good getaway for the deluxers 
was slowed down Thursday (6) by 
an all-day downpour but biz is still | 
good all over town. ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
and ‘United We Stand,’ which re- | 
opened the Ambasador, will get a | 
fine $11,000 on second sesh. | 

‘Pardon My Sarong’ and ‘In Cali- 
fornia,’ at the Fox, figure to lead | 
the town with a swell $18,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172; 30-40-50)— 
‘Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). Not 
more than $16,000, good. Last week, | 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) and _ shorts 
(5th wk), copped another $13,500 to 
bring the total to $85,000 on the run, 
standout here. 


} 
St. Louis, Aug. 11. | 
| 
| 
| 





Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 40-50- | 
60)—‘Eagle' Squadron’ (U) = and/)| 
‘United We Stand’ (20th) (2d wk).| 


Trim $11,000 in sight to tack onto a |} 
fine $14,500 for the first stanza. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
“"paraon My Sarong® (U) ‘and “Oid 
California’ (Rep). Should lead the | 
town with a sock $18,000. Last week, | 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Flight Lieu- | 
tenant’ (Col), neat $16,Q00. | 
Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50)— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par). ‘Horizon’ is a h.o. Doesn't 
figure to garner more than average | 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Blue Horizpn’ | 
(Par) and ‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par). | 

Sagged a bit but good $6,500. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40) — | 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) and ‘Prisoner | 
Japan’ (PRC). Meagre $4,000. Last | 
week, ‘Murder Big House’ (WB) and | 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), $4,400, fair. 


Miniver, Big $6,500 in 5th 








film grosses continued healthy. The 
fewer vacations 


nearly 10,000 soldiers at the new air 
base here, make the b.o. draw pos- 
sible. 

Estimates for This Week 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-30-44)—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Still going strong, $4,000. Last 
week, record $7,000. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 
236; 10-26-28)—‘Swamp Woman’ (As- 
tor) and ‘One Born Every Minute’ 
(U). Too much competition, poor 
$1,000. Last week, ‘Ghost Franken- 
stein’ (U) and ‘Hope Schuyler’ 
(20th), fairish $1,100. 

State (Noble-Overman) (986; 10- 
25-30) —‘Angels Broadway’ (Col) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col). Second run 
and a thriller not too attractive, $1,- 
000. Last week, ‘Submarine Raider’ 
(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col), 
average $1,100. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 
10-30-44)—Private Buckaroo’ (U). 
Doing well for five days; $2,000. 


Last week, ‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G), 
good $3,500. 
Varsity (Noble-Overman) ( 1,100; 





‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB). Scale | 10-30-44)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Looks 


a bit on the steep side, but house ex- | like big $2,600. 


ects hefty $20,000. Last week (40- 


Last week, ‘Friendly 
| Enemies’ (UA), poor $1,300. 


|'Wk., a Habit in Portland 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 11 

‘Mrs. Miniver’ is well on the way 
to becoming a habit in these parts 
as it rolis into a fifth week with | 
hardly a drop in b.o. take 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and | 
‘Calling Dr. Gillespie’ (M-G). Good 
enough $8,000. Last week ‘Lady in 
Jam’ (U) and ‘Drums Congo’ (U). 
Good enough $7,000. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) 
500; 35-40-50 )—‘Old California’ (Rep) 
with Al Pearce and His Gang. Looks 
like strong $9,000. Last week ‘Maisie 
Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Escape Hong 
Kong’ (U), good $5,000 in second 
week. ; 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Beyond Blue 
| Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Fly by Night’ 
(Par). Strong $10,000. Last week 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO), satisfac- 
tory $7,200. : 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) and ‘Henry and Dizzy’ (Par) 
(2d wk). 
First week, big $8,400. 2 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35- 
40-50) —‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (5th 
wk). Grand $6,500 in fifth stanza. 
Fourth week didn’t drop off from 
third, hefty $7,500. 





| and, on stage, Bill Robinson. 


| very good profit. 





(1,- | wk). 


Good $5,900 in five days. | 


‘Holiday nn’-Skinnay Ennis-Ink Spots 


Wham $85,000 in Hefty N. Y.; ‘Miniver’ 
Hits Wow $100,000 On tts 10th Week 





Downtown New York picture em- 
poriums enjoyed a tremendous week- 
end, while Monday (10) was also 
substantially above normal, with re- 
sult, even if attractions weaken 
somewhat in the stretch, the vast 
majority of those current in the town 
will still end- up in very healthy 
condition. 

In addition to this being the height 
of the vacation season, more and 
more servicemen are piling into the 
town. Most of them have stageshow 
houses on their preferred list. 


Playing to a larger number of men 
in the armed services this past 
weekend than ever before, the Para- 
mount had the biggest Saturday (8) 
it had ever had under the present 
policy, now nearly seven years old. 
House did close to $17,000 on the 
day. With a strong boxoffice show 
in ‘Holiday Inn’ and the Skinnay En- 
nis band, plus the Ink Spots, the Par 
closed out the first week last night 
(Tuesday) at $85,000, best non-holi- 
day week thus far. The second 
semester begins today (Wednesday). 

All but two other houses are on 

holdovers. They range from good to 
big, headed by the wonder of the 
current season, ‘Mrs. Miniver,’ now 
in its 10th and concluding stanza at 
the Music Hall. The finale will run 
$100,000, or close. Spurred by an- 
nouncement film would not remain 
longer, business quickened to pass 
the prior (9th) week’s gate of $94,- 
300. Thus, on the 10-week engage- 
ment, the gross will hit around 
$1,015,000, a mark for future pictures 
to try to shoot at here. 
_ New recruit in the Broadway zone 
is “Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure,’ nest- 
ing at the straight-film Capitol. It is 
doing only fair at $25,000 or there- 
abouts, and will be replaced tomor- 
row (Thursday) by ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons.’ This is a booking from 
RKO, which also opens two others 
tomorrow, ‘Bambi’ at the Hall and 
‘Big Street’ at the Palace. 

The second-run State has a new 

bill this week, ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ 
Poorly 
rated film will hold the gross to $21,- 
000 tops, a bit thin. 
_ A powerful business-getter, play- 
ing a secondary first-run, the Cri- 
terion, is ‘Invisible Agen? Picture 
is being held starting today (Wednes- 
day) following an initial seven days’ 
haul of close to $23,000, one of the 
biggest weeks ever scored here. 

Extremely strong ts ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ and Charlie Barnet on the 
second (final) lap at the Strand. 
Blowoff will be in excess of $40,000, 
this comparing with the first week’s 
$47,000, very big. 

‘Pride of the Yankees,’ winding up 
its fourth, week tonight (Wednesday), 
will be the same as for the third, 


$26,500. Remains for an indetermi- 
nate period. 
Roxy, holding “They All Kissed 


Bride’ for six. days ended last night 
(Tuesday), got $39,000 for that 
period, which, added to the first full 
week’s take of nearly $50,000, means 
House opens ‘Pied 
Piper’ today (Wednesday), which in 
future will be the change day here, 
else ‘Bride’ would have gone full 
second stanza. 

‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ picked up 
last week, its 10th, to finish at $18,- 
000, while for the past Saturday- 
Sunday-Monday on the 11th week it 
also showed added strength by get, 
ting $11,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO-Gold- 
wyn) (4th wk). Continues very 
stoutly, this week (4th) looking the 
same as the last, $26,500. Sticks 
indef. 

Capitol (Loew’s) 
$1.10-$1.25) —“Tarzan’s Adventure’ 
(M-G). Doing only fairly at $25,000 
or below and does not hold over. 
Last week, second for ‘Crossroads’ 
(M-G), under $20,000, thin for this 
one. ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) moves in tomorrow morn- 
ing (Thursday). 

Criterion (Loew’s) 
55-75)-—Invisible Agent’ -(U) (2d 
Begins holdover today 
(Wednesday) after smacking 
through on first seven days to 
nearly $23,000, unusually strong for 


(4,620; 35-55-85- 


(1,062; 35-44- 





and ‘Little Tokyo, U.S.A.’ (20th) (1st 
run), dualed. Top picture tugging 
the other one for fine $10,000. Last 
week ‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d 
run) and ‘Spitfire Sees Ghost’ 
(RKO) (1st run), 10,500. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664: 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Holiday Inn’ (Par) and, 
on stage, Skinnay Ennis, Ink Spots, 
others (2d wk). First seven days 
brought house $85,000, best non-holi- 
day week in near seven years of pit- 
band policy. Ably-handled special 
preem of ‘Inn’ for benefit of the 
Navy Relief, held Tuesday night (4), 
plus reviews on picture, big b.o. 
factor. Last week, second for ‘Priori- 
ties’ (Par), Phil Harris, Zero Mostel, 
Ann Miller, $31,000, fair. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
‘Miniver’ (M-G) and stageshow 
(10th-final wk). First lady of the 
screen, a b.o. wonder if there ever 
was one, means a bejewelled $100,000 


on exit here tonight (Wed.) Ten- 
weeks’ sensational run amassing 
around $1,015,000. Last week (9th) 


was $94,300, normally a big first 
week here. ‘Bambi’ (RKO-Disney) 
checks in tomorrow (Thursday). 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘A-Haunting We Will Go’ (20th) (2d- 
final wk). Holding up nicely, $6,500 
while first stanza was $8,500, well 
above the average here. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘Pied Piper’ (20th) and stage- 
show. New film opens today 
(Wednesday), 24 hours ahead of 
former schedule. Final six days for 
‘They All Kissed Bride’ was $39,000, 
good, while first week was close to 
$50,000, the both addiug to substan- 
tial profit. ‘Piper’ is being opened 
today under a policy to start all new 
shows on Wednesdays hereafter. 

State (Loew's) (3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
99-$1.10)—‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) 
(2d run) and Bill Robinson. Latter 
in here on personal with lightweight 
film; this largely accounts for no 
more than about $21,000, fairish. Last 
week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) (1st 
run) and Barry Wood, Sheila Bar- 
rett, Jackie Miles, Georges and 
Jalna, $25,000, good. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—Wings for Eagle’ (WB) 
and Charlie Barnet (2d-final wk). 
Hitting on all sixes on holdover for 
better than $40,000. Teeoff week hit 
$47,000, big. ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye open here Friday (14). 


PRIDE AT 106, 
K. C. TOPPER 


Kansas City, Aug. 11. 

Trio of hefty magnets here cur- 
rently, with ‘Pride of the Yankees,’ 
at Orpheum, topping the field. 
Brought in for a $1.10 reserved seat 
preem on Wednesday night and fol- 
lowed by 55¢ top thereafter, film is 
getting a nifty $10,000, heavy sugar 
here. ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ in the 
Uptown and Esquire, is up there in 
the usual Abbott-Costello brackets. 
Third good draw is ‘Wings for the 
Eagle,’ at the Newman. 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptown (820 and 2,- 


043: 11-30-44)—‘Pardon My Sarong’ 
(U). Drawing in the accredited Ab- 
bott and Costello manner. Great 
$10,000 in nine days. Last week, 


‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), in five days of 
third week at 55c top, unusually good 
$4,500. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,500; 11-30-44) 
—‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and ‘Pa- 
cific Rendezvous’ (M-G). Regular 
‘Maisie’ trade for this bill running up 
to $8,000, average. Last week, ‘All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Martin 
Eden’ (Col), pleasant $9,000. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 11- 
30-44)—Wings for Eagle’ (WB). 
Sheridan-Morgan-Carson names and 





this secondary first-run. Predeces- 
sor, ‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G), $8,500, 
| oke. 
| Glebe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75- 
|85)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (6th- 
| final wk). Goes two days beyond a 
| sixth stanza, with farewell nine days 
| looking close to $10,000, very good. 
|Last week (5th) was slightly over 
$9,900. ‘Moscow Strikes Back’ 
| (Artkino) opens Saturday (15). 
Hollywood (WB) (1,225; 83-$1.10- 
| $1.65-$2.20) — ‘Dandy’ (WB) (ilth 
wk) Picked up Saturday-Sunday- 
| Monday, start of current 11th week, 








air theme making good at $6,500. 
Last week, “Take Letter’ (Par) (2d 
wk), ayerage $5,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Solo 
in this house, where duals are the 
regular diet. Opening Wednesday 
night with a $1.10 premiere to solid 
house, and going nicely through 
week to a holdover. Smash $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) 
and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), good 
$8,000. 

Tower (Fox-Joffee) (2,110; 11-30)— 
‘Little Tokyo’ (20th) and ‘Hello, An- 





| hitting $11,500 in three days, while 


last week (10th) also showed signs | bill. Brisk $8,000. 


of added speed at $18,000. 


napolis’ (Col), combined with variety 
Last week, ‘Star- 
with Major 


l\light on Sage’ (Rep), 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- | Bowes’ all-girl revue on stage at 50c, 


i 65-75)—‘Gold Rush’ (UA) 


(2d run) | good $8,500. 
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Rain Helps Philly Biz; ‘Miniver, $30,000, 
Wow in H.0.; ‘Take Letter’ Neat $21,000 





Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

Long spell of rainy weather has 
failed to put a damper on biz along 
the midtown film rialto. In fact, Jupe 
Pluvius’ visit served to put the 
quietus on any weekend exodus, 
keeping Philly fans in town looking 
for some place to spend their shekels 
and the boxoffices are getting a huge 
chunk of it. 

Film palace execs 
yesterday (Monday) when _ the 
traction company union called a 
strike, but early this morning (Tues.), 
after an all-night meeting, the strike 


got a scare 


* vote was rescinded and the squabble 


between the men and management 
was referred to the Wat Labor 


Board. 
Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57- 
68-75) —‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) (2d 
run), Okay $3,600. Last week, ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par), wound up third ; 
week of second run with neat $4,000. 

Boyd (WB) (2,569; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO). 
Good $7,000 for three days of second 
week, after fairish $13,500 for 
jnitialer. ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB) preems tomorrow (Wed.) at 
$1.10 top. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) plus Sammy 
Kaye orch on stage. Good- $26,000. 
Last week, record-shattering $46,700 
was chalked up by ‘Dr. Broadway 
(Par) and Tommy Dorsey’s band. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
"Take Letter’ (Par). Neat $21,000, 
plus solid $2,000 for extra Sunday 
‘bonus’ showing at the Earle. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par), fair 
$14,800 plus $1,500 for Sabbath show 
at Earle. 

Karlton (WB) (1.066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Annie Rooney’ (UA). Nice $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Gentlemen West Point’ 
(20th), profitable $5,000 for second 
run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68)— 
*Above All’ (20th) (2d run). Getting 
good $4,800 for this trip, after three 
stanzas at Boyd. Last week, ‘Big 
Shot’ (WB), disappointing $3,500 for 
second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68- 
75)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still carrying tremendous wallop for 
sock $30,000, after smashing $35,000 
for initial round. Enough power to 
carry on for a long time. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Saboteur’ (U) (3d wk). Still bring- 
jng them in for fine $5,500, after 
zingy $7,800 for second sesh. 


A.&C. NIFTY $16,000 
IN HEY-HEY BALTO 





At enoin white tT guinea, apd. Ait 


Extra-strong product lineup is giv- 
ing this war boom town solid returns 
all around. In spite of season’s heav- 


jest rainfall over weekend, down- 
towners held up to. surprisingly 
healthy figures. Tommy Dorsey band 
is boosting the combo Hipp into sock 


total, and ‘Pardon My Sarong,’ at 
Keith’s, has them waiting in long 
lines. 


Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17-28- 
85-40-55-66) — ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Holding up in sock fashion 
to big $22,000, after whamming top 
$28,900 on first time around. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-38-44-55-66)—‘Enemy Ellery 
Queen’ (Col) and Tommy Dorsey’s 
band. Stage portion getting all of 
the credit for boffo six-day date fig- 
ured at $22,500. Last week, stage 
layout headed by Bert Wheeler and 
Ned Sparks helped ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO) to nice $15,400. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
g0-35-40-55 "Pardon Sarong’ (U). 

iggest of the Abbott and Costello 
series yet, with rosy $16,000 a cinch. 

ast week, ‘Men of Texas’ (U), 
steady $9,900. 

Mayfair (Hicks) (980: 20-40)—Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). Getting its share 
off the crowded midway, with $3,500 

ossible. Last week, ‘Night New Or- 
eans’ (Par), held up at $3,100. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
44)—‘Edgar Allan Poe’ (20th). Given 
big ‘world premiere’ promotion and 
ashing in on buildup to okay $6,000, 





‘Veikees’, $22,000, 
Bats High in Buff. 


Buffalo, Aug. 11. 
‘Pride of Yankees’ at the Cent»ry 
holds the session’s spotlight, bolstered 
strongly by increased admish and 
special *1 preem. Bob Armstrong, 
wit “.ef's surrounding bili, is a top 
b.o. item at the Buffalo, and ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,’ at the Lakes, continues 
plenty potent in h.o. 
Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G)-and Bob 
Armstrong orch. Strong show keep- 
ing tally on right side of ledger; over 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), 
moved up fast to better $15,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 44-65) 
—‘Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
spinning the wickets, stout $16,000. 
Last week, colossal $29,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) —‘Wings 
for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Sweater Girl’ 
(Par) (2d wk). Neat pace, maybe 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Great Man’s Lady’ 
(Par) and ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par) (2d 
wk), oke $7,000. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-44) 
—Smith Goes to Washington’ (Col) 
(reissue) and ‘Alias Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). Blah $4,000. Last week, ‘Lady 
in Jam’ (U) and ‘Drums of Congo’ 
(U), hefty $10,000, 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 44-65)— 
‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). Should 
top $22,000. Last week (30-44), ‘Fa- 
vorite Wife’ (RKO) (reissue) and 
‘Girl From Alaska’ (Mono), dismal 


$4,000 


SARONG’, BIG $15,000, 
FITS ROBUST CINCY 


Cincinnati, Aug. 11. 
Downtown biz is on the upswing 
this week. Sweetest music is ema- 
nating from the Albee, with ‘Pardon 











My Sarong,’ and the Palace, with 
‘Crossroads,’ with the Abbott- 
Costello pic topping by a slight 
margin. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). Great 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ 


(WB), excellent $13,500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 17-40-44-60) 


—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (6th wk) 
Swell $6,000.- Last week (5th), big 
$7,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 17-28)— 
‘Tough as They Come’ (U) and 
‘Drums of Congo’ (U), split with 


‘Stardust on Sage’ (Rep) and ‘Rubber 


Racketeers’ (Mono), Steady $2,000. 
Ditto last week for ‘Mad Martin- 
dales’ (20th) and ‘Mystery Marie 


Roget’ (U), divided with ‘Danger in 
Pacific’ (U) and ‘Silver Bullet’ (U). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50 )— 






Albee for second week. fide x0,u6u. 
Same last week on ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
(U) (3d wk) at 40-44-60-cent scale. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1.500; 33-40-50) 
—A Haunting We Will Go’ (20th). 
Nifty $5,500. Last week, ‘Jackass 
Mail’ (M-G), smash $7,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G). Switched 
from Keith’s. Fair $3,000. Last 
week, “Take Letter’ (Par) (3d run), 


good $4,000. 
Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G). Hefty $13,500. 


Last week, ‘This Above All’ (20th) 


(2d wk), poor $6,500. 


‘Horizon’ Dual $11,000, 
Cheerful in Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 11. 

The incoming tide is still strong at 
local downtown boxoffices this week, 
in spite of the fact that ‘Mrs. Mini- 
ver’ is on h.o. at Loew’s, while the 
Circle is playing a picture straight 
after four solid weeks with stage 
shows. ‘“Miniver,’ in second week, is 
top of the town, with a smashing 
$15,000 in prospect. 

Estimates for This Week 








Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 28-33- 
44) — ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). Clicking for 


strong $11,000, well above par for 
house on straight picture policy. 
Last week, Horace Heidt band show 
with ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ (Rep) 





ast week, fourth of ‘This Above All’ 
(20th), brought grand total for run 
up to highly pleasing $27,300: strong 
figure for limited seater. 

Stanley (WB) (3,286: 17-28-40-55) 
-—‘Take Letter’ (Par). Attracting nice 
$14,000. Last week, second of ‘Juke 
Girl’ (WB), mildish $7.200. 

Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,450; 17- 

8-44-55)—‘Affairs of Martha’ (M-G). 
rew good response from crix and 
Some trade at $4,000. Last week, 
moveover of ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) from 
downstairs Century, reached $3,400; 


all right, figuring two weeks below.! close to 





played to sensational $26,000 at 
| Slightly higher prices. 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28-33- 
|44)—‘This Above All’ (20th) and 
| ‘Different Eyes’ (20th), headed for 


| $9,000, good. Last week, ‘Gay Sisters’ 


(WB) and ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) took 
$8,200, just over average. 
Keith’s (ind) (1,200; 28-44)— 


‘Hollywood Band Wagon’ on stage 
with ‘Drums of Congo’ (U) is cinch 
jfor $4,100 in four day weekend run 
in spite of rainy opening. Vaude- 
|ville, with steady clientele, draws 
$4,000 regardless of con- 


| $28.000. Same last week. 
Sy ved, wr 


ditions. ‘Calling All Stars’ with 
‘Escape from Crime’ (WB) missed 
mark by eyelash last week. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 34-45-55) 
—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Still 
playing to standees in second week, 
with spectacular $15,000 in sight. 
Last week, sensational $20,000, was 
biggest house has had since ‘Gone 
With Wind’ at road show prices. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44)—‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and 
‘Our Russian Front’ (Artkino). Draw- 
ing fair $4,500 as first-run in usual 
moveover house. Last week, ‘Eagle 
Squadron’ (U) took $4,700 at slight 
tilt in prices on moveover from 
Indiana, 


Hub in Clover; 


‘Miniver’ 2d Wk. 
Terrific $64,000 


Boston, Aug. 11. 

Business continues to rocket beyond 
all summer’ expéctations. Three 
holdovers are catching most of the 
film-hungry crowd, with ‘Mrs. Min- 
iver’ skyrocketing to $64,000 at the 
two Loew spots and ‘This Above All’ 
pening a thumping $19,500 at the 

et. 

The two RKO theatres, getting 
ready to shoot the works on the pre- 
miere tonight (Tuesday) of ‘Pride of 
Yankees,’ trailed off a little, but no- 
body is gloomy in the Hub. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-55-60) 
—Invisible Agent’ (U) and ‘One 
Born Every Minute’ (U). Getting 
an eight-day whirl prior to first 
stage combination on Friday and 
drawing comfortable $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Broadway’ (U) and ‘Sing Wor- 
ries Away’ (RKO) (2d wk), $11,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— 
‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Not’bad 
at all at $6,000. Last week, ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par) and ‘Henry Dizzy’ 
(Par), very good $6,500. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30-44-55- 
60)—‘Magnificent Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U) (2d wk). 
Six-day holdover is going to $10,000, 
fairish. Last week, okay $16,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 
55-60)—This Above All’ (20th) and 
‘Happened Flatbush’ (20th) (2d wk), 
Quite satisfactory at $19,500. Last 
week, great $24,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-65-70) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Terrific $36,000 for second week. 
Record $38,000 first week at ad- 
vanced prices. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,800; 30-44-60) 
—‘Gentlemen West Point’ (20th) and 
‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). All it 
has for competition is holdovers and 
it’s got the bit in its teeth for prob- 
able $16,000. Last week, ‘Take Let- 
ter’ (Par) and ‘Henry Dizzy’ (Par), 
$12,000, fair. 

State (Loew) (3,600: 40-65-70)— 
‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Sec- 
ond week and taking the limit at 













Feb Uheg & open 
44-55)—‘Bombs Over Burma’ (PRC) 
and ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col). Above 
expectations at $4,000. Last week, 
‘Raid by Night’ (PRC) and ‘Great 
Guy’ (WB);*$6,000. 


‘CROSSROADS,’ $14,500, 
~ GOOD IN NEWARK 


Newark, Aug. 11. 
Average returns all over town this 
week, with biz hypoed somewhat by 
inclement weather, which curtailed 
out-of-town excursions. ‘Wings for 
the Eagle’ at the Branford, is flying 
to burg’s top gross mark this sesh. 











‘Crossroads’ and ‘Are Husbands Nec- 
essary?’ are both oke. 
Estimates for This Week 

Branford (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44-55- 
165)—“Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
|‘Blondie Victory’ (Col). Stout $18,- 
000. Last week, ‘Big Shot’ (WB) and 
‘One Born Every Minute’ (both 2d 
wk), average $12,000. 

Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44- 
50)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Juke Girl’ 
(WB). Both pix milked dry at Proc- 
tor’s and Branford, respectively, so 
best this brace of moveovers can 
hope for is slim $2,800. Last week, 


‘Spy Ship’ (WB) and ‘Tough as 
Come’ (U), lusty $3,700. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; 
30-35-45-55-60) —‘Husbands Neces- 


sary’ (Par) and ‘Sweater Girl’ (Par) 
(both 2d wk). Satisfactory $10,000. 
Last week, good $14,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400; 25-35-60- 
70)—‘Happened in Flatbush’ (20th) 
and ‘Postman Didn’t Ring’ (20th). 
Two nights of vaude will help this 
pair to $17,500, satisfactory. Last 
week, ‘Above All’ (20th) and ‘Spit- 
fire Sea’ (RKO) (both 2d wk), potent 
$18,000, aided by vaude Monday and 
Tuesday nights. 

State (Loew’s) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
— ‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Vanishing 
Virginian’ (M-G). Leaning toward 
$14,500, good. Last week, ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie Gets Her 





Man’ (M-G), ditto. 


|Gets Her Man,’ headlining a. dual 


leader. 


Pitt Perks Up; ‘Miniver’ $20,000; 


Show $25,000 





Nelson-Hilliard Stage 


A. & C, HEDY-POWELL 
EACH 76 IN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, Aug. 11. 

Abbott and Costello are having it 
out here this week with William 
Powell and Hedy Lamarr. ‘Cross- 
roads’ is at Loew’s Palace, ‘Pardon 
My Sarong,’ at the Malco. Takes at 
both spots are bullish, with the final 
winner a tossup. 

Holdovers are the order of the 
week elsewhere, with trade generally 
steady. 


_Estimates for This Week 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). Surprise 
grosser of summer is moving along 
to good $3,700 in second week, after 
taking whopping $8,800 for first 
stanza. 

Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10-33-44) 
—Pardon Sarong’ (U). A. & C. gréat 
favorites here; might do $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Flight. Lieutenant’ (Col), three 
days, and ‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col), four 
days; $3,500, weak. 

Palace (Loew) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G). High-powered 
star team pointing to nifty $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
third week, $4,500, socko. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Drawing well at mebbe $3,300. Last 
week, $7,000, big but not quite what 
was expected. 

Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22. 
33)—‘Blondie Victory’ (Col), three 
days; ‘I Was Framed’ (WB), one day; 
‘True to Army’ (Par) (2d run) and 
‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (20th) (2d run), 
three days. Fair week at $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) (2d run), 
three days; ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par) 
(2d run), one day; ‘Atlantic Convoy’ 
(Col) and ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Col}, three days; $1,700, good. 


Seattle Okay Despite 
Dimout; ‘Maisie’ Great 


$10,300, ‘Miniver’ 106 


Seattle, Aug. 11. 

Naturally the dimout order for the 
west coast, including Seattle, though 
this city is about 100 miles from the 
ocean, hasn't affected business much 
so far. One wil! be the elimination 
of night baseball, which won’t hurt 
film theatres. There is also a move- 
ment to halt Longacres racing. This 
oo again react favorably for the- 
atres. 

Fifth Avenue is having a third 
great week with ‘Mrs. Miniver’ at 
$10,000, close to best biz in town. 
Faith Bacon is headlined on the 
stage at Palomar with ‘Men of Texas’; 
has a fine week in prospect. ‘Maisie 














Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse’ (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 30-40-58)—‘Biue Horizon’ (Par) 
and ‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Hot from Paramount, excellent $3,- 
800. Last week (fifth week down- 
town) ‘Take Letter’ (Par) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), brought swell 
run with $3,500 take. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349: 30-40- 
58)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Wonderful $10,000. Last week, same 
film, sock $13,300. 

Liberty (J & v H) (1,650; 30-40-58) 
—Gunga Din’ (RKO) and ‘King 
Kong’ (RKO). Revivals that got off 
to fine start and will nab swell $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Old California’ (Rep) 
and ‘Blondie Victory’ (Col), good 
$6,800. 

Music Box (H-E) (800: 30-40-58)— 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) and ‘Happened 
Flatbush’ (20th) (4th wk). Good 
$3,400. Last week, these two, $3,700. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—Favorite Spy’ (RKO) and ‘Bug 
Goes to Town’ (Par). Trim $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) (re- 
issue), and ‘Spitfire at Sea’ (RKO), 
so-so $4,800. - 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk), and ‘Pow. 
der Town’ (RKO), Cke $5,700. Last 
week, ‘Big Shot’ with ‘Mad Martin- 
dales’ (20th), swell $9,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 23-36- 
58)—‘Men of Texas’ (U) with Faith 
Bacon topping stage show. Robust 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Private Buck- 
aroo’ (U) and ‘Rubber Racketeers’ 
(Mono) plus vaude, $8,300, good. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 30-40-58) 
—‘Maisie Gets* Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G). Great $10,300. 
Last week, ‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and 
‘Dr. Broadway’ (Par), nifty $8,900. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 
58)—‘Juke Girl’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Steady $3,200. Last week, same film, 
good $3,400. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—Tuttles Tahiti? (RKO) and 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) (3d run). 
Big $3,500. Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ 
(UA) and ‘Wild Bill Hickok’ (WB) 








Pittsburgh, Aug. 1]. 

Biz is on the “upsweep again all 
over town, with practically every- 
thing banging out a healthy gross, 
Fulton reopened with ‘Eagle Squad. 
ron,’ following month’s shutdown, 
and got away to great start, with in. 
dications that Walter Wanger picture 
will make a nice run of it. ‘Mrs. 
Miniver,’ in third week at Penn (first 
time in house’s 15-year history a film 
has ever stayed that long) is match- 
ing second week’s figures practically 
dollar for dollar and should stick a 
fourth. At Stanley, Ozzie Nelson- 
Harriet Hilliard combo is out-riding 
crix pans for ‘Cardboard Lover’ and 
heading spot for very satisfactory 
week, 

Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 35-44- 
66)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). Okay 
campaign, good title and the upped 
scale are overcoming general in- 
difference of story and shooting air 
spectacle towards sock $11,000. May 
even top that if heat doesn’t cut in, 
Fulton being only first-run down- 
town without a cooling plant. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Men of Texas’ (U). Satisfactory 
$7,500 in the cards. Commonplace 
western roundly panned and doing 
much more than expected. Last 
week, ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col), 
genuine surprise at $8,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 40-44-66) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk), 
Hardly dropping a dollar from last 
week’s figures and should wind up 
with great $20,000, exactly what pic- 
ture did in second stanza. Product 
jam may force it to Warner for con- 
tinuation of downtown first-run. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB), Moved here from 
Warner but is proving very dis- 
appointing. Not much more than 
$2,000 looked for. Last week, ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par), around $2,200, coming 
here via Warner and Penn. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-55) 
—‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Moved 
here from Harris at last minute after 
picture began to show surprising 
strength at latter spot. Not a bad 
shift either, for it’ll do around $3,800 
and that’s good. Last week, ‘This 
Above All’ (20th) all right at $3,500, 
after playing two and a half weeks 
previously at sister house. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-44-55-66) 

—Cardboard Lover’ (M-G) and 
Ozzie Nelson-Harriet Hilliard. It’s 
the stage show that’s accounting for 
brisk biz, picture getting raps from 
all the newspapers. Bang-up $23,500 
in sight. Last week, Sammy Kaye 
band and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G), 
trong $25,000. 
' ~ (WB) (2,000: 30-40-55)— 
‘Annie Rooney’ (UA) and ‘Pierre of 
Plains’ (M-G). Nobody will com- 
plain over $5,000 for this dualer. Last 
week, ‘York’ (WB), way below ex- 
pectations at barely $5,000. 








Louisville, Aug. 11. 

‘Maisie Gets Man,’ at State, and 
‘A-Haunting We Will Go,’ at the 
Strand, are pacing the town, with 
the only opposition being h.o.s and 
pop-price engagement of ‘Sat. York 
at the Mary Anderson at pop prices. 

Weekend biz continues to be 
plenty bullish, with the streets 
crowded with khaki clad boys from 
Fort Knox. 

Downtown department stores are 
now opening at 12:30 p. m. Mondays, 
and keeping open Monday nights 
until 9 o’clock. First-runs are helped 
considerably by the change in shop- 
ping hours, to accommodate wat 
plant workers. 

Estimates for This Week : 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘All Kissed Bride 
(Col) and ‘Submarine Raider’ (Col). 


Moveover from Loew’s State jog- 
ging along for good $2,500. Last 
Horizon’ (Par) and 


week ‘Blue 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), splendid $3,000 
on moveover. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—‘Courtship Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Broadway’ (U). Maybe $1,700, 
satisfactory. Last week ‘Pulham 
(M-G) and ‘Gun for Hire’ (Par), 
split with ‘Femizine Touch’ (WB) 
and ‘Courtship Hardy’ (M-G), better 
than average $1,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 15- 
30-40)—‘Maisie Gets Man’ ‘(M-G) 
and ‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col). Aim- 
ing at robust $11,000. Last week All 
Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘Submarine 
Raider’ (Col), satisfactory $8,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40) —‘Sgt. York’ (WB). Pop 
prices seem to be pulling “em in at 
a terrific rate. Could easily hang 
around two or three weeks, but for 
fact that ‘Yankee Doodle ‘is set for 
opening Friday (14). Healthy b.0. 
pace indicates big $6,000 this week. 
Last week ‘Big Shot’ (WB) (2d wk), 
oke $3,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 18- 


? 


40-48-60)—‘Eagle Squadron’ (U) (2 





(3d run), $3,400. 


(Continued on page 22) 
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James- Valentine’ Record $38,000 In 
Frisco; ‘Big Shot’ 216, Tops Filmers 





San Francisco, Aug. 11. 

The Golden Gate is heading for a 
terrific, new record, with Harry 
James band on the stage assisted by 
‘Affairs of Jimmy Valentine’ at 
$38,000. This great biz did not hinder 
the upbeat elsewhere. 

‘The Big Shot,’ at the Fox, is out 
in front for picture only houses. 
‘Mrs. Miniver,’ at the Warfield, con- 
tinues_ its great pace into the third 


week. 2 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-55 ) — 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweater Girl 
(Par). This huge house always gets 
a big play on a bill like this, adding 
up to great $21,000, to lead all film- 
ers. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle 
(WB) and ‘Was Framed’ (WB), fell 
somewhat short of expectations at 
$19,000. 
' Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 40-44- 
65) — ‘Affairs Jimmy Valentine 
(Rep) and Harry James orch on 
stage. An extra daily performance 
to accommodate the jive-mad crowds 
is helping to lift this to a new 
record at $38,000, terrific and 
reater than the previous record set 
y Kay Kyser. Last week, ‘Grand 
Central Murder’ (M-G) and Al 
Pearce and Gang, $21,000, very big. 
Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-55) —‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and 
‘Call Ellery Queen’ (Col) (2d wk). 
A big $9,200 for the second sesh. 
Last week, $13,900, substantial. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- 
55)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB). The return 
of this at pop prices is helping the 
boxoffice to fine $18,000. Last week, 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Murder 
Big House’ (WB) (2d wk), $14,000, 
hefty. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
55)—‘Wings for Eagle, (WB) and 
‘United We Stand’ (20th). ‘United’ 
was added as first run to ‘Wings,’ 
which is moveover from the Fox. 
Adding up to forte $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Old California’ (Rep) (second week 
on Market St.), $8,000, nice. 


United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100; 35-40-55)—‘Annie Rooney’ 
(UA) and ‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col) (3d 
wk), Tallying $5,000 on third round. 
Last week, $6,100, fair. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-55) 
—Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Still a highly popular lady, drawing 
in huge $19,000 on third stanza. Last 
week, $22,000, socko. 

Tivoli (Blumenfeld) (1,590; 45-50) 
—‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) and 
vaude, May hit $8,000. Last week, 
$6,000, fair. 


‘Fantasia’ Good $6,000 
In Mpls.; “Miniver’ 2d 








Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

With ‘Mrs. Miniver’ continuing its 
record-breaking pace, and with Paul 
Whiteman plus ‘The Big Shot,’ and 
‘Fantasia’ in its first pop price en- 
gagement, giving splendid accounis 
of themselves, every boxoffice here 
is hunky dory. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G) and ‘Girl 
from Alaska’ (Rep), dual first-runs. 
Chalking up okay $1,500 in five days. 
‘Gambling Lady’ (WB) and ‘Kennel 
Murder Case’ (WB), dual reissues, 
opened today (Tuesday). Last week, 
‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) and 
‘Tough As Come’ (U), good $2,000 in 
five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘Fantasia’ (RKO). First pop price 
engagement for this one, which had 
run at Minnesota at roadshow scale. 
Getting plenty of attention and good 
$6,000 indicated. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB) (2d wk), big $7,200 on 
top of huge $13,000 first week. 

‘ Gopher (P-S) (1,000; 28-30)— 
Larceny’ (WB). Well-liked comedy 
heading for good $3,600. Last week, 
Annie Rooney’ (UA), mild $3,000. 

, OTPheum (P-S) (2,800; 39-44-55)— 
Big Shot’ (WB) and Paul Whiteman 
orch On stage. Fine all-around enter- 
tainment and big $20,000 in prospect. 


st week, ‘Saboteur’ (U), light 
State (P-S) (2,400; 30-40-50)—‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ (M-G) (2d wk). Nothing 


ever Jike it here so far as boxoffice 
potency is concerned. Set new high 
for straight film its first week .and 
still packing ’em in for hefty $12,000. 
Last week, $20,000. 

Uptown: (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘In- 
vaders’ (Col). First neighborhood 
showing and fine $3,500 likely to be 
attained. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th), 
big $4,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—Kings Row’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Extension of loop run brings this pic- 


ture into its third downtown house. | Sein tins 
Heading for big $3,500. Last week,| and Buffalo: bi , 
‘This Above All’ (20th), good $3,000.$10,000 in third Seattle sesh. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosz 

» b£. Ores $1,989,900 
(Based on 28 cities, 182 thea- 

tres, chiefly first runs, rncruding 





N.Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Be” aE AS $1,587,200 


(Based on 28 cities, 177 theatres) 


‘PRIDE GREAT 
14G, DENVER 


Denver, Aug. 11. 

‘Pride of Yankees’ is having no 
trouble in copping top money ai 
great $14,000 currently at the Or- 
pheum, and is holding over. ‘Take a 
Letter, Darling,’ still is strong in its 
second week at the Denham and is 
remaining a third. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-60-70)— 
‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), after a week 
at Denver. Fine $5,000. Last week 
‘Juke Girl’ (WB), after Denver 
week, good $4,500. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-35-40- 
50)—‘Magnificént Ambersons’ (RKO) 
and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ (M-G), after 
a week at Orpheum. Fair $2,500. 
Last week ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), 
after three weeks at Orpheum, good 


(Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 
50-60 )—‘Take Letter’ (Par) (2d wk) 
and ‘Night New Orleans’ (Par). Big 
$8,500, and stays for third session. 
Last week ‘Take Letter’ (Par), 


smash $16,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-40-50-60) 








—Lady in Jam’ (U) and ‘Private 
Buckaroo’ (U). Fine $10,000. Last 
week ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U), big 
$16,000. ° 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-35-40- 
50-60)—‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO). 
Great $14,000, and holds over. Last 
week ‘Magnificent Ambersons’ 
(RKO) and ‘Kid Glove Killer’ 


(M-G), good $9,500. 

Paramount (Fox) 
‘Old California’ (Rep) and ‘Moon- 
light Masquerade’ (Rep). Good $6,- 
000. Last week ‘Married an Angel’ 
(M-G) and ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(M-G), fine $8,000. 


(2,200; 30-45)— 


CHAPLIN NEAT $16,000 
IN HAPPY BROOKLYN 


Brooklyn, Aug. 11. 

Biz picking up considerably this 
stanza in City of Churches, all down- 
town deluxers starting fresh with 
plenty b.o. attractions. Off to gal- 
loping start is Fabian Paramount, 
with ‘Big Shot’ and ‘Sweetheart of 
Fleet,” while runnerup is Loew’s 
Metropolitan, flashing ‘Crossroads’ 
and ‘Friendly Enemies.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Tokyo, U.S.A.’ 
(20th). Chaplin will garner satis- 
factory $16,000. Last week, ‘This 
Above All’ (20th) and ‘Spitfire Sees 
Ghost’ (RKO) (2d wk), okay $14,500. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Flight Lieutenant’ (Col) and ‘Dr. 
Broadway’ (Par). Nice $16,000 in 
view. Last week, ‘Spy Ship’ (WB) 
and ‘True to Army’ (Par), unevent- 
ful $13,500. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Friendly 
Enemies’ (UA). Good $18,000 in till. 
Last week, ‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Cardboard Lover’ (M-G), so-so 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-40- 
50-55) —Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Sweet- 
heart of Fleet’ (Col). Take will be 
around $28,000, good. Last week, 
‘Husbands Necessary’ (Par) and 
‘Submarine Raider’ (Col) (2d wk), 
fairish $12,000. 


‘Wings Eagle’ Strong 
$18,000 in Jersey City 


Jersey City, Aug. il. 

Every house on the Square is in 
the blue chips this week. Heading 
the parade is ‘Wings for the Eagle,’ 
at the Stanley, which is flying to 
potent returns. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-40- 
55-60) —‘Crossroads’ (M-G) and ‘Van- 
ishing Virginian’ (M-G). Looking 
for bright $15,000. Last week, ‘Card- 
board Lover’ (M-G) and ‘Maisie Gets 
Her Man’ (M-G), ditto. 











Stanley (WB) (4,500; 30-35-60-70) 
—Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par). On way to 


$18,000, plenty good. Last week, ‘Sgt. 
York’ (WB) (reissue) and ‘Mayor 
44th St.’ (RKO), finished with fair 
$13,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55-60- 
70)—This Above All’ (20th) (2d wk). 








Smart $12,000, after grabbing bril- 
liant $15,000 in initial sesh. 


‘Tales Manhattan’ Smash $70,500 In 
Five L.A. Spots; ‘Husbands’ Nice 236, 
Squadron Forte $17,700 for 3d Week =|} 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
_ oA Ae: $39 
(Based on 12 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
BOG: WOOP ss ok cawediwnd $277,000 
(Based on 12 theatres) 


7,560 
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MINIVER’ 266, 
NEW DET. MARK 


; Detroit, Aug. 11. 

Figures at end of week here 
should be plenty strong. Only house 
size will hold back ‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
at United Artists, which is breaking 
all recent house records. Fox is 
strong with ‘They All Kissed the 
Bride’ and ‘Atlantic Convoy.’ 

After two big weeks at the Fox, 
‘This Above All’ moved to Adams. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) and ‘Mad 
Martindales’ (20th). Looks like 
hefty $8,100 for moveover. Last 
week, ‘Parachute Nurse’ (Col) and 
‘Men of Texas’ (U), good $7,500. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
—All Kissed Bride’ (Col) and ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Col). Strong 
$21,006 will just about equal second 
stanza here last week of ‘This Above 
All’ (Fox) and ‘Flying With Music’ 
(UA). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-65)—‘Husbands Necessary’ (Par) 
with Horace Heidt—Frankie Carle 
band. Good $38,000. Last week, 
‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) and ‘Mister V’ 
(UA), very good $21,000. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 50-65)—‘Blue Horizon’ (Par) 
and ‘Mister V’ (UA). Okay $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Our Life’ (WB) and 
‘Always in Heart’ (WB), fine $12,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 50-65)—‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G). 
Expected to do terrific $26,000, rec- 
ord-breaker at popular prices here. 
Last week, ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and 
‘Fingers at Window’ (M-G), nice 
$12,000. 




















NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





Quality Films This Summer 
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Pay Off—‘Tales Manhattan,’ 





‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th), ‘Pride of the Yankees’ 
(RKO) and ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) began making 
their appearance in leading key exchange cities this 
week, and all.three look like ace boxoffice bets, ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ (Par), preemed in New York's big Para- 
mount, appears another big winner. These four are 
being closely contested in a number of spots by the 
sustained strength of ‘Mrs. Miniver’ (M-G), ‘Wings 
For the Eagle’ (WB), and extended runs as well as 
playdates in smaller cities of ‘Eagle Squadron’ (U). 
Class of the fresh product current seldom has been 
excelled during summer months. 

The smash $70,500 registered by ‘Tales of Manhat- 
tan,’ playing day-date in five Los Angeles theatres, is 
better than the first week of ‘Miniver’ there in like 
number of houses by several thousand dollars. It 
likely will establish an all-time mark for a single fea- 
ture in one week in L. A. Picture also is reported 
doing better than most optimistic expectations in sev- 
eral smaller far western cities. ‘Holiday Inn’ is a 
sockeroo $85,000, helped by band and strong stage 
show. for the best non-holiday week the N. Y. Para- 
mount has had under present seven-year stage band 
policy. ce 

Assisted by special $1 top premieres, ‘Pride of Y an- 
kees’ is a heavy hitter in some six cities. It will do 
$22,000 or better in Buffalo, with special preem; great 
$14,000 and tops in Denver; is getting fine $26,500 in its 
fourth week at the N. Y. Astor; gigantic $18,000 in 
second Washington session, with femmes credited as 
going for film; topping K. C. with smash $10,000, aided 
by special preem, and swell 15G in Cleveland, like- 
wise helped by special price opening. 

Abbott & Costello’s new comedy, ‘Pardon My Sa- 
rong,’ indicates the team has lost none of its popular- 
ity, with a sock $18,000 in St. Louis to lead the town, 
great $9,500 in K.C. (2 spots), rosy $16,000 in Baltimore, 
great $15,000 in Cincinnati, ditto $7,000 in Memphis 
and smash $18,000 in Chicago. 

Standout for ‘Miniver,’ of course, is the phenomenal 
$100,000 it likely will get for its tenth week at the vast 
N. Y. Music Hall, which means around $1,015,000 for 
the 10-week run. Film is terrific at $64,000 in two 
Boston houses, huge on third San Francisco week, big 
$22,000 for second Baltimore stanza, record $26,000 in 
Detroit. sock $30,000 on third Philadelphia session, 
hefty on second weeks in Minneapolis, Indianapolis 
big $20,000 in fourth Chi week, and 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 





| 
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(WB), got good $18,000 for 10th N. Y. week, and is 
coilecting a hefty $20,000 in Providence. 

‘Wings for the Eagle’ is soaring to a sturdy $40,000 
on its second N. Y. week, is great at $18,000 in both 
Newark and Jersey City, hefty $9,000 in K. C. and 
forte on Frisco moveover, and on second weeks in 
Buffalo and Portland. ‘Eagle Squadron,’ now on ex- 
tended runs in main key cities, is getting a trim $11,000 
second St. Louis week, sock $11,000 in Pittsburgh, great 
$17,700 third session in two L. A. spots, fine $10,000 for 
sixth (nine-day) N. Y. stanza, fine in Denver moveover 
and stout $9,000 in second Louisville sesh. “This Above 
All’ (20th), like ‘Squadron,’ a war picture, looks a 
smash $25,000 in Chi, nice second week in Cleve- 
land, same at $19,500 in Boston, good $9,000 in Indian- 
apolis and trim $11,000 in third Washington week. 

‘Crossroads’ (M-G) is living up to its initial promise 
with bright $15,000 in Jersey City, $18,000 in Brook- 


| lyn, nifty $7,000 in Memphis, hefty $13,500 in Cincin- 


nati, good $14,500 in Newark, $14,000 in Providence 
and $8,000 in second session in Cleveland. ‘Sgt. York’ 
(WB) is a bit uneven thus far on pop-scale runs, being 
meager in St. Louis, big in Louisville, thin in Pitts- 
burgh, but fine $18,000 in Frisco. ‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) 
is classed strong at $18,000 in second week playing two 
L. A. theatres. Also fine in Cincy. ‘Blue Horizon’ 
(Par) is red hot $25,000 in Wash., aided by vaude- 
ville, but meager in Cleveland and only okay in De- 
troit at $11,000. Listed as cheerful at $11,000 in Indian- 
apolis and strong $10,000 in Portland. 

Off the ticker: ‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ (Par) will 
be an excellent $38,000 or better in Detroit, assisted 
by band; good $23,000 for two L. A. theatres and oke 
in second Newark stanza. ‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA) is 
getting good $11,000 in Chicago, while ‘Old California’ 
(Rep) augurs a strong $9,000 in Portland and is doing 
well in Denver. “They All Kissed the Bride’ (Col) is 
getting a mammoth $55,000 
band, and hefty $21,000 in Detroit. 
(UA) is oke in its third Frisco week, nice in Philly 
and neat in Pittsburgh. ‘Affairs of Jimmy Valentine’ 
(Rep) is heading for a record $38,000 in Frisco backed 
by band. ‘Take a Letter’ (Par) is doing trim $21,000 
in Philly, and nice $14,000 in Baltimore. ‘Big Shot’ 
(WB) is topping straight filmers in Frisco with a great 


$21,000, and ‘My Favorite Spy’ (RKO) is getting an | 
| excellent 


$22,000 in Cleveland backed by a band 
Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G) is doing a strong $20,000 
in Buffalo, aided by a band, 


in Chicago, backed by | 
‘Annie Rooney’ | 
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Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 

‘Tales of Manhattan’ is proving a 
smash attraction on day-and-date 
booking in five theatres, with a socko 
$70,500. At this figure it is running : 
better than the five-theatre first 
week of ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ ‘Tales’ holds 
over in three of the continued first- ' 
run houses. Total take on the pic- ; 
ture at the State and Chinese is 
heading for $41,000. j 

Trade continues firm in all spots, 
despite the hot weather and an un- 
Seasonal heavy rain on Sunday 
night. Holdover of ‘Eagle Squadron’ 
for third week at the Hillstreet and 
Pantages will get a trim $17,700, 
while ‘Gay Sisters’ is racking up 
$18,000 at the Downtown and Holly- vi 
wood. if 

Orpheum is off about $8,000 from 
the previous week, proving the value 
of a strong stage attraction, especial- 
ly name bands. Count Basie pulled 
a husky $23,000, above expectations ; 
with ‘Suicide Squadron.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 35- ’ 
44-55-65-75 )—‘Miniver’ | (M-G) (3d 3 
wk). Minus day-and-date competi- 
tion, third week bettered the second 1 
py fine $10,000. Last week good 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Tales of Manhattan’ 
(20th) and ‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ 
(20th). With sock premiere will top 
‘Miniver’ with smash $18,500. Last ; 
week ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and 1 
‘Happened Flatbush’ (20th), okay 
$9,300 for six days. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800: 33-44-55. 
65-75 )—Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). 7 
Looks like strong $10,000 after ini- 
tial session at $13,500. i 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 33-44- i 
55-65)—"Tales of Manhattan’ (20th), 
mata Bx a sock $6,500. Last week 
‘Ships With Wings’ (UA) (2d wk), 
light $1,300. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
75)—‘Real Glory’ (UA) (re-issue) 
and ‘Flying With Music’ (UA). Size- 
able $3,000. Last week ‘Ballerina’ 
(Indie) and ‘Met on Skis’ (Indie), 
collected $1,000 in four days. 

Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872; 33-44-55- 
65)—‘Eagie Squadron’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Blondie Victory’ (Col). Tapered 
off but still robust at $10,200. Last 
week, ‘Squadron’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Mississippi Gambler’ (U) (lst wk), 
forte $13,800. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) (2d wk). 


ter 


yrs FF 


Strong $8,000. Last week stout 
$11,000. 
Orpheum (D’town) (2,200; 33-44- 


55-65)—“Drums of Congo’ (U) and 
‘Sweater Girl’ (Par), with Yvette 
Dare, parrot dancer, heading stage 
show. Just fair at $13,000. Last 
week ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep), with 
Count Basie on stage. Recent houze 
mark shattered with Basie crew 
with bel 





Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 44-55-65-75) 
— Eagle Squadron’ (U) (3d w's) and 
‘Blondie Victory’ (Col) (1st wk). 
Still pulling and should post a ro- 
bust $7,500. Last week ‘Squadron’ 
(U) (2d wk) and ‘Mississippi Gam- 
bler’ (U) (Ist wk) picked up great 
$10,300. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,596; 33-44- 
55-65-75)—"Are Husbands Necessary’ 
(Par) and ‘Night New Orleans’ 
(Par). Should do an okay $14,500. 
Last week ‘Joan of Ozarks’ (Rep) 
and ‘Men of Texas’ (U), $13,500. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 








409; 44-55-65-75) — ‘Are Husbands 
Necessary’ (Par) and ‘Night New 
Orleans’ (Par). Building for good 
| $8,500. Last week ‘Joan of Ozarks’ 


| (Rep) and ‘Men of Texas’ (U), 
| $7,000. 

State (Loew-WC) (2,204: 33-44-55- 
| 65-75 )—'Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) 


fair 


jand ‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). 
| Smash $22,500 coming up. Last week 
| ‘Magnificent Dope’ (20th) and ‘Han- 
pened Flatbush’ (20th), normal 
$14,000. 

UA (UA-WC) (2,100; 33-44-55-65 )— 
‘Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Nicely 


paced at $10,500. Last week ‘Mini- 
ver’ (M-G) (2d wk), kept b.o. buzz- 
ing at $12,600. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 33-44-55- 
65)—Tales of Manhattan’ (20th) and 
‘Man Wouldn’t Die’ (20th). Aiming 
for strong $12,500. Last week ‘Mini- 
ver’ (M-G) (2d wk), went out a- 
wingin’ with fine $9,500. 








Raise for Inkers 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Inkers and painters at the Wait 
Disney studio were upped from $22 
and $24 a week to $30 and $32.50, to 
coinside with the scales recently 
adopted by the Leon Schlesinger, 
Screen Gems and other cartoon 
| plants. 

New Disney scale is effective as of 
Aug. 3, but the Screen Cartoonists 
Guild has asked that it be made re- 
troactive to June l. 
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EXPLOITATION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 12, 1942 





Pollock Challenges 


Gallup Findings, 


Sez Women Sway Men's Pic Choices 





New York. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Along the country’s film rows 
they're going to think that Dr. George 
W. Gallup, who has been winding up 
on the industry’s playfield for some 
time, is throwing a high and wide 
ball at Hollywood when he urges it 
to slant pictures for masculine 1e- 
sponse rather than feminine—as re- 
ported in last week’s ‘Variety.’ 

Showmen suggestion is that pro- 
ducers had best let the doctor's pitch 
go by as a bad one-- At best they'll 
hit a foul if they swing—and they 
might strike out altogether. The 
doctor got his opinion from samplings 
of theatre audiences across the coun- 
try which- revealed, he said, that 
more men than women attend U. S. 
movies. Promptly, he took this to 
indicate that changes in production 
trends are in order. Aim for the 
men instead of the women and you'll 
up your grosses, he advised. 

But it just doesn’t make good sense 
to the showmen, and they don’t even 
bother to question the doctor's fig- 
ures. More men than women may at- 
tend movies all right, but that means 
nothing as far as tipping off a pro- 
ducer on where the money is. The- 
atre men probably haven’t bothered 
to think about it much, but they 
have long known that it is not the 
percentage of men as against women 
in the audience that counts. It’s how 
did most of them get: there? 

When you figure it out, the film 
men say, you wind up with the 
American female as your answer, 
almost every time. Dr. Gallup toyed 
with point when he admitted that the 
female exercises greater influence 
than the male on choice of picture 
when they attend in couples. But 
having said that he was satisfied 
that it wasn’t very significant be- 
cause he had figures showing men 
attend alone more than women, and 
this, he felt, amply counteracted the 
‘choice’ factor. And he passed on to 
other deductions instead of digging 
deeper right where he was. 

Other Conclusions 

Had he done so he might have 
come to the following conclusions 
that every showman knows by heart 
—if he can’t prove it by arithmetic: 

1. The fact that in a mixed couple 
it will be the woman who makes the 
choice of picture to see is not half 
as important as the point that it is 
the woman who decides whether she 
and her man will go to a movie in 
the first place—any movie! It’s when 
you have made a picture that has 
successfully intrigued feminine in- 
terest that the gals start hypoing 


Lion’s Roar Marks Ist 
Anni With Special Issue 


First birthday of Lion’s Roar mag- 
azine, published by Metro, is being 
marked by the company with an 
extra-sized anniversary issue, cOm- 
bining the July and August num- 
bers, Issue starts a new department 
based on letters from readers of the 
mag, entitled ‘The Exhibitor’s Roar.’ 


Besides this new feature, cover- 
ing four pages in the anniversary 
number, it also highlights a ‘stars of 
tomorrow’ section. Feature produc- 
tions come in for a play or special 
analysis photographically. Recent 
shorts of the company receive a 
break in an eight-page section high- 
lighted by the award of the Na- 
tional Headliners Club to News of 
Day for the outstanding achieve- 
ment in the newsreel field during 
the past year. 

The Lion’s Roar is supervised by 
Howard Dietz and prepared by the 
publicity -ad-exploitation depart- 
ments of Metro in N. Y. and Holly- 
wood. Si Seadler is managing edi- 
tor, Howard Strickling contributing 
editor, and Thomas W. Gerety asso- 
ciate editor. 


Hollywood War Bond 
Preem of ‘Doodle’ Gets 


Almost $5,000,000 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Sellout looms for tomorrow night’s 
(Wed.) first Coast showing of ‘Yan- 
kee Doodle Dandy’ at Warners’ 
Hollywood theatre, with admission 
restricted to War Bonds selling for 
from $25 to $25,000 per seat. 

Sales for premiere perked up yes- 
terday (Monday), with result the 
midnight tab on _ eertification by 
agencies distributing the _ tickets 
showed a total sale of close to 
$5,000,000. Final two-day sale showed 
abundance of sales in the $5 to $25,- 
000 bracket, with quite a number of 
$50,000 also being made. 

Western premiere of the picture 
and its patriotic sponsorship will be 
made a gala affair, with all the trim- 
mings that go with such an event. 











their males to take them to see it. 
2. The fact that more men than 
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| Before the picture is unreeled, Joan 
| Leslie, femme star of ‘Dandy,’ will 





BURT CHAMPION WITH 
PAR; FARNOL FOLDS 


Burt Champion, associated with 
the Lynn Farnol publicity office 
for some time, has joined Paramount 
to handle the N. Y. run of ‘Wake 
Island’ at the Rivoli. Farnol, a 
major in the army, has closed up his 
N. Y. office, finding it too much to 
handle his war work as well as 
supervise the operation of outside 
endeavors. 

Champion may work into the Riv 
job permanently. 


Pix Bunch Kudos 
Greenthal on Eve 
Of W.P.B. Chores 


‘I made more tearing up chain 
letters last week than what Mon- 
roe Greenthal will get working for 
Uncle Sam in the War Production 
Board,’ was Grad Sears’ way of pay- 
ing tribute to the resigned publicity- 
advertising director of United Ar- 
tists, who was farewelled with a 
stag dinner by his pals at Toots 
Shor’s restaurant, N. Y., Friday night 
(7), ‘But it certainly is not only 
a tribute to a great, patriotic boy, 
but to our industry, the picture busi- 
ness, that Donald Nelson selected 
Monroe to put a half-Nelson on the 
salvage work so vital to the war 
effort.’ 

With Si Seadler as_ toastmaster, 
chairman Sears and g. of h. Green- 
thal were flanked by an assortment 
of mildly bawdy placards and her- 
alds, which only a film ad bunch 
could turn out, and also some 50 
intimates from dmong the advertis- 
ing, picture and trade press bunch. 

Major Hal Roach and David (Skip) 
Weshner, who succeeds Greenthal as 
pub-ad chief for UA, were among 
the serious tribute-payers, amidst the 
goodnatured ribbing which usually 
attends show biz functions of this 
character. 

Greenthal will h.q. in Washington 
henceforth, working under Lessing 
Rosenwald, of the WPB braintrust- 
ers, on scrap and salvage campaigns. 
As chairman of the publicity commit- 
tee for the War Activities Committee 
of the Motion Picture Industry, 
Greenthal was thrown closely in con- 
tact with many D.C. official: on bond 











DeBra’s Talk Converts Educators 
Into Enthusiasts for the Film Art 
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Hays OKs Margie Hart 
Pic but Not Pressbook 


With Monogram and Producers 
Releasing Corp. now releasing pic- 
tures in which former burlesque 
strip-teasers are starred, the former 
has run into difficulty with the Hays 
office over its ‘Lure of the Islands.’ 
Margie Hart is starred in this, while 
Ann Corio is the star of PRC’s ‘Jun- 
gle Siren.’ 

The Hart picture received a Hays 
office PCA code seal, but no ap- 
proval was given to the press book 
which has now been found objec- 
tionable on several scores. Accord- 
ing to understanding in all PCA mat- 
ters, approval must be given to the 
press book and other ad and pub- 
licity material if the code seal is 
to stand. Mono understood to have 
volunteered to withdraw the ob- 
jectionable press book and substitute 
another for approval. 


Nathan Golden Outlines 
Gov't Aid to Films On 
2 Industry Programs 


Getting the industry _ statistical 
survey into operation and coopera- 
tion on the industry’s September war 
bond and stamp drive were problems 
that occupied the Public Relations 
Committee (eastern division) at its 
weekly’ session last Thursday (6). 
Nathan Golden, head of the film divi- 
sion of the Department of Commerce, 
outlined what aid his office could 
give the film business. 

S. Barrett McCormick, chairman of 
the PRC, appointed Robert Gillham 
(chairman), Hal Horne and Maurice 
Bergman as a sub-committee to su- 
pervise the industry statistical cen- 
sus. It was pointed out that the film 
business census could be expedited 
via information and statistics avail- 
able to the Commerce Department, 
while the industry would reciprocate 
by supplying data to the Department 
of Commerce. 

The PRC spent considerable time 
lining up assistance for S. Charles 
Einfeld and Oscar Doob on the 
$1,000,000,000 Stamp and Bonds cam- 
paign next month. David Lipton and 
Earl Wingart, latter now with the 
PRC, were named a sub-committee 
to supply exploitation men for the 
250 personal appearance dates of film 
stars in September. 
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E Sees Aer 
aience Indicates Only that men go to 
the movies alone—women rarely do. 
But not enough men go alone to keep 
any theatre alive except the occa- 
sional action house here and there in 
congested downtown centres of larger 
cities where there are enough male 
drifters and time-killers to keep a 
grind spot running on a diet of 
gangster, adventure and rawer sex 
fare. 

Men go everywhere alone, but 
women hardly anywhere outside of 
their shopping and beauty parlor vis- 
its. The bulk of any successful ghow 
audience always consists of couples. 

Suggestion to Dr. Gallup: 

Instead of canvassing a cross-sec- 
tion of the whole country, simplify 


the job by canvassing every patron | 


in one theatre—but pick a house 
that is smashing its boxoffice record. 
And ask the patrons why they came. 

There will be men who attended 
alone. Probably there will be some 
women who attended alone. Neither 
means anything. The big point, if 
you're looking for success secrets, is 
that most of the house will be 
formed by mixed pairs, the females 
of which had previously announced 
to their males: ‘Let's go to see ‘Mrs. 
Miniver’ tonight.’. Or it might have 
been ‘Rebecca’ or ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ or ‘Gone With the Wind.’ 

And the men said, ‘Okay, honey,’ 
and stumbled along—little suspecting 
they were going to mislead a lot of 
bright, young statisticians into think- 
ing that it was their idea in the first 
place. Lou Pollock. 

{Former eastern ad-publicity man- 
ager for Universal, now freelanc- 
ing.] 


What’ll the Navy Say? 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Femme lead in ‘Destroyer,’ op- 
posite Edward G. Robinson at Co- 
lumbia, goes to Janet Blair. 
Filming is slated for early Octo- 
ber under producer Lou Edelman, 
ee 
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| audience to whom will fall the honor 
}of christening the first Liberty ship 
which part of the proceeds will 
build. ‘Yankee Doodle Day’ has 
been proclaimed by Mayor Fletcher 
Bowron, 





Frisco Tieup 
San Francisco, Aug. 11. 

Warner execs and salesmen from 
the western territory are more 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ conscious 
than ever, because of the arrange- 
ments someone dreamed up for the 
two-day regional sales convention 
that closed here today (11). The 
confabbers met in the ‘Yankee 
Doodle’ room of St. Francis hotel, 
heard ‘Yankee Doodle’ music from 
the hotel orch, and some drank 
‘Yankee Doodle’ brandy at the 
‘Yankee Doodle’ bar up the street. 

The meeting room name and music 
were arranged with the hotel man- 
agement, but, by happy coincidence, 
the ‘Yankee Doodle’ bar opened a 
short time 


ago. 

Ben Kalmenson, general sales 
manager, ‘presided at the confab, 
and outlined the 1942-43 product, 


which is described as ‘the most vut- 
Standing program of films in. the 
company’s history.’ 

Thirty-four branch, home office, 
and western division execs and 
salesmen checked in at convention. 





Cohen Pals Help Philly Bow 
Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 
Ten intimate friends of George M. 
Cohan will be the honored guests at 
the opening showing of ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ at the Stanley-War- 
ner Boyd tomorrow (Wednesday). 
Cohan’s cronies will be dined at Old 
Bookbinder’s Restaurant, Cohan’s 
hangout when he played Philly, then 
they'll be driven in hansom ecar- 
riages to the theatre. 
| Cohan’s 10 Philly pals 











include: 











—. 


cused attention 


WehtChs § Child 


himself, 


i jr 


on 





WB Vox Popped Into A.M. 


Mats for Defense People 
Memphis, Aug. 11. 


Warner theatre will 


experiment 
with morning matinees for war plant 
workers, hitherto untried 
parts. 

Locally, suggestion came in a 
letter from Hugh E. McCain, defense 
plant employee, to Harry Martin, 
amusements editor of the Commer- 
cial Appeal and ‘Variety’ correspon- 
dent, appealing for pix. schedules 
giving a break to workers on after- 
noon and night shifts. 

McCain’s 
pronto 


in these 


letter in 
announcement 
Howard Waugh, Warner manager, 
that ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ will 
open at 9:30 o'clock Friday morning 
(14) rather than at the usual noon 
hour. 


print drew 
from Col. 


If the morning show draws well, 
Waugh said he would try to work 
out a schedule of regular a.m. ex- 
hibitions for the guys who build the 
guns and planes. 





Connie Mack, vet A’s manager and 


fellow townsman of Cohan’s from 
Brookfield, Mass.; Captain Vic 
Guiness, cartoonist, now with the 


Marines; Bert Bell, owner of Pitts- 
burgh Steelers; Herman Taylor, fight 
promoter; Harry Jordan, ex-manager 
of the Keith’s theatre; Stoney 
McLinn, sports commentator; 
Thomas J. Labrum, publicist; Stan 
Lee Broza, program director of 
WCAU, and Powers Gouraud, WCAU 
gossiper. 

Gouraud will be ‘guest’ on his own 


program, interviewed by Everett 
Callow, Staniey-Warner publicity 


head, on his reminiscences of Cohan. 





plane for Des Moines and Omaha in 


behalf of the War Activities Com- 
mittee to sound the keynote on the 
industry’s $1,000,000,000 September 
bond drive. 
itors in the Omaha and Des Moines 
territories and outline plans in con- 
nection with the campaign. 


Chi Ops Extend Rolls 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 








Chicago Motion Picture Operators | 


Union, Local 110, has opened its 


membership rolls for the first time | 


in 20 years, voting to eliminate the 
‘permit’ system in order to take in 
operators as regular members. 


Approximately 150 of the 400 


operators now holding permits will | 


be admitted. These replace the ap- 
proximately 200 members who have 


died in the last 20 years. Previously, | 


their 
men. 


place was taken by permit 





Birdwell Expands 


Russel Birdwell’s freelance flack- 
ery is expanding its Manhattan staff 
and quarters. Charlies Daggett has 
come on from the Coast office and 
Frances Fenton and C. R. Condon 
have been added to the payroll. 

The expansion is the result of two 
new clients, Ted Collins-Kate Smith 
account and the General Motors film 
production unit. 





J. H. MAC FARLAND’S SWITCH 


James H. MacFarland, for years a 
film publicist, has gone into the real 
estate business in Jersey. 

MacFarland was at one time pub- 
licity director of Paramount’s As- 
toria, L. I. studio, Radio City Music 
Hall, Rivoli, N. Y., and has been as- 
sociated at various times with Uni- 
versal, 20th-Fox and Paramount. 


He will contact exhib- | 





Teachers and_ supervisors from 
over the U. S. attending the Colum. 
bia University summer session. who 
apparently came to heckle the film 
business at a roundtable discussion 
in 20th-Fox projection room last 


Arthur H. DeBra, of the educational 
division of the Motion Picture Pro. 
ducers & Distributors Assn., was on 
the firing line to reply to criticisms 
of pictures and the industry as a 
whole, with Dr. Clyde R. Miller, 
associate professor of education at 
Columbia, not only admitting the 
educators would return to their 
communities as more intelligent 
critics of motion pictures, but laud- 
ing ‘United We Stand,’ new 20th. 
Fox documentary feature, as a mag- 
nificent piece of editing. 

Edmund Reek, producer of Mo.- 
vietone News, was host at the con- 
fab arranged via the MPPDA, while 
Earl Allvine, editor of ‘United,’ dis- 
cussed realism in features. He de- 
tailed how this feature was com- 
piled from actual newsreel mate- 
rial gathered by Movietone. Pic. 
ture was screened after his talk. 
Point was emphasized that the best 
propaganda is the truth intelligentiy 
presented, as in ‘United We Stand,’ 
because the truth never boomerangs, 

Answering the charge that U. S., 
films give citizens of other coun- 
tries a false impression of Amer- 
icanism, one of some 13 questions 
brought up in Columbia classes this 
year, DeBra replied: ‘That’s right. 
So do British, French, German and 
Russian films give false impressions 
to us of their nationals. We try 
our best to minimize this...but in 
the making of drama, especially mo- 
tion pictures, all of us are pri- 
marily concerned with our domestic 
markets and we presume the audi- 
ence for the pictures we produce 
will correct impressions presented 
on the screen through their knowl- 
edge of the real background or an- 
tecedents of the _ situations  pre- 
sented...far too much emphasis has 
been put on the importance of this. 
Our impressions of another nation 
and its nationals are as complex in 
their origin as the very media 
through which we contact them.’ 

Why No Labor Leader Hero? 

The educators posed the question 
as to why no labor leader had been 
made a hero in films, with DeBra 
pointing to six features which might 
qualify as having a labor leader as 


















hero. He appended his remarks by 
qualifying the -term ‘labor leader’ 
| as ‘not all successful labor leaders 
|are professional union delegates.’ 
ows ra scaid that aA 
leaders ave farea oOeifter alt tne 
|hands of pictures than business 


|executives. He described the unions 
and labor leaders as relatively ‘new- 
comers’ as compared with leaders in 
|other walks of public life. He felt 
ithat like other professional groups 
| which have had to wait for public 
recognition and acclaim, the labor- 
ites also would have to await until 
the unicon has been accepted as an 
institution devoted to general wel- 
fare. 

As to pictures which depict social 
conditions, such as bad _ housing, 
| poor education and other factors 
producing criminals being success- 
|ful screen productions, DeBra said 
| many such type films had been good 
| boxoffice. 
| Block-booking was brought up by 
ithe educators with the interrogation 
if it was ‘altogether evil.’ After ex- 
plaining the term, DeBra said: ‘There 
never was any intended evil in this 
| business practice and the answer &s 
to whether it was altogether evil 
or altogether good was dependent 
upon whether it came from an ex- 
hibitor or from a distributor. When 
the so-called Consent Decree was 
entered into, the heat went oul of 
the question.’ He said selling 1 
blocks of five still is in effect and 
‘in the change, most exhibitors be- 
came very conscious of the virtues 
of blockbooking and many of them 
would like to return to earlier sales 
methods.’ 

Asked if the films could reveal 
Ford, McCormick and the Patter- 
sons as Hearst was reveuled 1 
‘Citizen Kane,’ DeBra said: ‘Well, 
now, was it Mr. Hearst in ‘Citizen 
Kane’?’ He said the MPPDA mem- 
bers have made many excellent 
biographies and that the West Point 
staff recently had informed him of 
how pleased it was with ‘Ten Gen- 
tlement from West Point.’ He sala 
a biography of Henry Ford is being 
| contemplated. 








Thursday (6), remained to applaud, - 
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as “You can substitute 
a turnip for an egg 
only once!” <ghgy 


AMERICAN EPIGRAM: 


“The box-office always 
feels good when 


Dr. Lee-O feels the 
pulse of the public!” 
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THE BOX-OFFICE IS 
YOUR ONLY YARD-STICK! 


The new page written in amusement history by amazing “Mrs. Miniver”— 
The decision not to advance prices for it! 

The phenomenal records set by “Woman of the Year’— 

The consistent business done by M-G-M’s 

“Ship Ahoy,” “Tortilla Flat,” “Rio Rita” and others— 

Public response to spine-tingling “Crossroads” (Bill Powell, Hedy Lamarr) 

The recollection of a season that included: “Honky Tonk,” “Johnny Eager,” 
“Shadow of the Thin Man,” “Babes on Broadway,” “Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde,” 
“Courtship of Andy Hardy,” “Bugle Sounds” and plenty more! 

These are FACTS and FIGURES that say: 

M-G-M leads as usual. in the final check-up 














When you see 
a flash in the 


pan— 


REMEMBER! 











M-G-M for 18 years has been SOLID! 
During days that rocked the world 
: Through depressions, bank holidays, 
2 Through Consent Decrees and upheavals 
Through thick and thin a friend indeed! 
—  N Your confidence in these uncertain times 
Is correctly placed again in M-G-M. 
Just when other folks are taking bows 
». Alorig comes Leo arm-in-arm with “Mrs. Miniver” 
ee Lee WOO omy ove - ers PS a Pou near tion! (en OL «<<. 


It’s always happened and it always will! . 3 


FOR INSTANCE! LOOK AHEAD AND 
SEE SOME OF THE NEW PRODUCT 
FROM YOUR MINIVER MAN! 





TELEGRAM FROM HOLLYWOOD 
about “Somewhere I'll Find You”’: 


“Clark Gable and Lana Turner take up in ‘SOMEWHERE 
PLL FIND YOU’ where they left off in ‘Honky Tonk.’ 
Preview reaction last night at Glendale was terrific with 
femme sighs for hottest screen romance in years. Picture 
teems with lusty action and packs wallop with timely cli- 3 
max that has them cheering in the aisles.” 


TELEGRAM FROM HOLLYWOOD 


about “Seven Sweethearts” 


‘““SEVEN SWEETHEARTS’ is Leo’s sweetheart for the new season. .Pasternak’s first for 
M-G-M packs a melodious warmth and romantic charm that captivated preview audience 
last night at Inglewood. Kathryn Grayson’s velvet voice thrilling. Van Heflin steps to 
stardom and Marsha Hunt and all others round out a perfect cast. Frank Borzage hit 
‘Seventh Heaven’ directorial stride. Here’s one to ring all the bells; All the world will 


love ‘SEVEN SWEETHEARTS’.” 
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gx TELEGRAM FROM HOLLYWOOD 
about “For Me and My Gal”: 


“Start now to promise the trade that ‘FOR ME 
AND MY GAL’ will be one of the great box- 
office hits of our time. That’s what everyone 
agreed last night after Inglewood preview. Judy 
Garland rises to newest heights as top musical 
and dramatic star. George Murphy has never 
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WEST COAST! Alexandria EAST COAST! Preview at Loew's 
been better. Gene Kelly of ‘Pal Joey’ fame was Theatre at Glendale yelled New Rochelle confirms West Coast 
hailed as discovery of th 3 “Uncle” when boisterous Preview predictions that “Panama Hattie” 
¥ ; Y the ons a definite =n ~ audience laughed so hard ic is the most uproarious musical 
sonality audience went for. Picture has thrilling seemed like a California earth- show in years. Audience literally 
) 3 q quthe. Sasoten enisienh whist shrieked with laughter at Red 
timely appeal and crammed with one hit sequence oe ; Skelton and his comic pals. Ann 
: . wind with Red Skelton in top Sothern is a real musical com- 
after another. With current vogue of vaudeville fom Ann Lor get gear wey edy star in a sensational film- | 
; as i . ” and a screenful of talent, ing of the long-run Broadwa ; 
revival this is really something to rave about!” canes aged timgunsien. —__"" od 
’ 


TELEGRAM FROM /% As we go to press: P 


ANOTHER TELEGRAM | 
HOLLYWOOD FROM HOLLYWOOD: | 
about “Yank at Eton”: 


“Here’s a sleeper but it will wake up America. | 

“7, . ’ Last night’s sneak preview of ‘THE WAR 
It’s Mickey Rooney’s ; AGAINST MRS. HADLEY’ sneaked up 
all-time topper.” on everybody. It packs a wallop you won’t 
forget. You'll have to see this for yourself 


and the sooner the better you'll feel!” 


_ LEO IS GREATEST WHEN 
THE NEED IS GREATEST! 


Read every word of what follows because then you’ll know why all Hollywood agrees 
that the M-G-M Studio in all its years has never housed such a wealth of product 
and personalities! In addition to the marvelous attractions already previewed and 
pictured on the opposite page here are brief flashes of coming entertainment head- 
liners: The new Andy Hardy picture ““Andy Hardy Steps Out” is timed red hot to 
the minute and wowed the first preview audience. 























Robert Taylor, Charles Laughton and Brian Donlevy in a powerful sea drama of the 
present war, filmed in cooperation with the U. S. Navy, tentative title; “Cargo of 


s | ee Innocents.” 
Above i is an early scene stil p mony ~ famed bes. seller “Random 
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Mrs. MINIVER’S NEXT BIG to meet the demand of the public that set records for their ““Woman of the Year.” 
HIT: “R ANDOM H A RVEST” “Kismet” goes before the cameras shortly with William Powell in the title role. 


‘*‘Whistling in Dixie’ is a sure-fire vehicle for Red Skelton, the hottest firecracker on 
radio today, whose popularity is reflected in his current releases “Ship Ahoy,” “Maisie 
Gets Her Man.” (And soon “Panama Hattie.”) 














“Cairo,” a smouldering song-filled romantic musical drama starring Jeanette MacDonald and Robert’ 
Young, is just what the fans want! — 


Watch for “Tish,” the beloved Mary Roberts Rinehart character on the screen. 


Yes indeed, you've seen just part of the M-G-M product story in these pages and it’s the sweetest 
story ever told in motion picture annals. 


And that old love-affair goes merrily on— 
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Warners Buy Out Weiland in Pitt; 
Other Theatre-Exchange Briefs 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 


Warner Bros, closed a deal for the | 


Weiland theatre here, purchasing it 
from the veteran exhibitor, Albert 
A. Weiland, and negotiating a new 
long-term lease on the _ property 
from the owners, J. J. Coyne and 
Louis Schwartz. Name of house has 
already been changed to the Centre. 

Soisson theatre in Connellsville 
sold by Ideal Amusement Co. to 
Brown Amus. Co, here. In addition 
to the sale itself, an extended lease 
was executed for the premises In- 
cluding the space occupied by sub- 
tenants. 

Liberty, Lilly, Pa. now being 
managed by Mary Seyman, succeed- 
ing her brother, Joseph Seyman, into 
army service. sya 

August Gonlin, ous of commission 
for the last four months because of 
eye infection, returned to work at 
Universal exchange, where he’s in 
charge of accessories. Illness left 
Gonlin with split vision in his left 
eye. ; 

Lawrence R. Carettie, Monogram 
booker, and Ida Faust were mar- 
ried just a few days before his in- 
duction into the army last week. 
Monogram staff, headed by Mark 
Goldman, honored Carettie with a 
farewell party at the Nixon Cafe 
prior to his departure, presenting 
him with a gift and a check. 

Cc. C. Kellenberg, former chief 
barker of Variety Club and local 
20th-Fox biggie, one of officials in 
charge of Pennsylvania State Ameri- 
can Legion Convention, which will 
be held here next week. 

James Totman, advertising director 
for Warners in Pittsburgh zone, ap- 
pointed territorial representative 
here for Public Relations Commit- 
tee of motion picture industry’s war 
effort by Glendon Allvine, secretary 
of the eastern division. 

M. J. Cullen, district manager for 
Loew's, in town for a couple of 
weeks looking after Penn, the Loew- 
UA house, while Marty Burnett, 
manager, is vacationing in Michigan. 
Cullen managed the Penn prior to 
his elevation to a district berth two 
years ago. 

Robert Long, former Altoona man- 
ager for Notopoulos circuit, made 
manager of Menlo theatre in 
Charleroi, Pa., by C. W. Dickinson. 

Mervin Framer, broth of Walt 
Framer, WWSW staff man and 
special events announcer, added to 
the WB publicity department here in 
temporary capacity, filling in while 
J. K. (Robbie) Robertson, assistant 
to Jimmy Totman, ad chief, is on 
sick leave. In meantime, Mitchell 
DeGroot, Jr., third in command, 
moving up to take over 
Robertson's duties. 

Tommy Delbridge, assistant at 
Penn, off for Kansas City, Dayton 
and Indianapolis to do some relief 
managing in Loew houses there dur- 
ing the vacation pe:iod. 

Arthur Klein, projectionist at 
Pastime, suffered slight burns when 


iM. S. Park, Wetaskiwin, 


tton, succeeding Weldon W. Parsons, 
transferred to San Antonio to man- 
age the Majestic there. Deason has 
been in theatre business for 15 years, 
starting as the majority of Interstate 
executives have, as an usher. His 
| first job was at the Melba, in Dallas. 





Beatty Bros. Allied 
Regina, Sask., Aug. 11. 
P. W. Johnston, associated with R. 
M. Beatty in operation of the Capitol 
and Crescent, Red Deer, Alberta, for 
16 years, has retired from firm. W. 
E. Beatty has joined his brother in 
operating the two theatres, having 
operated the Roxy at Stettler, Al- 
berta, for eight years. He sold it to 
Alberta. 
Park will operate the Roxy and a 
theatre at Wetaskiwin. 
More Femme Ushers 
Montreal, Aug. 11. 


day (10) on. 
cess, Orpheum will follow suit in a 
week or so, according to what de- 
mands on their respective staffs have 
eventuated of late. 

Virtually all ushers of military age 
in this town have joined up, partly 
or full time. It has sometimes been 
difficult to staff a theatre with more 
than a couple or three ushers, due to 
military training calls, and it has 
now reached a point where the cur- 
rent staffs are insufficient and have 
had to be supplemented by girls. 

Second and third run theatres here 
are in the same plight and presently 





some of | 
| 


all pic houses in this town will be 
staffed by girls. These also are not 
so easy to come by, since women en- 
listments are steadily rising, and the- 
atres may be faced by the same prob- 
lem again in the near future. 





F-WC Theatre Deals 
Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 

Fox-West Coast reopened the 900- 
seat Rivoli theatre which had been 
dark two years. House will run on 
a double bill policy with George 
Barber as manager. Chain renewed 
its leases on the Senator in Vallejo 
and the Mission in San Jose for 10 
more years. 





Schoenstadt a Park Comm’r 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Henry Schoenstadt, one of the Chi- 
cago’s pioneer theatre chain opera- 
tors, was last week sworn in as Chi- 
cago Park Commissioner. Schoen- 
stadt was sworn in at City Hall by 
Major Edward J. Kelly, who offi- 
ciated at the ceremony. 














Parites To and Fro 

Leon Netter, homeoffice Par thea- 
tre executive in charge of the south, 
jreturned to N. Y. Monday (10) after 
|making a tour of Dixie. He contacted 
Par partners-operators in Dallas, 
New Orleans, Jacksonville, Atlanta 
and way points. Sam Dembow, Jr., 
who handles the northern tier of 





Hospital. Fire damaged projector 
and booth and patrons were driven 
from the theatre by smoke. Pastime 
owned by Mannie Steinberg. 

New house which H. J. Thomp- 
son’s Mid-State Theatres has just 
opened at Montgomery, Pa., named 
the Eagle. Takes its tag from fact 
that Montgomery is in the heart of 
the Bald Eagle Mountain range. 





Philly’s Service Unveiling 
Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

Service flag honoring members of 
the film industry in the service will 
be unveiled next Monday (17) on 
Vine street—in the heart of Film 
Row. Prominent Army and Navy 
officers, as well as city officials and 
industry figures will speak. 


John McEllan new assistant man- 
ager at Trans-Lux, vice Jerry 
Beeker who enlisted in the Navy. 

Dave Weinstein, Cedar manager, 


transferred to the helm of the Stu- 
dio, replacing Dick Mayer, resigned. 

Stanley Benford, manager of the 
Stanley-Warner Colonial, on the 


mend at Jewish Hospital after pneu- | 


monia seige. 

Sam Solomon, formerly with Ross- 
Federal, new manager of the Capitol, 
Woodbine, N. J. He replaces Joe 
Kane, now in Army. 





Mirisches’ Takeover 
Milwaukee, Aug. 11. 

The Hollywood, deluxe nabe, ac- 
quired by Harold Mirisch and his 
brother Marvin, and being managed 
by Eugene Arnstein, formerly with 
Fox. 

W. D. Woods, of Chicago, who has 
succeeded Robert T. Smith, deceased, 
as branch manager of the Warner 
Bros. exchange here, has announced 
the promotion of Ben Schwenke to 
the post of office manager, with Jack 
Kaiser assurning Schwenke’s former 
job as head booker. 





Deason’s 12 Houses 
Houston, Aug. 11. 
A. D. Deason, former manager of 
the Tyler and the Liberty in Tyler, 


named supervisor of the 12 


Inter- | 


cnet sccietieainmatininen:sncnten inane ieiatesieaTl 
leation Friday (7). Here from Chi- 


ters is Jules Rubens, operator of the 
Great States circuit, 
Par, 








RKO Promotions 
Mike Poller, 


|jplaydate department at the home- 


assistant to Bob Mochrie, 
sales manager. 

Originally joining RKO’s 
idepartment in film buying-booking 
|13 years ago, Poller subsequently 
|shifted into distribution in various 
|capacities, including an aide post 
|with Jules Levey when latter held 
|Mochrie’s present post. 
| Two branch promotions made by 
|Mochrie during the past week are 
|J. B. Brecheen, Charlotte manager, 
|to same spot in the larger Washing- 
|ton exchange, and the upping of Rovy 
|F. Branon from a salesman’s chair to 
itake charge of the Charlotte branch. 

Not the Film Booker 
Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

The Lorraine, Affiliated house, be- 

ing rebuilt and to be known as the 


theatre 





Booker. In the heart of a giant 
Negro housing project, it’s named 
after the great Negro’ educator, 


Booker T. Washington. 





5 Camp-Theatres 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 11. 
Five picture theatres are being 
erected at the permanent camp area 
of the marine barracks at Hadnot 
Point, New River, according to Col. 
\D. L. S. Brewster, post commandant. 
|Four of the theatres will have ca- 
|pacity for 1,000 persons each; the 
\fifth will seat 2,000. 








| Malone’s House 

St. Louis, Aug. 11. 
The Time, new 700-seater, Sa- 
| vannah, Ill, opened with Vern Ma- 
|lone, former operator of chain of 


in charge of RKO's | dicates that reduced prices are at- 


office since 1937, has been appointed | tracting a wider audience, or luring 
general laggard balconyites to sit on the first 





j}after an exuberant jitterbug hit a 


| 


Usherettes in the Palace from Mon- | 
Capitol, Loew’s, Prin- | 








| 
| 


} 






cago for conferences on other mat- | 


controlled by | 


; 


| 


| 


|glass flew, but the promoter threat- 


city manager in Litchfield, MIL, for 
Frisina. 

Frank Davis purchased the Alamo, 
Stewardson, IJl., from Omar Mas- 
sey. Town has prohibited Sunday 
pix but Davis is trying to break 
down the opposish. 


Tom Jones at Varsity, Dallas 
Dallas, Aug. 11. 
Thomas E. Jones new manager of 
Varsity under Paul Scott, supervisor 
of Interstate Circuit’s North and East 
Dallas Theatres. He replaces Joe 
Jackson, called for army. 














——— Continued from page 1 








visions to lure them right out again. 
At Laurel Gardens, in Newark, Fri- 
day (7), Hines demanded and got 
police protection on the bandstand 


sax player with a bottle. The fact 


that the bottle was actually aimed 
at .the m.c. who must’ve ducked, 
didn’t allay Hines’ fears. Cam- 


bridge was too fresh in his memory. 





Police Called 
Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 11. 

A barked shin precipitated a riot 
among 1,200. colored dancers in the 
Elks’ Hall here, leaving many casu- 
alties, as Earl Hines’ orchestra con- 
tinued playing and at the same time 
attempted to stop the battle. The 
fracas started between a soldier and 
a civilian over a woman Wednes- 
day (5). 

Several persons were slashed with 
razors; policemen, military police and 
naval shore patrolmen knocked head- 
long, a police matron floored by a 
punch, and a youth sent to the hos- 
pital after falling 15 feet from a 
balcony on his head. 

Two police divisions swarmed into 
the hall to make arrests, and the 
rioting continued all the way to the 
police lock-up, only 100 yards away. 

According to police, the dance was 
sponsored by the Dunbar Associates, 
a Negro social club. At the same 
time, local bogkers stated they feared 
this was perhaps the last colored 
dance they would book. 





Forgot to Duck 
Newark, Aug. 11. 

Police had to be called to sit on 
the stand with the musicians before 
Earl Hines’ band would continue 
work at the Laurel Gardens here 
Friday (7) evening. One of Hines’ 
men was clipped by an empty bottle 
thrown by one of the patrons at a 
dance for Negro jitterbugs. Bottle 
wasn’t aimed at the sax player it 
hit, but the fact that it missed the 
m.¢. it was intended for didn’t lessen 
the musician’s hurt. He was off the 
stand for an hour. 

Hines was all for packing up his 
outfit and leaving the spot after the 


ened not to pay off, so the leader 
consented to continue only after po- 
lice protection was: secured, 
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been playing repeats on the road at 
$1.65 top. 
Hypo of the 


‘Eileen’ business in- 


floor, a novelty for them. It is usual 





FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Variety presents 

a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreciations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; CD-——Comedy- 

|Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 

Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY’s review and running time. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 





They All Kissed the Bride (Col) 6/3 CD 86 M. Dougias-J. Crawford 


My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 MU 85 K. Kyser-E. Drew 

Thru Different Eyes (20th) 6/3 M 67 F.Craven-M. Howard 
Private Buckaroo (U) 6/3 MU 68 Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
Danger in the Pacific (U) 8/5 M 60 D. Terry-L. Carrillo 
Silver Bullet (U) 8/5 w 56 J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
The Big Shot (WB) 6/3 RD 82 H. Bogart-J. Manning 
The Magnificent Dope (20th) 6/3 CD 84 H. Fonda-D. Ameche 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 5/6 M 77 D. Lamour-R. Denning 





WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 


Parachute Nurse (Col) 7/29 M 63 
Riders of The Northlands (Col) w 








M. Chapman-P. Clark 
C,. Starrett-R. Hayden 


Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 CD 79 V. MacLaglen-E. O’Brien 
Lady In A Jam (U) 7/1 Cc 83 I. Dunne-P, Knowles 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 


Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 M 7 J. Weismuller-M. O’Hara 





WEEK OF RELEASE—6/25/42 


Rubber Racketeers (Mono) 7/1 M 65 R. Cortez-R. Hudson 
Mexican Spitfire Sees Ghost (RKO 5/3 C WW UL, Velez-E. Errol 
Ten Gentlemen West Point (20th) 6/3 RD 104 G.Montgomery-M. O’Hara 





There’s One Born Every Minute (U) C 60 H. Herbert-T,. Brown 

I Married An Angel (M-G) 5/20 MU 83 J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
Her Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/27 CD 93 N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
Maizie Gets Her Man (M-G) 5/27 C 85 A. Sothern-R, Skelton 
The Gay Sisters (WB) 6/3 M 108 B. Stanwyck-G. Brent | 
Friendly Enemies (UA) 6/24 Cc 9% C. Winninger-C. Ruggles 








WEEK OF RELEASE 17/2/42 


Lure of the Islands (Mono) M M. Hart 

Sons of the Pioneers (Rep) w R. Rogers-G, Hays 
Postman Didn’t Ring (20th) 6/3 C 68 R. Travis-B. Joyce 
Deep in Heart of Texas (U) Cc R. Stock-B. Crawford 
Sergeant York (WB) 7/2/41 RD 134 G, Cooper-J. Leslie 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/$ 42 





Atlantic Convoy (Col) M J. Beal-V. Field 

Top Sergeant (U) Cc L. Carrillo-A. Devine 
Flight Lieutenant (Col) 8/5 D 80 P. O’Brien-G. Ford 
Tumble Weed Trail (PRC) Ww B. Boyd-A. Davis 
Spy Ship (WB) 6/3 M 62 C. Stevens-I. Manning 








WEEK OF RELEASE—7/16/42 





Prairie Gunsmoke (Col) w B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Drums of the Congo (U) M_ 61 _ S. Erwin-O. Munson 
Wings for the Eagle (WB) 6/3 M 85 A, Sheridan-D. Morgan 


Arizona Bound.(Mono) 9/10/41 Ww 58 B. Jones-T. McCoy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—7/23/42 





Escape from Crime (WB) 6/3 M 51 R. Travis-J. Bishop 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 RD 118 T. Power-J. Fontaine 
Pierre of the Plains (M-G) 6/17 M 65 J. Carroll-R. Hussey 


Hi Neighbor (Rep) Cc J. Parker-J. Archer 


WEEK OF RELEASE 7/30/42 











Jackass Mail (M-G) 6/17 CD 80 W. Beery-M. Main 
The Sombrero Kids (Rep) Cc D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Joan of Ozark (Rep) 7/22 Cc 80 J. Cavona-J, E. Brown 
Invisible Agent (U) 8/5 M 79 I, Massey-J. Hall 


Lucky Legs (Col) MU J. Falkenberg-K. Harris 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/6/42 





Blondie For Victory (Col) Cc P. Singleton-R. Lake 
Crossroads (M-G) 6/24 RD 34 W. Powell-H. Lamarr 
Smart Alecks (Mono) Cc R. Pryor-M. Rosenbloom 
Call of the Canyon (Rep) G. Autry-S. Burnett 


L. Nolan-C. Landis 


Ww 
It Happened in Flatbush (20th) 6/3 cD 80 
c 83 Abott & Costello 


Pardon My Sarong (U) 8/5 





~ nt ec WEIR Mood Bo memento 





Bad Men of the Hills (Col) w C. Starrett-L. Walters 
Mrs. Miniver (M-G) 5/13 D 133 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
Hillbilly Blitzkreig (Mone) Cc B. Duncan-E. Kennedy 
Timber (U) Cc L. Carillo-A, Divine 
Shadows of the Sage (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 








WEEK OF RELEASE 8/20/42 





Talk of the Town (Col) M Cc. Grant-J. Arthur 








that when managers cut prices they 
lower operating expenses, principally 


| by slicing salaries, but that does not 
| apply to ‘Claudia,’ presented by John 


| Golden, 


who is not known to have 


| ever lowered actors’ pay. 


| Managers 


has 








Reducing prices- at “the boxoffice 
is a variation of cut-rating. Here- 
tofore Leblang’s handled most of the 
half-price tickets, for which it got 
a fee. That money is saved by the 
through direct cutting, 
explain why Leblang’s 
cut rates on hand for 


which may 
had no 
weeks. 
Third show at $1.65 top, except 
Saturdays, is ‘Stars on Ice,’ at the 
3,000-seat Center. Original rink re- 
vue there was $2.75 top, but the 
prices were reduced, with the re- 
sult that ‘It Happens on Ice’ ran 
nearly twice as long as was first in- 


Borders of the West (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 

Are Husbands Necessary (Par) 6/17 cD 80 R. Milland-B. Fields 
Priorities on Pgrade (Par) 7/29 MU 79 A, Miller—J. Johnson 
The Pied Piper (20th) 7/8 D 84 M. Woolley-R. McDowell 
The Old Homestead (Rep) Cc Weaver Bros. 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/27/42 





One Thrilling Night (Mono) 7/1 M 
Sunset Serenade (Rep) . w 
Loves of Edgar Allan Poe (20th) 7/8 M 


69 J. Beal-W. McKay 
R. Rogers-H. Parrish 
67 J. Sheppard-L. Darnell 





WEEK OF RELEASE 9/3/42 





B. Elliott-Tex Ritter 
60 B. Bennett-K. Harris 
Range Busters ee 
97 G. Montgomery-A. Rutherf'd 


Vengence of the West (Col) w 
Sabotage Squad (Col) 8/5 M 
Arizona Stagecoach (Mono) 


w 
Orchestta Wives (20th) 8/12 MU 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 


Mokey (M-G) 3/25 M 87 





D. Dailey-D. Reed 





dicated. ‘Stars’ opened at the pop 
scale recently and its pace is close 
to capacity. 


Metro’s 23 Shorts 


; Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
With 23 short subjects in prepara- 
tion and being shot and edited, 
Metro is currently facing a heavy 
schedule in this department, headed 
by five Pete Smith specialities. 
Also included in the schedule are 








About Face (UA) 4/15 C 43 W. Tracy-J. Sawyer — 
Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 M 75 D. Lamour-R. Denning 
Once Upon a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 M 66 M. Hunt-R. Carlson 
Bambi (RKO) 5/27 CD 7 (Disney Cartoon) 
Yankee Doodle Dandy (WB) 6/3 MU 125 J, Cagney-J. Leslie 
Calling Dr. Gillespie (M-G) 6/17 M L. Barrymore-P. Dorn 
Holiday Inn (Par) 6/17 MU 101 B. Crosby-F. Astaire 
Eagle Squadron (U) 6/17 RD 108 R. Stack-D. Barrymore 
Tombstone (Par) 6/17 W 75 R. Dix-K. Taylor 

I Live in Danger (Par) 6/17 M 73 C. Morris-J, Parker 
Apache Trail (M-G) 6/24 WwW 66 L. Nolan-D. Reed 
The Magnificent Ambersons (RKO) 7/1 RD 88 J. Cotton-D. Cstello 
United We Stand (20th) 7/1 66 (Documentary) 

The Young Mr. Pitt (20th) 7/1 M 118 R. Donat-R. Morley 
Footlight Serenade (20th) 7/8 MU 81 J, Payne-B. Grable 
The Pride of the Yankees (RKO) 17/15 D 128 G,. Cooper-T. Wright 
Flying Fortress (WB) 7/15 M 110 R. Greene-C, Lehman 
Stagecoach Buckaroo (U) 7/15 w =358 J. MacBrown-F. Night 
Klondyke Fury (Mono) 7/15 Ww 68 E, Lowe-L. Fairbanks 
War Against Mrs. Hadley (M-G) 8/5 D 8 E, Arnold-F, Bainter 
Somewhere Ill Find You (M-G) 8/5 RD 107 CC. Gable-L. Turner 
The Big Street (RKO) 8/5 CD 88 H. Fonda-L. Ball 


Journey Into Fear (RKO) 8/5 M_ 68 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant (RKO) 8/5 C_ 63 
Tales of Manhattan (20th) 8/5 cD 

Berlin Correspondent (20th) 8/12 M 7 


J. Cotton-D. Del Rio 
L. Velez-L. Errol 
117 (All star cast) 

V. Gilmore-D. Andrews 





‘ : ? sbi ssi des; 2 MU 79 §. Henie-J, Pay 
flicker houses out of Monroe, La.,| ve John Nesbitt passing parades; | Iceland (20th) 8/12 , - Henie-J. Payne _ 
| managing ‘ five Our Gang comedies, seven Caive engl aise ore  ~ = - meemonnte- ee Fount 
hae 4 TTF a aa 5, eter o| W slan ar . Do -R. s 
|_ Paul Brands sold _ the Elmo, St. | Miniatures and a new Crime Does | Tiamer (Uy < 12 ) io ee  Gaseite- A thavine 
state neighborhood theatres in Hous- | Elmo, Ill, to John Dickson, former | Not Pay’ short, ‘Keep ’em Smiling.” | q yank at Eton (M-G) 8/12 CD 88 M. Rooney-E. Gwenn 
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AN AXIS | 
TO GRIND 


.»- push the 


sale of War 
Bonds and 
| Stamps in 
| your lobby! 
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Screen Play by Claude Binyon 2 
Adaptation by Elmer Rice 
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U.S. Film Cos. Reported Mulling 
Complete Exit From Argentine As 


? Anti-Axis Films Get the Heave-o 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 11. 

Possibility of withdrawing from 
the Argentine market is reported 
here as being seriously considered 
by U. S. film distributors as a result 
of the official ban of “The Invaders’ 
after Nazi representatives squawked | 
about the anti-Nazi pic. Also the |; 
fact that the Japs complained about | 
‘The Secret Agent of Japan’ has | 
added fuel to the controversy. 











Schiffrin in America 

Simon Schiffrin, French film pro- 
ducer who recently arrived in N. Y., 
is reported huddling with several 
U. S. producers on making features 
in Hollywood, 

Schiffrin had both Anatole Litvak 
and Rene Clair .on his staff as di- 


Distributors are said to be par-j|rectors when he was in Paris. His 
ticularly wrought up over the easy |g) production in France was ‘Port 


way in which Otto Meyteen, Ger- 
man charge d’affaires, has been able 


of Shadows’ 


in which Jean Gabin 


to secure government action shortly |and Michelle Morgan were starred. 


after ‘Invaders’ 





the large theatres here. Theatre's | 
management then was ordered to 
withdraw the film. They point out | 
that both pictures were approved by | 
the municipal censorship officials 
and had caused no public disturb- 
ances, 

Columbia and 20th-Fox, respec- 
tively, stood the cost of sending ‘In- 
vaders’ and ‘Agent’ into Argentina, 
plus import duties, print making, 
etc., which they have been unable 
to recover despite the ban of ‘In- 
vaders’ and ‘Agent.’ Despite this, 
it’s revealed here that the U. S. em- 
bassy to date only has inquired in- 
formally. 

Actions in banning more and more 
Hollywood films is explained simply 
as because they are anti-Nazi. If 
Argentina is barring such product 
because they’re frowned on by the 
Nazis, the question is posed as to 
whether U. S. distribs should con- 
tinue distributing in this market. 

Similar methods were used in 
chopping the Charles Chaplin pic- 
ture, ‘The Great Dictator,’ from Ar- 
gentina screens last year. Result 
was that many flocked across the 
Plate river to view the film at Co- 
lonia, Uruguay. 


MORALS CODE 
FOR MEX FILMS 


Mexico City, Aug. 11. 

Twenty-eight leading Mexican film 
producers have given their written 
word to observe a Morals Code, 
similar to that of Hays office in U. S.., 
which the federal film censoring and 
supervision department has prepar ed. 
Producers belong to + < 


























SEE Reis et SS ale 


of Producers & Distributors of Mexi- 
can Motion Pictures. Code nixes: 

Scenes that debase or distort the 
concept of the country or matrimony, 
or cause disrespect for civic duties 
and the law. Scenes that falsify 
Mexican history in a way’ that dis- 
parages Mexico, and extoll crime, 
vice, hate, vengeance and cruelty, 
are strictly out. 


Ist Disney Pic Made 
In South America Set 
For 5-Theatre Rio Bow : 


Rio de Janeiro, Aug. 11. 

‘Saludos,’ initial South American 
feature made by Walt Disney, will 
be preemed here Aug. 24, with day- 
and-date booking into five local the- 
aires. Film will be released here 
under the Portuguese title of ‘Alo 
Amigos.’ 

Deal for showing picture was set 
by Bruno Cheli, RKO’s manager 
here for Brazil territory, after cable 
negotiations with Phil Reisman, 
RKO’'s foreign sales chief, who’s in 
N. Y. Increased admissions are called 
for in the deal to play the five 
houses.. ‘Saludos’ will be released in 
the U. S. later this year. 




















Pepperman Safe 
Lewis Pepperman, UA manager in | 
Japan, is due in the U. S. shortly, 
being on the Swedish liner Grips- 
holm, which is bringing back Ameri- 
cans from the Far East, according to 
word received last week by Walter 
Gould, UA foreign manager. 
A New Yorker by birth, Pepper- 


finished a week’s|Shiffrin has established his home in 
record run at the Gran Rex, one of |; 


N. 





U.S. Gives Air Priorities 
To Pix for Puerto Rico 
As Need for Soldiers 


San Juan, P. R., Aug. 11. 
Shortage of transportation to bring 





film here, which had many houses on 


the verge of closing, has been al- 
leviated by the obtainment of air 
priorities from the U. S. Army, Per- 
mission has been granted for Pan- 
American Airways to carry film to 
Puerto Rico five times a week for 
the next two months. Shipments 
can’t be over 75 pounds each, how- 
ever. 

With the future uncertain and con- 
tinuance of space on planes dubious, 
the Army has granted film com- 
panies permission to build up a back- 
log here by shipping by boat. Army’s 
principal interest in getting the pix 
through is the entertainment they 
provide for the large number of 
troops on the island. 


Nothing but war essentials has 
been transported to P. R. by ‘plane 
or boat for some time. Exchange 
managers made an appeal last week 
to Governor Rexford Guy Tugwell to 
help straighten out the situation. 
They were also considering hir- 
ing of a private plane, if possible, to 
fly the product here from Miami. 





Illness Forces Bebe 
To Quit London Show 


St pee 
London, 


Recurrence of throat ailment has 
caused Bebe Daniels ta.drop out of 
‘Gangway,’ the Palladium revue, in- 
definitely, with lineup now compris- 
ing Vera Lynn (replacing Miss 
Daniels), Ted Ray (replacing Tommy 
Trinder due to latter’s picture com- 


mitment for Michael Balcon), and 
Jewell and Warriss, comics who 
have made name in the sticks. Lat- 
ter are making their West End de- 
but. 

Ben Lyon stays on minus his 
spouse. Show has new features and 
stays for six to seven weeks. 


FOR ECONOMY’S SAKE 


Discuss 





Lenden Legit Mgrs., Govt. 
Theatre Lighting 


~ London, July 27 

Theatrical Managers Association 
and Entertainments Protection As- 
sociation have submitted their views 
to the Ministry of Fuel, which is to 
call a conference to discuss econo- 
'my in theatre lighting. 

The theatrical managers will sug- 
gest appointment of a committee of 
experts to advise fuel ministry on 
individual problems as they arise. 


CAFE DE PARIS, 
LONDON. DUE 
TO REOPEN 


—_—_——_ — 


London, July 27. 
Cafe de Paris, which was blitzed 


in the attack on London two years 
ago, suffering extensive damage with 
many losses of life, including that 
of its operator, Martinus Poulsen, is 
likely to reopen in a few months, 


Cafe is underground, with Rialto 
picture theatre above it. This was 
also heavily damaged and reopens 
shortly. It depends on how Rialto 
floor, which is the de Paris Ceiling, 
holds up. Should ceiling prove solid 
rest of the repairs for cafe will be 
possible. 


Present owners comprise Francis 
J. Francis, millionaire husband of 
Sunny Jarman, former American 
comedienne, and A. R. Guillet, 
liquor merchant. Former has owned 
lease of the place practically since 
its early career. Newcomer board 
is Kenneth Hall, joint managing di- 
rector of Quality Inns. He replaces 
F. Stocco, who is interned in the 
Isle of Wight, being an ‘enemy 
alien’ and Poulsen. 

Understood owners have exten- 
sive stock of wines and spirits, which 
was bought by Poulsen on the out- 
break of war, in anticipation that 
prices would advance tremendously. 











a at Nee 
uly 27. 


Present stock is estimated to be 


| worth $400,000. 


Rumored Poulsen’s executors and 


|Stoceo received $120,000 for their 


interests in the cafe. 


DEFER STRIKE IN 
ANTIP THEATRES 





Sydney Aug. 11, 
> et um imest Se ba 
film circuits and the employees 


union in motion picture theatres, 
legit and stage-show houses has 
been successful in calling off the 
Australian theatre strike, at least 
temporarily. Walkout had been 
scheduled for Aug, i. 

Both exhibitors and theatre cir- 
cuit chiefs will huddle further with 
unions to decide wartime wage-hour 
schedule. Virtually all theatre em- 
ployees are included in union de- 
mands for higher wages. 





Max Milder, Warner’s managing 
director in Great Britain, returns to 
London this week after vacationing 
for about six weeks in U. S. 











‘Aussie Pix Industry Hails Decision 


Sydney, Aug. 11. 

The Australian government’s de- 
cision to drop the bill providing for 
limitation of 4% profit for any or- 
ganization or company has been gen- 
erally hailed by the film industry 
here. The bill was found to be un- 
economical, and major theatre cir- 
cuits and distributors failed to see 
how the 4% profit limit would prove 
workable with the present high tax- 
ation and overhead in this territory. 

Situation was further complicated 
by the fact that U. S. distributors 
are thus far not getting any addi- 
tional frozen coin out of Australia, 
meaning that ultimately the Ameri- 
can companies would be unable to 





man was one of several American | 
film men caught in the Orient by the 
Japs, 


maintain distribution here. 
The federal government has de- 
cided to introduce an entertainment 


To Drop Bill Limiting Profits to 4% 





tax as a wartime measure. The tax 
will run from about 2c to 12c, ac- 
cording to whether it is a low admis- 
sion price or the higher scale. It 
is believed here, naturally, that the 
cinemas will pass the additional cost 
per ticket on to the public. 


Grierson Due in U. S. 


John Grierson, Canada’s film com- 
missioner, is due in New York on a 
business trip this week from Ottawa. 


As film commissioner, his National 
Film Board has been responsible for 
the series of World in Action shorts, 
which United Artists is distributing. 
Latest of these, ‘Hitler’s Plan,’ has 
just gone out on release, while 
‘Fighting Russia’ went to exhibtors 
early in July. 








Can't Borrow Flaws 20th to Abandon 
British Prod.; Laudy Lawrence's Trip 





And That's That 


Caracas, Aug. 8. 

Americans in Venezuela are often 
surprised at the frankness with 
which theatres advertise pictures as 
‘B’ productions, announcing the fact 
in letters sometimes larger than 
those they use for ‘A’ pictures. 

‘A’ and ‘B,’ however, are govern- 
ment censor classifications which 
have nothing to do with the quality 
of the picture but with its morality. 
Children are permitted to see ‘A’ 
pictures but only adults may attend 
the ‘B’s.’ 


Arnold, Hylton in Deal 
As Joint Theatre Lessees 
Though Both Are Feuding 


London, July 27. 

Tom Arnold and Jack Hylton have 

become joint lessees of another West- 
end house, having taken seven-year 
lease of Winter Garden, owned by 
Bentley & Co., Bradford brewers. 
. First show there will be Jack 
Waller's ‘Let’s Face It,’ currently be- 
ing tried out in the sticks. Strangely 
enough, Waller and Hylton are not 
on speaking terms, being particularly 
unfriendly since their suit, which 
was won by Waller. Reasor for 
deal is because Arnold is part owner 
of ‘Face It.’ Lease calls for per- 
centage arrangement. 

The ‘Face It’ arrangement has not 
been finalized; it is subject to whether 
‘Sky High,’ the present Arnold revue 
at Phoenix theatre can hold up; 
otherwise, it might go to the latter, 
| Which is also operated by Arnold on 
| a long lease, 


DAVE ROSE TO REMAKE 














Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

David Rose, Paramount’s manag- 
ing director for Great Britain, leaves 
Saturday (15) for New York enroute 
to London. He has been at the 
studio for several weeks. 

Rose will produce at least two 
features in England for Paramount 
release, First being slated as J. M. 
Barrie’s ‘The Old Lady Showed Her 
Medals,’ which will be modernized 
from first World War background to 
the present conflict. Par made first 
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years ago, with Gary Cooper and 
Beryl Mercer as the son and mother 


British Variety Charity 








London, July 27. 

Members of the variety profession, 
music publishers, agents and a good 
sprinkling of the general public 
turned up at Grosvenor House July 
23 to support the Variety Ball, staged 
annually for the benefit of Variety 
Benevolent Association. It was the 
largest gathering of its kind in years, 
the attendance being 1,300 at $7.50 
per head, and applicants for another 
1,000 tickets had to be refused owing 
tv lack of accommodation. The fight- 
ing services were well represented, 
including members of the U.S. and 
Canadian Forces. 

George Black and R. H. Gillespie 
each brought parties from the Hip- 
podrome and Palladium, and artists 
provided an excellent floor show 
during the evening. The party 
started at 10 p.m. and lasted until 4 
a.m., the slogan being ‘come in day- 
light and go home in daylight.’ 

Percival Mackey provided the 
sustaining band for dancing, which 
had an airing of one hour during 
the evening and for which the BBC 
paid a fee of $2,009. Vocalists in- 
cluded Vic Oliver, Tommy Trinder 
and Jack Hylton, Guest relief bands 
were Henry Hall’s and the London 
National Fire Service. Both put on 
a good performance. 

It was one of the best of the war- 
time parties, and the hard working 
organizing secretary, Harry Marlow, 
figured he would be gle to hand 
over about $4,000 to the funds of the 
Benevolent Society as the result of 
the evening’s jollity. 








Due to increasing difficulties in 
borrowing actors and film techni- 
cians from the British armed forces 
for film production, and the scarcity 
of materials and equipment, 20th- 
Fox may abandon picture production 





‘MEDALS’ IN ENGLAND 


Nets 4G at $7.50 Per 


| parts. 


in England for the duration, possibly 
using funds frozen abroad to pur- 
chase occasional British-made films 
for U. S. release. Laudy Lawrence, 
20th foreign head, is due in London 
shortly to survey the situation and 
also advise the British distribution 
staff of product which may be expect- 
ed from the U. S. this year for re- 
lease in England. 

Pictures of the type of “Young Mr. 
Pitt,’ which stars Robert Donat and 
has 108 speaking parts, are becoming 
impracticable in England, not only 
because of the reluctance of the 
Government to grant stars furloughs 
for film appearances, but due to the 
dearth of supporting players because 
of the constant exodus into the 
armed forces. Four pictures sched- 
uled for production by 20th in Eng- 
land may not be made, since no 
American technicians, directors or 
scripters will be going over. 

Reported also that Lawrence plans 
some changes in the British distribu- 
tion staff under Francis L. Harley. 


ARGENTINA IN 
SPAIN PIX PACT 





Further inroads into the foreign 
film market threatened this week 
with reports received in N. Y. that 
Argentina had framed a quota ar- 
rangement on product with Spain 
which is certain to cut into the play- 
ing time of American pictures in this 
|highly profitable territory. By the 
quota arrangement, Argentina would 
permit importing of three features 
made in Spain for one Argentina- 
made picture shown in Spain. 

While details of the quota arrange- 
ment are lacking, the plan is ad- 
vantageous to Argentina’s film in- 
dustry because it would provide an 
outlet for neariy all the Argentina 
product. Spanish-made films, espe- 
cially those produced in Spain, al- 
ways have been popular in Argen- 
tina, which makes U. S. filmites 
doubly aware of the threat to play- 
ing time. 


Jessie Matthews In 





b 


London, Aug. 11. 
‘Wild Rose,’ a new treatment of 
‘Sally,’ with Jessie Matthews in the 
Marilyn Miller role, opened Aug. 6 
at the Prince’s. Richard Hearne and 
Andre Randall also have leading 


It is’ magnificently produced, and 
audience and critics approved the 
new version warmly. 


Current London Shows 


London, Aug. 11. 
‘All’s Fair,’ Whitehall. 
‘Awake and Sing,’ Cambridge. 
‘Big Top,’ His Majesty’s. 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ St. James's. 
D’Oyly Carte Opera, Princess. 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 
‘Full Swing,’ Palace. 
‘Gangway,’ Pailadium. 
‘Get a Load of This,’ 
‘Lifeline,’ Duchess. 
‘Light and Shade,’ Ambassador. 
‘Macbeth,’ Piccadilly. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy. 
‘Maid of the Mountains,’ Coliseum. 
‘No Orchids for Miss Blandish,’ 

Wales. 

‘Rain,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Rebecca,’ Strand. 
‘Rose-Marie,’ Stoll’s. 
‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
Russian Ballet, Cambridge. 
Sadler’s Wells Ballet, New. 
‘Sky High,’ Phoenix. 














Hippodrome. 


‘The Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 
‘The Dector’s Dilemma,’ Hay- 
market. 


‘The Man Who Came to Dinner, 
Savoy. 

‘The Morning Star,’ Globe. 

‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Warn That Man,’ Garrick. 





‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych. 
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Times Square Paramount’s 


Biggest Five Days in 17 


Years — Berlin-Sandrich 
Smash Grosses More in 
Five Days Than Past Hits 
Took in a Week — Para 
Keeps Doors Open From 
8 A.M. Saturday Till 5 
A.M. Sunday 





- NO LET-UP SEEN 





Paramount’s Bing Crosby-Fred 
Astaire hit, ‘Holiday Inn’ did just 
what was expected of it following 
its World Premiere at the New York 
Paramount last week. The Mark 
Sandrich production smashed all 
house records for seventeen years— 
outgrossing in five days many pre- 
vious record-making weeks. 

Figures do not, of course, include 
the Navy Relief Benefit premiere 
take. 

‘Inn’ took in more during its first 
five days than ‘Road to Singapore,’ 
‘Rhythm on the River,’ ‘The Fleet’s 
In,’ ‘Nothing But the Truth,’ ‘Birth 
of the Blues’ and many another hit 
drew in a solid week. Theatre ex- 
pects the week which closes today 
to set another all-time record. 

Business was go terrific Thursday 
and Friday of last week that the 








Previews at Marine Corps Bases” 


WOOD ROLLS ON 
BELL'S CLIMAX 


Director Sam Wood has com- 
pleted filming of the spectacular 
battle which marks the climax of 
Ernest Hemingway’s ‘For Whom 
the Bell Tolls,’ according to ad- 
vices from Sonora Pass, where 
Technicolor cameras are recording 
the location sequences of the pic- 
ture. Almost the entire action of 
‘Bell’ takes place outdoors. 

Five tanks—three Studio-owned 
and two borrowed from the Army 
—took part in the battle, along 
with eight military trucks, artil- 
lery. More than 100 extras were 
used. Troupe is this week film- 
ing another action high-spot—the 
incident in which Gary Cooper, as 
Robert Jordan, dynamites a bridge 
under fire. 

Ingrid Bergman, who plays 
Maria, has arrived at the Sonora 
location and will begin filming of 
her scenes with Cooper this week 
also. 








Clair Gets ‘Private Life’ 


Rene Clair, famed French di- 


Paramount’s East and West 
offices were completing today 
plans for the dual previews of 
‘Wake Island’, saga of the gallant 
stand of U. S. Marines at that 
Pacific outpost. Picture will have 
its initial- showings August 24 at 
Marine Corps bases in Quantico, 
Va., and San Diego, Cal. Network 
broadcasts will stem from both 
openings, 

‘Sneak previews’ of ‘Wake’ in 
California were held a short time 
back, and elicited some of the most 
emphatic statements of approval 
ever given a picture. Feeling ran 
high at both previews, with 
patrons calling it the most power- 
ful film to come out of World War 
II. 

Brian Donlevy, Macdonald Carey 
and Robert Preston are starred in 


‘Wake,’ with Albert Dekker, Wil- 
liam Bendix and Walter Abel 
heading the supporting cast. In 


filming the picture, Director John 
Farrow concentrated on presenting 
a straightforward, literal picture of 
the ‘fourteen days that thrilled the 
world’—a picture that could carry 
the credit line he gave it on the 
screen—‘Original Story Written by 
the United States Marines!’ 





No Chinese Japs For 
Par’s New War Film 


Paramount will use only Ameri- 
can character actors to play the 
roles of Japs in ‘Night Plane From 
Chunking,’ war film to get under 
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Hope-Crosby-Lamour ‘Road Show.’ 





Three Out of Ten for Paramount On 


Victor's List of Top Juke Box Pops 


RCA-Victor publication for juke- 
Operators, ‘Phono-Graphic,’ lists 
three Paramount tunes this week 
as among the ten most-played on 
the nation’s coin machine phono- 
graphs. Trio are ‘Jingle, Jangle 
Jingle’ from the Technicolor “The 
Forest Rangers’ (No. 1 Position); 
‘Conchita, Rosita Lopez,’ from 
‘Priorities on Parade,’ and ‘Be 
Careful, It’s My Heart’ from ‘Holi- 
day Inn.’ 


Phono-Graphic labels ‘Jingle, 
Jangle’ as ‘one of the strongest 
leaders of the past two years.’ 


‘Conchita, Rosita (etc.)’ is listed as 
‘a sensation from the first week of 
issue. Comment under ‘Be Care- 
ful’ runs ‘Picture breaks this week; 
will lend added impetus. TAB 
THIS FOR TOP" 


Don Loper With Ginger 





For ‘Lady in the Dark’ 





Don Loper, ace stage dancer of 


the team of Loper and Barrett, will | 








Sturges Next 


Is ‘Miracle Of 
Morgan Creek 


‘The Miracle of Morgan Creek,’ a 
Preston Sturges original, will be 
Maestro Sturges’ next picture for 
Paramount, following completion of 
‘The Palm Beach Story’ and ‘Great 
Without Glory’—both now just 
about ready for release. 

Betty Hutton and Eddie Bracken 
will star in ‘Miracle’; Miss Hutton 
tipped off the story that it was 
coming by mentioning it on the air 
last week. Sturges is known to be- 
lieve Betty is one of the screen’s 





most brilliant comediennes. She 
has been teamed with Bracken 
three times—in ‘The Fleet's In’, | 








| pany 


‘Fleet's In.’ 

Irving Berlin’s thirteen songs (and 
his original idea)—the pair of stars 
—and Sandrich production all had 
plenty to do with ‘Inn’s’ solid hit, of 
course—but Paramount also believes 
the intensive radio campaign given 
the picture helped put it over big. 

Company has taken one national 
broadcast via the Blue net, night of 
the New York Premiere; this was a 
‘Parade of Bands,’ saluting Berlin 
the picture. A second Para- 
mount-sponsored show will take the 
air coast-to-coast August 26 on the 
CBS network, stemming probably 


and 


from Hollywood and featuring Fred | 


Astaire and Bing and Bob Crosby | 
(with ork) in songs of the show 
Time is 9:30 to 10 p.m., EWT. 

In addition, through more than 


two months of advance field work, 


| Paramount set up plugs for ‘Inn’ and 
its tunes on 55 major high-Crossley | 


network shows and On more than 


400 indie stations. 


national release date, Sept. 4. 
Biggest line-up of specially pre- 
pared platters and scripts for local 
broadcast purposes ever given a pic- 
ture was set for ‘Inn’ by Paramount. 
Thirteen recordings—including a 15- 
minute transcription, a number of 
five-minute shows, and a full sked 
of spot announcement records and 
‘air trailers’—were 
also dished out script for a 
fifteen-minute ‘Salute to 
show utilizing commercial discs. 


National transcription companies | 


also incorporating 





These breaks will | 
continue to pop right up through | 





included. Com- | 


Berlin’ | 


Clair proved he could handle 


well in ‘Witch.’ 





were used on local stations from 


so | 





| and 


Paramount sent out a bulletin say- ee wig ace hy way soon with Ralph Murphy di- 
ing it would open its a = a.m. Saatiadk « Witch.’ pinta vredric recting. Film is to star Robert 
Saturday, and play right on through ma. Preston, Ellen Drew and Albert 
- , w a until 5 a.m. Sunday. Saturday and|™Mareh and Veronica Lake, has Dekker. Decision to use Causasia 
A AEA I PRE TTS, PPI YS Fe Sheva seewtho knows how it feels from ‘Charlie’s , ’ . | been assigned ‘The Man Who Had | e r. cision to use Causasian 
; Aunt,’ slips Bob Hope beans ony trie + Beh.asey Sunday business alone took in more |. i> on Gt mack eeet players in the Jap roles was made 
for an incident in ‘Road to Morocco.’ Sequence is one in ona ) far ag .s — —s 7” ae a Unpree ices i ene © sy alae I ee ee 
° ’ "es; fe suc soc Ss S ‘ . e | t I > s ; j 
Hope plays the ghost of his Aunt Lucy. ‘Morocco’ is the next pictures, even such so 1 ®5 Furth,’ in the light comedy vein | 2ote of the story 


In filming ‘Wake Island,’ Para- 
mount had Jap problems, too, Fili- 
pinos were used for the Jap roles, 
the Studio had a hard time 
convincing the extras not to drop 


July 24 up to and including open- | dead on the first cinematic Marine 


ing night, August 4. These helped 


point all the national and tune} 
plugs right toward the opening. 
Field men will urge a _ similar 


heavy use of radio in local cam- 
paigns for ‘Inn’ throughout the 
country. 


| volley 


None 
to be 


of the players 
wanted anything but dead 


Japs. 





| ARE YOU SHOVING the sale of 
| War Bonds and Stamps at your the- 


atre? It’s an all out job! 





CROSBY | 
1g ASTAIRE 
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‘Happy Go Lucky’ and ‘Star Span- cooperated by 


team as dancing partner with Gin- 
Ser Rogers for Par’s forthcoming 
super production of the Moss Hart 

/ hit, ‘Lady in the Dark.’ Ray Mil- 
land already has been mentioned as 
another member of the trio of male 
leads, 


gled Rhythm’, The team made | some of the ‘Inn’ tun¢s in their regu- 
an immediate hit in ‘Fleet’—and | lar transcription issues to partici- | 
Paramount Studio says ‘Happy Go pating stations. Berlin office gave | 
Lucky’ and ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ | full cooperation to the entire cam- 
will build its popularity tremen-|paign throughout. 

dously. In New York, spot announcements 


“ 
go ALS 
7 . 









pucriOn aa ee ‘ . 
“It’s O.K. for them to get that holiday spirit, but ’'m 
afraid they’re going overboard a little.” 
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A YANK AT ETON 


(Continued from page 8) 


ditions 
fields of glorified Eton. 
Story basically has been i 
number of times before, with Ameri- 
can military and prep schools for 
background. Rooney and young sis- 
ter Juani’@: Quigley ship from Amer- 
ica to England to join their mother, 
Marta Linden, who has married Ian 
Hunter. Latter gets Rooney into 
Eton, and then comes the typical 


training and adjustment of the ener- | 
getic American to the British sys- | 


tem of education. BeMigerent at first. 


Rooney finally gets the key to the | 


situation, and emerges as both an 
honor student and star athlete. 
Rooney works hard in the lead 
spot, providing a solid performance 
that, nevertheless, is unable to over- 
come the script which sags in a num- 
ber of spots. Little Miss Quigley and 
youngster Raymond Severn catch at- 
tention throughout with fine per- 
formances that provide many light 
moments. 


in the halls and playing | 
fold a | 


Adequate support is pro- | 


through series of theatrica] adven- 
tures, until the girl and boy are 
naturally kidnapped by the nazi 
chief after Miss Bruce outtalks the 
spy. Pair get loose to break up pe 
joint and save the situation. Script 
gives her several interludes to talk 
offstage about the strange happen- 
ings she experienced, 


action, mixture fails to jell. 


for the original screenplay and di- 
rection, is static in bech departments. 





capped in the leads by poor mate- 
rial, while Mather, Sheila Ryan vid 
Ralph Byrd are most prominent in 
support. Walt. 


} 

HIGHWAYS BY NIGHT 
Hollywood, Aug. 6. 
RKO production and release. leature 
[Richard Cnorlson, Jane Randolph, Jame 
Darwell, Berton MacLane, Directed by Peter 
Godfrey. Screenplay by Linn Root and 


Frank Fenton, from stovy by Clarence Bud- 





ington Kelland: «eamera, Robert de Grosse; 
} editor, Harry Marker; aset. director, James 
| Anderson, Tradeshown in L. A. Aug. 6, 


~ ''4 Running time, G2 MINS. 

vided by Edmund Gwenn, Eton pro- baie aur tidal: ee 
fessor, Hunter, Miss Linden, step- | Peggy yg: CL Veer Jane Randolph 
brother Freddie Bartholomew (upper |Grandma................-..-.. Jane Darwell 
classman who refuses to intercede |!.co Bronson.......-.- Barton Maclaw 
when Rooney is punished for school bs, ee vo Ray ollins 
violations), Peter Lawford, dispenseY | piyjen cromwell...... ...eRenee Haal 
of grief for Mickey at school, and | suakins. ee “Georme Cleveiand 
Tina Thayer, who’s overplayed as a | Resrie. ... TR Pa Marten ha me nt 
WV ite wv: }Johnny Liehber.........6..-+++-dnek La Rue 
vee amp. : |}Duke Wellington.............John Maguire 

Norman Taurog does the best he | Weatbeaok....+. Ar sekiraans fy og 
can with directing from the inade- | capt. James..... 1 OE: Clift Clark 
quate script and story material pro- |Gabby......-.......6550-ee seer eens Paul Fix 


vided. Production mounting and 
scenes of the Eton school st - 
alt. 


Berlin Correspondent 


20th-Fox release of Bryan Foy production, | 


Dana Andrews. 

Screenplay. 
eamera, Virgil 
Tradestiown in 
Running time, 


Features Virginia Gilmore. 
Directed by Kugene Forde. 
Steve Fisher, Jack Andrews; 
Miller; editor, Fred Allen. 
New York, Aug. 12, ‘42. 
70 MINS. 


Karen Hauen Virginia Gilmore 
Kill Roberts....... . .Danea Andrews 
Se See errors | 


Maris 
Martin Koslec\ 





geees Sig Rumann 

ocebéboetbeovds Kurt Kateh 

Erwin Kalser 

Manager. : Torben Meyr 
(jruber. eee William Edmunds 
diunthe inners Hans Schumre 
Mnglish Prisover......- Leonard Mudir 
CN ee Han Von Morhart 
Doctor COeacccesocceres Curt Furberg 
Tilet oeecoesscees Henry Rowland 
Prisoner......<- Christian ub! 


Fairly satisfactory espionage mel- 
ler will serve okay in the duals. Its 
title is commercial, too. 

Yarn is in a Berlin setting, revolv- 
ing about an American radio news 
broadcaster in Germany 
Harbor. 


characterizations are heavily over- 
drawn and the sequences where 


Dana Andrews, as the U. S. commen- | 


tator, impersonates high ranking Nazi 
military officers with searcely any 
change in makeup or voice are hard- 
ly convincing. 

Director Eugene Forde has, how- 
ever, managed to partially circum- 
vent stilted scripting and obvious 
situations by injecting suspense and 
action tootage. 

Story has Andrews getting secret 
and highly important military in- 
formation out of the country, despite 
fact that his script is strictly censored 
and two Nazi officials stand guard 
“A 


tin Kosleck, 


spiel. Mai as the Gestapo 
chief, puts his betrothed. Virginia 
Gilmore, on Andrews’ trail. Girl 
succeeds not only in trapping the | 
newsman but also incriminates her 
own father, who has been working 
agamst the Nazis. She eventually 


turns against her father’s torment- 
tors, falls in love with Andrews. and 
escapes with him by a plane from 
Germany. This situation is one of the 
film’s more far-fetched. 

Camera work on Andrews and 
Miss Gilmore is spotty, with need for 
more careful approach, especially on 


the femme. indicated. Standouts in 
subordinate roles are Sig Rumann. 
Erwin Kalser, Mona Maris. and 
Kosleck. Mori 


Careful, Soft Shoulders 


pre-Pear! | 
Cast is generally good. But | 


This is a lower budget program 
meller designed to fill out releasing 
requirements, and will hit that niche 
as filler fodder in the secondary 
duals. 

It’s an unimpressive offering of the 
familiar tale of a young millionaire 
who is forced out into the world to 
rub elbows with the common man— 
land ends up falling in love with the 
‘poor but honest mad. Only switch 
‘from the stereotyped formula is in- 
tjection of truck racketeering in at- 
itempt to generate added melodra- 
matics, and boy's drafting of legal 
lresources to round up the mobsters. 





Miss Bruce and Ellison are handi- | 


Oliver H. P. Garrett, responsible | 


j 


splicing her | 
comments in between the dramatic 


them. ‘1 Surrender, Dear,’ ‘We Did 
It Before and We Can Do It Again’ 
and ‘When Johnny Comes Marching 
Home’ have been around for some 
time. The other, ‘All Over the Place’ 
is a newcomer that will do once the 
pluggers get to work. Fran. 


Just Off | Broadway 


(ONE SONG) 





Hollywood, Aug. 10. 


Nhh-lFox release of Sol M Wurtzel pro 
rluetion, Features Lileyd Nolan, Marjorie 
Wenver. Directed by Herbert I Leeds 

| Screenplay by Arnaud d'U> u, based on 
an idea by Joe Wisinger. Camera, Lucian 
N. Andriet; editer, Louis Loeffler Trade 


shown in L. A., Aug. 10, °#2. Running | 
|} time, 66 MINS, 

Michael Shayne lloyd Nolan 

fudy ‘Taylor. .Marjorie Weaver 
LS ee eer -Phil Silvers 
ye OS Ferree Janis Carter 
Sy Bic a wr nv oo ce cenene ..-Riehard Derr 

Kita Darling... oo sesbade Joan Valerie 
(leorge Dolphin............+-. Don Cost: le 
Sperry.. drwinetoegeceapane Chester Clute 
, Armo.. e oes eemeeene lrrane Pierlot 
|} District Attormey... ..dirant Richards 
Se ee eee ....- Cleorge Carleton 
Count Tetmachio Alexander Lockwood 
| Watehman .... Willian Haade 
}Pratler is wis aes Leyland Hodgson 
Stuge Doorman........ ..Osear O'Shea 





| 
| 





Another in Michael Shayne series. 
This one is compact whodunit which 
will rate attention for dual support 
bookings in the regular runs. 

Scripter d’Usseau and Director 
Herbert Leeds combined their re- 
spective talents to put zest and ex- 
citement into the picture, with Lloyd 


Nolan catching attention via _ his 
strong portrayal in the lead _ spot. 


Private investigator Nolan this time 
is sitting on the jury in a murder 
trial when he discovers wide dis- 
crepancies in testimony plus a court- 
room murder and decides to do some 
gumshoeing on his own. Ducking 


| sheriff guards at jurors’ hotel, Nolan 
| bumps into girl friend reporter, Mar- 


jorie Weaver, and pair start on night 
whirl that goes all over town, but 


| finally comes up with a solution to 


| shapes as 
; Shayne series. 
‘cellent 


{Romance is conveniently set up, and ' 


obvious all along the route. Script 
jis unimaginative and lacking im 
freshness; while direction is static. 
Richard Carlson has the lead 
the young millionaire, 
Randolph in as the girl. Both could 
show to better advantage with more 
suitable material. Jane Darwell, Bar- 
ton MacLane and Gordon Jones pro- 
vide major support. Wait. 


as 


|} moments 


with Jane! 


what winds up as three murders 
before court convenes the next morn- 
ing. 

Maze of clues, suspects and meller 
proceedings generally maintain solid 
pace for all audiences, and picture 
one of topliners of 
Nolan’ provides ex- 
characterization continuing 
as Shayne, with Miss Weaver dis- 
playing plenty of pep as the girl 
newshound. Phil Silvers adds comedy 
as photographer, aioi.. 
with Chester Clute, character juror 
with sneer proclivities. Joan Valerie 
sings one torchy song. ‘Let’s Forget 
It,” in nightspot seaucnce. Walt. 


TIMBER 


Hollywood, Aug. 8. 


the | 


THE CYCLONE KID 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
duction. Stars Don ‘Red’ Barry; features 
Lynn Merrick, John James. Directed by 
j(ieorge Sherman, Screenplay, Richard Mur- 
lphy; camera, Bud Thackery; editer, Ed- 
jward Schroeder Reviewed at the New} 
York, N. Y., dual, Aug. 5, ‘42. Running 
time, 55 MINS. 
iJobnny Dawson.......... Deon ‘Red’ Barry 
Dr. Dawsen......ce+ Sesseoce John James } 
Mary WVhillipe... othe sets ' 
} Rig Jim Johnson.......... \lex Callam 
Judge WVhillips....... Joel Friedkin | 
} op Smith Lloyd ‘Siim’ Andrews 
PRRAMMAM. .s. cecsccese Rex Lease | 
AD. 5 + 6s w'seoeneeesesess ie Joe MeGuinn | 
Sheriff coceees Monte Montague 
'The Marshal Frank La Rue | 

} e | 

Conventional western, with cut- 
iand-dried plot structure, will get by 
lin the usual dual situations. Don | 
| Barry, in the top assignment as the 


ltrigger man for a mob of outlaws, 
registers favorably in several fast 
action sequences. 

Yarn revolves about a battle be- 
tween homesteaders and a cattleman 
who tries to drive them off the land. 
John James plays the part of the 
young medico who tries to rouse the 
peaceful citizens against tyranny and 
finds himself arraigned against Barry, 
the brother who sent him through 
school. Barry finally goes over to 
the side of the law and order, nar- 
rowly escaping lynching. 

Camera work standard. 


DOWN TEXAS WAY 


Monogram relaase ef Scott R. Dunlap pro- 


Mori. 


duction. Features Buck Jones, Tim MeCoy, 
Raymond Hatton, ‘Silver.’ Directed by 
Howard Bretherton: screenplay, Jess Rew- 


ers; camera, Harry Neumann; editor, Cari 





i|Jones and Raymond Hatton in the 
jlead roles. The “Three Musketeers’ 
jtheme, as handled in westerns, is 
measured for maximum resu!ts in 
these Monogram productions. Credit 
ifor the generally smooth and effec- 


tive presentation of the commonplace | 


|formula is, Of course, largely due to 
the vets in the top acting assign- 
ments. : 

} Perennial juveniles Jones and Mc- 
Coy. with Hatton in serio-comic vein, 
,as the three U. S. marshals who con- 
vene for periodical get-togethers. 
imake the yarn exciting for habitual 


Pierson. Reviewed at the New York, N.Y., 
dual, Aug. 5, '42. Running time, 55 MINS. 
A er ae ..Buck Jones 
Tea Ks obewesw a case sess ... Tim MeCoy 
Gs 6we csedseekeone eseve Raymond Hatton 
BEN i bog d6acd Seeuedceses -....DLuana Walters 
ERR cn ads b0e ct ndens otedestns's Dave O'Brien 
a A é-a0ewessuue Rv Himself 
DAG as ccgaccisccvcatovevoves Glenn Strange 
Baer. «.ccce error ttre tee Lois Anstin 
BR aod oveevesé 60dé66060060000+RREee Tee 
NL... & o's bd a4 09 SE Sah ena eis Tom Londen 
«TUE ae ....Kansas Moeehring 
ee C's o's kn te tha Sean eea ..Jdack Daley 
Another dandy episode in the 
series of ‘Rough Riders’ sagebrush 
mellers, with Tim McCoy, Buck 





;Sstancable fashion. 











This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Mr. Blabbermeuth’ (John Nesbitt 
war short, Metro, 19 mins.)—First of 
five short subjects which Metro jis 








‘Lynn Merrick Making at the instance of th: Goy- 


ernment, this is a highly intelligent 
ar :wer to intentional belittlers and 
just loud-mouthed, silly, rumor- 
spreaders oh the home front. It’s the 
type of near-propaganda film that 
measures up to the highest sort of 
propaganda interpretation because 
telling the tiuth in simple, under- 
Done in John 
Nesbitt’s typical, direct fashion, the 


,Sbject should register solidly with 


average audiences while putting 
across the idea that vapid chatter 
building up the enemy’s supposed 
greatness not only is uncalled for 
but a highly dangerous habit in war- 
time. 

Nesbitt punctuates his expose of 
lying home rumor-mongers' with 
authentic statistics to prove them as 
just unadulterated liars. He focuses 
his camera on a typical ‘Mr. Blabber- 
mouth,’ the individual in all walks 
of life (he’s pictured first as a rich 
man in a barber shop, then a man 
on the street, a day laborer and as a 
waiter) who is always moaning 
about U. S. military weaknesses, pre- 
dicting dire results from the mighty 
enemy hordes. Later, he dolls him 
up as a femme in a beauty shop, stil! 
dissemanating his poison over the 
home front. 

The first argument, aired by the 
Blabbermouth character, is the one 
about most of the U. S. fleet being 
lost at Pearl Harbor. This, Mr. Nes- 
bitt, takes apart with factual data 


Curreat Short Releases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 











(Compiled by Besa Short) 

‘Men of the Fieet’ (RKO, 17 
mins.). March of Time. 

‘Mr. Blabbermeuth’ (M-G,. 19 
mins., reviewed in current issue). 
John Nesbitt Government - in- 
spired short showing danger of 
rumor-spreading on home-front. 

‘Pheoney Cronies’ ‘Col. 16 
mins.). El Brendel-Tom Ken- 
nedy comedy. 

‘You’re a Sap, Mr. Jap’ ‘Par. 
7 mins. ). Popeye cartoon 
comedy. 

‘Glen Gray and Casa Lema 








Universal release of Ben Pivar produe- | Orchestra’ (WB, 9 mins.). Band 

‘ion. Stars Leo Carrillo, Andy Devine, Dan |horse-opera followers. “a 
| Sweetheart of the Fleet Dailey, Jr.: features Marjorie Lord, Ku- Far-fetched plot has Hatton framed musical. 
| (WITH SONGS) mund MacDonakl, Wade Boteler, Nester |for the killing of his best friend, a — 

Colunbia release of Jack Fier production. | £2'¥4 Directed = by Christy = Cabanne. | Vealthy small-town banker and in- | 

Poatures Joan Davi ed Palkenbure, (atreeuplay by Griffin Jay: original stery by | ny : é ; pedi 
F ae a 1 moe sien. os ‘ Dis Ure. borry Rhine and Hen Chapman; camera, |dustrialist. Mobsters try to ring in |} and seenes of the fleet still in action 
Joe ood hwury irene obing irecied | ‘ — . . ee . i . > < eo” 

a ap oe in oR dbo; a ee } Jack MeKenzie ; editor, Otto Ludwig. Pre- ja phoney wife with object of buying | on several fronts. Then, there's the 
Duffy and Maurice Tombragel trom Al- Mg Ee mati projection room, Aug. 7, jinto the town. McCoy and Jones ar- | one about America losing sources of 
} + a , : > +. nning ime, & NS, = . . " > P ; ¢ . 2 
eae Dufty etiginal; additional dialog, Ned | Qocnec.. = Leo Carrillo |Tive in time to save Hatton from a = supply, ammunition and rubber 
Stee Teeth eek eet ee, eons | Aftaona \ndy Devine jlynching and round up the outlaws. | through Jap conquest. This likewise 
smichared ntl; asst. « ectoul 1eore R i | * “yer _ . - , rhe ~ 
Sicelaak diccctet, MM. GF. Gtatadt BA Panes TMMENB sos. aseceeses Dan Dailey, Jr.) Plenty of shootin’, ridin’ and fight- | 'S disproved by what the U. S. now 
mount, Brooklyn, N. Y. eck Aug, 6 ‘42, | Yvette Lacour....... ¢ Marjorie Lord | jn? Mori. is doing. ; 

Running time, 65 MINS ‘ eee DAISEP. ¢xesoe + - SO Sate nald | cmpiies The oldie that the Axis cannot be 

“ . : *rowle le totele . 

Phoebe Weyims. . ian Dave |S eee °*°e* octane Palen conquered because their troops have 
Jerry Gilbert............. linx Malkenburg ne eres Se PRESTO e oh tt ak ican A trained for years while ‘we are ; 
=? oe ow Pam PePNels sc ccccacesesvess Paul Burns Or years W we are a 
hg sal ete ada eE eo Bhi wns 9 Eh + RR lames Seay | Fantasmas En Buenos peace-loving people and untrained 
Cobina ide 7 ata "Kivin Allman |2"" Barrows....... Tean Phillips | Aires ,hext is exposed. Nesbitt points to 
}4.t. Philip Bain .. William Wright | BY Cormack ae oo |} what the unarmed Chinese have 

: ; malt 7 ’ ' at . . * , . 
| Ensign George Landers Robert Stevens | , (‘Ghests in Buenos Aires’) | been able to do after warding off the 
(orden Crouse Tim Evan ! oe = ¥ a, _ 2 . 
TA ees has caste adidaadieiasesdiiann tatetatioreiathes odie ttliers ooa<thees ses atiien Dnata nite nt iia i Ae Ee eatin aeennmetiienel 
Ditty Dill Walter Sande | ty - : Buenos Aires. July 26 been accomplished by Russia, rate 
Chumley ttt" Dek Kilietre Outdoor melodramatics that will pro- : _ BUCNOS ATES, JULY <0. a military pushover by some pes- 
} © , aur ove ; . pas - . ; c ventina Sone lio remulune on 1 re ° A 
| Comma nee Hawes.....Cbharles Tro bride vide fast and logical action entertain- |, ' ~ a “ah rs rere ~. Yutty | Simists prior to what they did to the 
i buys Tom Or hele ° P "a e ; - * } Nazi as M4 p 
> ment as program supporter m the Morene, Carlos Lagre Enrique Gare Nazis last winter, . 
, ras ; . ; tur, Jnlio Renate, Ramon Garay, Moria| Nesbitt points up the fi@th column 

| This is one of those sleepers that family and nabe houses. Picture dis- | Msiher Ruschiazzo, Jose A. Puonessa, Casi- | activity in the U. S. as being well 
oh af | once I a while pop out of plays the adventures of Leo Carrillo. rs - hss Oa ‘ egy Mg A cape 7 curbed by the FBI. and how people 
ithe ‘ro rT: z .e ctre * - ; : merien arte : : ° a Me; os, d s ae : ar . ‘ : 
he -nl — P. ith marquee strength | 4 nay Devine and Dan Dailey, Jr., as Menasche and FE. 8. Discepoio; adapted by |should be on guard against falling 
) Sweetheart of the Fleet’ would rate atta Ud uepieidaad ‘ieolas Proserpio. Directed by Enrique 8, | for the German undermining methods 
an A label; without it ‘Sweetheart’ is continuation of series that previously | pjccepots Reviewed at the Broadway, which contributed heavily to the 
a good comedy with familiar music had Dick Foran as the straight lead. | Buenos Aires. Running time, 89 MINS. | downfall of many European coun- 
[that should please the paying cus- 
| tomers and get top billing on the 
| duals, 
|} The story, which contains good 


lcomedy situations, has Joan Davis as 
isecretary and publicist for Tim 
}Ryan’s ad agency whose ace client 


sponsors ‘A Blind Date With Ro- 
mance’ program. Brenda & Cobina 
are show’s singers whom no one has 
seen work because they're so ugh 
Miss Davis sets a publicity stunt 


which would unmask the ‘Blind Date’ 


2th © * A beagee ce ae aug. ig gals at a USO rally for the Navy 
resco production, Features \ truce. | When she learns why the girls sing 
. — EI ~ * 1 ‘ nal }im the dark p.a. gets Jinx Falkenburg 
, ae on | ; a be and Joan Woodbury, a couple of 
glo. Tradeshown in 1. A. Aug. 10. ‘te models, to front for Benda & Cobina 
Running time, 370 MINS The idea is to have the models fake 
——. — rs -.+.+-. Virginia Truce |the singing routine while B&C do the 
ea Prscer : Seaght reeked < aanae pert actual piping off-stage. B&C agree 
Asien Mathes.......).* Sheila. ity, |e bury their professional pride if 
Klliott Salmon......seeee. ‘Ralph Ryra | they are supplied with a couple of 
Beant ila snts ees ctl teiaes Lee dee Eee 
Mr, Aldrich Wititam B. Davidson |G&eds to thicken. For a finish Brenda 
Mrs. I[pewich _.....Dale Winier & Cobina elope with their sailors 


This is a thin and fragile attempt 
to generate some interest in spies 
and counter-espionage in Washing- 
ton, but goes around ’in circles to 
wind up as minor league film fodder 
for filler datings in the duals. 
Virginia Bruce, daughter of a for- 
mer senator, hangs around the Wash- 
ington social and political fringes, 
getting coin from a dress shop for 
wearing their models to attract pros- 
pective customers. When war hits. 
she’s approached by Aubrey Mather, 
German agent posing to her as an 
American counter-espionage official, 
to get secret Naval plans through 


James Ellison, playboy son of a ci- | 


vilian official. Phe yarn pilots her 


Ca Sa A I 


just before the benefit and are lo- 
cated in nick of time to save the show 
by singing over a local radio station 
with the theatre picking up the 
broadcast and feeding the house pub- 
lic address system while Miss Fal- 
kenburg and Miss Woodbury fake it 
out front. 


* r+ ; ; 
Joan Davis and Tim Ryan make a | 


smooth working comedy combe that 
shouid he preserved. Misses Falken- 
burg and Joan Woodbury deliver 
nicely with lines, looks and.- some 


song and dance in the finale. Brenda | 
'& Cobina garner solid laughs with | 


their faces and voices, and surprise 
with their vocals. 

All the songs are pops that slide 
neatly into the picture. Three of 


Projected against a lumber 


background, 
interest through 
saboteurs to slow up productivity of 
the enterprise and stall war produc- 
tion. Carrillo is mill boss, with De- 
vine in charge of the woods crews. 
Strange accidents have workers ready 
to quit, when Dailey arrives as un- 
dercover agent for the Forestry Serv- 
ice. The saboteur gang concentrate 
on wrecking timber trucks traveling 


story venerates topical 


efforts of enemy 


down the mountainside. but are 
finally uncovered through efforts of 
Dailey. 


Dailey provides a good two-fisted 
characterization as the straight lead, 
getting prominent assistance from 
Carrillo and Devine. Marjorie Lord 
does well with the romantic inter- 
est, while well-rounded support is 
provided by Edmund MacDonald, 
Wade Boieler, Nestor Paiva and Paul 
Burns, 

Script is crisp throughout. and con- 
cenirates on straight-line exposition 
\of the meller aspects. Christy Ca- 
{banne’s direction unwinds at a fast 
and consistent pace, while exterior 
\backgrounds of the timber country 
add production values to this mod- 
erate budgeter. Walt. 





DONLEVY BACK TO PAR 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Brian Donlevy goes back to Par- 
jamount on a one-picture commit- 
ment for a featured spot in “The 
{Storm,’ current best-seller novel by 
|George R. Stewart. 

Jules Furthman is preparing the 
Script. 


camp | 





With advance interest high and a 
story that should have been worth 
‘more, ‘Fantasmas en Buenos Aires’ 
(‘Ghosts in Buenos Aires’), comic 
Pepe Arias’ latest for Sono Film. 
turns out to be disappointing. It’s so 


weak. in fact, that trade reports are 


that it caused a break between Arias. | 


one of Latin America’s top stars, and 
Sono Film, the comic having taken 
ads in a number of metropolitan 
dailies to explain his differences of 
opinion with the producer. Humor 
just doesn’t measure up to the usual 


Arias standards, and the story as di- ! 


rected by Enrique S. Discepolo, who 
was also one of the trio writers 
responsible, never seems to get going. 

Yarn is based on a tale which was 
widespread here a year ago. Story 
'deals with a beautiful gal who was 
;seen alone at a local nitery. A man- 
labout-town finally got to meet her. 
;went to her table and during the 
course of the conversation that fol- 
lowed soiled her dress with a bottle 
of red wine. Later he took her to 
ther home near the famed Recoleta 
|cemetery. 
|to the yarn, he returned, inquired for 
her and was told that she had died 
two years before and that his story 
| of meeting her was a fantasy. Her 
jgrave was supposedly then opened 


of 


and on her dress was found a fresh | 


stain. 
Film makes Arias a bank clerk and 
'the gal a stooge for a bunch of coun- 


| terfeiters. 


The next day, according | 


' 
} 


; Gang dog trying to get 


| standable. 


' 


tries. The buildup about the ‘secret’ 
Nazi military weapon is also taken 
apart, with the forthright declaration 
that the U. S. always has been leader 
in all scientific developments and 
that no such secret weapon has been 
developed during the war to date. 
Final sequence shows Roosevelt 
speaking before Congress and pro- 
claiming his faith in ultimate victor) 

B. Wrangell gets credit for trim 
direction while uncredited editing 
contributes to superb all-round job. 


Nesbitt’s narration, of course, is up 
to his usual high standard. Film 
represents a ‘must’ on any shorts 
lineup. 

‘Rover’s Big Chance’ (Our Gang 
comedy, Metro, 11 mins.)—These 


comedies get sillier, and sillier. This 
reaches a new low even for juvenile 
consumption. About a new Our 
into the 
nm ovies, The dog is a first-rate 

‘Self Defense’ (Pete Smith 
cialty, Metro, 10 mins.)—Goes :; 
serious in describing how  self- 
defense is doubly important in war- 
time. Two experts execute series of 
trick holds and jui jitsu stunts good 
for overcoming plug uglies. Slow 
motion makes these tricks under- 
Nicely gagged with 
—" Rates high on the Smith 
ist. 

‘It’s a Dog’s Life’ (Pete Smith Spe- 


| cialty, Metro, 10 mins.) —Smith holds 


up different types of people, pro- 


When story gets around | pups, 


litter of 
viewpoint. 


spective purchasers of a 
from the pup’s 


that Arias has danced with a ghost,|Gives closeup of different sorts of 


! 


|he loses his job, but at the same time | masters the pups might land up with 
the president of the corporation, who | Lightly humorous with the famili»: 


is bugs on spiritualism, takes him up | human-interest touch Smith manag: 


as a personal pal. 
$ (Continued on page 22) 


There are plenty | to incorporate in such subjects. 
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Full UA Product Lineup Assured As 


Benny, Korda, Lesser Deals Signed 








Holiywood, Aug. 11. 


With Jack Benny last week join- 
ing United Artists as an independent 
producer, scheduled to produce two 
pictures a year for a six-year period, 
Sir Alexander Korda set to release 
Tolstoy's ‘War and Peace’ as. well as 
other pictures through the same 
distributor, Sol Lesser putting ‘Stage 
Door Canteen’ into preparation, 
and with several other releasing 
deals still to go, UA steamed ahead 
with an assured lineup of product 
delivery during the forthcoming 
season. 


Benny plans to produce “Porgy 
and Bess’ in Technicolor as his sec- 
ond picture during the first year. 

Rouben Mamoulian will direct and 
utilize as many as possible of the 
original cast of the stage play in 
the screen version, Mamoulian di- 
rected the stage production and 
plans are to have it go into produc- 
tion some time in March, following 
the start of Benny’s first starrer in 
January. 


For his first production under the 
UA banner Benny is negotiating 
with George S. Kaufman and Moss 
Hart to write an original screenplay 
for Ernst Lubitsch to direct. Un- 
der the terms of his deal with UA, 
Benny is to star in one picture an- 
nually and produce the other. 

Agent Arthur S. Lyons, who is in 
the Benny setup, signed contracts 
for the corporation with Ed Raftery 
and George Bagnall of UA, and Lloyd 
Wright was on hand as Benny’s per- 
sonal attorney. Plan is to make film 
in the $1,000,000. class, . with the 
Benny interests supplying their own 
finances. Lyons will meet with 
Raftery in New York this week to 
work on the banking end of the 
deal. Benny is to be executive pro- 
ducer of the setup. 

There are couple of deals still in 
abeyance for UA producer setups 
here. One is on the fire for Mur- 
ray Silverstone, former UA head, and 
Herman Gluckman to finance a unit 
to be headed by two director-pro- 
ducers and four writers, which has 
been in the talking stage for the 
past month. The other likely may 
bring Tay Garnett into the fold with 
his own unit. 

Raftery before leaving here stated 
that, with pictures delivered and to 
be delivered the first six to eight 
months of the UA new distribution 
season, outfit will have ample prod- 
uct and that later on there will be 
an avalanche of product coming 
from its producers here that will 
carry the company through the sea- 
son with a larger group of quality 
product than any season heretofore. 

Under Lesser’s agreement with the 
oo for 'C*s 
teen he wii turn over all pronts 
above production and distribution 
costs to that organization. Delmer 
Daves has been signed to write the 
screenplay. Lesser is now negotiat- 
ing for nine to 12 Broadway stage 
stars, in addition to several screen 
and radio names, to appear in the 
film. Music Corp. of America is sup- 
plying several top bands. 

‘Canteen’ takes care of the final 
Lesser commitment to UA which has 
been hanging fire since he moved to 
REO last year. 

Last Friday (7) it was announced 
that Grad Sears had closed a deal 
with Jules Levey to distribute Frank 
Buck’s South American jungle pic- 
ture, ‘Jacare.’ Levey (Mayfair Pro- 
ductions) previously bought into the 
picture which Jeffrey Bernerd origi- 
nally promoted. 

Newest version of the Tolstoy’s 
*War and Peace’ which Korda is to 
produce, was written by I. Sudakow, 
director of the Malik Theatre Group 
of Moscow and performed in the 
Soviet capital. Negotiations were 
concluded in New York by Helen 
Black, representing the Press and 
Publishers’ Literary Group of Mos- 
cow. No decision has yet been an- 
nounced whether Korda will pro- 
duce the picture in Hollywood or in 
Enzland. 

In addition to the Frank Buck 
pic-ure, which UA plans to release in 
October, another early fall release 
will be ‘One of Our Aircraft Is 
Missing,’ British-made film bought 
by Korda for UA release in Amer- 
Ca. 

One merchandising plan now un- 
der consideration for ‘Aircraft’ is to 
open in five or six out-of-town key 
situations prior “to the Broadway 
showing, although there is a possi- 
bility it will open at the Rivoli, New 
York, at the same time. 

Korda bought American rights to 
‘The Thirteen,’ an Artkino pic that 


That ‘Something’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
There is shouting of an un- 





musical film. Around the cor- 
ner from the Columbia lot Earl 
Carroll is shouting that he used 
the title for a revue in his play- 
house-restaurant a year ago and 
is figuring on using it for a tab 
show on the road. 

Thus far there is no echo from 
the Columbia execs, who have 
not even whispered a reply. 


AGNEW CHAIRMANS 
AMBULANCE DRIVE 


American Field Service launches 
a campaign in the film industry for 
ambulance equipment next Saturday 
(15). Drive continues a whole month. 
Neil Agnew, named industry chair- 
man for the drive, is seeking more 
than $500,000 or a sufficient amount 
to cover the over-all cost of 250 am- 
bulances. 

Exhibitor and_ distributor co- 
chairmen in 31 exchange cities will 
be given a quota of ambulances to 
raise, predicated on the population 
in the territory served by the ex- 
change center. 

Agnew’s advisory committee is 
headed by Herman Robbins, chair- 
man. Its members are Tom Con- 
nors, Ned Depinet, J. R. Grainger, 
Ben Kalmenson, Abe Montague, Bill 
er Bill Scully, Grad Sears, and 
A. P. Waxman as vice-chairman and 
director of campaign. The exhibit- 
ors’ committee is headed by Gus S. 
Eyssell. 

The executive committee has L. E. 
Thompson as chairman and M. F. 
Gowthorpe as treasurer. Its mem- 
bers include William C. Gehring, 
Harry M. Kalmine, Charles M. Rea- 
gan, George P. Skouras, J. R. Vogel 
and A. P. Waxman. 




















N.Q.’s Marked Amus. Tax 


New Orleans, Aug. 11. 
This city’s amusement tax collec- 
tions hit a new high durinig the first 
six months of the war, city officials 
announced recently. The jump was 
credited to wartime increases in 


Increase Reflects B.O. | 











Film Reviews 


Continued from page 20 





Fantasmas En Buenos 
Aires 





of complications, with the crooks be- 
ing finally rounded up by the cops. 
There is little of the typical Arias 
humor and the film is more often 
draggy than fast. Zully Moreno, in 
the chief supporting role, is fair, but 


friendly sort over the title, ‘ ~ 
: : ; none of the rest of the cast shows 
Something to Shout About, anything special. Photography by 
adopted by Columbia as a mar- Antonio Merayo is so-so, Ray. 
quee name for a forthceming acthinnnadiianiaie 


BOMBS OVER BURMA 


Producers Releasing Corp. 
fred Stern-Arthur 


release of Al- 
Alexander production. 
Features Anna May Wong, Noel Madison; 
Leslie Denison, Nedrick Young, Dan Sey- 
mour, Frank Lackteen, Judith Gibson. Di- 


rected by Joseph H. Lewis. Story, Milton 
Raison; adaptation, Raison and Joseph H. 
Lewis; editor, Charles Henkel, Jr.; photog- 


raphy, Robert Cline. At 
week Aue. 8, ‘42. Running time, 67 MINS, 
Ry WON in 6ontdsacdeeeese Anna May Wong 
DONEOE cad ncuacss 6s 0eeneeeecs Noel Madison 
Sir Roger Howe.... -+.. Leslie Denison 
Slim Jenkins.... ..-Nedrick Young 


Central, dual, 








Pete Braganza.. -++»-Dan Seymour 
BERIRAIM .. oc esvcececce ...Frank Lackteen 
SB eae eee Judith Gibson 





This is a warfront prograrnmer of 
very minor grade, only value of 
which, whatever that may be, being 
in its title. Cast means little. A 
minor item for cutrate rentals. 

The production job, by Alfred 
Stern and Arthur Alexander, is a 
particularly sloppy one, while the 
direction of Joseph H. Lewis, who 
also helped adapt the trite story, is 
jumpy and forced. Dialog is not only 
very commonplace but at some points 
poorly recorded. 

Story deals with intelligence work 
on the part of Chinese in connection 
with convoying on the Burma road 
as well as with enemy spies, notably 
a German who poses as a titled Eng- 
lishman. The scene leading up to 
jhis killing by Chinese workmen 
along the Burma highway is about 


the last word in strained suspense. 
Anna May Wong, a schoolteacher 
who is pressed into service for the 
Chinese government, rises way above 
the importance of her part and the 
thin plot. Noel Madison, who has 
played many villain assignments, is 
in China’s war service posing as a 
priest. Nedrick Young plays a bus- 
driver, doing fairly well, while 
others are Leslie Denison, the Ger- 
man spy, and various lessers, includ- 
ing Dan Seymour and Judith Gibson. 
Last-mentioned doesn’t have enough 
to say to fill a piece of paper off a 
scratch pad. Char. 


Secuestro Sensacional 
(‘Sensational Kidnapping’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 

Buenos Aires, July 28. 






fait P E. F. A. production and release. Stars 
salaries and in the number of per- | nuis Sandrini; features Nelly Hering, Eisa 
sons employed, attempts of the pub- | O'Connor, Rafael Frontaura, Marcelo Rug- 
: re a sero, Osvaldo Miranda, Francisco Donadio, 
ite $0 forget he war through age Lucia Barouse, Maria Luisa Notar, Alberto 
ee ‘. (8 Ene, ve eld 
entertainment. and Ceila  fouesta. piuly, Vieotivue xa, 
. Gr ’ Adapted and directed b Lui 

The result, they point out, has been| Bayon Herrers. , 


in the nature of a windfall for the 
city welfare fund, which receives the 
taxes. 





Attendance at various taxed amuse- 
ments shown through the tax collec- 
tions was greater than the first six 
months of this year than in the same 
period of 1941, despite discontinuance 
of the Mardi Gras and the ‘Night of 
New Orleans,’ and a sharp reduction 
in the number of conventions held 
here. 

Collections for the first half of 1941 


36.9% greater than in July, 1941, and 
in June the collections were 13.2% 
greater than last year. 


Zero Meets the Lady 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Zero Mostel, nitery and radio 
comic, checks in from New York 
Aug. 20 to make his film debut in 
Metro’s high-budget musical, ‘Du- 
Barry Was a Lady.’ 
Roy, Del Ruth, recently appointed 








who plays the femme lead. 





was released about five years ago. 
Film is by way of being a Soviet 
‘Lost Patrol’ in that a group of Red 
Army people are trapped in the des- 
ert, etc. 

Charles R. Rogers has signed Den- 
nis Day for the male iead in ‘Powers 
Girls, for United Artists release. 
Norman MacLeod is directing, others 
in picture including Priscilla Lane, 
Carole Landis, George Murphy and 
| Benny Goodman band. 





were $139,763.19; in the first half of 
1942, $147,687.48, an increase of 5.7%. 
Last month alone the taxes were 


director, is lining up 26 showgirls 
as a background for Lucille Ball 





Obviously made for the general 
taste, ‘Secuestro Sensacional’ (‘Sen- 
sational Kidnapping’), comic Luis 
Sandrini’s latest for E.F.A., is a fast- 
moving, well-handled comedy, weak 
in spots but generally likely to be an 
excellent grosser throughout Latin 
America. It is essentially a cops and 
irobbers piece, although the underly- 
ing yarn, involving a father, his 
daughter, her fiance and a secretary, 
gives relief from the straight narra- 
tive. Pic also serves to introduce 
Nelly Hering, a 15-year-old starlet 
who shows plenty of talent, though 
not possessing the looks which would 
push her into the top ranks. 

Yare tells about a young girl whose 
pop is about to get married to a 
teacher. She suspects a kidnapping 
which, it develops, is really a plot by 
her father’s sweetie and a secretary; 





finally proves it after plenty of 
chasing. 
Sandrini gives an excellent per- 


far more human under the strong di- 
rection of Luis Bayon Herrera. Cam- 
era should have been used to make 
the film move better, and other play- 
ers, especially Elsa O’Connor and 
Rafael Frontaura, have not been 
taken advantage of. The cutting is 
good and shows plenty of Hollywood 
effect, the screaming siren, motor- 
cycle cops and so on being patterned 
on the Hollywood model more than 
the local. Ray. 


Not Filling O’Keefe’s Job 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
There will be no successor to the 








formance, being far less hammy and | 


late James O'Keefe, who functioned 
for years as business manager of the 





| 


music department at 20th-Fox. 
Work of that department is being 
consolidated with the music casting 
section, headed by Frank Tresselt, 
who has been on the iot for 10 years. 


I 
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New Coast Dimout Order Not 
Expected to Darken Theatre B.0,s 














Picture Grosse 


LOUISVILLE 


Still in the groove and indi- 
$9,000. Last week terrific 


Strand (Fourin Avenue) (3,400; 
15-30-40) —‘A-Haunting Go’ (20th) 
and ‘Panther’s Claw’ (PRC). Good 
$4,000. Last week ‘Old California’ 
(Rep) and ‘Moonlight Masquerade’ 
(Rep), okay $3,000. 


FEMS GO FOR GEHRIG, - 
$18,000 2D WK., IN D.C. 


» Washington, Aug. 11. 

Only one new feature in the down- 
town, first-run area and the Capitol 
theatre, with light screen fare but a 
good stage show, will benefit from 
this epidemic of holdovers. 

‘This Above All,’ ‘Gay Sisters” and 
‘Pride of the Yankees’ are the re- 
peats, with the latter baseball pic- 
ture headed for a torrid second week, 
indicating a month’s stay at Keith’s. 
Patronage for the Gehrig biography 
is heavily femme, who give it good 
word-of-mouth on the romantic 
angle. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Blue Horizon’ (Par) with vaude 
headed by Mitzi Green anc Hal Le- 
Roy. Red hot $25,000. Lust wee", 
‘Jackass Mail’ (M-G) with vauae 
headed by Martha Raye, built to blis- 
tering $26,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 29-44)— 
‘Maisie Gets Man’ (M-G). Wil! nab 
satisfactory $5,500. Last week, ‘Take 
Letter’ (Par), swell $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB) and vaude headed 
by Stubby Kaye (2d wk). Reached 
sizzling $23,000 on first seven days, 
and good $18,000 indicated for second 
stanza. 

Keith’s 





wk). 
cates 








(RKO) (1.830; 40-55-75)— 


‘Pride of Yankees’ (RKO) (2d wk). On 


second seven days will attain gigantic 
$18,000. Opening eight days, includ- 
ing reserved seat premiere, brought 
whopping $22,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
‘All Kissed Bride’ (Col). Nifty $7,- 
000. Last week, ‘Wings for Eagle’ 
(WB), holdover, okay $5,300. 

Palace (Loew) 2,242; 28-55)—‘This 
Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). Looks 
like good $11,000 for third stanza, 
following $23,000 opener and $16,000 
second week. 


‘Gay Sisters’ Peppy 
$7,500 in Montreal 


Montreal, Aug.‘11. 

‘This Above All’ runs into a third 
9929 APES. Slate Dab 
sigut, Grace of Nola-vuvers at twuv 
other first-runs leaves Palace in top 
place, with ‘Gay Sisters’ pointing to 
handsome $7,500. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Gay Sisters’ (WB). Pointing to fine 
$7,500. Last week ‘Magnificent Am- 
bersons’ (RKO), fair $6,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Wings for Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Gangster’ (WB). Nice $5,500 in 
sight. Last week ‘Cardboard Lover’ 
(M-G) and ‘Pierre of Plains’ (M-G), 








good $5,500. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘This Above All’ (20th) (3d wk). 


Crisp $5,000 ahead, after smash $7,- 
000 for second stanza last week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-52 )— 
‘Big Shot’ (WB) and ‘Happened in 
Flatbush’ (WB) (2d wk). Pacing for 
good $3,500, after good $4,500 last 
week. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Winter Car- 
nival’ (UA) (2d wk). Fair $1,800 
probable, after better than expected 
$2,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500: 30- 
40 )—‘Nostalgie’ and ‘Maman Colibri.’ 
Good $3,500 currently. Last week 
‘Nuit de Feu’ and ‘L’Innocent,’ nice 
$3,200. ‘ 


Sue Roddy McDowall 
For $36,000 Commish 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Mother of Roddy McDowall, 12- 
year-old film actor, has been sued 
for $36,000 by the Agents Manage- 
ment Corp. Complaint charges that 
the seven-year representation con- 
tract, breached by Mrs. W. L. 
McDowall, will earn the moppet 
$360,000 during the term of the deal 
negotiated with 20th-Fox, which 
started at $250 weekly and reaches 
a peak of $1,500 weekly. 

Amount sought represents 10% of 
total earnings. 















Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Motion picture business and all its 
associated trades along the coast are 
taking the new Army dimout orders 
in stride and are helping out with 
the war effort as they have done 
since Dec. 7. The earlier order, in 
force since last December, dimmed 
the lights along the immediate coast 
where the beach cafes with their 
neon signs made a perfect back- 
ground for prowling submarines, 

Dimouts in those neighborhoods 
caused a few motor crashes and 
have, temporarily, slowed up the at- 
tendance at film theatres, but the 
general result has been a return of 
the citizenry to their old film house 
haunts. Picture addicts can find 
their way around to their neighbor- 
hood houses in the light of the moon 
and the stars, without benefit of 
street lights or marquees. 

The latest military dimout covers 
the whole Pacific Coast from the 
Canadian to the Mexican border and 
reaches 150 miles inland in some ter- 
rains, blighting out the neon signs of 
numerous towns which have grown 
rich on the trade of tourists from the 
east and ranchers from the nearby 
citrus groves and alfalfa and bean 
acres. 

Only thing that bothers exhibitors 
is getting a more definite interpreta- 
tion of the darkening rules. Most 
exhibs feel certain that marquee and 
outside lighting will be hit by the 
new ruling regardless of what de- 
, vices are employed to prevent light 
from casting an upward beam. Most 
of those affected feel that the rules 
gradually will adjust themselves 
after trial balloons are sent up to 
test the severity of army regulations 
;on what constitutes proper precau- 
tionary dimout. 

Among the exhibitors in Holly- 
wood and downtown Los Angeles 
| there is no fear of darkness at the 
| boxoffice. They have learned 
| through the earlier dimouts in the 
coastal areas that the first impact of 
a dimout keeps customers at home 
for the first night, after which they 
grow curious and prowl around the 
| neighborhood in the dimness, fetch- 
ing their wives and kids with them. 

Exhibitors in the new areas point 
out that theatres in the elder dimout 
zones, such as Santa Barbara, San 
Pedro, San Diego and other towns 
exposed to the open sea have actual- 
ly improved their business since the 
shushing of the bright lights. In 
some spots there were so many con- 
flicting signs that the prospective 
customers were confused. 

Theatre Defense Board has an- 
nounced that the 225 theatres under 
its control in the Los Angeles area 
have signified their willingness to 
douse the glims before the Army 


ardar 7g: into effect Aug AY Some 








;Of them have already dimmed their 
| lights to distract attention from their 
| lit-up neighbors. 

Night baseball is kicked back into 
| ‘ts natural sphere,: sunlight, by the 
|new military order. It affects not 
only the Pacific Coast league but the 
numerous softball organizations 
which have sprung up in opposition 
to the old hard ball game in the last 
few years. 

In production, the film studios are 
hit but not heavily by Lieut. Gen. 
DeWitt’s order. They cancelled 
night shooting on most of their 
scripts last winter and re-arranged 
most of their stories for filming by 
daylight or indoors. 20th-Fox is 
considering leasing ground outside 
| dimout area to use for night shoot- 
ing. Even then they'll run up 
| against the transportation problem, 
| no small headache in itself. 


| 


‘Wake Island’ Slated 
For Solo Sale by Par 


Screening ‘Wake Island’ today 
(Wednesday) for exhibitors, Para- 
mount plans selling picture individ- 
ually. Deal already closed on 
‘Wake’ spots it for a run at the 
Rivoli, N. Y¥., which is now closed. 
House is slated to reopen for the new 
season Sept. 3 with the Par film. 

New York date on ‘Wake’ will be 
pre-release since picture will not be 
available generally until late in Sep- 


tember. Sept. 18 will see ‘Wake’ pre- 
released in 25 other spots. 

Bob Gillham has set up plans for 
two special previews for marines at 
bases in Quantico, Va., and San 
Diego, to be held Aug. 24, No admis- 
sion will be charged. 
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THE PRIDE OF THE YANKEES 


a IS BATTING’ LIKE 


LOU GEHRIG 


AT THE 
NATION'S BOXOFFICES! 


“i & SAMUEL GOLDWYN 
IS HAPPY , 
TO REPORT: 100% 


NE WV YORK : Highest weekly grosses under any policy 
at New York’s House of Historic Hits! An endless 
climb at the Astor where it continues smashing 
its own all time‘record! 


WASHINGTON e New Year’s business in July and August! 


No ceilings in the nation’s capital on its biggest hit! 
3 . 


SALT LAKE CITY: Higher than Pike’s Peak for amaz-= 


ing house records! 


NE WW ORLEANS ¢ Our Southern cousins are bulging the 


Orpheum’s walls...t’s a new Louisiana Purchase! 





! 





























~arnerennnine rand with Pardo. able -enitesiasnt >. Ne TG 
overs are rolling in in waves...and second 
weeks are topping firsts!!! 


THE PRIDE OF THE YANKEES becomes the 
PRIDE OF THE NATION as the parade (already 


Kansas City, Buffalo, Boston, Des Moines, Cleveland, 
Omaha and others are wiring the news of their breath 
taking openings . . . ) gets under way. 








SAMUEL GOLDWYN presents 


GARY COOPER 
ee THE PRIDE OF THE YANKEES 


(THE LIFE OF LOU GEHRIG) 
Afi WOOD 
he TERESA WRIGHT + BABE RUTH * WALTER BRENNAN 


Original Story by Paul Gallico. 
VELOZ and YOLANDA + RAY NOBLE and his ORCHESTRA 
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New ODT Revisions, Thus Far, 
Give Film Carriers a Good Break 





> 


While there has been a series of | 
new Office of Defense Transporta- 
tion orders on trucking service, only 
the revised Order No. 3 applies to 
Film Carriers. This one makes de- 
liveries easier for the carrier people 
and exhibitors. And thus far, the 
ODT has shown no inclination to 
unjustly penalize the film business. 


This is best shown in the refusal of 
the ODT to reduce the total mileage 
requirements of trucks used in long- 
distance haulings. 

New No. 3 order of ODT regulates 
highway trucks used as common 
carrier between cities. Instead of a 
75° return load, this requirement 
has been lifted with stipulation that 
trucks may travel empty over a 
portion of the route. It also changes 
the 100 to 120% capacity on outgoing 
load to read simply that the trucks 
on such trips must have a full load 
over considerable part of route. This 
has nothing to do with city trucks, 
operating entirely within a specified 
city radius. Such city trucks must 
curb mileage by 25%. 

Another ODT order, No. 6, now 
reads that trucks which carry noth- 
ing but film on entirely city de- 
liveries are exempt. Also industry 
leaders have interpreted the mean- 
ing of ‘local carrier’ in ODT rulings, 
to prevent further confusion,’ as 
local firms operating entirely within 
the city limits of a community or a 
25-mile radius of said city. 

And the Film Carrier situation 
also has been clarified somewhat by 
Order No. 17, which replaces No. 4 
and 5. This reads that the rules do 
not apply to any trucks operated as 
common carriers. This is significant 


because it covers all film carrier 
trucks on inter-city or distance 
hauls. 

While distributor and exchange 


executives fail to see how ODT rul- 
ings make little difference on be- 
tween-city hauls (since the Film 


carriers are common carriers on 
such routes), film truck lines are 
reducing service to exhibs one or 


two days weekly. This is done by 
the carriers, at their own instance, 
according to latest data available. 

Net result of such curtailment is 
being felt mostly by exhibitors al- 
though ultimately distributors will 
be effected because unable to liqui- 
date contracts as rapidly. It also 
may force distribs to rearrange play- 
dates. 

Because of the accumulative piling 
up of prints, it is feared that later- 
run film theatres will be pushed far 


when originally planned. 

Country Towns 
Particular in medium-sized coun- 
try towns will the once or twice 
weekly curtailment of service be 





felt, according to latest estimates, 
which figure such accounts will be 
shoved back two or three months 
further behind first-run theatres. 
this automatic tieup of prints in time 
may force such exhibs five or six 
months behind the first-run theatres. 

Present arrangement of truck serv- 
ices is to eliminate Friday and Mon- 
day night deliveries or Sunday and 
Monday nights. The Monday elim- 
ination means that all prints planned 
for Monday night shipment must go 
out on delivery Sunday. Trucks 
carry as many prints as before, and 
thus far, because of this, get the 
same amount of pay. Chief dif- 
ference is that the routing of prints 
must be re-juggled so they can be 
shipped on different days. 

Final result of cutting film de- 
liveries to five and six days weekly 
probably won't be fully -known for 
another month. But present indica- 
tions point to the later-run exhibi- 
tor suffering by later showings on 
features. 





Pitt’s Experiment 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 


A staggered film carrier system 
has just been announced for the 
Pittsburgh territory, starting this 
week, by Arthur H. Levy, Columbia 
exchange manager and chairman of 
the local motion picture industry’s 
committee cooperating with the 





ODT. Plan is scheduled for a 


~ month’s trial, with industry here | 


eliminating all special deliveries, | 


Stolen Prints Turn 
Up in Minneapolis 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

J. D. Kendis, president of Con- 
tinental Pictures, Hollywood, is here 
trying to apprehend those respon- 
sible for the alleged theft of prints 
of some of his pictures which, he 
claims, are being shown unauthor- 
izedly at several local theatres. Lo- 
cal exhibitors involved say they 
bought the films in good faith from 
parties supposedly their owners. 

Instances of stolen prints are be- 
coming more common here and 
lower loop grind house exhibitors 
are being warned particularly to be 
on their guard. 


JUICERS RUSH 
TO JOIN IBEW 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Rush of lamp operators and juicers 
to get into the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers before 
the initiation fee is hiked to $100 
Saturday 15, has sent membership of 
studio technicians unit of IBEW Lo- 


cal B-11 up near the 500 mark, ac- 
cording to business manager George 
(Curley) Davis. Applications are 
currently being accepted for a $5 
initiation fee. Davis said that scores 
of electricians are being sent to de- 
fense projects, stating an order for 
250 was received yesterday from Las 
Vegas. He said the union has a 
standing order from San Diego 
plants and that journeymen are being 
sent south as rapidly as their re- 
quests for work are received. Only 
regular studio employees are being 
accepted in the studio technicians 
unit of B-11. The unit already has 
applied for affiliation with the con- 
ference of studio unions headed by 
Herbert Sorrell. Similar action has 
been taken by IBEW Cameramen’s 
Local 1318. No action on applications 
is expected until Sorrell returns 
from the east. 

Producers have submitted a coun- 
ter-proposal of $2.25 per hour to the 
Illustrators unit of the Screen Set 
Designers. Proposal is certain to get 
a firm turndown tonight (Tues.), 
when the illustrators meet to discuss 
the offer. Unit is seeking a minimum 








scale of $6 per hour, or $240 per | 
| 


back in receiving prints. In sum, it | week. 
boone Vek wloud-+; hoecauce the ea..3: en ae ye en? oe 
ee ee ST cdeetied ee eS ee eee ee ote 
exhib is unable to eceive prints|trying to locate 25 -projectionists 


needed by the army. Operators in- 
terested in getting such a rating 
should contact business representa- 
tive John Swartz, prexy James Brig- 
ham or secretary C. W. Offer. 


PAR WINS ANOTHER 
STOCKHOLDERS’ SUIT 


Another minority stockholder suit 
against Paramount officers and di- 
rectors was dismissed Friday (7) in 
N. Y. federal court. The expected 
action was taken by Judge Jonn 
Bright in the suit which had been 
filed by Lillian S. Ratner and G. Ar- 
thur Peck involving the same issues 
as set forth in the recent trial lost 
in N. Y. supreme court by six stock- 
holders seeking restoration to Para- 
mount corporate funds of $100,000 
paid to ex-labor leaders Willie Bioff 
and George E. Browne. The dis- 
missal was sought by the defendants 
on the grounds of res ajudicata, viz., 
as having already been settled. 

Judge Bright’s brief opinion con- 
cluded: ‘That the case in the Su- 
preme Court may not have been 
propely tried, as the plaintiffs inti- 
mate, does not in any way militate 
against the finality of the judgment 
there entered. The corporation and 
its stockholders have had their day 
in court, and the result is final.’ 








THREE FOR ‘COBRA’ 
Holiywood, Aug. 11. 
Universal assigned Jon Hall, 
Maria Montez and Sabu as co-stars 
in the high-budget Oriental picture, 











Conservation 


Continued from page I= 





nate trailer for houses whose policies 
prevented them from using ‘em that 
long. 

In about six months, Robbins said 
he thought it would be possible to 
make comparisons with a view to 
determining how much film is being 
saved through the measures being 
taken at this time. He is now re- 
luctant for that reason to even make 
a guess as to what it might be. 

While printing is subject to the 
demands of theatres and the manner 
in which bookings are made, Rob- 
bins pointed out that prints can be 
sifted around between theatres in 
g'ven territories, with accounts inter- 
changing them where within a con- 
venient radius. Trailers are now be- 
ing shipped out to the extent of 
about 25% in advance while another 
50% goes out at about the time of 
release, this in turn providing a 
cushion of 25% to fill fresh or 
em2rgency requirements. Every 
effort, of course, will be made to 
service accounts with the lowest 
nu_aber of prints in order to relieve 
the burden in that direction. 


Robbins also pointed out that con- 
sicerable saving of film will be 
realized in getting the scenes from 
pictures needed for trailer-making. 
Where before a sequence wanted for 
trailers may have run six or seven 
m nutes, and the entire sequence was 
jsent to the labo-atory, NSS there- 
aiter cutting out what it required, 
now only the scenes desired are sent 
to the lab. In other words, National 
Sereen now cuts from clip to clip 
oly what is needed. 

NSS is making many types of 
special trailers for exhibitors; in 
fact will make up anything in the 
way of screen advertising that an 
account may want, dealing with the 
house’s policy, cooling system, holi- 
days, special events, stunts, etc. Quite 
a number of theatre. are using trail- 
ers urging people to avoid blackouts 
and dimouts by coming to see shows 
and enjoy themselves while all that’s 
going on. 

Additionally, National has_ sold 
thousands of trailers, Robbins stated, 
where exhibitors are urging people 
to go to church, thereby maintaining 
local good will and aiding in the 
n intenance of public morale. 

Many special trailers of a Govern- 
mental vor war activities nature have 
been made by NSS and distributed 
free to the theatres. Robbins stated 
that his company will distribute ac- 
cessories in connection“ with the 
$1,000,000,000 September bond drive 
that will go out at less' than 
cost. While no plans have material- 
ized as yet with respect to a trailer 
on the drive, one probably is in the 
offing, Robbins added. 





























War Story Buys 
yarns with good parts for male 
stars which would normally be 
snapped up have been passed up be- 
cause the type of material mostly 
called for by the studios is for 
femme leads. Male stars who have 
been lost to the armed forces can’t 
be replaced, and those relatively un- 
known to the public are not consid- 
ered strong enough to carry top roles 
in high budget pictures. 

Question of overall balanced 
screen entertainment, which threat- 
ens to become out of line this year 
due to the predominance of war pic- 
tures in production at all the stu- 
dios, is under review currently. With 
Metro, 20th-Fox, Warners, Universal 


and RKO shootmg schedules com- 
prised of from 15%-40% war pic- 


tures, question of a varied film diet 
jis now of immediate importance. 


Paramount currently has more 
than 20 war pictures either in prep- 
aration or in story form. If all war 
themes bought by the company were 
to be released during the coming 
year more than 55% of the Par 
sc.edule would obviously consist of 
war films. Understood that, in case 
of this studio, although war themes 
will form a substantial portion of the 
total shooting schedule not all of 
the war themes lined up will be re- 
leased this season. Among war pic- 
tur2s which Paramount has either in 
preparation or in production at the 
studio are the following: ‘For. Whom 
th Bell Tolls,’ ‘Submarine Alert,’ 
‘China Pass,’ ‘Lucky Jordan,’ ‘Hands 
of Mercy,’ ‘Alaska Highway,’ ‘Aerial 
Gunner,’ ‘Story of Dr. Wassell,’ ‘Four 
from Coventry,’ ‘Adopt a Pilot,’ 
‘Hour Before Dawn,’ ‘Hostages,’ 
‘Salue for Three,’ ‘A Tank Named 
John,’ ‘College Goes to War,’ ‘Hong 





split prints and call-backs in com-|‘Cobra Woman,’ to be made in Tech- |Kong,’ ‘Night Plane from Chung- 


pliance with ODT orders. 

Levy estimates that new carrier | 
plan will save more than 25% in 
mileage at least. ' 


nicolor in early fall. 

Scott Darling is doing the screen 
play, with George Waggner as asso- 
ciate producer. 


| king,” ‘Come On, Marines,’ ‘Women 
;of Aberdeen,’ ‘Fourth Brother’ and 
|‘Wake Island,’ which is currently be- 
ing tradeshown. 


| Army and Navy cooperation in film- 
|ing the mosquito boats and other 


3 Extras Score With 
NLRB in Complaint 
Vs. Sonja Henie, 20th 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

Sonja Hemie and 20th . Century- 
Fox were ordered to quit discrim- 
inating , against three extras who 
have attempted to avail themselves 
of Wagner Act rights when the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board re- 
cently handed down three decisions 
involving enterprises. 


In accordance with a stipulation 
submitted to the Los Angeles reg- 
ional office, the N.L.R.B. told the 
skater and the studio to pay up 
$350 each to the extras—Barbara 
Carabin, Grace Gale and Mary 
Taylor—who claimed to have been 
blacklisted for union activity more 
than a year ago. At the outset, both 
Miss Henie and 20th-Fox denied 
the accusations, though later they 
withdrew their answers and prom- 
ised to respect the girls’ right to 
organize. Miss Henie was described 
in the final order as ‘an agent of’ 
the studio. 


If any of the trio seeks employ- 





ment in the future, she will re- 
ceive ‘equal consideration with 
other applicants similarly sent to 


apply for employment pursuant to 
the usual manner of selection of 
extra talent,’ the order says. 

In other actions lately the N.L.2.B. 
certified the American Federation 
of Labor as bargaining agent for 
office help at Paramount’s St. Louis 
exchange and order d 20th Century- 
Fox to deal with an independent 
group of studio janitors, matrons, 
window washers and dressing room 
attendants. The latest A.F.L. vic- 
tory in the widespread sparring at 
St. Louis was by a 7 to 1 tally, with 
two ballots being rejected. In Holly- 
wood, 68 of 71 voters preferred to 
be represented by the 20th Century- 
Fox Matrons & Janitors Guild. 


WB PAYS $25,000 FOR 
PLAY; DAVIS AS LEAD 


Warners has purchased ‘Broken 
Journey,’ a legiter by Andrew Rosen- 
thal which played three weeks at the 
Henry Miller, N. Y., last season. 
Price reported to be about $25,000. 

Bette Devis is slated for the lead. 

Metro’s ‘Expendable’ 


Metro is close to setting a deal for 
‘They Were Expendable,’ William L. 
White yarn about P.T. boats, though 








details must first be secured. Also 


Srucipe io the asal.is 

coin to go to Atmy-Navy Organiza- 
tions, since story could have been 
told only with the cooperation of the 
armed services. 

Carl Brandt, who is handling the 
deal for White, has set a price of 
$30,000 on the story, plus a sliding 
scale bonus on book sales, with 
Metro reported having the inside 
track against other bidders. 


Monogram bought ‘Dead Men Don’t 
Ride,’ by Arthur Hoerl. 

Frank Ross acquired film rights to 
the Lloyd C. Douglas’ novel, ‘The 
Robe.’ 


Twentieth-Fox purchased the film 
rights to the ‘Dixie Dugan’ comic 
strip and will give it a ‘Blondie’ 
treatment. 


Court Holds Joelson 
Has Cause for Action 


A motion for dismissal of the J. J. 
Theatres (Jules Joelson) complaint 
against the major film companies, 
Harry and William Brandt and Max 
Cohen was denied in N. Y. supreme 
court Friday (7) by Justice Benja- 
min F. Schreiber. . 


Joelson, owner of the Times the- 
atre, is opposition to several other 
houses on N. Y.’s 42d street which 
age owned by the Brandts and Max 
Cohen. He charges the defendants 
with violation of the anti-trust law 
and claims a conspiracy to maintain 
a monopoly of theatres in the Times 
Square area, causing his inability to 
obtain suitable product. He claims 
his theatre’s gross has dropped from 
$125,000 to $75,000 a year. 

Dismissal had been asked by the 
defendants on the grounds of failure 











the deal is proporti n of | 


PARLEY IN N.Y. 
ON L.A. EXCH. 
DEMANDS 


Union representatives, on from the 
Coast in connection with demands 
for a contract covering all Los An.- 
geies exchanges excepting Mono- 
gram, will remain in the east until 
a settlement is reached in parleys to 
be held with distributor heads of 
the various companies. First session, 
of a preliminary nature, will be held 
today (Wednesday), preparatory 
to actual negotiations which will 
probably begin immediately in the 
hopes of reaching an early settlement 
of the controversy. 

Screen Office Employees Guild, 
acting for front-office exchange help, 
including bookers, is demanding a 
minimum of $28.80 for typists and 
a top of $72.80 for bookers, .where- 
as up to now the distributors have 
not been willing to grant more than 
$22.50 for the lowest-salaried help 
and $45 for bookers. Thus, there is 
considerable of a differential be- 
tween demands made by the union 


and the counter-offer by the ex- 
changes. 

SOEG of L. A. also wants a union 
shop, covering the members the 
union now has in the various ex- 
changes as well as compulsory mem- 





bership for any new employees 
brought in. 

Recently white-collar workers 
walked out of RKO, Columbia, 
Metro, Par and United Artists 
branches in Los Angeles. They 
agreed to return pending the out- 


come of the negotiations now under 
way. 


Pat Casey, producer labor con- 
tact, arrived in N. Y. Monday morn- 
ing (10), together with Herbert 


Sorrell, president of the Conference 
of Studio Unions; Glen Pratt, biz 
agent for SOEG, and Paul Nostrom, 
booker in the Metro L. A. exchange. 
Blanche Cole, recording secretary 
for the SOEG, got in yesterday 
(Tuesday). All will take part in 
the negotiating huddles. 


Film Shortage 


Continued from page ?} meme 
berg, Nick Schenck, Grad Sears, Ned 
Depinet and others participated, was 
a decision to curtail raw stock as 














much as possible in each individual 
with 


that footage 


case, indication 






possible under previous recommen- 
dations. 
3-Sprocket Projector 

‘Prospect was held out, however, 
that a major reduction in footage 
might be feasible via the use of a 
proposed three-sprocket projector in 
both production and exhibition. This 
device, which would slow down pic- 
ture projection, was discussed last 
June in Washington at a meeting 
with WPB officials. It was suggested 
at the meeting last week that possi- 
bilities of the new technical equip- 
ment be fully explored within the 
next six months before any drastic 
film conservation proposals are 
adopted. 

Industry engineers recommending 
the use of the new sprocket estimated 
that some 500,000,000 feet of celluloid 
could be saved annually through its 
use. From 50 to 80 tons of steel 
would be necessary for the change- 
over in technical equipment, with 
understanding that WPB officials 
were inclined to grarit the request 
for use of the material. 


Several producer-distributors, in 
opposing the percentage-wise cut in 
celluloid recommended last week, 
claim that normal business would be 
seriously affected if those proposals 
are placed in effect. These distribs 
claim that the use of raw film stock 
in both production and distribution 
has been held down to a minimpm 
compatible with volume of sales and 
accounts. RKO, for one, for pur- 
poses of economy during its lean 
years has held prints down to a point 
lower than Republic, in ratio to num- 
ber of showings per print. 


Whether the recommendations 
made at Friday’s meeting will be ac- 
ceptable to WPB officials is, of 
course, uncertain. Drastic Govern- 
ment decree, strictly limiting use of 
celluloid. is still reported hangings 
fire in Washington and may be issued 





to state a cause of action. 


at any teme. 
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N.Y. Projectionists’ 
Rise Demand Disturbs Distribs 


15% Wage 








With the threat of a strike hang- 
ing over their heads, which would 
take projectionists out of all home- 
office and exchange projection 


rooms as well as scattered studios in 
N. Y., distributors yesterday (Tues- 
day) renewed negotiations with 
Local 306, Moving Picture Machine 
Operators in N. Y. 

Meantime, the union which em- 
powered Herman Gelber, president, 
to call a strike at his discretion, is 
deferring action and the ops are re- 
porting for work, as usual. How- 
ever, should negotiations bog down 
again, a sudden walkout may be 
ordered. 

Seeking a new contract for pro- 
jectionists in screening rooms of the 
majors, as well as newsreel compan- 
ies and eastern studios, Local 306 
broke off negotiations a week ago 
and immediateiy held a membership 
meeting at which a strike vote was 
taken. 

While the old contract covering 
these operators expired Aug. 31, 
1940, under a two-ygar deal, the pro- 
jectionists have been working since 
then under the previous scale on 
the understanding that when a new 
agreement was reached it would be 
retroactive to the 1940 date. 

Union asking a 15% increase 
for the approximate 300 projection- 
ists involved. According to Gelber, 
the issue is not so much the boost in 
scale, but the various changes in 
conditions, elimination of some 
clauses and inclusion of others, 
which the distribs seek to impose. 

Any strike by 306, if called, would 
without doubt involve the exchange 
workers (backroom) since they 
wouldn’t cross picket lines that are 
thrown up, as on former occasions. 


WB ALSO INVOLVED 
WITH H.0. PUBLICISTS 


Trouble 
front for 


1S 





| 
| 
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brews on another 
Warner Bros., 
progress reportedly made Friday | 
(7) when company executives met | 
with two members of the U. S. Con- |} 
wiltgGeun Service in an-effort-to brint? 
Warners and the Screen Publicists 
Guild together following recent ces- 
Sation of negotiations. 

Due to inability to come to an| 
understanding Friday (7), another 
meeting will be held today (Wednes- 
day). If no agreement can be 
reached on disputed points, matter 
will undoubtedly go to the National 
War Labor Board which has the 
power to determine what both sides 
must agree to. 


f Understood that Warners is balk- 
ing at demands for severance pay | 
Such as granted by other distribu- 
tors, graduating to a maximum of 
12 weeks for anyone employed 10 
years or more, and also does not 
want to grant retroactive pay to 
date when negotiations began short- 
ly after first of the year. 

Additionally, WB is insisting on a 
Straight two-year contract. Com- | 
Pany does not want to agree to a/| 
Provision which would reopen the 
contract after the first year on wage 
Scales, 

Members of the U. S. Conciliation 
Service, who came up from Wash- 
ington to hear the case, are said to 
have proposed a 70-30 shop, but that 
Warners are resisting this also. 
Claimed that 95% of the Warner h.o. 
publicity -advertising workers elig- 
ible to union membership are al- 
ready in the SPG. 


Abe Schneider, Warner executive 
at the h.o., and Harold S. Bareford, 
company attorney, are representing 
WB, while also sitting in is the SPG 
negotiating committee. In absence 
from town of Jonas Rosenfield, Jr., 
of 20th-Fox, president of the SPG, 
Lawrence Lipskin of Col, v.p. of the 
union, heads the committee. 

Hearing the case are Harry Win- 
ning and Samuel Spencer, members 


of the U. S. Conciliation Service of 
the NWLB. 


labor | 
with no} 
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|of an agreement he signed in 1938, 


Jailed in Theatre Theft 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 

Fred Bucknell, of New York, was 
held in the county jail here last 
week in default of a $2,500 bond fol- 
lowing a hearing before a U. S. 
Commissioner on charges of con- 
spiring to travel to Pittsburgh to 
rob WB's Stanley theatre of nearly 
$8,000 and transport the loot to 
Akron, O., James DeLucia and three 
other men were named in the con- 
spiracy “charge. 

Bucknell and DeLucia have also 
been indicted by the state on a rob- 
bery charge. The robbery took 
place last February and most of the 
money was recovered two days later. 


ASC GAUNTLET 
TO IATSE 
MEMBERS 








Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Studio cameramen have been ulti- 
matumed against carrying dual union 
cards in IATSE on pain of suspen- 
sion or expulsion from the American 
Society of Cinematographers, which 
would deprive them of studio work. 
Action is directed at lensers still re- 
taining membership in IA Local 659, 
and deadline for their withdrawal 
has been set for Aug. 15. First ex- 
pulsion by ASC hit Dewey Wrigley, 
who took over the camera from Vir- 
gil Miller on 20th-Fox location with- 
out approval of ASC board of gov- 
ernors, 

National Labor Relations Board is 
expected to review this week the 
ASC complaint charging the pro- 


hee 
Lal 





ducers and IATSE with unfair labor 
practice in attempting to peg a scale | 
for first cameramen, after the stu- 
dios had already negotiated a deal 
with the Society. 

‘ oe 


Member Files Civil Suit 
Against IA to Regain 
Voice and Vote Rights 


Culminating a fight of nearly five 


years, during which he has sought 
restoration of voice .and vote rights | 
in Local 516, Chester, Pa., operators, | 
Philip Trainer has brought a civil 
suit against the International Alli- | 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees 
and its president, Richard F. Walsh, | 
to regain these rights. Complaint 
was filed Friday (7) in the U.S. Dis- 
trict court at Philadelphia. 


In addition to seeking abrogation 


waiving rights to voice and vote, 
money in the amount of $3,000 is in- 
volved, exclusive of interest and 
costs. 

Trainer's difficulties date from Oc- 
tober, 1937, when he was expelled 
from the union under circumstances 
which he complains deprived him of 
the right-tg produce witnesses and | 


him. Subsequently he obtained re- | 
instatement and, due to the fact that | 
his family was then in a destitute | 
condition, he claims he signed the | 
agreement waiving voice and vote. 
Beginning Feb. 12, 1938, his com- 
plaint alleges, he has been subjected 
to a series of acts of discrirnination 
and that all appeals he has made to 
the IA for reinstatement of full 
membership rights, including at,the 
conxyention this past June, have been 
to no avail. Following the conven- 
tion. on June 19 Walsh wrote Trainer 
stating that ‘as far as the Interna-| 
tional is concerned, your case is} 
closed.’ j 





| latter 
| several 


SYSTEM ENDED 





OPEN ROLLS T0 
NEW MEMBERS 


Federal Agents Question 
IATSE Union Officials 
About Permit Plan Long 
in Effect for Operators in 
Chi— Around 150 Men 
Hold the Permits 





COIN DIVISION 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Following disclosure by Govern- 
ment agents of the permit system 
in IATSE’s Chicago operators local | 
110, union for first time in 20 years | 
is opening its rolls to take in out-| 
side operators as regular members. 
Permit system which is said to have 
involved 150 ops is being eliminated. 

It was indicated that approxi- 
mately 150 of the 400 operators now | 
holding permits will be admitted to) 
membership. These will replace ap-| 


proximately 200 members who have; 
died in the last 20 years. Hundreds | 
of competent operators employed | 
regularly at salaries ranging from 
$80 to $120 per week have been 
doled cut work permits which had to | 
be renewed weekly. These permit 
men are said to have been taxed 10% 
of their earnings for the permits, in| 


addition to the regular dues of ead 











per quarter. 
After several union officials were | 
questioned by U. S. Attorney 


Mathias Correa in New York, the} 
union set up a committee to revise | 
the by-laws so as to do away with | 
the permit men and open the mem- | 
bership rolls to new operators. Sit-| 
uation also was discussed by IATSE 
prexy Richard Walsh recently when 
he stopped over here en route to 
New York from the Coast. There 
also has been considerable criticism 
over the $20,000 salary paid busi- 
ness representative John Smith and 
the $18,000 stipend given Peter 
Shayne to act as president and as- 





|sistant business manager of the! 
| union, 
vup—ubbhiides 7 \ federal agents.are ‘ow 
busy invest.gating: te old 2%-~-cssess- 


ment racket tacked on IATSE mem-| 
bers during the Willie Bioff-George 
E. Browne regime. It is understood 
the Government is especially anxious | 
to learn how the money was divided 
among the Chicago mob backing | 
Browne and Bioff at that time. The} 
two were taken to New York 
weeks ago from a Federal 
prison and have been questioned by 
Government representatives re- | 
peatedly since that time. 

It was reported from time to time | 
that Bioff might be offering to ‘sing’ | 
in an effort to soften the income tax | 
evasion charge still pending against | 
him on the Coast. Bioff is now} 
serving 10 years and Browne eight} 
years on extortion charges. They 
were convicted of shaking down 


| motion picture companies of several 


million dollars on threats to call| 
strikes in the industry. 





CHAPLIN-‘YORK’ STRONG 
DUAL FOR RKO IN N. ¥. 


| 
Because ‘Sergeant York’ played | 


had a return engagement at the 
Strand, RKO made a deal with 
United Artists for ‘Gold Rush’ so 
that this one could be coupled with 
‘York’ for extra pull. According to 
advices, the dual, an ordinarily big 
one under any circumstances, is do- 


ing strong everywhere it’s being 
played. 
RKO booked ‘York’ last year at 


advanced admissions for all of its 
40 Greater N. Y. theatres (including 
Westchester) and rebought it for the | 
entire group. In some houses it is 
playing seven days, in others five. 
Majority of the engagements are on 
the five-day basis. 





|Richard F. Walsh, 
| IATSE 


jing that this action be held off until 
| he 


| grams to the 38 members of the Ex- 


“v" 


White-Collarites Score Decisive 
Victory Over WB With IATSE Help: 


Seek to Organize Par Immediately 





Scoring a fast and decisive victory 
over Warner Bros., with assistance 
from the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees count- 
ing importantly in bringing about a 
settlement, the Motion Picture Of- 
fice Employees is inaugurating an 
immediate campaign in Paramount. 
First step in this direction was taken 
Monday (10), when leaflets were 
passed out to Par homeoffice em- 
ployees seeking signed applications 
for membership in the MPOE. This 
union is known as Local 23,169 and 
is affiliated with the American 
Federation of Labor. 


Thus, the move by the MPOE is 
one which seeks to wean Par white- 
collar workers away from the rival 
union known as Screen Office & Pro- 
fessional Employees Guild, a CIO 
union. Just how successful the 
MPOE may be is highly problemati- 
cal, but it is depending, as an in- 
fluencer, on the quick deal it was 
able to effect with Warners. In that 
connection, the leaflet distributed 
among Par workers noted that ‘the 
victory was made possible only 
through the active cooperation of 
the officers of the IATSE, the 
Teamsters and other A F of L 
unions in your industry. SOPEG 
already has a contract with Loew’s, 
RKO, 20th and Columbia, recently 
negotiated. 

Severe resistance to any campaign 
by the MPOE to muscle in on Par 
promised by the SOPEG (CIO) 


1S 


which claims its membership in- 
cludes, 85% of the Par white-col- 
larites in N. Y. Recently having 


filed a petition for an election in Par 


to cover the h.o., Par exchange, 
newsreel and the company’s two 
music subsidiaries, the SOPEG has 


been notified a hearing will be held 
on the matter tomorrow (Thursday) 
before the National Labor Relations 
Board. David Golden, president and 
William Piehl, organizer, will attend 
the hearing, together with members 
of the Par SOPEG chapter. 

The MPOE strike against Warners 
lasted only 11 days, including up to 
late Sunday night (9) when settle- 
ment was reached in the offices of 





president of the 
Joe Bernhard, v.p. and gen- | 
mager of Warners” few 
from the Coast to direct negotiations 


eral > in 


from the Warner side after Sam 
Schneider, another h.o. exec, and 
Harold S. Bareford, attorney, and | 
failed to conclude an agreement. 


Neither Bareford nor Schneider at- 
tended the lengthy Sunday. (9) ses- 
sion but Harry Kalmine, in charge of 
Warner circuit operations, sat in 


with Bernhard on the negotiations. 
Theatre Picketing Threat 
Meeting was suddenly set on 


Friday (7) when WB learned orders | 
had gone out from the IA instruct- | 
ing operators, stagehands and lab 
workers (member locals of IA) not 
to cross picket lines at the home-| 
office the Strand and Hollywood 
theatres, N. Y. the following morn- | 
ing (Saturday) Bernhard _ tele- 
phoned the IA from the Coast, ask- 


Oo! 


could fly in Sunday (9) for the 
meeting hurriedly arranged for that 


day. 

Following attainment of a settle- 
ment Sunday night (9), office work- 
er pickets were immediately 
moved from the h.o. exchange, 
Strand and Hollywood. MPOE had! 
been picketing only the stage doors} 


re- | 


ing (8) so that operators and stage- | 


| kands could not be forced to enter | 
| through 


the lobbies. This was also! 
deferred in lieu of the alarm call 
from WB for the Sunday parley. 
When settlement was arrived at 
Sunday evening, the IA sent tele- 


change Workers union, Local 51-B, 
which had been out of the Warner 
exchange frorn the start. Night shift 





| was ordered back to work immedi- | 
| ately. 
| white-collar strikers were notified to | 


At the same time Warner} 


be prepared to come back to work,’ 


|} tions 


| sistance from the 


but first to attend an 8 a.m. meeting 
Monday morning (10) for the pur- 
pose of ratifying the agreement ne- 
gotiated. Ratification was unani- 
mous and stenos, clerks, others, were 
back on the job at the usual hour 
Monday morning. Nearly 450 were 
on strike. 
Preferential Shop 

Deal reached with Warners by the 
MPOE calls for a preferential shop, 
with the proviso that any new em- 
ployees brought into the company 
must become members within 90 
days. Warners had balked at the 
90-day clause, wanting merely the 
so-called ‘maintenance of member- 
ship’ or a majority. As result of this 
resistance by WB, the union mem- 
bership held a meeting last Wednes- 
day (5) and voted to then demand a 
closed shop. Previously the MPOE 
had respected the reluctance of War- 
ners to force some older employees 
into the union but it still wanted 
the 90-day provisien for newly hired 
help. 

Contract runs for two years, but 
may be reopened after the expira- 
tion of the first 12 months on the 
wage scale alone, should, a rise in 
living costs or changes in conditions 
warrant it. Warners also balked 
about reopening after one year, but 
finally yielded. 

Increases granted, which vary 
slightly as to percentage, run a little 
better than 15% in all brackets. 
Those earning up to $30 a week will 
receive $4 more, while now 
getting $30 to $40 will get a boost 
of $5. In the $40-$50 bracket the 
jump will be $6, while for employees 
receiving over $50 the increase will 
be $8. However, for any lesser em- 
ployees like office boys getting $15 
a week, their increase will run bet- 
ter than 25%. 

While union sought severance pay 
up to a maximum of 12 weeks, it 
agreed to a top of six weeks salary 
for any employee with the company 
eight years or over. 

There is to 


those 


be seniority in the 
event of layoffs,,based on length of 
service, and all salary inequities 
2} pare to be adjusted through 
the union’s grievance committee. 
Increases granted under the MPOB 
contract are retroactive May 15 
last, and includes 11 days when the 
strikers were out Additionally, a 
gesture by Warners is the payment 


wing i 


to 


of the normal salaries that would 

have been earned by the strikers 
while they were off their jobs. 
Joseph D. Basson, International 


| representative of the IA and one of 


the union’s organizers, who has been 
active for some time in the negotia- 
between WB and the MPOE, 
sitting in at many of the meetings, 
is said to have planned the entire 
strategy which led to the rapid 
settlement He attended the mem- 
bership meeting held last week after 


negotiations had reached an impasse 
|and urged the strikers to stick to 
their gur telling them that they 


could depend on every possible as- 
IA. This promise 
by Basson, while not specific due to 


|a desire not to tip off the other side, 


is believed to have kept many MPOE 
workers from weakening. 


The Sunday meeting at the IA, 


answer the charges brought against }the RKO circuit before and recently | of the Strand and Hollywood, but| headed by Walsh as the IA president, 


| were set to throw up a line in front | 
of the two theatres Saturday morn-| 


was also attended by Basson and W. 
P. Raoul, assistant president of the 
union. 

Warnerites on the MPOE negoti- 
ating committee included Ray Price, 
president of the union who is in the 
Warner tax department; Leo Haas, 
v.p., who’s in foreign accounting at 
the h.o.; Charles J. Davis of the 
branch auditing forces; Sam Kahn, 
accountant, and William Starr, gen- 
eral secretary, also an accountant, 
Davis and Kahn are on the MPOE 
exec board 

William K. Flaherty, A.F.L. ore 
ganizer, and adviser to the MPOE, 

(Continued on page 31) 
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78,000,000 
MAGAZINE. READERS 
WILL SEE THIS FULL 
PAGE AD IN THE 
“a BIGGEST CIRCULATION 
wens a MAGAZINES! 


GUINN True Boordmean 


ques Thery 
Screen Ploy, e . 
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Preah rae On the news stands 


A UNIVERSAL PICTURE wd ? trom August ? 5th 
a through Sept. 15th 
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Here are the magazines carrying this ad... 


LIFE, LOOK, LIBERTY, COLLIER’S, AMERICAN MAGAZINE, TRUE STORY, FAMILY CIRCLE, 
PHOTOPLAY-MOVIE MIRROR, CHARM, HOLLYWOOD, MOTION PICTURE, MOVIE STORY, 
TRUE CONFESSIONS, ROMANTIC STORY, GLAMOUR, MOVIE RADIO GUIDE, STARDOM, 
SCREEN GUIDE, MOVIE LIFE, MOVIE STARS PARADE, MOVIES, PERSONAL ROMANCES, 
RADIO MIRROR, TRUE EXPERIENCES, TRUE LOVE & ROMANCE, TRUE ROMANCES, MODERN 
ROMANCES, MODERN SCREEN, SCREEN ROMANCES, SCREENLAND, SILVER SCREEN, PIC. 
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UNIVERSAL PICTURES 
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Your theatre is on the front line of the war in September... 
“Salute To Our Heroes” Month must sell a billion dollars in Bonds and Stamps! 
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Allied States Believes ‘Pocket Veto’ Is Fate of New 
Selling Plan—Predicts Return of Trade Abuses 





Washington, Aug. 11. 


A Justice Department ‘pocket veto’ 
for the UMPI distribution plan was 
forecast Monday (10) by Abram F. 
Myers, chairman of the board of 
Allied States Association, in a state- 
ment declaring the Federal Govern- 
ment’s failure to rnove for modifica- 
tion of the 1940 consent decree will 
pring back all the trade abuses 
which the anti-trust suit was de- 
signed to eradicate. 

Delay on the part of Assistant 
Attorney General Thurman Arnold 
has made it possible for ‘certain 
circuit operators’ to put out ‘mis- 
leading statements’ about the UMPI 
formula and clears the way for the 
five respondent distributors to play 
favorites among customers, Myers 
said. He asked independent theatre 
owners to keep their eyes open for 
incidents of discrimination and 
abuses. 

In a lengthy blast, Myers blamed 
the Justice Department for ‘a scan- 
dalous situation’ and sought support 
from ‘the countless thousands who 
directly and through their author- 
ized spokesmen have joined in the 
fight against the evils of block- 
booking and blind-selling.’ Arnold 
was scored for ‘accepting a milk- 
and-water consent decree in 1940 
and his inaction in 1942.’ 


The Allied leader recognized that 
the distribs cannot run the risk of 
putting the UMPI plan into effect 
without Justice Department consent 
but complained that because of the 
escape clause and Arnold’s stalling 
the indies and the reform element 
are ‘right back where they started 
many years ago.’ There is no curb 
on monopclies, preferential fran- 
chises, favoritism, and other abuses, 
he remarked, commenting on the 
‘unaccountable attitude’ of the anti- 
trust division head. 





The consent decree was a failure, | 
Myers claimed, and the five-picture | 
package idea did not remove the | 
curse of forcing bad pictures on ex- 
hibitors. Besides being ‘burdensome 
and expensive,’ the decree system | 
reduced the bargaining power of the 
independents, he said. The five- 
picture method was more favorable 
to the distribs than the old system, 
Since it enabled them to demand 
higher percentages fhan ever before. 

The UMPI formula would be a 
distinct improvement, in Myers 
estimation, for numerous reasons. 
All the safeguards of the decree will | 
be retained, he noted, and the the- 
atre owners will get cancellation 
privileges that cannot be obtained 


otherwise. Myers estimated on the | 
basis of nrocrertive releace sched- | 
ty ROK BD Vet Re GA wh nity bor When + 


ules" tMat the aistrvios Wii: citer pice) 
tures in blocks of 10, remarking that | 
the stronger films unquestionably | 
will be tradeshown and the exhibs | 
will be able to get a clear idea of | 
what they are buying. 

Myers went back 20 years in his 
discussion of the issue, noting that 
Congress shelved legislation to out- | 
law block-booking in the expecta- 
tion the Justice Department would 
kill this practice. The five-picture- 
package idea was conceived by 
‘theorists’ in the Commerce and 
Justice Departments, he said, and 
rammed down the throats of the 
indies. 

Concerning the pigeon-holed modi- 
fication, the Allied spokesman said 
the independents felt the UMPI idea 
would be 





more workable and also 
provide protection against former 
abuses. Myers snorted that the plan, | 
after Arnold indicated he would 


recommend its adoption, has been 
collecting cobwebs’ on the Assistant 
Attorney General's desk and the dis- 
tribs have been taking advantage of 
the helpless situation of the 
pendent exhibs. 

‘The independent exhibitors could | 
not risk the time and money incident 
to protracted negotiations with the 
distributors without some assurance 
that the plan: when formulated 
would receive fair, even sympathetic, 
Consideration by the Department,’ 
Myers said. 

‘When the plan had taken shape 
but before it had been put into final 
form, it was discussed informally 
between a committee of exhibitors 
and Mr. Arnold and his assistant on 
May 16. Since there was no formal 
Submission the officials naturally did 
not approve it but certainly they did 
not indicate that they would disap- | 


inde- 





Prove it. | 
‘They did not indicate by word or 
ma » } } + = 1 
manner that nothing other than a 
Continuation of the consent decree 


| political 


} Fox, 


| Andy 


jeastern sales. 
| 


plan would meet their views. In- 
dividual exhibitors who talked to 
Arnold or to his assistant from time 
to time reported that as a result of 
those interviews they felt encour- 
aged to proceed. A committee of 
distributors and exhibitors on July 3 
submitted to Mr. Arnold and his as- 
sistant the plan that had been agreed 
upon together with the formal 
papers for incorporating it into the 
consent decree. 

‘The substance of the plan was 
outlined to Mr. Arnold by his as- 
sistant, who stated that he did not 
like it but that it was ‘better than 
nothing.” This unwarranted dispar- 
agement was, in a sense, accurate: 
the selling provisions of the decree 
were no longer in force and, putting 
the lowest possible estimate on the 
proposed plan, it was ‘better than 
nothing.’ 

Mr. Arnold saig a great many 
things that appeared to be beside the 
point but his one statement that 
convince. the commiitee the plan 
would be approved was substantially 
this: ‘If this is what they want, I 
guess we ought to let them have it.’ 
The committee left his office con- 
fident that approval of the plan 
would be forthcoming. His assistant 
indicated that the department would 
act on the plan during the ensuing 
week so that it could be presented to 
Judge Goddard before he left for a 
vi xrtion on Aug. 1. 

‘Time elapsed and nothing hap- 
pened. Arnold and his assistant gave 
no satisfactory explanation. 

‘It was stated that the plan could 
not be submitted to the Attorney 
General until the Nazi spy trial was 
concluded. The end of that proceed- 
i «+; brought no action. 

‘It was stated that acceptance of 
the plan might interfere with a 
resumption of the trial of the case 
next year when other provisions of 
the decree expire. But if (as is ap- 
parent) Arnold was prevented by 
influence from trying the 
case in 1940, when the country was 
at peace, how can he hope to over- 
come such forces in 1943 when as- 
suredly the country will be at war?’ 

With a pessimistic remark about 
the prospects of reviving legislation 
to kill block booking, Myers hoped 
that some Congressional committee 
‘will develop and disclose all the 
facts connected with this amazing 
situation.’ In view of the war, there 
is slight prospect the legislators will 


give serious attention to such meas- | 


ures as the sidetracked Neely bill. he 
confessed, but revelations of what 
has motivated the 


ment ‘would pave the way for effec- | 
' 


tive action in the future.’ 

Film have 
under tie CO see decree, ne. sa 
clared. He appended to his state- 
ment a tabulation of earnings of 
seven companies—Columbia, Para- 
mount, RKO, Loew’s, 20th Century- 
Universal, and Warners—wiith- 
further comment. Col and U 
were not brought under the decree, 
however. 


companies prospered 
od 


out 


Consolidated Film Industries re- 
ported net earnings of $118,866, after 
all taxes and charges, for the quar- 


iter ended last June 30. This is equal 


to 291sc per share on the preferred 
stock 

Company, which owns a controll- 
ling interest in Republic Pictures, 
actually wound up the three-month 
period with consolidated net of 
$224,276 before deducting provision 
|for Federal income taxes. Consoli- 
dated figured this at $105,409 in the | 


| quarter, 


Bill Sussman to Vacash 


Before Stating Plans 


Before announcing future plans, 
William Sussman, who 
from 20th-Fox Friday (7), will take 
a vacation. He will probably be 
away several weeks Prior to leav- 
ing 20th. Sussman had _ discussed 
plans to shift to Cleveland in charge 
of sales over a large territory sur- 
rounded by that key. 


For 10 years eastern division sales | 


manager for 20th, he recently 


| handled general executive distribu- 
tion duties at the homeoffice, while | 


assumed commana of 
Prior to joining 20th 
homeoffice Par sales 


Smith 


Was a 
executive. 


Justice Depart- | 


resigned | 





Out of eastern Century and Skouras 
houses for about three-quarters of 
this season (1941-42), Paramount still 
is said to have lost nothing through 
inability to get together with the 
two circuits until only recently. 


In fact, it’s understood that the 
eastern sales district, headed by Milt 
Kusell, is substantially, ahead of all 
other districts on business. District 
is embraced in the division formerly 
headed by J. J. Unger, who resigned 
recently. 


When Par finally closed with 
Skouras and Century, latter went 
way back on season’s releases to pick 
up product where it could be played, 
whereas in other independent spots 
film had been bought and used. Of 
course, all this has made liquidation 
slower. Company is completely at 
peace with Skouras-Century chains 
now. 


METRO DOESNT 
WANT TO MILK 
‘MINIVER’ 


Getting extended time everywhere 
and earning holdovers, Metro is re- 
fusing the length of run on ‘Mini- 
ver’ that some accounts are anx- 
ious to have. Believed that this is 
the first time in the industry that a 
distributor has refused to grant as 
much time as a house desires. 


While not on record with respect 
to the policy, understood that Metro 
is refusing length of run so that 
there will be something left in the 
picture for subsequent runs when 
they come to it. 


In this connection, estimated that 
‘Miniver’ could go beyond Labor 
Day at the Music Hall, N. Y., pos- 
sibly even further, in view of the 
tremendously consistent pace it has 
shown but Metro is calling it quits 
after 10 weeks of record-breaking 
business. This will leave something 
for the rest of the N. Y. houses 
booking it. G. S. Eyssell, manag- 
ing director, is letting the film go, 
although under the control he could 
keep it further; also Metro could 
force additional holdover. 

Actually the control figure on the 
current (10) week, ordinarily mak- 
ing another holdover compulsory, 
hit higher than the control called 
ifor the first week of the engage- 
jment. 

The first nine weeks 
up $915,000, while 











at the Hall 
lrang this week 
ee n ~ > 4 ee a 
close, aS compared witn tne privet 
|(9th}) week's take of $94,300. Pickup, 
lalmost unheard of except on hoti- 
days. was due to announcement film 
would not remain longer. 

Thus, on the 10-week stretch total 
gross will be approximately $1,- 
015,000. 

With plenty of prints on hand at 
the N.Y. Metro exchange, company 
gave the Hall a fresh one each week. 
This does not mean they are worn 
out, however. Far from it. Hall did 
28 shows of ‘Miniver’ weekly. 





Se bhet it i hit $100 000 or! » 
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Bracken, Hutton Teamed 





Holiywood, Aug. 11. 


Eddie Bracken and Betty Hutton, 
two comics developed on the Broad- 
way stage, draw top spots in the 
forthcoming Paramount picture, ‘The 
Miracle of Morgan Creek.’ 


Story is by Preston Sturges, who 
will also direct, starting Sept. 14. 


20TH-FOX STATEMENT 
MAY BE READY THURS. 


Although delayed by current slow 
mails from foreign countries, 20th- 
Fox may have its second quarter 
earnings statement ready for stock- 
holders when the directors meet to- 
morrow (Thursday). Because of re- 
alignment of returns from foreign 
accounts closed by the war and 
higher federal taxes, no definite es- 
timate of second quarter earnings 
have been heard in financial circles. 


However, it is expected that the 
net profit total will not be far 
from the $841,561 figure shown for 
the first quarter if for no other rea- 
son than the company has had 
money-making features on release 
in April, May and June. Earnings 
are figured as being considerably 
in excess of around $457,000 shown 
in the second 1941 quarter. 


Columbia’s Product Deals 


St. Louis, Aug. 11. 

Two important film deals with 
Illinois exhibs -were set last week by 
Clarence D. Hill, manager of Colum- 
bia’s St. Louis office. A two-year 
pact for all of Columbia’s product 
was made with John Marlow, owner- 
operator of the White City Park and 
the Marlow and Herrin, in Herrin, 
Ill, and the Marlow and Liberty in 
Murphysboro, II. 


George Kerasotes, general manager 
of Kerasotes Bros. circuit, owning 
and operating a large string of flicker 
houses in Illinois, Iowa and Missouri, 
also purchased Columbia’s 1942-43 
product. With headquarters in 
Springfield, Ill., Kerasotes will play 
first run Columbia celluloid in the 
Senate and second run, 30 days later, 
in the Strand, both in Springfield. 

















Canadian’s Buying Trip 

Mitchell S. Bernstein, of the Bern- 
stein & Lieberman circuit of New 

Patan Noni A ln t¢ mee AT wo VW awl 
on a buying trip. dis circuit of 12 
theatres is principally located at St. 
John. 

Where there !s any military ac- 
tivity, motion picture theatre biz in 
that part of Canada is terrific. It 
also follows the general trend in 
the U. S., with business being off 
where communities have suffered a 
population dislocation through young 
men going into service and others 
moving to other towns for war in- 


| dustry work. 





Aug. II. 


Minnesota anti-con- 





Minneapolis 
Although the 
| sent decree law requiring full-season 
deals to include 20% cancellation has 
|been declared invalid, two major 
| non-decree companies, Columbia and 
| Universal, now doing their 1942-43 
| selling in the state, still are allowing 
|this elimination voluntarily. How- 
ever, the cancellation is permitted 
only in the lower brackets, whereas 
the state Jaw made it mandatory to 


apportion it equally in all the groups. | 


At that. it’s pointed out that before 
the state law’s enactment, ‘Minnesota 
independent exhibitors were lucky 
to receive as much as 10% 
ltion and that entirely in the lower 
brackets.’ 
20th-Fox is 
decree company to 


major 
1942-43 


still the only 
launch 


| selling. The first to inaugurate Min- 
nesota groups-of-five decree selling, 
| Fox has been doing landoffice busines 


elimina- | 


| 





| 


| 


| 
| 
{ 
| 





20th-Fox, First to Sell mn Blocks-of-5 
For 1942-43 in NW, Doing Terrific Biz 


and continues to report that inde- 
pendent exhibitors, ‘without excep- 
tion,’ profess themselves highly 
pleased with the chance to buy a 


five-block. 

While Northwest Allied awaits its 
convention Sept. 1 to decide if it 
wishes to sponsor a fight to higher 
courts in the anti-consent decree, it’s 
anticipated that other decree com- 
panies. like 20th-Fox, will sell either 
groups-of-five or in accordance with 
the UMPI adopted plan when they 
start to begin their 1942-43 Minnesota 
selling. However, before the ex- 
piration of the six months’ appeal 
period or during an appeal, they 
could sell their entire season’s prod- 
uct subject to 20% cancellation, as 
provided by the state law, according 
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PAR SUFFERS NO LOSS |]. Ns ee 
seater ieee! In Dilemma Due to UMPL, Distribs | 


Screen Film for 


Early Selling 


| While bombarding Thurman 

Arnold for action on the United 
Motion Picture Industry plan, with 
several wires having been sent him 
during the past few days, distribu- 
tors on the other hand are prepar- 
ing to go ahead with selling in one 
manner or _ another. Meantime, 
Judge Henry W. Goddard, who 
would have to hold a hearing on 
the UMPI plan, is on a month's 
vacation at his summer home in 
Madison, Conn., but probable that 
he would be willing to interrupt it 
due to the urgency of the UMPI sit- 
uation. 

Twentieth-Fox, which in July be- 
gan selling a block of five pictures 
in decree fashion, during the past 
week screened six additional new 
pictures. Company plans selling 
five of these as group No. 2, while 
‘Tales of Manhattan,’ among those 
screened, will be marketed singly 
at advanced admissions. Twentieth’s 
second block of five films will em- 
brace ‘Berlin Correspondent,’ ‘Ice- 
land,’ ‘Just Off Broadway,’ ‘Careful, 
Soft Shoulder’ and ‘Orchestra 
Wives.’ There will be no delay in 
beginning to sell this second bunch. 

Warner Bros., holding off as long 
as possible in hopes of seeing the 
UMPI plan in effect, next week will 
commence offering five new 1942-43 
pictures as a group, also in line with 
the decree. Company is screening 
them tomorrow (Thursday) and Fri- 
day (14), films being ‘Across the 
Pacific, ‘Now, Voyager,’ ‘Desperate 
Journey,’ ‘Secret Enemies’ and ‘The 
Busses Roar.’ Actual release dates 
on three of these have been set for 
September, 

Understood in trade circles that 
this company as well as Par and 
Metro were toying with the idea of 
going out to sell a group of 13 pic- 
tures such as called for under the 
UMPI plan, thus gambling it would 
go through, but in each case the 
companies decided that this might 
be a dangerous move. 

RKO, which screened five new 
| season’s releases last week, is re- 
ported planning to begin selling next 
week. Pictures already tradeshown 
and ready for peddling as a group 
are ‘Big Street,’ ‘Mexican Spitfire’= 
Elephant,’ ‘Wings and the Woman,’ 
‘Journey Into Fear’ and ‘Highways 
by Night.’ 

Metro, at present holdings sales 
conferences on the Coast, is discuss- 
ing the immediate sale of five as a 
block out of the nine pictures which 
it has already screened. All of the 
nine are for 1942-43 release. 

In a somewhat different position 
than other distributors since it sold 
this season’s product later, plus hav- 
|ing three specials for selling singly, 
| Paramount has no positive plans on 








Island.’ This one, a 42-43 release, 
is being screened for exhibs today 
(Wed.) and selling of it singly will 
start immediately. 

| However, the company has a ter- 
| rific backlog of °42-43 product al- 
| ready completed and is planning to 
i screen 15 of them between Aug. 13 
and 19, so that they will be ready 
for whatever means of merchandis- 
ing is decided upon. Company is in 
good shape so far as film supply for 
its accounts is concerned in the near 
future since, in addition to now hav- 





ing its final (7th) block for cus- 
tomers, it has ‘Holiday Inn,’ sold 
| solo. 


INDIES MOVE TO CURB 
TWIN CITIES’ DUALING 


Aug. 11 
A Northwest Allied committee was 
to meet this week with John J. 
Friedl, Paramount circuit president, 
{to enlist in the fight against 


Minneapolis, 


him in 
| the rapidly growing double feature 
| menace in-Minneapolis and St. Paul 
| indie neighborhood situations. 

| Fried] was to be asked by Harold 
| Field, the committee chairfhan and 
independent circiut owner, to drop 
double features at his downtown 
Minneapolis Aster and St. Paul 
| Tower, the only Twin City loop 
| first-run houses with a twin bill 
| policy and the Paramount circuit’s 
|} lone double-feature theatres in the 
|two towns. Incidentally, the policy 
has been successful in both houses 
and while Fried! opposes double- 


to the opinion of their counsel who} featuring he has contended that in 


point out that the distributors’ re- 
lease from the decree is in 
until ‘a 


Minnesota ure’s validity. 


mea 


effect! in order to have an outlet 
final determination’ of ia foe lower classification releases and 


essential 
for ‘B’ 


| these lone instances it is 


under various other circumstances. 
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THEY'LL BECOME THE TALK OF THE NATION! 


IRV GRANT JEAN ARH 
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EDGAR BUCHANAN 


+ GHORGE STEVENS: 


PRODUCTION AVAILABLE FOR 
(he gave you ‘Woman of the Year’ and ‘Penny Serenade’) LABOR DAY 
Screen play by IRWIN SHAW and SIDNEY BUCHMAN BOOKINGS 


A COLUMBIA PICTURE 
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as 
piller but more recently working for 
CPA certificate, army. 

Georgia Powers, reporter for Press, 
accepted for WAAC officers’ train- 
ing at Des Moines. Before reporting, 
she wrote a series of articles on her 





experiences. 

Harold 
Dave Broudy, former Stanley thea- 
tre ork conductor and now first 
violinist in band there, promoted 
from second to first lieutenant at 
Fort Munroe, Va. 

Charlie Peel, engineer at WJAS, 
merchant marine as radio operator. 

John Bonaguido, bass player with 
Joe Vera’s Men of Music at Hotel 
Roosevelt, and Joe Catizone, trumpet 
with Max Adkins’ house ork at Stan- 
ley, army. 

Bob Bitner, WCAE technician, left 
to take a special course in radio en- 
neering for naval aircraft. 

Louis Perretta, Crescent theatre, 
Mahoningtown, army. 

Peter Lamproplos, assistant man- 
ager Majestic, Philipsburg, and son 
of theatre’s owner, coast guard. An- 
other son, George, former manager 
of the Majestic, now at Officers’ Can- 
didate School, Camp Lee, Va. 

George W. Otte, former Dipson cir- 
cuit manager in East Liverpool, O., 
and son of George S. Otte, Wheeling 
showman, commissioned second lieu- 
tenant at Fort Benning, Ga. 

Duke Moran, Associated Press 
sports writer here, into marines as 
sergeant for training as a combat 
reporter. 


zi 


Coast Enrollments 
Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
Robert Blair, film player, Army. 
Wallace Middleton, talent agent, 
Navy. 
Don Porter, screen player, Army 
Signal Corps. 
Stanley Goldsmith, 
director, Navy. 
George Seagal, film caster, Army. 
Eckert, film technician, 


assistant film 


John 
Army. 
George Segall, film caster, Navy. 

Richard Denning, screen _ actor, 
Navy. 
Joseph Lewis, film director, Army. 


Earl F. Colgrove, film cartoonist, 
Nav) 

Dudley Early, magazine film critic, 
Nevy. 

Grier Johnson, studio electrician, 
N: 

William V. Skall, cameraman, 


Ary Air Force. 
Burton Jones, picture house man- 
ager, Army. 
Bob Shannon, production assistant, 
Army. 
Walter film 


Shenson, publicity, 


Army Air Covps. 


Kenneth C. Carter, fiin. editor, | 
Army Air Corps 
Jack Briggs, screen actor, Army. 


Harry Worth, film player, Army. 

Robert Touyarot, cameraman, 
Coast Guard. 

Memphisites In 
Memphis, Aug. 11. 

Universal lost its head booker and 
assistant, Leonard Andrews’ and 
Bobby Wilkinson, to the Army last 
week. Paramount also lost its book- 
er, Fred Curd. to Uncle Sam. 

Jere Prichard, a femme, is taking 
Curd’s place. Another girl, Celia 


Warren, of National Screen, replaces | 
for a period terminating six months 


Wilkinson, with the senior spot at 
Universal going to. Robert Kilgore 
lormerly with Ross Federal here. 





Three Philly Boys to Colors 
Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 


James Harvey, KYW program de- 
partment, in the glider pilot training 
division of U. S. Army Air Corps 
Reserve. 


Sam Bushman, nitery flack, Army. 
Harold (Buzz) Davis, WDAS pro- 
Sram chief, Army. 





Se Goes Another Mugg 
Charlotte, N. C., Aug. 11. 
Sam _ Jusice, ‘Variety’ correspon- 
dent in Charlotte, N. C., commis- 
Sioned an ensign in U. S. Naval Re- 
serve. 





Jimmy O'Shea, son of E. K. ‘Ted’ | E 
servicemen. 


O'Shea. eastern-southern © division 
Sales manager for Metro, in air corps 
at Ft. Helena, Ark. 





Peekskill Got ’Em 


(Buddy) Broudy, son of| 














ter. Leon Kellman, Alcn Lipscott, ni 

| Heward E. Reinheimer and Billy K.| while Miss Hayworth troupes/charge of the local headquarters. It 

Wells. all of whom are donating their | through Texas with the ‘Hullabaloo’|is planned to have the Canteen in 
red nag . show. operation shortly after Labor Day. 


Film business was well repre- | 
sented during the summer ma-| 
nheuve; i the 12th Regiment. New 
York G ls, during the past two 


Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 








weeks at Peekskill. -Louis Brand? 
brother of Harry Brandt, who man- 
ages the Globe theatre, managed to 
obtain a good motion picture story 
of the camp while serving in the 
regiment. He is making it up into 
a Special reel. 

Joe Shea, tradepaper rep in Hal 
Horne’s office at 20th-Fox: Will 
Yolen, Warner Bros. h.o. exploita- 
tion head, and Elliott McMagnus, 
20th-Fox ad sales, were among the 
filmites at the camp. 





Seattle Contingent 
Seattle, Aug. 11. 
Bill Vandermay, control, and 
Warren McCloy of Continuity at 
KOMO-KJR, are the latest to join 
the Navy. Both are ensigns. 





Bill Duryea, manager No. 1 Fifth 
Avenue Hotel bar, now first lieuten- 
znt in U. S. Army in south. Clifford 
Newdshal, entertainer, same _ spot, 
leaving next week to join U. S. 
Army. 





John L. Washburn, general man- 
ager of the Maplewood theatre, New 
Jersey strawhatter, into the navy as 
ensign. Replaced by Irving Cooper. 


Ist USO Book of Comedy 
Material Now Ready 
For Army, Navy Actors 








Volume 1 of comedy material, com- 
piled and prepared by the Writers 
and Material Committee of USO- 
Camp Shows, for use by 
men, is off the press and being dis- 
tributed by Army and Navy morale 


service- 


officers. Initial print order was. for 
4.000, with 500 of these being held 
in reserve. 

This first 


compilation 


volume, titled ‘At Ease,’ 
is a of 49 ‘blackouts 
handpicked frcm the recent best in 
legit, vaude, radio and pictures, ard 
edited to fit the limitations and re- 
quirements of the servicemen. Each 
sketch includes complete stage di- 
rections, a simple stage chart, and, 
novices, the front of 
a detailed chart 
Most of the ma- 


for the utter 
the 


of stage positions. 


tome includes 


in the service. To 
misuse, each author signed a license 
permitting the use of their material 
by servicemen and the 
Navy are controlling distribution. 
Additional protection includes a 
note on the cover that the material 
is for use exclusively in Military 
and Naval establishments by person- 
nel of the Armed Forces of the US., 
and a note on the flyleaf that ‘This 
book consists of material copyrighted 
under U.S. Copyright Laws and is 
available to the U.S. Army and Navy 
after cessation of hostilities.’ 
Subsequent volumes, all of which 
will probably be called ‘At Ease’ and 
identified by a number, include a 
book of two complete minstrel shows 
with piano parts which will be ready 
for distribution in about two weeks, 
a compilation of musical comedy 
openings, finales, comedy tunes and 
production numbers, ad] dealing with 
life in the service and many of them 
originals, a book of monologs and 
dialogs, a humorous quiz book, an- 
other batch of blackouts and prob- 
ably some more minstrel shows. 
The Writers and Material Com- 
mittee. which was appointed by 
USO-Camp Shows, collaborated with 
the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
in gathering the almost 4,000 scripts 
which are the core of the material 
going to and being prepared for the 
USO-Camp Shows fi- 
nances the printing of the books and 
the office cxpenditures of the Com- 
mittee, which consists of John Shu- 
bert, Lester Hammel, Charles B. 


| Maddock, Hal Block, William Brat- 


service 


'Showmen Filing For 








preclude ence 


Army and|ing of the film 


| 





John Garfield, Bing Crosby, Phil Federal Manpower Commissioner 
'Silvers. Rags Ragland. Bob Burns, | Paul V. McNutt and Senator Claude 
{Burns & Allen, Roy Rogers, Phyllis | Pepper from Florida presented the 
Wells, Four Queens, Three Marin | kudos of official Washington, With 

















Specialists Still In 
Fog Due to D. C. Stall 








Continued f 





operate as an exhibitor liaison field 
force in all sections of the country 





Washington, Aug. 11. and cooperate with state chairmen 
Many veteran Broadway and/ #24 Treasury administrators. Thjs 
; group includes Claude Lee, Major 


Holiywood agents and showmen who 
filed applications for the Army Spe- 
cialists Corps and have heard noth- 
ing are wondering how they rate. 
More than 50,000 filled out applica- 
tions for these over-age jobs—barred 


Leslie Thompson, H. M. Richey, Jules 
Rubens, P. J. Wood, David Palfrey- 
man, Ed Grainger, John Payette, 
Col. Cole, Dave Bershon, J. M. Hone. 

Seven tours will start simultane- 
ously at seven points: San Francfsco, 


patae I gts bi. om : San Jose (Sept. 1): Fresno (2): Dal- 

to thos > status— i , 

¢ oe Sete Ae Soe las and Waco (3); Chicago (4); 

and began to hope. Chatta 5): Philadelphi : 
Executive order creating the attanooga (9); iladelphia (6); 


New York (7), Einfeld is planning 
an eighth tour to cover territory ad- 
jacent to Los Angeles. making Hol- 
lywood an eighth premiere point. 

Objective is to sell $300,000,000 in 
war bond sales in the 300 star ap- 
nearances. 


branch under Dwight F. Davis, for- 
mer Secretary of War, specifically 
Stated that political influence would 
not be a factor in appointments. 
That stopped senators and repre- 
sentatives from mixing in with rec- 
ommendations. 

Today, on Capitol Hill, there are 
loud murmurs that the Specialists 
Corps could stand a look-see from 
an investigating committee. Com- 
plaints filed with members say that 
only Phi Beta Kappas and Sumna 
Cum Laudes need apply for the Spe- 
cialists Corps. Others say that the 
political generals and top ranking 
brasshats are preempting the jobs 
for their friends. Unless you know 
somebody with eagles on his shoul- 
ders it is said to be useless to hope 
for appointment in the Specialists 
Corps. Letters have gone un- 
answered and the Civil Service 
Commission is accused of bungling 





D.C, Prepares 
Washington, Aug. 11. 

Top stars of the motion picture 
industry will arrive in Washington 
on Aug. 31 to open the ‘Stars Over 
America’ $1,000,000,000 War Bonds 
drive during the month of Septem- 
ber 

Secretary of the Treasury Morgen- 
thau will be host at a Hollywood 
luneheon to the motion picture in- 
dustry, with cabinet officials pres- 
ent, a newsreel setup and a pro- 
gram that is designed to give the 





the job of classifying applicants. Military ‘Band’ With 16 
Those with college degrees were * 
rated . preferentially, practical ex- Fiddles, Coast Air Corps 


perience, secondary. 

Specialists must go where as- 
signed. They wear a special uni- 
form with inverted wings insignia. 
Eventually 11,000 are expected to re- Santa Ana, Cal., Aug. 11. 
lieve officers here on desk duty so na : . 
that they can be sent out with com. | The Air Corps band that Capt. 
bat units. |Eddie Dundstedter has assembled 
here might not hawe met with the 


approval of John Philip Sousa or 
Arthur Pryor, but to the gang here 
it's the best doggone outfit in the 
service. What the old masters might 
have resented are the 16 fiddles in 
a military outfit. 

Some of the best instrumentalists 
in the country are in the band, to 
name a few: Harry Blostein, ex- 
concert master of Paramount studio 


Thinks It’s Terrific 








MEDALS FOR ALL 


Kenneth Macgowan Among 
Kudos From Ecuador 





"Em— 





Medal was bestowed Monday (10) 
on Kenneth Macgowan, former 20th- 
Fox producer, for his work in pro- 
moting hemispheric understanding. 


Macgowan is chief of production for| recording orchestra; Serg. Artie 
the motion picture division of the} Bernstein, bass fiddler, late with 
Office of Coordinator of Inter-|Benny Goodman; Serg. Mickey 
American Affairs. Medal was be-| Bloom, trumpeter with Tommy Dor- 


sey; Priv. Marvin Limonic, violinist 
with Los Angeles Philharmonic; 
Priv. Martin Weissner, pianist with 


stowed by the Ecuadorian-American 
{Chamber of Commerce in New York. 
Occasion was the world preem of 























terial requires only three and four) «ppis Is Ecuador,’ the CIAA’s latest | Andre Kostelanetz; Serg. Felix Slat- 
characters, although one skit, ‘The/1¢ mm. contribution to promoting | kin, violinist with Philadelphia Sym- 
Sergeant’s Debut,’ by Howard Dietz, greater knowledge in the U. S. of the |phony; Serg. Manny Stein, bass fid- 
calls for 12 peopie and a couple} goo9q neighbors to the south. Ecua-|dler with Ray Noble; Priv. Mike 
use as many as eight. Every bit|qgorian C. of C. arranged the pre-|Bryan, guitarist with Artie Shaw, 
credits the author, original cast, |miere, which—minus the search-/and Priv. Channing Robbins, ’cellist | 
show and producer. | lights—was the mccoy in miniature.| with Cleveland Symphony. 

Toughesi job, aside from selecting | It included presence of the stars, the 
land revising-the material, was con-|producer and «ssorted celebs and jj) . 
vincing the copyright holders that|an international shortwave radio!|}j D C Canteen | 
their material would not wind up | broadcast. . a 
being used for profit by persons not Borge Hansen-Moller, a Dane. wha + continued from page 4= 














produced the picture for the CIAA, 
was also awarded a medal during the 
broadcast which preceded the screen- 
at the Museum of 
Thomas J. Wat- 


Iness } 


resenting the National Press Club-—— 
ltook part in the forensics. Others 
were the Broadway contingent which 
staged the glamorous buffet supper 
son, prez of International Bu Brock Pemberton presided as post- 
Machine, was another medalist. prandial director and made a most 
—— — amiable m.c. Helen Hayes, who will 

a head the Canteen in her’ native city; 

USO Cuffo Performers Tallulah Bankhead, Selena Royle, 
The following performers did cuffo 


Antoinette Perry, Edna Ferber, Vin- 
ton Freedley, Milton Shubert, Robert 
shows for USO-Camp Shows during 
the past week: 


Modern Art, N. Y. 








Porterfield, John Lodge, James E 
Sauter and William Feinberg were 
among the speakers. 





Sisters. Gloria Jerome, Wally Boag, | the First Lady expressing her deep 
Three Reeds, Henry Therrian, Maud | interest in the project. Only enter- 
Hilton & Co., Bobby Henshaw, Ber- | tainment was provided by the U. S. 


nice Clair, Barr Estes, The Routons,| Navy Band orchestra, with Lucy 
Betty Bryant, Bert Walton & Co.,| Monroe opening the program with 
Hector and Pals, Beverly Lane, Tom |the National Anthem. 


Howard, Bob Evans, Dorothy Day,| From N. Y. and introduced to take 
Leila Flynn, Joe Tamini, Joe May, | bows were: Mrs. Martin Beck, Mar- 
Blossom Sisters, and the orchs of |cus Heiman, Lee Shubert, James 
Gloria Parker, Stan Kenton. Irving | Reilly, Mrs. Lawrence Tibbett, Mr. 
Carroll, Reggie Childs and Snub/|and Mrs. Lawrence Langner, Mrs. Eu- 
Moseley. gene Berger, Mrs. John Lodge, Iso- 
bel Leighton, Fred Marshall, Bill 
Miss MacDonald’s Dualer Fields, Florence Marston, Mrs. Brock 
Jeanette MacDonald, now on a|Pemberton, Solly Pernick, Blanche 
three-week tour of army camps for | Witherspoon, Arthur Richman, Oli- 
USO, will begin an Army Emer-|ver M. Sayler, Lily Clarke, George 
gency Relief tour on Sept. 7. She |Heller and Morris Seamon. There 
will have Guiseppe Bamboschek as | Was a generous attendance of Wash- 
her accompanist on the tour. jington socialites, and the Variety 
Club was represented by Cartes 
Betty Grable and Rita Rayworth | Barron, Sam Wheeler and Chief 
hit the road for USO-Camp Shows/| Barker Vincent Dougherty. 
for two weeks starting Aug. 24. Miss Milton Shubert remains in Wash- 
Grable joins the ‘Hollywood Follies’ ington to take charge of organization 
unit and plays through the Carolinas; work, with Mrs. John B. Stone in 











- D.C. Sendoff for Bond Drive 
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September drive a smashing teeoff. 
As the seven tours of picture 
celebrities are now planned, this 
will be the national capital’s only 
look-see at the stars. They will be 
touring in this territory and some 
may crop in informally. Four of the 
tours are scheduled to wind up in 
New York for the monster show 
planned in that city for Sept. 30 
Maryland, Virginia, Delaware and 
Washington exhibitors met here 
with Government officials Wednes- 
day (5) to plan the Septembei pro- 
grams. John J. Payette, of War- 
ner Bros., and Carter Barron, of 
Loew's, served as co-chairmen. Two 


keynote speakers were Francis S. 
Harmon, co-ordinator of the War 
Activities Committee, and Harry 


Brandt, chairman of the War Ac- 
tivities Field Committee. 

Other speakers who addressed the 
gathering included Lowell Mellett, 
Motion Picture Industry Co-ordi- 
nator for the Office of War. Infor- 
mation; Peter Odegard, Assistant 
Secretary of the Treasury; Monroe 
Greenthal, recently of United Art- 
ists, but now with the War Produc- 
tion Board; Chris Dunphy, chairman 
of the Motion Picture Division, 
WLB; Walter Ruth, Maryland state 
administrator for the Treasury De- 
partment. The three-hour session 
was followed by a buffet luncheon. 





‘Crash Dive’ Co. Raises 25G 
New London, Conn., Aug. 11. 
Two-hour drive in New London, 
Conn., by members of ‘Crash Dive’ 





33% Pledge 


Top industry execs have 
banded together as a ‘$33,000,000 
Commando Committee’ with 
each member pledged to sell 
from $500,000 to $2,000,000 worth 
of bonds by Sept. 1 in connec- 





tion with the ‘Salute to Our 
Heroes’ bond campaign next 
month. 


The special New York Com- 
mittee of ‘Commandos’ includes 
Stanton Griffin, Nicholas M. 
Schenck, Adolph Zukor, N. Peter 
Rathvon, H. G. Place, Spyros 
Skouras, Barney Balaban, Jack 
Cohn, H. J. Yates, Jules Brula- 
tour, Herman Robbins, Will 
Hays, Ed Raftery and Joseph 
Hazen. A Hollywood ‘Com- 
mando’ group is also being 
formed by Henry Ginsberg. 





picture company cast headed by 
Tyrone Power succeeded in raising 
more than $25,000 in a War Bond 
campaign. 

War Bond raising drive was con- 
ducted at the Capitol theatre and 
nearby streets, with Archie Mayo, 
who is directing the 20th-Fox fea- 
ture, Annabella (Mrs. Power), James 
Gleason, Lucille Webster, Charles 





| Grapewin and Mrs. Grapewin assist- 


ing the brief campaign headed by 
Power. 





Chas. P. Skouras’ Cherés 
Los Angeles, Aug. 11. 

California’s end of the. billion- 
dollar drive for War Bonds in the 
film industry will be handled by 
Charles P. Skouras, chief of Fox- 
West Coast theatres. 

Campaign, beginning in Septem- 
ber, will have 15 ccordinators, cov- 
ering the country froin coast io 
coast. Skouras has already started 
his organization working in the 
California sector 

Friedl’s 25c Stamp Pian 
Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

Minnesota Amus. Co. (Paramount) 
has launched a war-saving stamp 
sales plan which John J. Friedl, its 
president, will suggest that all other 
circuits and distributors adopt na- 
tionally. Every employee and guest 
attending«the theatre chain’s daily 
screenings must buy a 25c war-sav- 
ing stamp for admission. 

If the Fried] suggestion is carried 
out nationally by all circuits and dis- 
tributors for every screening it will 
help to boost the sale of war stamps 
substantially, he believes. 








Rep Launches Four 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Republic cuts loose with four new 
pictures this week, beginning today 
(Tues.) with ‘X Marks the Spot,’ pro- 
duced and directed by George Sher- 
man. 

Three others getting the gun are 
the Jane Withers starrer, ‘Johnny 
Doughboy,’ ‘Outlaws of Pine Ridge’ 
and ‘Valley of Hunted Men,’ a con- 
tinuation of the Three Mesquiteers 


series. 
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tivities Committee of the 
Motion Picture Industry, 
1501 Broadway, New York 
City (Room 408), in cooper- 
ation with the Treasury De- 
partment, War Savings Staff. 
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Sponsored by the War Ac- | 





DAYS HATH 











— Thirty fighting days in September for our industry to fulfill the 
obligation that our Government has assigned us. We can make 
history and we will. A BILLION-DOLLAR MONTH is our goal! 
Not just one stunt or two, but something for every day! Not 
just showmanship, but showmanship that sells bonds! Have | 
you read the Campaign Book? Below are suggestions to | 
help plan your own September. For the land we love, FIGHT! | 





| 1. OPENING NIGHT “Salute to our Heroes.” 
| Stop show 4 minutes. (Write for special 
bulletin on “Opening Night Salute.’’) 


| 2. Unveil “Buy A Bond To Honor Every 
Mother’s Son In Service” booth 


3- $1,000 (Bond) Per Plate Breakfast to hop 
Sales 


4. Service Men’s Photo Gallery in Lobby 

3. Hero Rally in City Square 

6. Big Stunt with Department Stores 

7. Bond Rally in Churches 

8. Luncheon to bond booth salesladies ~ 

9. Free Ticket To Every Bond Buyer Today 
10. Erect sale indicator in square 

Tl. Labor Day Rallies; cooperate with labor 
12. War Mothers’ Night 


13. Dedicate city service flag 





, 15. Launch third week with city-wide half- 
q *holiday 


14. Tie up all radio stations 





16. Every newspaper ad carries bond drive copy 
17. War Wives and Sweethearts Nights 


18. Honor Departing Selectees—Parade 





19. Bond Banks-on-wheels touring city 
20. Buy Bond To Honor Boys on Warship 


named for your City or State 


21. Wat Stamp Matinees 
22. Dedicate Victory House in square 
23. Another War Mothers’ Night (weekly, 


24. Tie up stores for a day to give away your 
postal cards to bond buyers 


25. American Legion Day... parades...mass | 
meetings | 


26. Factory Day—payroll allotment promotion 


27. Bonds For Immediate Delivery—promote 
issuing agent theatres 


2B. Only $.oocccccnune wut go to hit quote 


29. Last Stand Battle for Quota 


30. Great final rally—uniting all groups and 
whole city:..torchlight parade... rallies 
all over town... quota...Victory 


| FIGHT! i's our industry's SECOND FRONT! 


" 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Flying back from Hollywood with Carlton Duffus, chief of the War 
Bonds Motion Picture division, Treasury Dept., 6n Friday (7), 
Eugene Murphy of Universal, Bob Doman of 20th Century, Conrad Krebs 
of RKO, Dick Hyland of Warner Bros. and Mervin Hauser of Para- 
mount. Studio publicity boys huddled with Robert Coyne, director of 
Field division, Treasury, Larry Olney and Ralph Engelsman of the 
Morganthau forces. Particular attention was paid to routing’ the stars to 
war materials factories. Screen Writers Guild and the Hollywood Vic- 
tory committee have provided the Treasury with snappy three-minute 
speech seripts for these Hollywood speakers. An organization comprising 
at least 1,000 men of the motion picture industry is preparing these 
September plans, with all convinced that the billion dollar quota will be 
surpassed. 








Angling for film rights to Dmitri Shostakovich’s Seventh Symphony by 
Hollywood included spirited bidding by Coast talent agents, with the Wil- 


liam Morris office nabbing the plum via the USSR consulate in Hollywood, | 


Understood that Dimitri Tiomkin helped swing deal to the Morris office 
as result of his drag via chairmanship of L. A. chapter of Russian War 
Relief. 

As in the NBC deal for the radio premiere of the Soviet composers’ 
work, wherein the first that Am-Rus Music Corp.,. which has domestic 
rights to all Soviet music, knew of the network scoop was when Moscow 
so advised, the film deal was being handled by Am-Rus in New York until 
work came through that the diplomats had given the Morris office the 
nod. USSR is insisting upon right to okay final shooting script and will 
provide any actual war film that is required. 


Where Fanchon & Marco heretofore operated the Roxy, N. Y., on a $750 
fee, plus percentage, Jack Partington individually now will thus function, 
as co-executive with A. J. Balaban, in the new management of the the- 
atre. Partington, while a v.p. of F&M, will operate as a free agent, al- 
though he still retains his interests in F&M which operates other theatres 
and maintains other activities. 


F&M is removing its offices from the Roxy to the Associated Press Bldg. 
in Rockefeller Center. Irving Lesser remains as managing director as 
does the bulk of the staff, the major changes being on top, with Balaban 
and Partington to operate the house for 20th Century-Fox Film instead of 
F&M. While Aug. 28 marks the expiration of F&M’s deal, latter continues 
until Balaban can get set, and that won't be until late fall. 





Questioning in recent examination before trial of Robert Riskin, as 
one of the defendants in a plagiarism suit involving the production of 
‘Meet John Doe,’ was objected to in an affidavit filed in N. Y. federal 
court. The original action was brought on by Robert Shurr and Pat 
Leonard, authars of the play, ‘The Stuffed Shirt,’ allegedly pirated by 
the defendants which include Warner Bros., Frank Capra and Riskin, re- 
spectively producer, director and writer of the film. The affidavit claims 
the plaintiffs querying into the finances, profits, contractual relations, etc., 
is unwarranted since such explanations are justifiably withheld until an 
infringement has been proven. 


China wants Hollywood films for the 110 picture*houses still operating 
outside of the Japanese occupied zone. Delegation representing the Chi- 
nese Government Film Mission, currently visiting picture. studios, told 
producers that public morale in the Far East demands that these few 
theatres be kept cpen with American pictures, suitable to the Chinese 
trade. Film Mission asked cooperation in the supply of films, not only 
for theatrical use but for projection by mobile units for the entertain- 
ment of the Chinese army. 


Scenes for two pictures have been shot at the Saratoga track since the 
month-long meeting began. George Ackerson, of Warners, had a crew of 
15 filming local inserts for Edna Ferber’s ‘Saratoga Trunk.’ The 1942 
scenes, showing the mineral springs, the Broadway hotels and the track 
with a crowd in attendance, will be introduced into ‘Trunk’ by a commen- 
tator. Universal also making background shots for an Abbott & Costello 
feature. 


‘Mr. Blabbermouth’ will go out to exhibitors at usual short rentals,, 
Metro has announced, with all profits donated to the Red Cross. This 
is the first of five shorts which Metro is producing at the request of the 
U.S. Studio overhead and distribution costs will not be charged against 
the productions, Metro announces, with only out-of-pocket expenses de- 
ducted. Remainder goes to the Red Cross. 


Paramount hopes to have nationally known columnists make the jour- 
ney to the Marine Corps base at Quantico, Va., for the premiere of ‘Wake 
Island.’ Caryl N. Odell is in Washington now trying to interest Mark 
Sullivan, Raymond Clapper, David Lawrence, Paul Mallon, Frank R. 
Kent, Ray Tucker and other syndicate writers in the Marine Corps 
Special. Opening is set for Aug. 24 


C. J. ‘Pat’ Scollard, executive assistant to Neil F. Agnew, v.p. over dis- 
tribution, has taken on the handling of labor matters for Paramount in 
addition to various sales duties. On the legal side, George Barry rep- 
resents the company on unions. Scollard flew in from the Coast Friday 
morning (6) after discussing the labor situation on the Coast. 


Paramount wanted to make a charity fund tieup with the Marines for 
its ‘Wake Island,’ but discovered that unlike Navy and Army Emergency 
Relief there’s no such fund for the Marines. Latter get whatever they 
need out of Navy Relief. 


In response to question on a preview card issued in connection with 
showing of ‘Wake Island’ asking ‘Were you interested in the picture”’,’ one 
fan retorted: ‘Are you kiddin’?’ 


Admission scales at army post theatres cut, effective Saturday (9), from 
20c to 15c, and coupon book cost lowered to $1.20 for 10 ducats. The 
books formerly sold for $1.40. 


omen 
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An Open LETTER To MGM: 
THE [jana Turner Buues 


WAS COMPOSED IN HONOR OF MISS TURNER BY: 
BILLY HAYES - CHARLES GUNTHER 














“Think your Lana Turner song is very good.” 
HOWARD STRICKLING. 


THIS SONG WOULD BE GREAT; PUBLICIZED WITH HER 
NEXT PICTURE. THE COMPOSERS. 





were | 























White-Collarites es | 


also figured in the Sunday session, as 
well as all prior meetings. 








Newark, Aug. 11. 
CIO field representative ‘“eonard' 
H. Goldsmith announced here Friday 


between United Theatrical & Build- 
ing Service Employees’ Local Indus- 
trial Union and Warner Brothers 
Corp. covering employees in Warner | 
theatres in Passaic County. Frank 
Damas, company spokesman, said the 
agreement had been reached but not 
signed. 

Goldsmith said the contract, the 
‘first for the CIO with the company 
jin the country, covers’ cashiers, 
ushers, porters, cleaners, matrons, 
chief of service and doormen. It 
| provides seniority rights, grievance 
| machinery, increased vacations with 
| pay and wage increases of 10 to 22c! 
}an hour, according to Goldsmith. 

The union, Goldsmith added, was 
prepared to open negotiations for 
employes in Essex, Hudson, Union 
and Bergen counties. He said the 
Tnion had filed a petition for cer- 
tification with the National Labor 
Relations Board, with a hearing on 
the union’s claim that it represents 
a majority of workers in the four 
North Jersey counties scheduled for 
yesterday afternoon .(10). 











RANKS OF NW 
ALLIED 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

With dissension in Northwest Al- 
lied ranks increasing, plans are in 
the making here for the formation of 
a rival independent exhibitors’ body 
S. G. Lebedoff, a stormy petrel who 
formerly was Northwest Allied’s 
Minneapolis governor and treasurer, 
until retired last year after a tiff 
with W. F. Rodgers, Metro sales v-p., 
is one of the prime movers. 

Present malcontents, for the most 
part, feel that Northwest Allied now 
is Operated solely for the benefit of 
the larger independent circuit own- 
ers instead of ‘the little fellows’ who, 
it’s charged, are not getting any good 
out of the organization as it present- 
ly functions: However, 
recent resignations have been large- 








WB's CIO Deals in Jersey | 


DISSENSION IN 


principal | 





ly those of important circuit owners. 


intention to step out is W. R. Frank, 
co-owner of one of the territory’s 
largest and most successful inde- 
pendent chains and also associated 
with William Dieterle and others in 
the production of pictures. He's 
peeved because the organization has 
refused to go to bat for him indi- 
vidually in several instances involv- 


One of the latest to announce his! 





ing clearance and other matters. He 
feels that the body is more con- 


are regarded as its 
one of whom is a high-up officer. 





Spokesmen for the insurgents be- 
lieve that the body should concern 
|itself with film rentals, buying and 
|individual deals, and they charge 
that the organization 
the small exhibitor’s 
|heart.” The 

| has made it clear that it thinks that 
| it devolves upon every 
| negotiate his own deal. 
| Northwest Allied will survive, re- 


the organization of an ‘opposition’ 
independent exhibitors’ association. 
declares Fred Strom, the body’s ex- | 
ecutive secretary. The fact that the! 
independents are fighting among 
themselves, however. is deplored inj; 
'exhibitor circles here. | 


| “There'll always be a Sterthwest | 
| Allied,’ asserts Strom. “The organi- 
zation is bigger than any one inde-' 
| pendent or any half-dozen of them. 
There have been only a comparative- 
iy handful of resignations. The vast 
'majority of the state’s independents 
{are still members and will remain in 
ithe fold. In consequence of the for- 
jmation of the Central States Con- 
'ference Northwest Allied will con- 





cerned with protecting the interests | 
of certain competitors who presently | 
guiding hands, 


‘no longer has | 
interests at | 
present administration | 


exhibitor to | 


} 
igardless of a ‘few’ resignations or 





| tinue to expand and be more power- 


ful and influential. We are not 


rried.’ | 


Mols.-St. Paul Nabe and Suburban 
Indies Move for Quicker Clearance 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 


Twin City independent neighbor- 


| hood and suburban exhibitors are 
(7) the completion of an agreement! demanding a change in clearance so 


that the protection enjoyed by the 
downtown first runs oves them will 
start at the end of the first week of 
the loop showing instead of at the 
conclusion of the run, as at present. 
A Northwest Allied committee now is 
negotiating the matter with the dis- 
tributors. 

It's charged that the present plan 
is ‘unfair and arbitrary’ because it 
deprives the subsequent-run neigh- 
borhood houses of pictures for an 
excessively long period and carries 
the danger of product shortages if 
Hollywood production continues to 
be curtailed. 

Many pictures now run from two 
to four weeks, and longer, down- 
town, moving from one house to an- 
other for an extension of the first 


run and these films now~do not be- | 


come available for the independent 
uptown and suburban houses until 
50 or 60 days from the end of the 
first run, depending on the amount 
of protection. 

It’s claimed that the present plan 
is costing the independents many 
thousands of dollars a year because 
people in many instances don’t want 
to wait so long to see the films and 
also because the ‘edge’ is worn off 
the attraction and many of the fa- 
vorable effects of the good impres- 
sion and exploitation campaign are 
worn off by the time they arrive 
at the nabes. It’s bad enough to 
have the pictures ‘milked’ downtown 
and at affiliated circuit ‘houses be- 
fore reaching them, according to the 
indies’ plaint. 





16 Days Cut te 3 


Albany, N. Y., Aug. 11. 

Former Supreme Court Justice 
Joseph Rosch, as arbitrator, ordered 
a cut to three days in the clearance 
for Schine’s Colonia, in Norwich, 
over the Smalley’s in Sidney. Pre» 
ent clearance is 14 days. Case was 
brought last December, a number 
of hearings being held. Costs of the 
arbitration were assessed propor- 
tionately among the complainants— 
Smalley Theatres, Inc., the _ in- 


tervenor, the Schine circuit. and five ' 


distributing. companies. They are 


Paramount, Metro, 
and Warners, 


Hearing dates have been fixed and 
arbitrators chosen in the three cases 
instituted by Smalley Theatres of 
Cooperstown against the Big Five 


RKO, 20th-Fox 


involving clearance’ granted to 
Schine’s Balace and Oneonta in 
Oneonta, over Smalley’s Coopers- 


town; to Schine’s Glove, in Glovers- 
ville, over Smalley’s house in near- 
by Johnstown; and to the Schine 
theatres in Oneonta over Smalley’s 
Delhi. ‘Maximum relief’ is sought in 
all three cases. The clearance in 
the first is 14 days; in the other two, 
30. The Schine circuit has filed as 
an intervenor, as it did in the first 
ase Smalley brought on clearance 
for the Colonial, in Norwich, over 
| Smal ley’s in Sidney. 

| Loew’s, Paramount, RKO, 20th 
jand WB named. First hearing Aug. 
117. 








Engler Bros. Vs. Par 
Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

Charging that the Paramount cir- 
cuit’s 49-day clearance here over 
their theatres is ‘unreasonable,’ 
Engler Bros., owners of the only 
two theatres at Hopkins, Minn., lo- 
cal suburb located 11 miles from the 
city, has filed a complaint with Ar- 
bitration. They want the board to 
fix a ‘reasonable’ clearance. Those 
named in the complaint are Para- 
mount, Metro, 20th, Warner Bros. and 
RKO. 


4 Other Bldgs. Razed 


In Texas Theatre Fire 
San Marcos, Tex., Aug. 11. 


Four buildings were damaged here 
seriously in an outbreak of fires that 
| swept over the downtown district 
during the weekend. A fire that 
had its origin in the walls back of 
a blow fan destroyed the balcony 
of the Palace and damaged several 
other nearby stores. 


Film operator Alex Mitchell was 
severly burned about the hands 
Saturday when the Texas theatre 
caught on fire. The fire was caused 
by a broken film in the projection 
booth which was completely de- 
molished. 
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i New York -Theatres 














BEG. FRI... AUG. 14 
BARBARA STANWYCK 
George Brent @ Geraldine Fitzgeraid 


in 
“The Gay Sisters” 
Warner Bros. New Hit 
IN PERSON 
Swing and Sway With 
Sammy Kaye 
AND HIS OBCHESTRA 


Also 
The Nonchalants—The Sterner Sisters 
i’ way 


Air 
Conditioned 47th st. 








The Mighty Story 
of Today—The 


PIED PIPER 


Plee a Big Tth Ave 
Stage Show R oO x Y & 50th MM. 





aX 

















Starts Thurs., Aug. 13 
ORSON WELLES’ 


Sensational lJram 


“The MAGNIFICENT 
f AMBERSONS’’ 


CAPITOL fmt: 


5 lst ST. 


JAMES CAGNEY 


As George M. Cohan in 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy” 


Warner Bros. Success 


HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


All Seats Reserved — Twice Daily, 2:45-8:45 
Air Conditioned. G'way, Sist St. Ci. 7-5545. 





MUSIC HALL 


“BAMBI? 


Spectacular Stage Productions 





RADIO 
cITy 








LOEW'S Starts Thur., Aug. 13 
STATE Times William POWELL 
Sa. Hedy LAMARR 
Last Times Wed. In M-()-M's 
Merma SHEARER 


Rebt. TAYLOR CERES 
in M-¢;- M's 
‘HER CARDBOARD In Person 
LOVER’ 


BOBBY BYRNE 
And His Oreh 


Pius Many Others 





In Person 
BittL ROBINSON 

























‘PALACE:""”: 


Sfantsa tvumunanye. 


DAMON RUNYON’S! i*thea! 


lLeve Ste ~ 


“THE BIG STREET” 


Henry FONDA @ = Laecille BALI 














SAMUEL GOLDWYN PRESENTS 


GARY COOPER in 
THE PRIDE OF 
THE YANKEES 


(The Life ef Low Gehrig) 
Released Threugh RK O-Radie Pictures. Ine. 


Air > B'way Poepuler Prices 
Cooled ASTOR & 435th Midzight Shows 
Continuous Perfermances 











PARAMOUNT 


fAidnight 
Feature 











‘BRILLIANT—A HIT’—Andersen, —— 
SOc $1 & $1.50 vax 
Sat. Nights Only Séc. te $2.59 Pius Tax 


Aue Henie & Arthar M. Wirtz present 
A NEW MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER Teeates. ng ee Ceater 


America’s Sal +44 Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sum. 6:40 Mats. Wed..Sat. and San. 
Ne Monday Pertermance. ALWAYS CooL 











Sern pee ene 
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Bigger Gross, Smaller Net Is Fiscal 
Story for RCA's First Six Months 





Despite the fact that gross income 
was $90,095,593 or about $22,000,000 
higher than last year, Radio Corp. 
of America net profit in the first six 
months this year amounted to $3,- 
024,121, or $1,076,874 less than ir 
comparable period of 1941. Com- 
pany’s provision for Federal income 
taxes totalled $11,907,80@ as against 
$5,657,700 in the first half of 1941. 
RCA figured normal income taxes at 
45% and excess profit tax at 90%. 

How the decline in net profit af- 
fected the common shares is re- 
vealed by the statement of earnings 
applicable to the common. This is 
figured as equivalent to 10.2c per 
common share as compared with 
19.9c a share in the first half of 1941. 

RCA report covering the second 
quarter ending last June 30 shows 
net income of $993,133, as against 
$2,178,921 in corresponding quarter 
last year. Total gross income for the 
quarter amounted to $45,320,038, as 
compared with $36,051,985 in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1941. 

In both the second quarter and the 
full six months, the report shows 
materially higher cost of goods sold, 
general operating, development, sell- 
ing and administrative expenses as 
compared with a year ago. For ex- 
ample, for the full six months, this 
item amounted to $73,063,794, as 
against $57,217,546 in the 1941 half. 


BIRDS-EYE INTO 
SPOT FIELD 
IN FALL 


Birds-Eye Frosted Food (General 
Foods) moves into the spot field this 
fall. It’s buying program participa- 
tions, minute announcements and 
chainbreaks through Young & Rubi- 
cam. 

With canned goods hit hard by 
wartime priorities important devel- 
opments are expected from the 
frosted food field° and there is a 
possibility of Birds-Eye becoming an 
all-year-around account in radio. 


BRADY COMEDY SHOW 
STARTS (14) ON CBS 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

New musical revue, with Fred 
Brady as comedian, begins Friday 
(14) from WBBM-CBS studios in 
Chicago and will be broadcast every 
Friday thereafter from 7 to 7:30 
P.M., CWT. 

Talent line-up includes Franklyn 
MacCormack as_ announcer, 
Robbins, canary, 
vocalist, Les Paul, electric guitar 
and Caesar Petrillo’s orchestra. Les 
Mitchel produces the series, 


- 

















NBC’s Mexican Stations 


San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

A total of 14 stations in 
have been added to the NBC Pan 
American Network now bringing 
the total of the goodwill web to 139 
stations in North, Central and South 
America. 

Heading the list is KEW, key sta- 
tion in the Mexican hookup, which 
is one of Mexico’s powerful station’s 
with a power of 100,000 watts. Other 
affiliates are XEKJ, Acapulco (250 
watts); XEBJ, Ciudad Victoria (100 
watts); XEJT, Celaya: XESA, Culia- 


Mexico 


can (500); XEBO, Irapuato (600); 
XEDW, Minatitlan (250); XEGL, 
Navojoa (500); XETQ, Orizaba 


(250); XEMU, Piedras Negras (250): 
XETL, Tuxpan (250); XERK, Tepic 
(100); XEUF, Uruapan: XEU, Vera 
Cruz (500) and XEGC, Zamora 
(100). 


News of ‘Chateau Hogan’ 
Chicago, Aug. 11. ° 
‘Chateau Hogan,” WGN comedy 
series, will henceforth be heard 
Thursdays, from 8:30 to 9 p.m. CWT, 
instead of Wednesday evenings. 
Kenneth MacGregor produces pro- 
gram; Beb Trendler and WGN or- 
chestra supply the music. 


Gale 
Russ Brown, male | 


vv 


AFRA Shouldn’t Be So 
Amused About Overtime, 
Says Joe Miller, N.A.B. 


Washington. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Those amused AFRA executives, 
to whom you referred on page 27 of 
your current issue, might stop chuck- 
ling at what they think is the sad 
plight of radio if they took the time 
to read interpretative Bulletin No. 
8, as revised in November, 1940, by 
the Wage and Hour Division. 


What Interpretative Bulletin No. 
8 says, in brief, is that the provisions 
of labor contracts don't mean a thing 
if they are not in line with the Wage 
and Hour Act or the Rules and Reg- 
ulations established for its adminis- 
tration. For all practical purposes, 
the Wage and Hour Division's inter- 
pretatidns of the Act might as well 
be added, in this respect, to the text 
of the Act and the Rules and Regu- 
lations. 


Hence, if the Wage and Hour Di- 
vision clearly interprets the Act to 
mean that talent fees must be added 
to base salary in determining over- 
time in all cases, those provisions of 
AFRA contracts which say that 
overtime is to be determined on base 
salary alone might well prove to be 
meaningless. 

Please do not interpret this as 
meaning that I, in any way, want to 
discourage stations from signing up 
with AFRA. But AFRA shouldn't 
try to kid the broadcasters into be- 
lieving that signing an AFRA con- 
tract will relieve them of the talent 
fee problem under the Wage and 
Hour Act. You can search the Act 
with a fine tooth comb without find- 
ing any provisions which exempts 
employees having union contracts in 
any respect, and aforementioned 
Interpretative Bulletin No. 8 puts the 
clincher on it. 


(In hasty parenthesis, may I say 
that the above paragraph must be 
modified to point out that there is 
some leniency in the overtime. pro- 
visions for those employers holding 
union contracts who are engaged in 
seasonal industries such as fruit 
packing, canning, etc. By no stretch 
of the imagination could such ex- 
emption be applied to radio.) 

AFRA, I believe, should share our 
concern about this matter. One sta- 
tion that has been hit by the ‘gross 
earnings’ interpretation as expressed 
by a local Wage and Hour Inspector, 
‘already has decreed that no an- 
|nouncer in the station under any 
| circumstance shall work more than 
i forty hours a week—on commercials 
and sustainers combined. This has 
had the effect of reducing the weekly 
|‘take home’ of that station’s an- 








}nouncers considerably, to their ex- | 


|} pressed sorrow. 

If the Wage and Hour Division 
makes the overtime-on-gross-earn- 
ings interpretation stick, I think this 
procedure will be followed in a great 
many stations, including those which 
have contracts with AFRA. 

There are other complications to 
this extremely complex problem 
which I hope to have an opportunity 
to discuss with AFRA officials at an 
j}early date. Meantime, we are going 














‘Stars of Tomorrow’ 
LEONARD WARE TRIO 


Currently in their 13th week at 


Kelly's Stables, New York...and 
continuing indefinitely. 

Les Paul, of Music and Rhythm 
said: ‘This combination...great... 
deserves attention and praise.” 

Exclusive Management 
LOUISE CRANE 
113 West 57th St., New York 


CBS VOTES A 
30c DIVIDEND 


Columbia’s board of directors last 
week voted a 30c. dividend on Class 
A and Class B stock of $2.50 par 
value. 

Dividend is payable Sept. 4, 1942, to 
stockholders of record at close of 
business on Aug. 21, 1942. 


Earlier Return of ‘Shadow’ 
Probably Due to Stress On 
Coal Heat in Wartime 


With the Government urging peo- 
ple with oil-burning heaters to re- 
place them with coal furnaces be- 
cause of the growing oil shortage in 
the East, D., L. & W. Coal Co. will 
probably return ‘The Shadow’ pro- 
gram to the air within the next 
couple of weeks, instead of waiting 
until later in the fall, as previously 
intended. Idea is to plug the sale of 
Biuecoal. Ruthrauff & Ryan is the 
agency. 

Series will presumably return to a 
Sunday night spot on Mutual. 
Whether or not Bill Tuttle will again 
be able to direct it is uncertain, as 
his duties with the A. & S. Lyons 
agency have been considerably in- 
creased with the recent departure of 
|Don Stauffer to head the Ruthrauff & 
Ryan radio department, Scripts for 
‘The Shadow’ are 
Jerry McGill and Sid Sloan, 
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NEW MONICKER 


Miss Timmie Hindman has 
changed her name to Timmie Hyler. 

She is now appearing in ‘Amanda 
of Honeymoon Hill’ for the Hum- 
merts. 





ito get out a special bulletin to advise 
our members how we feel about this 
whole matter. I will be glad to send 
you a copy. 


Joseph L. Miller, 
} Director of Labor Relations 








Stack-Goble Agency Folds; Owes 


NBC Web 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

The Stack-Goble agency has folded, 
Owing NBC $120,000 in accumulated 
billings for time, principally on the 
Lewis-Howe account. NBC has in- 
dicated that it will seek to collect 
the money from the estate of Ed- 
ward R. Goble, who died three 
months ago. The estate, NBC under- 
| stands, was in debt to the agency 
for a huge sum of money. Goble 
inamed his 27-year-old son, Alden 
sole heir. 

The agency was organized just 50 
| years ago. J. L. Stack, senior part- 
iner, died 14 years ago. Among its 
| accounts were Swift & Co., Sante 
| Fe, Lewis-Howe and Sears Roebuck 
| & Co. Many of its executive per- 
promg has already found jobs with 
other agencies. 





$120,000 in Billings 


Bushleague Steelmakers 


Groom for Draft Vacancies 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 

Taking a cue from baseball’s big 
Jeaguers, Wheeling’s Musical Steel- 
makers have set up a farm system 
to groom replacements for musicians 
lost in the draft. At present, there 
are 10 ’teen-aged youngsters in the 
fold rehearsing regularly to step in 
at a minute’s notice. 

They call themselves the Bush 
League Steelmakers. 








Louisville’s 3d She-Spieler 
Louisville, Aug 11. 
Third local station to take on 
femme announcer is WINN. New 
gal spieler is Barbara Jane Lang. 
Fan mail for the new femme voice 
has been rather heavy. 





yeing written by} 


CBS Consolidated Income Statement 





Gross Income from 
sale of facilities, 
talent, lines, rec- 
GO: GO0.. - cncsess eoeegeccers 

Less: Time discount 
and agency com- 


Deduct: 
Operating ex- 
penses and cost of 
goods sold ...... $13,411,214.84 
Selling, general 
and administra- 
tive expenses .. 
Provision for de- 
preciation and 
amortization ..... 


4,429, 180.58 


502,051.98 


Miscellaneous I n « 


Provision for Fed- 
eral income and 
excess profits taxes 
—calculated wun- 
der the Revenue 
nue Act of 1941— 
Note 1: 
Income taxes ... $1,062,500.00 
Excess profits 
taxes 


July 4, 1942 (26 weeks) 


$30,901,661.94 


18,342,447.40 


s $4,083,969.96 





759,000.00 1,821,500.00 


Six Months Ending 
June 28, 1941 (26 weeks) 


~ 


$29,134,.776.05 





missions, record 

returns, allow- 

ances and _ dis- 

et mre Rwy eee Fk 8,578 423.63 
$22,426,417.36 $20,556,352.42 


$11,487,004.30 


4,236,693.34 


380,717.36 








16,104,415.00 


$4,451,937.42 








come (Net) ...... eudeeeeeece 53,768.54 17,291.64 
Profit before Fed- 
eral income taxes......++++++ $4,137,738.50 $4,469, 229.06 


$1,100,171.69 


933,859.88 2,034 ,031.57 





Supplemental pro- 
vision for esti- 
mated additional 
Federal income 
and excess 
profits taxes 
chargeable to the 
1942 period—cal- 
culated under the 
proposed Revenue 
Bill of 1942, passed 
by the House of 
Representatives, * 
July 20, 1942 


eeeeeeeeeeeeee 


Profit for ae 


Earnings per share.............$ 
(Calculated upon the 1,716,277 
shares of $2.50 par value 
stock outstanding at July 4, 
1942.) 

Notes: 


justed in this respect. 





August 5, 1942. 


2,316,238.50° 


668,500.00 


1,647,738.50 


$2,435,197.49 


$2,435,197.49 


.96 $ 1.42 


1. The earnings previously reported for the 1941 period have been ad- 


2. The 1942 results are subject to year end adjustments and to audit 
at the end of the year by Certified Public Accountants. 


FRANK K. WHITE, 
Treasurer. 





SALES PROMOTIONIST 
AS PROGRAM EXEC 


Washington, Aug. 11. 
John Heiney, sales promotion man- 
ager at WJSV, Washington, since 
1938, has been upped to acting pro- 
gram director in place of Richard L. 
Linkroum, who was called into ac- 
tive service with the Navy. 
No replacement set for 
promotion berth. 


HOW THEY GOLF 





Heiney’s 





| Singer, General Manager and Page 
Boy are WCCO’s 1, 2, 3 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 





With a score of 82, Hal Garvin, 
|singer, won the WCCO annual golf 
| tournament. 

| W.E. Forbes, station general man- 
lager, and Jim Sparrow, page boy, 
came in second and third. 


Communist on WCCO 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

WCCO gave over time to a mem- 
ber of the American Communist 
|Party, ‘Mother’ Elia Bloor, 80 years 
|old and one of its leaders, to appeal 
over the air for establishment of a 
second front against the Nazis. 

‘Mother’ Bloor was interviewed by 
Darragh Aldrich on the latter’s daily 
women’s program. She _ ad-libbed 
most of her dramatic answers. 











Lone Star Brew Adds Show 
San Antonio, Aug. 11. 
The Lone Star Brewing Co., heavy 
user of local air time, will sponsor a 
new transcribed program over sta- 
tion KTSA, to be titled ‘Let’s Take a 
Look in Your Mirror.’ 
Handled thrvuugh Conroy agency. 








PLAN AMBITIOUS 
FALL SETUP 
FOR RIGGS 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

New formuia concocted for 
Tommy Riggs in the Swan s0ap 
summer spot has so impressed Lever 
Bros. and Young & Rubicam agency 
that there is serious talk of con- 
tinuing the program in the fall as 
a supplemental entry to Burns and 


Allen, who ~esume in early 
October. 
Credit for revived interest in 


Riggs and his Betty Lou character 
goes to the writing staff, headed by 
Sam Perrin and Jack Douglas. To 
keep the present setup intact, Y. & R. 
has put under agency contract two 
stock players, Wally Maher and 
Verna Felton, an unusual procedure 
in that it is generally reserved for 
name players. Agency is hopeful 
that if Swan decides against a 
double air bill, another sponsor 
won't be difficult to line up for the 
Riggs show. 


MORE STATIONS GET 
‘CLARA, LU ’N’ EM’ 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
‘Clara, Lu ’n’ Em,’ WBBM-CBS 
show, this week adds 28 new Ssta- 
tions to network. } 
Debuted on network June 8 with 
a 14-station hook-up. They are spon- 
sored by Pillsbury Flour. 
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~ Ralph Foote’s Slap at Sales Reps 





Has Party at N. Y. Club 


for Stations, But Brokers 


Not Welcome 


+ 
vr 








Beechnut Packing has during the 
past week been issuing reservation 
for six spots a week, effective Sept. 15, 
through the Newell-Emmett agency, 
while station reps continue to be 
persona non grata with the account. 
Ralph Foote, the Beechnut Co.’s ad- 
vertising manager, wants every bit 
of the proposed business placed 
directly with the stations. 

Foote’s initial step in giving the 
reps the cold shoulder was to invite 








On the Other Hand— 


Station reps took time out fre- 
quently during the course of 
last week to purr their apprecia- 
tion over a letter they had re- 
ceived from the secretary of Ted 
Fisher, time buyer for the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency. 
What had plunged the reps into 
deep and almost tearful senti- 
mentality was the sudden dis- 
covery of a time buyer who 
actually went out of his way to 
thank a rep for a chore well 
done. 

Isabel Gayner, the secretary, 
wrote that her boss had left in- 
structions as he departed for his 
vacation that she write the reps 
expressing his appreciation for 
their cooperation the week be- 
fore in setting up the Rinso 
schedules. With the reps’ help, 
said the letter, Fisher was able 
not only to complete the 11th- 
hour task but to get away on the 
prearranged date for his 
vacation. 











an extensive list of broadcasters to 
meet him and Dave Brown, agency 
exec on the account, at the Lotus 
Club, N, Y., last Friday evening (31). 
Foote’s invitation prornised that re- 
freshments would foilow. Foote 
later explained that the reason he 
wanted to deal directly with station 
managers was that they could give 
him quicker service on availabilities 
and also to establish a closer rela- 
tion of customer and seller. Some of 
the invited station men who couldn't 
appear mailed the availabilities to 
their station reps. Foote and the 
agency refused to give an audience | 
taéte reps. The latter were told that 
they might, if they wished, submit 
the availability lists by mail or mes- 
senger. 


FIVE MINUTES OF GAGS 





AHEAD OF RAY SWING! 





The Blue Network will 
Raymond Gram Swing’s 
with comedy news comment. 
web is bringing back 
January’ 
lone) for 
p.m.) 
face 


warm up| 
entrance 
The 


a five-minute spot (9:55 
across the board. The black- 
team will also disseminate ad- 
vice, such as how to read newspa- 
pers in a blackout and what to do 
when a parachute doesn’t open. 


Swing doesn’t start for the Blue 
until Sept. 26, but Molasses and 
January begin their series this Mon- | 
day (17). 


ary Moore to WN. Y. 


For NBC Morning Show 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Garry Moore, for years a Chicago 
ether m.c. and comedian. moves to 
New York to assume top spot in 
NBC’s new morning program tem- 
porarily titled ‘Show Without a 
Name.’ 

Program will be titled by listeners, 
each station holding an individual | 
contest to pick handle, and award- | 
ing local prizes, 
war bond will be awarded the final | 
winner. 

Howard Petrie, NBC announcer, 
will be Moore’s straight man; Irving 
Miller and his orchestra will furnish | 
background music. Also to be se- 
lected will be a choral group or trio, 
male and female vocalists. 


MBS Aiding YMCA’s Drive 
To Send Yank Prisoners 
Music and Instruments 


Mutual network is helping the 
Young Men’s Christian Association 
Friday (14) with a half hour at 11:30 
p.m. Meyer Davis will make an ap- 
peal, on behalf of the Y.M.C.A.’s War 
Prisoners Aid, for musical instru- 
ments and music. There are some 
30,000 Yanks prisoners of war at 
present. 

‘Music for Heroes’ will include a 
dramatization with Alexander Kirk- 
land, and Bob Stanley’s orchestra 
with Joan Merrill and Jimmy 
Shields, soloists. 


EASY ACES’ T0 
CBS IN FALL 


American Home Products 
move the ‘Easy Aces’ and ‘Mr. Keen 
to Columbia from the Blue Network 
at the end of October. On CBS 
‘Aces’ will have the 7:30-45 p.m. 
period, Wednesday, Thursday and 
Friday, and ‘Mr. Keen’ will follow 
immediately. The change is being 
made to get away from the compe- 
tition of Fred Waring and the ‘Amos 
n’ Andy’ series, 

For Goodman Ace 
getting acquainted. all 
He has broadcast over 
work since 1931. 


SIMMS, ROSE MUSIC 
COMBO FOR MORRIS CIG 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
New idea show built around Ginny 











will 


’ 


it will mean 
over again. 
the one net- 








‘Molasses and | 
(Pat Padgett and Pic Ma- |} 


Grand prize of $500 | 


Simms and Dave Rose’s music has 
|been bought by 
for Philip Morris 
‘Johnny. Presents’ as an 
| beginning Sept. 8. Miss Simms pre- 
| sides as mistress of ceremonies and 
| will be supported on the whole by 
[Rose's music and Bombardiers male 

orus. Actual format won't be re- 
Soaaied until the opening broadcast, 


| . 
according to Vick Knight. It airs for 


and _ replaces 


Coast at 8:36 p.m. 

If Biow moves the other cigaret 
| shows here, as now under considera- 
ition, Knight will supervise produc- | 


ition and assign a combo writer-pro- | 


| ducer to the Simms-Rose opus. 


LATIN RADIO. MEN HERE 


Frias of Brazil, Aawecvsen and 
Noreiga, of Mexico, Visiting U.S. 
Carlos Frias, of Brazil, and Alonso 

Sordo Noreiga, of Mexico, are bot! 

in the United States Both are 

prominent as announcers thei 
native lands. 
Noreiga, like another Mexican 

Emilo Azcarraga, of XEW, also now 


jin the United States, is seeking radio 
equipment, of which a 


scarcity is developing in Mexico. 


KFRC-A.F.M. Settlement 


San Francisco, Aug. 11. 


Musicians went back to work at 
'KFRC on compromise agreement, 
lafter having been out a week. Sta- 
ition accepted demand of Musicians’ | 
Locai 6 for increased employment 
‘from one hour daily, at $40 a week, 
| to two hours at $56, but refused to 











| make new scale retrocative to June | 


| 22. 

| Mutual-Don Lee affiliates 
! notified of lifting of ban on remote 
orchestras, 


were 


i pickups of 


Milton Biow agency | 


NBC entry | 


the east at 8 p.m. and repeats for the | 








BUT MUTUAL 
fa AEGEPTWVE 


William Weintraub Agency 
Canvasses All Networks 
for Attitude on Cresca 
Blanca Brand—Blue Ob- 
jected to Any Mention of 
Schenley Control Because 
Latter Name _ Identified 
With Whiskey 


GENERALLY WARY 











The William Weintraub agency, 
which has been browsing around for 
a network to carry a program plug- 
ging Cresca Blanca wine, a Schenley 
product, is now able to make a com- 
prehensive report to its client. The 
only web, Weintraub has found, that 
will take the business without any 
conditions interposed is Mutual. 


Here is how the various networks 
reacted to the Weintraub agency’s 
approach: 


The Red Network: Wouldn’t even 
consider it. 


Columbia: The question was put 
directly to William S. Paley, and he 
decided that, even though his net- 
work had recently agreed to take 
beer, providing the copy and pro- 
gram were acceptable, it would not 
be wise to accept an item of such 
higher alcoholic content as wine. 

The Blue Network: It was agree- 
able to taking the wine account, but 
there was one thing it wouldn’t per- 
mit, and that was any reference dur- 
ing the program to the fact that 
Cresca Blanca is a Schenley product, 
a privilege that Schenley was very 
anxious to exercise. The Blue’s pol- 
icy makers decided to taboo the word 
‘Schenley’ for the reason that the 
average person associates it with a 
whiskey and that the mere mention 
of Schenley might convey to mil- 
lions of listeners the impression that 
\the Blue was allowing its facilities 
| to be used to sell whiskey. 

Mutual: This network inquired of 
| its affiliated stations as to hdw they 
felt about clearing a wine account, 
and the answer was unanimously fa- 
with no conditions | attaches. 





| vorable 


OnE MAN'S FAMILY” UP 


Standard Brands will decide with- | 


|in the next two weeks on what prod- 
luct to attach to ‘One Man’s Fam- 
lily.” Also whether it is to remain 
junder the direction of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency. 

The serial had been used to plug | 


j 
| 
j 


+ 


FOR PRODUCT SHIFT | 


Ener Davis Radio Return As 
OWI Director Partly Depends 
On Public Reaction to Idea 





Brer Rabbit Syrup Is 
Sold Heavily by Air 


In Texas, Mississippi 


J. Walter Thompson is spotting 
large batches of announcements for 


Brer Rabbit Syrup (Pennick & 
Ford) in Texas and Mississippi. 
Mosteof the campaigns start Mon- 
day (17). 


It’s a concentrated schedule and 
the stations will run several an- 
nouncements a day. 


DERBY SPROUL 
DIES IN AFRICA 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 

Station KDKA learned last week 
of the death in action of its former 
program director, Derby Sproul. He 
was a captain in the Army Air Force 
and met death on the African front. 
Sproul came to Pittsburgh in 1937 
from Denver when Al Nelson, man- 
ager of KOA, left to become head 
of KDKA. 

His productions were fed to the 
Blue network and when Sherman 
Gregory followed Nelson as man- 
ager of KDKA, Sproui became pro- 
gram director. Later Sproul’s father 
died and his mother was alone in 
Denver, so he took a position there, 
leaving KDKA about two years ago 
to become program director ot Sta- 
tion KLZ. Nobody here knew he 
had joined the army until word of 
his death arrived. 

He is survived by his widow, 
children and his mother. 


Les Mitchell Succeeds 
Lieut. Blair Walliser 








two 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Les Mitchell, WBBM-CBS pro- 
ducer in Chicago, is the new direc- 


‘Romance of Helen Trent,’ 
succeeding Blair Walliser, who be- 
comes a lieutenant in the United 
States Coast Guard. 
Mitchell has produced 
ishows for CBS, including 
tan Mother,’ ‘Stepmother’ and 
current WBBM _ war service 
gram, “The Midwest Mobilizes 


tor of the 





the 


& Johnson 


Johnson is expanding 


Tender Leaf Tea. @ , os . 
its list of markets and increasing 
ithe number of announcements in the 
H. V. Kaltenborn is in England |} various schedules. 
for NBC Young & Rubicam is the agency. 


New Tums Copy Now Okay at CBS 


Sanderson-Crumit Team on Network Saturday Nights 





desperate | 


Lester Schroeder To 
| Chicago for Hummert 
| Lester 
|time buyer at the Compto 
ito go with Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert in C 
He forme! 
New York. 


| GM’s ‘Cheers’ Goes On 


General Motors nas renewed the 
ltime for its ‘Cheers From Camps’ 
series on CBS via Henry Souvaine. 
The new contract takes the pro- 
‘ram up to Dec. 1. 


c 


hicago. 


Starting 
+ a — 


Schroeder has quit as a| 
n agency | 


ly worked for B-S-H in | 


Oct. 3 


! 

Columbia has accepted its first 
|proprietary drug account since it in- 
| stituted the code of program policies 
- The product is Tums (Lewis, 
| Howe Co.), and it will be a half-hour 
;quiz show (8-8:30) Saturday nights, 
|starting Oct. 3, with Julia Sanderson 
land Frank Crumit heading the cast 
The network had turned down the 
same pro@uct about two years 
| the ground that its then copy 
{not acceptable. CBS states that the 
admission of Tums to the network 


in 1935. 


|policy by CBS. What has changed, 

|CBS points out, 

is now acceptable to Columbia. 
Roche, Williams & Cunnygham is 


numerous } 
*‘Manhat- | 





| 


| 
| 


| the radio audience should be 


pro- | 


| for the 





Washington, Aug. 11. 

Elmer Davis, director of the Office 
of War Information, may return to 
the microphone in the capacity of 
official Government spokesman—as 
several Senators suggested a couple 
of weeks ago—if there is favorable 
public and official reaction to his 
appearance Sunday (9) as emcee on 
the CBS ‘production crisis’ program. 

Plans have not crystallized but 
there is talk in Federal circles about 
having a regular series of OWI 
broadcasts—probably alternating be- 
tween different chains—with Davis 
as the interlocutor and various key 
officials as guest performers. At 
present, it seems unlikely there will 
be any regularly-scheduled programs 
for some time but eventually a fixed 
feature may be worked out. Follow- 
up programs are being framed al- 
ready, though there are objections 
now to trying to write a rigid time- 
table. 

The Sunday CBS one-timer was 
deemed highly important in govern- 
ment quarters because it was the 
first attempt of OWI +o stage a net- 
work program on its own. Previously 
the Radio Bureau has stuck to fixing 
up broadcasts for other Federal ag- 
encies. Significance was heightened 
by the perticipation of Admiral Ches- 
ter W. Nimitz, commander-in-chief 
of the Pacific Fleet, and General 
Dwight Eisenhower, commanding 
American forces in the European 
theatre of operations. 

From several angles, the ‘Produc- 
tion Crisis’ broadcast was the show- 
iest war program put on by Federal 
officials. Certainly from the stand- 
point of participants, Davis had more 


.gold braiders and brass hats than 


have been assembled for any similar 
feature. Admiral William D. Leahy, 
former chief of naval operations 
since becoming chief of staff for 
President Roosevelt, and Nimitz and 
Eisenhower have been seldom before 
a mike. 

Ever since he took charge of OWI, 
Davis has been urged to make fre- 
quent if not regular appearances be- 
fore the microphone. Pressure of 
reorganization work, plus some per- 
sonal uncertainty whether he should 
get out in front, have kept him mum 
last six weeks. Numerous 
officials who fee] his popularity with 
capl- 


| talized through talks in his official 
capacity are hoping he will get back 
into harness, 


‘LUNSFORD YANDELL 


| Johnson & Ditto iq see | 


ON OVERSEAS TASK 


Lunsford P. Yandell resigned last 
week as treasurer of the Blue Net- 
work to do Red Cro work in Eng- 
land. Just before leaving Yandell 
ihad busied himself considerably 
with the promotion of a little re- 

gious book. He still holds two 
titles with the Blue, namely, v-p. 
and director. 

In the realignment of executive 
duties resulting from Yandell’s leave 
of absence Charles E. Rynd be- 
|comes treasurer. Rynd will con- 


tinue to supervise his old job, sales 
service manager, even though Lud- 
wig Simmel gets the title. Anthony 


|B. Hennig has been named assistant 


| treasurer, Alexang 


' 


' 


er D. Nicol comp- 
troller, and Robert D. Swezey as- 
sistant secretary of the company. 





Ivey. & Ellingtén Piacé 


} 
ago on | 
was 


New Bond Bread Blurbs 


Bond Bread (General Baking) is 
placing schedules of chainbreaks 


| and spot announcements in Pennsyl- 


llist does not represent a change of | 


vania and Maryland through the 


Ivey & Ellington agency and in New 


is the Tums copy. It| 


York and New England through 


| Newell-Emmett. 


Many of the orders became effec- 
tive Monday (10). 
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The regrettable but understandable disinterest of 
newspaper publishers in responsibile, serious, by- 
lined, day by day radio criticism has thrown the 
function of comment to the magazines where it is 
subject to the peculiarities of magazine copy angles 
and remote deadlines. Some magazine critiques of 
radio have had merit and social astringency. Other 
pieces have been merely clever. Then there is a 
third type of magazine article about radio which is 
all too common: the piece that trades in sweeping, 
largely undocumented, generalities peevishly ex- 
pressing a prejudice against, while seeking to hide 
a basic ignorance of the medium. This type of 
magazine piece has a hit-and-run quality. The 
writers on occasion privately admit, nay boast, that 
they never listen to the radio. This policy of never 
listening does not bother their consciences when 
they open fire although they would never dream 
of reviewing books without reading them. Cer- 
tainly such writers do not expect to expose them- 
selves to, and they could not survive. the test of 
regular, detailed, day by day radio criticism which 
would clearly reveal how very little they know the 
medium they so enthusiastically flaggelate. 


Recent evenis have again foregrounded this 
whole subject of the kind of criticism that is leveled 
at radio, by whom, and with what responsibility or 
preparation. It should disturb radio, and to some 
extent it does, that liberals who ought to appreciate 
a ‘free’ radio are apparently indifferent and, in turn, 
quite undisturbed at the alternatives to support de- 
rived from advertising. 


———— = 


The case for the private sponsorship of radio pro- 
grams, from the revenues of which the total services 
of the broadcasters are financed, rests upon one, 
great, demonstrable, social good, namely, that it is 
advertising and only advertising that makes possi- 
ble a broadcasting system that does not have to be 
operated, either in peace or war, by a bureaucracy. 
Thanks to a quasi-independent radio industry of 
over 900 stations the United States is more com- 
pletely a democracy. The controls are scattered 
throughout the nation among men and corporations 
of evew region, of varied racial, religious, economic 
backgrounds. Their self-interest is the self-interest 
of their 80,000,000 listeners. The interplay that is 
in constant flux adds up to a provenly practical 
methods for the ever-needed re-adjustment and 
balancing of pressures. Under a system of adver- 
tising Amertean radio is able to avoid rigidity of 
one control and one viewpoint. Neither the Ad- 
ministration, nor the business world, nor pressure 
groups, nor broadcasters themselves can be arbi- 
trary. American democracy has arranged a 
partnership of the radio licensee, the radio regula- 
tor, the radio client and the critical radio listener. 
Thus we have flexible, adaptable, infinitely diversi- 
fied broadcasting. 


All this is overlooked by, or unknown to, Curtis 
Nettels in his recent New Republic article ‘The 
Radio and the War.’ Nor does he acknowledge at 
any point the temporary and easily curable nature 
of the occasional—and admitted—gaucheries of 
radio advertisers which he rightl) deplores while 
seemingly not knowing of the existence in the radio 
industry of elaborate codes of fair practice and war- 
time controls which were specilically designed to 
prevent, and which regularly do prevent, the very 
abuses he fears. Having disparaged the entire 
operating basis of our radio, is Mr. Nettels prepared 
to face the alternative? Would he approve one un- 
democratic consequence of bureaucratic radio in 
wartime, namely, that all discussion and criticism 
ot the war effort could take place on the air only 
by permission of a self-implicated officialdom? 





= 

The virtues of the American radio modus 
operandi are increased, not dissipated, by war since 
it is precisely in periods of crisis that our social 
safeguards are most usefull. It is important to 


democracy (not just to the radio business) that 
neither nuisance taxes on sets nor grants-in-aid put 
radio under government domination. The men who 
are in actual workaday charge of our 900 stations 
are not office-holders. 


Concerning the control of radio broadcasting in 
wartime. Prof. Carl J. Friedrich of Harvard has 


+ a 


MAGAZINES AND RADIO CRITICISM 





written ‘Since morale depends in part upon main- 
taining as much as possible of the established every- 
day life, this certainly would suggest going on with 
broadcasting programs much in the accustomed 
manner ..., and he adds ‘In view of the fact that 
most radio programming is at present being paid 
for by advertisers, either directly or indirectly, 
there is no good reason why this large expense 
should be added to ‘the Government's already 
crowded budgetary requirements.’ 

American radio averages out pretty well. In 
peactime it seldom twice makes the same mistake 
and in wartime it is as near foolproof as constant 
vigilance inspired by self-interest can make it. 
Sponsored radio must remain sensitive to public 
opinion. This fact should be kept in mind as highly 
pertinent to the best interests of a democratic so- 
ciety. In the confused first years of broadcasting it 
is true that prejudiced decisions were rendered in 
controversial predicaments, but in the last ten years, 
a very careful audit of equal opportunities has gen- 
erally been maintained. Historians will especially 
note this when they balance the sides that partici- 
pated in the great lend-lease debate. Naturally, 
American radio will not be found deploring either 
advertising or our American business civilization. 
Broadcasters do not consider our civilization » 
failure. Rather they regard it is as a promise. 


Of course, now and again some big advertiser 
may attempt to throw its weight to secure for it- 
self special privileges. The glibly cynical com- 
monly suppose that the broadcaster in such circum- 
stances is always and completely sympathetic to 
the advertiser simply because he is an advertiser. 
To the contrary. The broadcaster has been en- 
lightened by ample experience to a realization that 
bad advertising or dubious social practices can 
never be good or profitable broadcasting. It is a 
rare and very stupid broadcaster who jeopardizes 
his own license for the sake of any client. 


Mr. Nettels seeks to establish advertising on the 
air as a social evil, per se, so that he may thereafter 
argue that the evil is compounded by the existence 
of war. He declares that ‘radio advertising in the 
United States has tended to obscure the greatness 
of the nation.’ Again he charges: ‘During the years 
of the advertiser’s rule of the American radio the 
position of the United States in the world has de- 
clined at an incredible rate.’ He seeks to establish 
that in the last war which was free of radio in- 
fluence ‘the country then attained a much higher 
degree of unity and national purpose than is evi- 
dent today.” These are harsh insinuations. but 
the Wisconsin pedagog does not stop there. In the 
vein of- the classic question ‘have-you-stopped beat- 
ing-your-wife?? he remarks, ‘American advertisers 
would, no doubt, quickly deny they are spreading 
enemy propaganda.’ Yes, no doubt, they would 
quickly deny it. 


No data is offered in support of his bald affirma- 
tion about the last war which is the keystone of his 
subsequent argument that morale is lower in the 
present conflict and that, forsooth, advertising on 
the air is partly, if not largely, to blame. 


There is considerable evidence, and among many 
rreement, that the 


national leaders fairly general ag 
facts about morale in this war are exactly contrary 
to Mr. Nettels’ impression. Certainly the public 
attitude now is less hysterical, less romantic. There 
is no pretense that war isn’t a bloody, crazy busi- 
ness. The public gives every indication of clear- 
eyed, clear-headed determination to see it through. 
No mobs attack aliens today as they did in 1917- 
1918 when there was, as Mr. Nettels reminds us, no 
radio influence. The American Civil Liberties 
Union has praised our ‘remarkable wartime toler- 
ce’ in this radio-blighted y f 1942 
ance in this radio-blighted year ot 1942. 


Prof. Allan Nevins of Columbia University has 
written “That the American people in 1941 were 
fnore national in feeling and possessed a broader 


‘ outlook than in 1917, weuld not be difficult to show 


That, thanks to schools, radio (sic) cinema, and 
travel, they were freer in thought and more liberal 
in Opinion is equally clear.’ 


With far less parading, brass bands and platform 
oratory we have since Pearl Harbor elicited zealous 


citizen participation response to every Government 
appeal. Mr. Nettels apparently does not know or 
care that radio is the chief channel for these gov- 
ernment appeals. He has apparently not been in- 
formed of the ‘network allocation plan’ and the 
complementary ‘radio war guide’ for non-network 
stations which are successfully operating under a 
generous collaboration of the radio industry and 
the Government. Between April 27th and June 7th 
alone there were 288 advertising and 259 non-ad- 
vertising programs broadcast with government 
messages to the people. 





Officials in Washington especially value the op- 
portunity to address their messages to the guar- 
anteed audiences of 5,000,000 to 20,000,000 liSteners 
built up by advertisiig-sponsored programs. Far 
from having any apologies to make on the score of 
war usefulness radio is in the enviable position of 
being able to display its medals. ‘the high com- 
mand is pleased, if Mr. Nettels is not. 


What particularly upsets Mr. Nettels is that radio 
devotes one part of its time to ‘trivial products’ 
while another part reports human destiny. There 
is an incongruity in this that he cannot tolerate. 
He fails to see that a many-sided service to the 
public demands that radio’s schedule shall be in- 
finitely varied. Because war is grim and serious 
it shocks him that anything frivolous or light is 
included. Yet most morale experts lean to ade- 
quate quotas of sheer entertainment. 


One articulate broadcaster put this matter patly 
when he said ‘When it (radio) is carry the Presi- 
dent’s trenchant call for courage and sacrifice, when 
it is talking in inspired earnest about why we 
fight . then it flies on wings that move men’s 
hearts and minds. . .’, but ‘while doing !these war- 
time jobs radio will go on entertaining, relaxing, 
diverting the American public . . . because wars 
aren’t won with long faces.’ 


Sponsorship of radio news programs strike Mr. 
Nettels as ‘prostitution of the decent impulses of 
people.’ This is one of the more lurid tiles in his 
scowling mosaic. Nowhere in his piece does he 
show any knowledge that the very things he 1s 
now worrying about broadcasting regularly does 
something about. Careless intermingling of sales 
copy and solemn war communique is first on the 
list of things broadcasters will not permit. When 
he speculates that advertising ‘may be presented 
more emphatically than the news of the nation’s 
welfare’ he urges action already taken. 


Yes, of course, there have been examples here 
and there since Pearl Harbor of bad taste in com- 
mercials that clumsily associated themselves with 
patriotism. Granted, too, that the jovial-voiced an- 
nouncer is perhaps occasionally the wrong man to 
bring bad news to the people. But any tendency 
to ‘make reports of war news pleasant and agree- 
able’ simply can't be sustained. Nobody no matter 
how glamourized his voice, can make the fall ot 
Singapore, or Java, or Tobruk, or Rostov, anything 
but stark disaster. Mr. Nettels overlooks the only 
reason advertisers are interested in sponsoring 
news programs, that is the immense size (i.e. cir- 
culation) of their audience. So long as the wat 
lasts there is no need to artificially stimulate the 
size of the audiences and indeed a news analyst’s 
following would be jeopardized if he should tease 
his listeners with fake optimism and sugarcoating 
which must inevitably be exposed almost at once. 


As for the constant taunt that businessmen tend 
to a business-as-usual attitude in wartime, this 
overlooks one sharp reality: under wartime condi- 
tions business-as-usual is an impossibility regardless 
of anybody's attitude. Unforseeable tax burdens 
alone change all calculations. Necessary, and 
mostly willingly accepted, Government priorities, 
rationing and conversion orders are just a few ot 
the multitude of war-dictated conditions imposed 
on all business. The job of management is to carry 
on as best it is able under these limitations, After 
fulfilling its responsibility to the war effort man- 
agement should surely be able, without social 
criticism, to give some thought to regular clients 
and shareholders and to the question of surviving 
through the war and into the better world we al! 
hope for. 
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-FOLKSY BOND-SALES VIA AIR 


Restoration of Homelands’ (Via US.) 


Used as War Bond Sales Appeal 
To F oreign-Speaking Listeners 
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FOREIGN-BORN 
SIL STIRRED 


KSTP Reports Sending An- 
nouncer to Home of Ser- 
bian Woman Who Turned 
Over $750 in $5 Bills to 
Invest in United States| 
War Bonds 


OTHER CASES 





Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 

KSTP’s war bond and stamp sell- 
ing program over the air, including 
the offer of personal deliveries by 
announcers, has produced some un- 
usual results. 

Station says it finds that ether 
wave announcements have proved 
especially successful among the for- 
eign born who are unable to read, 
but who understand spoken English. 
One woman, a Serbian, called news- 
caster Cal Karnstadt after he had 
read a story over the air about Gen. 
Draja Mikhailovit®éh and said she 
wanted him to come to her home 
and get some money she wished to 
invest in ‘American bonds.’ 

Karnstedt returned to the station 
from the Serbian woman’s home 
with $750 in $5 bills which the 
woman and her husband had hidden 
in the house. The same amount was 
collected by newscaster Brooks Hen- 
derson who made an appeal in the 
Russians” behalf. Another man 
called Henderson and asked him to 
come and pick up $300 in cash be- 
fore he could spend it. ‘I just 
haven't time to go to the bank and 
get a bond myself,’ he explained. 

A Slight Condition 

Children of a settlement house in 
St. Paul’s poorest section heard | 
Corinne Jordan’s appeal and saved 
enough pennies in a few days to buy 
a $18.75 bond for their house. Stipu- 
lation was that Miss Jordan deliver 
the bond personally and play 





patriotic songs on the piano for 
them. 

Many applications come in by 
mail, accompanied by checks or 


money orders of various amounts up 
to $300, it’s reported. Some of the 
letters apparently are written by 
friends or children of foreign born 
persons who apparently can’t write 
themselves. 

Appeals in newscasts, principally 
those tied in with some vital news 
Story dealing with the war or pro- 
duction, have proved the most ef- 
fective in selling the bonds, accord- 
ing to Stan Hubbard, KSTP pres- 
ident. 


Six Hours A 
Week of Records 
Sold at KYW 


Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

One of the largest contracts for 
phonograph records was inked last 
week by Adam Scheidt Brewing Co. 
(Valley Forge Beer) and KYW. 
Will run for an hour, six days a 
week and the recordings will be sup- 
plemented by a report of war activi- 
ties in Philly and surrpunding towns. 
A mythical ‘caravan’ will tour the 
Surrounding area and ‘salute’ the 
war workers of that town. 

The deal was handled through the 
Carter-Thomson agency. The show 
will run from 11:10 p.m. to 12:10 
a.m. Donn Bennett will m.c. and Bob 
Benson will handle commercials. 





Don Pryer named San Francisco 
representative for news and special 
€vents broadcasts for CBS. 





Victory Is Our Business’ 





‘Victory Is Our Business,’ 
General Motors employees to the 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 


new series dramatizing contributions of 


war effort, airs over WGN, begin- 


ning Aug. 8 from 12:30 to 12:45 p-m. CWT. 


Weekly program will partially 


feature news of men and women 


working in the Chicago area, also music of former company em- 
ployees now in the armed services. 








Edgeworth Is Scouting 


Edgeworth Tobacco(Larus 
scouting around for availabilities on 
night time announcements, 

Warwick & Legler is the agency. 








Henry Schaffer, commercial man- 
ager, KVOA, Tucson, becomes sales 
promotion manager of KPO, San 
Francisco, Aug. 17. 


Bros.) | 





JACK DERUSSY, 38, 
DRAFTED BY ARMY 


| Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 
| Jack DeRussy, general sales man- 
| ager for Westinghouse station KDKA, 
was inducted into the army here 
yesterday (10) as a private. DeRussy, 
who is 38, came to Pittsburgh a year 
ago to succeed late Bill Jackson. 

No successor has been named yet. 














The Treasury Dept. is using a new 
pitch for its War Bond appeals to 
foreign language listeners. The new 
slant is embodied in a 15-minute 
transcribed show called ‘I Knew a 
Pleasant Land.’ Instead of the ap- 
peal to patriotism and ‘love of Amer- 
ica, this program uses nostalgic 
music and chatter about the occu- 
pied countries to emphasize that one 
way of restoring the former home- 
land is by purchasing War Bonds to 
finance the fight on the oppressor. 

Polish and French language ver- 





sions of this show started Monday 
(10) on WBNX, New York. 





Fritz Blocki Returns 
To Benton & Bowles 


Fritz Blocki is returning to Ben- 
ton & Bowles agency, New York, 
discontinuing the travelling assign- 
ment as director of General Motors’ 
‘Cheers from the Camps.’ 

Henry Souvaine has hired Don 
Bernard as his successor. 
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OF COURSE IT'S TWINS... 


just the way we planned! 












































NO SURPRISE to us (or to anybody else 


who’s aware of what’s been going on over at 


our house) is the arrival of the new Mutual 


Twins. Have you met them yet? 


First we give you Market Dominance. After 





building stronger, better stations where 


power counts most, Mutual now ranks third- 


or-better in popularity in all but two of the 


14 U.S. cities of over a half-million popula- 


tion. These stations alone serve 44% of all 


U.S. radio homes...and Mutual is even more 


popular in smaller cities. Up to four times 


as popular, according to recent research. 


- Dominant Stations in the Markets important to You...at Lowest Network Cost 




















} 
UA 


Now we give you Lowest Cost. Mutual’s new 





rate plan provides more for your money than 


any other network. An evening haif-hour on 


the full network (over 200 stations) costs as 


little as $6,015. You have free selection of 





supplementaries. Minimum network require- 


ments are lower than ever and volume dis- 


counts are higher than ever. 


For additional 


unique economies, see Rate Card Na. 10. 


These are the new Mutual Twins... Market 


Dominance and Lowest Cost. The better you 








get to know them, the better you'll under- 


stand Mutual’s delivery of 


Als 


THE MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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MOST ACTORS MARRIED, SO DRAFT 
NOT YET HURTING CASTIN G VERY MUCH 


However, 


‘Juveniles’ Are Already Scarce—And If 


More Draft Inroads Occur Writers May Have to 


Use Fewer Male Characters 


Because most of the leading radio 
actors are married and, in many 
cases, have families, the draft has 
not yet created as serious casting 
difficulties in network dramatic pro- 
grams as in films and the stage. 
However. it’s expected that when 
draft boards begin to call up married 
men for service, the problem will 
become more disturbing. Meantime, 
programs involving an unusual num- 
ber of male juveniles are the only 
ones causing trouble. 


Actors shortage so far is confined 
to the age group of about 20-26. 
While few of the players of that age 
have been in the business long 
enough to have established reputa- 
tions, even in the trade, enough of 
them have enlisted or been drafted 
to create a troublesome situation in 
casting certain parts. Such an in- 
stante is the Blue network sustain- 
ing serial ‘Chaplain Jim, U. S. A.,’ 
which uses several ‘ease stories’ a 
week, each requiring a number of 
juvenites. Air Features, which pro- 
duces the program, is already having 
considerable casting difficulty with 
it for that reason. 


Besides the fact that most of the 
top leading men are married and 
have dependents, many of them are 
accomplished voice tricksters who 
can double in younger parts and 
even play full-length juvenile roles | 
when required. Thus the shortage of | 
authentic juveniles is further mini- 
mized. 

With more and more actors being 
drafted, the remaining actors are 
getting a greater share of the avail- 
able parts. But if the draft takes too 
many of the actors it may become 
necessary for authors to write fewer 
male parts in dramatic shows. As it 
is now, many of the leading charac- 
ters of serial programs have been 
written into the Army, though they 
frequently appear on the air to read 
letters home or otherwise participate 
in the story. In that way the actors 
continue to be used. However, if the 
actor supply gets too slim, authors 
may have to write most of their male 
characters out of the script com- 
pletely. 

AFRA’s Enrollees 

Complete list of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists members in the 
East serving in the armed forces fol- 
lows: 

Richard E. Abert, Wesley Addy, Bob 
Rach, Paul Balantyne, 
(Kleinshmidt), Earl Bart (Breithart), 








Strike Silences Station 





Montgomery, Aila., Aug. 11. 

The electrical staff of radio 
Station WCOV walked out on a 
strike Aug. 7. The dispute arose 
over wages now being paid by 
the station owner W. C. Coving- 
ton. ' 

The station was off the air for 
six hours, and operation was re- 
sumed when non-union men 
went to work. 





Threat in L.A. 
@ Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
A strike threat has been made 
to KFWB and KMPC here. In- 
ternational Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers is involved. 
Union claims general run- 
around on contract for 25% 
wage boost. 








IF OKAY OF 


F-M LICENSES 


Washington, Aug. 11. 


Persons holding construction per- 


| mits for frequency modulation plants 
don’t have to abandon hope of get- 
ting their 
general ban against erection of new 
stations during the war. 


licenses because of the 


The Fed- 


eral Communications Commission an- 


Monday 
Jay Barney | ‘ 
| by representatives of 


nounced last week that FM pioneers 
will be allowed to go on the air if 
they 
construction and are capable of ren- 
dering dependable service. 


have succeeded in completing 


Plants that have been held up be- 


cause of shortages of materials and 
equipment 
extensions of the CP, 


must, however, ask for 


War Workers Quiz 


Bridgeport, Aug. 11. 
WICC and Loew-Poli theatre co- 


Oping in series of weekly war 
workers quizzes broadcast from 
stage. 5 


Joe Lopez and Bill Elliott of WICC 
pitch queries. Winning team gets 
$25 in war stamps. Preem show 
(3) also included speeches 
Management 
and labor of Vought-Sikorsky 





John Bass, Kenneth ‘Bates, Kenneth | l; : air- 

Bell, Roland Birsdall, William M. A. | Pane Plant. 

Brandt, Walton Butterfield, Tyler | 

Canter Willard” —" + e eo Peyton, formerly 
é " arc rs m ~ rs of AK R, he Ss wi st: 

Churchill, Lee J. Cobb, Edward A. WIW. ; ae ae eee 
Condit, Jr., Joseph Conway, John} John Leslie Scott, former relief 


Cooney, Stephen Courtleigh. 

Also Frank Danzig, Vincent Dono- 
hue, Herbert Degan, John Dooley, 
(Dickens), Paul (John) Draper, 
David Enton (Friedkin), George R. 
Evers, Morgan Farley, Scott Farns- 
worth, James Farrell, Harry Fleer, 
John Foster, Roland Fitzgerald, Hun- 
ter Galloway, David H. Gaines, 
Everett Gammon, Tom ~ Gorman. 
Maurice Gosfield, Kenny Gardner, 
John Graeber, Edward Everett Hale, 
Paul Hammond, Frederic Handschy, 
John Harper. 

Also Albert Hecht, A. Helfer, Dick 
Hogue, Charles Holmes, Oliver Wen- 
dell Holmes, William Horne, Don 
Hughes, Berl Ives, George F. John- 
ston, Henry Jones, Procter Jones, 
Roger Kinne, Edward Hogan, Ray 
Laws, Perry Lafferty, Jack Leonard, 
Leon Leak, Robert R. Lindsey, Ken- 
neth Loyson, James H. Lynch, An- 
thony McGee, Alan Manson, Alfred 
Marino (Allan Foster), Charles 
(Frank) Maxwell, Richard H. McKay, 
Philip McHugh, Byron McKinney, 
Samuel C. Monroe, John Most, David 
B. Mott, John D. Neill, Louis Neistat, 
Raiph Nelson, Winston O’Keefe, Jack 
Orrison, Earl Oxford. 

Also Edward Padgett, Maxwell J. 
Papurt, Burt Parks, Ray Perkins, 
Gileston H. Perry, George Petrie, 
John H. Pickard, John Raby, Kelly 
Rand, Richard L. Rider, J. J. Rooney, 
William Roehrich, Anthony Ross, 
Winston, Ross, Martin Ruddy, Alfred 
M. Scott, John C. Schaefer, Don 
“elton, Hiram Sherman, William E. 

argrove, Fred Stewart, Norman 








rt, Ezra Stone, Willard D. 


announcer at WAKR, Akron, 
WTTM, Trenton, N. J. 


now at 








ie s a Nice Dream That 
Argentine Might Close 
Leaks to Our Enemies. 


By RAY JOSEPHS - 


Buenos Aires, July 25. 

Possibility of banning all com- 
mercial wireless and cable communi- 
cations with Axis countries is now 
under study by the Argentine gov- 
ernment, but despite optimistic nip 
ups of approval in United Nations 
capitals, chances are move will not 
be put into effect. This country, 
which still holds to its neutrality 
fence-sitting, is the chief transmis- 
sion point for Western Hemisphere- 
Axis communication, And majority 
of messages for swastika fifth col- 
umners as well as legit Italian and 
German diplomatic activity clear 
through B. A. 

First Government move to slice 
the communications line came in a 
letter from Minister of Interior 
Miguel J. Caluciati to the Postmaster 
General asking latter to study pro- 
visions of Recommendation No. XL 
of the Rio de Janeiro Conference of 
Foreign Ministers 40 required sup- 
pression of radio, telegraphic and 
telephonic communications between 
American republics and the ag- 
gressor States and territories under 
their control. It also recommended 
establishment and maintenance by 
license, or other adequate means, of 
transmission and reception of all 
telecommunications which might 
jeopardize security of an American 
State or of the Continent in general. 

Release of news that Ministry of 
Interior has asked for a_ study 
brought a bitg play from London, 
Washington and elsewhere, but those 
best informed here insist that it will 
be a long time before anything 
actually goes into effect. 

Pointed out that radio and tele- 
graphic communication is still as 
free and easy Axis-ward here as be- 
fore the war. Germans don’t do so 
much on their own but Italcable and 
other groups, especially Transradio, 
which is part American-owned, take 
everything that’s offered and give 
customers complete service to any- 
where in the Axis territory. 

Not so many takers for retrans- 
mission of radio programs from 
Rome, and Berlin to Buenos Aires, 
as formerly, but danger is not so 
much in what appears 
what goes on beneath the surface, 





it’s explained. 


B. A. is the spot through which 
Axis gets much of its 
both for use in Europe and for 
propagandizing. Axis agents can 
pick up the full UP service by buy- 
ing a copy of ‘La Prensa’ of Buenos 
Aires, for example, and tfansmit it 
to Berlin, Rome or Tokyo. Other| 
news, military info, etc., gathered by | 
Axis spies can be transmitted the} 
same way with no hindrance from | 
Argentina. Known that U. S. news- 
papers arriving here are carefully 
combed for details which can be sent 


openly as} 


Clear Channels’ Latest Blast 





New offensive by 


least.’ 
cans, 


ing discord’. 





the Clear Channel group is 
11- “page pamphlet headed ‘the 25 American radio stations Hitler likes 
Operators of the I-A plants point out how ‘millions of Ameri- 
though widely scattered on the land, are united in the com- 
mon cause for victory by Clear Channel stations. 

These transmitters are described as able to 
pet strategies—paralysis of opponents by spreading hatred and caus- 


built around an 


‘smash one of Hitler's 








Time's Radio Deal With WOQXR, N.Y: 





po++ 





Payroll Traffic 


24h es * 
— 





Philadelphia — Arnold 
chief engineer of WFIL, has resigned 
efective Aug. 15 to join the Navy. 
He receives a commission of Lieu- 


Nygren, 


tenant in the radio division of the 
Bureau of Aeronautics. 

Nygren’s spot will be taken by 
Louis Littlejohn, WFIL technical 
supervisor and vice-president of the 
American Communications Associa- 
ticn (CIO), who is also on the do- 
mestic broadcasting committee of the 
War Communications Board. 

Edmund Dawes, director of ele- 
y  1\tary music for Haverford Town- 
ship, is new educational director of 
the station. He replaces William C. 
Galleher who leaves to take a post 
with the Westinghouse chain 

Roy La Plante, announcer, re- 
signed to join WOL, Washington, 
S.C, 

Another 
jleft yesterday 


gabber, Joe Novenson, 
(Mon.) to join Army 





'Air Corps. e 


Salt Lake City—John Powell re- 
signing KSL to attend technical 
radio school, from where he will go 
to the Signal Corps 


Yorkton, Sask.—First girl an- 
nouncer on CJGX, Yorkton, Sask., 
Sall: Holland was added recently. 





Lethbridge, Alta.—Norman Botter- 
ill, formerly with CKWX, Van- 
couver, has taken over his duties as 
manager of CJOC, Lethbridge. He 


replaces Art Balfour who joined the | 


ai. force. 





Prince Albert, Sask.—Manager of 
CFAR, Flin Flon, Man., G. E. Tonkin 
has joined the staff of CKBI, Prince 
Albert, as national sales manager. 

Salt Lake City—KSL’s Frank Wise 
to the Army Signal Corps. Has been 
night coordinator. Goes into train- 
ing at Fort Monmouth. 





information | 


O.—Al Hayward, 


| Toledo, former 
| technician at WSPD, Toledo, and his 
wife, Eleanor, pianist on the WSPD 


} 


| 





(Continued | on page 42) 


loverseas, twisted, and then air- 
waved back. Much shipping news 
leaks out and until recently data on 
sailings was even printed in all local | 
papers, from which it was picked up, 
sent to Berlin, and then passed back 


by code to _xaiders and submarines. 








Timid Do-Nothing Radio Policy On 


french Quebec Problem Foreseen 


Quebec, Aug. 11. 
French-language radio ‘program 
producers in the predominantly] 


French-Canadian Province of 
bec, for years rebuffed by govern- 
ment radio czars whenever they 
presented radical program ideas de- 
signed to make the natives war- 
conscious, now point with admira- 
tion to U. S. radio propaganda job 
and say ‘I told you so.’ 

Opposition to conscription by 
French-Canadians is largely blamed 
on the Government’s unwillingness 
to permit the production of what 
French-language producers believed 
‘effective’ programs—programs lined 
up two years ago and molded much 
along the lines of those now widely 
used in America. 

Complaining that every time an 


Que- 





Stout, William D. Strauss, Norman 
Sweetser, Paul Talbot, Scott Tenny- 
son, Guy E. Thomajon, William C. 
Tubbs, Robert Waldrop, Andrew 
White, Bert Whitely, Jack Windrow, 
Ed Wragge 





| idea was presented 
glamorize, sensationalize or other- 
wise bring home the necessity for 
all-out war participation the Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. refused, to 
allow it on the air, producers now 
compare Canada’s three-year 
achievements with what has been 
done in the U. S. in seven months. 


In considering the opposition to 
compulsory service in the Province 
of Quebec, French producers point 
out that for the past 25 years every 
major and minor political campaign 
in the Province has been waged on 
a no-conscription platform. Some 
French-Canadian elements feel that 
the Government was unduly opti- 
mistic in expecting a revolutionary 
change of sentiment within a year 
or two, especially since no effective 
measures had been taken to com- 
bat a point of view built up over a 
period of a quarter of a century. 


It is felt in many quarters that 





| 


basis, that 
educated in 


ated on a proper 
might have been 


intended to} 


| Jean Baptiste has not been evalu-| 
he | 
the! than hindered the overall war effort 


time available if the Government 
had permitted independent pro- 
ducers more freedom of expression. 

Virtually all war themed pro- 
grams in Canada have until now 
been produced under CBC direction. 
Indications are, however, that there 
may be a modification of this policy, 
shortly with independent producers 
to be called in occasionally in con- 
nection with various wartime ser- 
vices programs, 

On the credit side of Canadian 
radio’s wartime radio production is 
the remarkable coolness, a virtually 


complete absence of hysteria that 
prevails in Canada despite that 
some 500,000 men are under arms 


and more joining the colors daily. 
Though the French-language pro- 
ducers may have diagnosed the 
local problem in the Province of 
Quebec accurately, the damper on 
‘alarmist’ or ‘sensationalized’ pro- 
grams in Canada has _ established 
an even keel and temper in public 
thought which has helped rather 











News and Pfd. Stock Involved 


Time, Inc., publishers of Time. 
Life and Fortune magazines, yes- 
terday (Tuesday) moved into radio 
via a deal with WQXR that gave 
Time, Inc., 1,000 shares of preferred 
stock and representation on the 
board of directors of the Interstate 
Broadcasting Co., which Operates 
the station. In return, the use of 
Time’s manpower to produce radio 
programs and access to the’ pub- 
lishing organizations newsgathering 
facilities go to WQXR. 

According to John V. L. Hogan, 
prez of Interstate Broadcasting, 
‘There will be no changes in the 
policy of WQXR. The station wilt 
continue to emphasize good music, 
and the addition of Time’s facilities 
will now make it possible to sup- 
ply authoritative news of a quality 
as high as our musical standards.’ 

The deal is subject to the approval 
of the IBC stockholders, said ap- 
proval regarded as definite. Mean- 
time, Time, Inc., has named David 
Brumbaugh, its secretary, and Frank 
Norris, managing editor of March of 
Time on the Air, as its representa- 
tives on the board of directors. Pub- 
lishing org also assigned a group of 
people headed by Norris, Joel Sayre 
and Finis Farr, of the March of 
Time editorial-radio staff to work 
with Elliott M. Sanger, WQXR gen- 
eral manager of the station, on the 
development of new programs. 


The deal, which does not affect the 
common stock or ownership setup of 
the radio station, figures out as a 
profitable deal for all concerned. 
The station gets the crack writing, 
idea and producing brains that turn 
out the March of Time aircasts; and, 
i. addition to bolstering its pro- 
gramming, will also spruce up the 
routine newscasts. The mag, like- 
wise, does nicely since it grabs off 
the cream-of-the-crop WQXR audi- 


ences, all of whom are ideal pros- 
pects for Time, Life, Fortune and 
Architectural Forum. And, since 


the deal does not say anything about 
exclusive use, it is to be assumed 
that the March of Time staffers will 
showcase some of their newer ideas 
and, if they click, shift them over to 
the networks to plug their mags on 
a national scale. 


COLBYS’ 11:45 REPORT 
ON BROADWAY PLAYS 


Previously the last of radio’s dra- 
matic critics to go on the air, Ethel 
and Julius Colby return to WMCA, 
N.Y., next Monday (17) at 11:45 p.m., 
which will make them the first on 
the air with flash radio reviews of 
the new Broadway plays. Next week 
inducts the 1942-43 wher 


season 


| William Saroyan opens a cycle of his 


plays at the Belasco theatre 
Heretofore the Colbys did the 

stuff at 12:15, following Robert Ship- 

and Bide 


ley over WEVD at 11:50, 
Dudley and Howard Barnes ove! 
WHN and WOR respectively, both at 
midnight 

Mrs. Colby returns from Holly- 


wood next week where she has been 
gathering film material. The Colbys 
have nixed sponsorship, considering 
it only way to retain full liberty. 


Hillpot’s New Position; 
Pat Weaver Into Navy 


Billy Hillpot is the new program 
manager of the Rockefeller Commit- 
tee in New York, succeeding Pat 
Weaver, who will become an active 
naval officer. Hillpot, former pro- 
gram manager of the Blue, will be 
assisted by Wilfred Roberts, former 
production exec at NBC. 

Paul Kruming heads the Latin 
division with John Jensen as aide. 





Springfield, Mass.—Larry Coney. 
WSPR announcer, leaves this week 
for the Army air corps 
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PHONEY INSIDERS 
ALSO UNNEEDED 





29 Field Branches Urges 
Citizens Avoid Over- 
Crowded Capital Unless 
Absolutely Necessary —| 
Four-Flushers Pretend to 
Special Knowledge Actu-| 
ally Available to All | 








NO MYSTERY 





If you are looking for a govérn- 
ment contract, want a commission in 
the Army, seek to convert your plant 
to war production or wish to give 
or sell equipment or material to 
Uncle Sam, don’t go to Wast ington. 

And don’t hire anyone to repre- 
sent you there, either! Let Uncle 
Sam himself be your agent. He wants 
to give you person-to-person service 
and information on demand. And it’s 
all free! 


So says the one who ought to know 
more about it than anyone else, Miss 
Katherine C. Blackburn, under whose 
jurisdiction is the world’s biggest in- 
formation dispensing agency, the 
Publi® Inquiries Bureau of the Of- 
fice of War Information. 


‘The government is anxious to 
make use of the services of citizens 
and groups of citizens in every pos- 
sible field as soon as it is humanly 
practicable to do so,’ Miss Blackburn 
said, ‘and has instructed the repre- 
sentatives of the bureau through its 
29 field offices to give business men 
and others as immediate and com- 
plete service as can be rendered. 

‘We frequently find that the visitor 
to Washington could have transacted 
his business with some Federal of- 
ficial near his own home .town and 
that in a great many cases he must 
ultimately be referred back to that 
official. Then too, there are many 
questions on priorities, opportunities 
for plant conversion, sub-contracting 
and the like which can be answered 
by the State office. This makes un- 





necessary the two-fold discomfort of 
travel to Washington—the journey it- 
self and the quest for lodgings when 
one arrives 


Mail Gets Results! 

‘If the matter can be handled with- 
in the State, as is so often the case, 
the field representative of the bureau 
readily can make the necessary ap- 
pointments for the citizen with the 
local official involved and can thus 
assure him of a hearing. If, however, 
it has to’ be taken further or the 
question asked is so unusual as to 
require special inforn.ation or atten- 
tion, the field representative has 
available to him the entire Washing- 
ton staff of specialists who are 
equipped to render complete service 
by wire and mail.’ 

If people must come to Washington | 
these days, Miss Blackburn’s advice 
is go at once to the Information Cen- 
ter at 14th street and Pennsylvania 
avenue, and state their business to 
one of the clerks there. The clerk 
will tell them how to reach the of- 
ficials they seek, how to locate thei! 
friends in the government depart- 
ments, what is the shortest route to} 
take and the thousand and one other 
items the stranger wants to know. If 
his case requires special attention, 
the clerk will refer the visitor to one 
of the staff of specialists who will 
analyze his problem and make what- 
ever appointments are necessary to 
forward his business. 

There is no necessity for the per- 
sen unfamiliar with the government 
departments and the intricacies of 
their organization to waste his time 
and the government’s in going from 
office to office hunting for the right 
place in which to transact his af- 
fairs, or to hire anyone to do it for 
him. The Public Inquiries Bureau 
was designed to save all that trouble 
and delay. 

‘While there are 
and competent 





legitimate | 
agents in 


many 
business 


USELESS WASHINGTON TRIP 








AR there has also mush- 
roomed up a crop of fly-by-nighters 
and others representing themselves 
as ‘knowing their way around’ and 
being able, for a fee, to get ‘intro- 
ductions’ to government officials. Wé 
have had innumerable examples of 
this sort of thing brought to our at- 
tention,’ said Miss Blackburii. 

‘And the pity of it is that these 
chiselers and four-flushing ‘steerers’ 
not only waste the client’s money 
but take infinitely more time than if 
he were to come to the Public In- 
quiries Bureau in the first place. 
Some of these fellows have been 
spotted and are frankly non grata 
around the government offices. They 
have a tendency to delay rather than 


| expedite the business of the stranger.’ 
Men have told the Bureau special- | 


ists that they had-been in town for 
days waiting for action from the so- 
called agent, and others have said 
they had paid largely for service 
which had consisted of nothing more 
than a collection of pamphlets which 
can be obtained at the information 
counter, but which the ‘agent’ had 
said he had worked hard to accu- 
mulate, the writer was told. 
Frequently the citizen desires in- 


A 





formation or has a problem which 
concerns more than one government 
agency as, for instance, the case of 
one of the great oil companies which 
wanted to send technicians to a cer- 
tain foreign country. Instead of try- 
ing to make the necessary appoint- 
ments themselves with the seven dif- 
ferent government offices involved, 
they went to the bureau and in a few 
hours the whole thing was settled 
and they were on their way. If they 
had gone the rounds of the various 
offices, they might have been several 
days getting their matters cleared. 
the government specialist said. 


It often happens that the caller 
thinks his invention, or plant, or 
materials have to do with one cer- 
tain department. On investigation 
by the specialist, it is found that they 
are best suited for something en- 
tirely different than that which the 
owner had in mind, This was illus- 
trated by the case of the Owi.-r of 
a wood-working shop who wanted 
to make trailers. It was discovered 
he was equipped to produce prefab- 
ricated huts, life boats and gliders, 
and he went away from Washington 
with an order in his pocket and 
specifications for bids on other con- 





tracts. In another instance a man 
applying for a contract to make a 
certain kind of glass was found to 
have such expert knowledge that 
the Army hired him as an inspector. 


Short Cuts 


Nor is it with the government 
alone that the businessman is given 
contacts at the Bureau. Take for 
example the case of one of America’s 
largest electric companies. Its rep- 
resentative asked if there was a list 
of factories available for immediate 
work along a particular line. While 
he was making his inquiry, another 
man representing a manufacturing 
concern was seeking a contract. It 
was ascertained by the Bureau staff 
specialist that his plant would fill 


the bill for the electric company and | 


before leaving the Bureau, the two 


were brought together and the ensu- | 


ing contract will keep the littte fac- 
tory busy to capacity for a year. 
‘This sort of thing is being done in 
the various field offices as well as 
in the central Washington office and 
it would certainly seem advisable 
for anyone contemplating a trip to 
Washington to call at the field office 
first. Such a call may save him time, 


(Continued on page 38) 


EL SALVADOR IS 
A SHORTWAVE 
CIPHER 


oe 


San Salvador, July 28. 

With a recent survey here show- 
ing how few radios exist in this 
republic, a plan is afoot by Ameri- 
| can business here to install receivers 
{in public squares or town halls. 
They’d be connected to amplification 
'systems so that the townsfolk can 
| gather round and listen. 
; Point, of course, is to get U. S. 
shortwave programs to the largest 
possible number of people. One dif- 


ficulty involved is that most ef the 
sets will have to be battery-operated 
as most of El Salvadorian villages 
are not supplied with electricity. 











———— 








"Lim ont off Bo,coo Mat 


“I’m just a paper match, born to die in twenty seconds. Here | am, in the big stadium, 


“ 


600 


where the Army War Show is packing them in. Tanks and jeeps maneuver in sham battle, as planes 


overhead try to slip through stabbing lances of light. The noise is overpowering, as a U.S. Army task 


force re-enacts the real thing. 


“A single little match doesn’t set the world afire; but multiply me by 50,000 and 


you’ve got something! 
“At a given signal, all lights go out. A voice tells the crowd to strike a match, to show 


its power in a blackout, a beacon for bombardiers! 50,000 of us matches glow as one. In the 


Cimmerian blackness, the effect is eerie, indescribable. 


“People go home talking about the Army War Show and its multifarious thrills. They 


never fail to mention the Aurora of the Matches and its strange fascination.” 


Yes, Little Match, your brilliant performance made conversation at the Army War Show 


in Philadelphia and later in Pittsburgh. Insiders are also talking about the job done by KYW and 


KDKA in turn to promote this patriotic spectacle. The sustained effort of these two 50,000-watt 


Westinghouse stations unquestionably set a pattern for delivering 50,000-people-a-night clear 


across the nation. It was the Army’s party, of course. Other media cooperated, and there was much 


word-of-mouth promotion. But it is likewise true that the double-teaming of Westinghouse stations 


marked a new high in showmanship. 
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Dossiers on All Radio Employees? x 


FCC Wants $200,000 Fund—Opposition to ‘Gestapo’ 


Method See 


n as Likely 





Washington, Aug. 11. 
Fight is on over proposals of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 


sion law department that the special 
intelligence unit which handles com- 
plaints and routine investigations 
should be greatly expanded to un- 
dertake searching inquiries into the 
ancestry, character, and _ personal 
background of virtually every in- 
dividual employed in the broadcast- 
ing business. 

Request for a supplemental $200,- 
000 appropriation to employ addi- 
tional sleuths is pending before the 
Commish with the recommendation 
that the unit first should be put to 
work checking on the personnel of 
foreign language stations. Though 
the licensees have been ordered to 
supply information about their em- 
ployees, the Commish lawyers feel 
a first-hand investigation should be 
made, especially of announcers and 
commentators. 

Ultimately, it is indicated, the in- 
telligence unit would build up a 
card-catalog about every regular em- 
ployee in each American transmitter, 
including clerical help as well as 
microphonists and engineers. The 
outfit also would amplify the dope 
now on file concerning the owners of 
each U. S. transmitter. 

Opposition to this sort of Gestapo. 
is beginning to develop, with indus- 
try observers fearful the time might 
come when the FCC would dictate to 
management who could and could 
not be employed. There is apprehen- 
sion that such an outfit would be 
used for political purposes and that 
a vicious new form of back-handed 
censorship might result. 

The proposal was based on the 
refusal of the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation to undertake the job of 
checking on certain characters in| 
the broadcasting business whose| 
loyalty to the United States has 
been suspected. . Though charged 





with counter-espionage and running| Of these two units will be merged | 


down agitators, traitors, 
tionists, the Justice 
agents maintain they have their 
hands full with more important 
law-enforcement chores and can’t 
be removing every suspicion that 
may arise about the thousands of 
people engaged in radio. 


OWI Radio Staff 
United at Last 
In One Place 


and sedi- 
Department 





Washington, Aug. 11. 

New quarters in the Railroad Re- 
tirement Building not only bring all 
units of the Radio Bureau of Office 
of War Information together but 
provide more intimate contact with 
the chief other Federal outfits using 
radio to arouse interest in and sup- 
port for the war program. The W. 
B. Lewis group has shifted from an 
inconvenient apartment house to the 
downtown section close by the Office 


of Price Administration, Federal 
Manpower Commission and War | 
Production Board, almost in the} 
shadow of Capitol Hill. 


Everybody is 
arate wing 
wilderingly. 


together in a 


instead of scattered be- 


KITE CHANGES TO KXKX 
Simms Gayner Manager—Lukenbitl 
Program Director 





Kansas City, Aug. 11. 


Radio Station now operating here 


under the new eali letters KXKX is 
the former KITE. Simms Gaynor 
is handling | the managerial reins for 


the new owner, WGRC Louisviue. 
Ky., which is acquiring the station 
from a corporation in which ‘Plug’ 


Kendrick, Louisville, was a principal 
stockholder. 

KXKX is now occupying new 
studios in the Hotel Continental and 
continues broadcasting on 1590 ke. 
although a petition for different dial 
‘reading is before the FCC. W. L. 
Lukenbili is handling post of pro- 
gram director. 





Roland Trenchard has been ap- 
pointed p.a. for WAAT, Jersey City. 


| fore 





sep- | 


Moseley’s Match Bid 





Sidney Moseley, news com- 
mentator, put himself in the 
hole for $7,100 last week when 


he announced on his WMCA 
program that he’d match the 
total War Bond purchases of the 
first three people to phone in 
their offers. First caller offered 
to buy a $5,000 bond as soon as 
he saw a photostat of a similar 
buy by Moseley. Balance of the 
$7,100 came from the next two 
calls. 

Total bond sale as a result of 
that one plug was $21,80u. 


George Zachary 
Chief Producer 


Of OW! Shows 


Washington, Aug. 11. 
Centralization of all program pro- 
duction by Federal emergency 
agencies carrying out various war 
assignments has become a reality at 











last with designation of George 
Zachary, most recently with CBS 


production department, as chief of | 


the new radio production division in | 
the Radio Bureau of the Office of |? 


War Information. 

Outfit headed by Zachary will be | 
a blend of the program concoctors 
previously working for Office of 
Facts and Figures and the more 
comprehensive Office for Emergency 
Management. Most of the personne] 


under Zachary’s supervision. 

While a host of Federal agencies | 
will continue on their own as be- 
as far as program structure 
is concerned—it is expected 
OWI crew will become 
producer for the Government. In 
addition, the outfits which 
dependent (like the Treasury, Agri- 
culture, and Interior) are expected 
to confer and consult so 
ballyhoo does not run afoul the war 
broadcasts, 
priorities, 

Though specifically not a ‘produc- 
tion czar,’. Zachary will direct the 
work of the script writers turning 
out both live and canned programs 
for the bulk of the war agencies. 
He'll keep an eye on_ Federal 
| Security Administration, the Treas- 
ury’s war bond people, the military 
services, and such. Actually his | 
force will do the program prepara- | 
tion job only for such groups as War | 
Production Board, Office of Price 
Administration, War Manpower 
Commission, War. Shipping 
istration, Office of Defense Trans- 
portation and Office of War In- 
formation. Both live talent and re- 
corded programs will be prepared 
and directed by Zachary’s crew. 

Before signing up with the gov- 
ernment, Zachary had rounded net- 
work experience. Most recently he 
has been running the Coca-Cola 
shows Previous assignments 
cluded the Camel Playhouse, Short 
| Short Story, Lanny Ross, and 
|assortment of musicals. He orig- 
| inated ‘Ellery Queen.’ 











in- 


Output of ‘background material’ to | 
help agency, network, and _ station 
writers fit their Federal assignments 
into their programs is stepping up. 
The rejuvenated Radio Bureau of 
the Office of War Information last 
week sent out brochures dealing | 
with two of the major war 
and expects soon to provide similar 





facts and suggestions on _ several 
other topics 

Latest releases in the O.WI. se- 
ries are pamphlets containing dat 
‘and ideas concerning the United 














Useless Trips 


—titrG€7”ontinued from page a 
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“money and_ inconvenience,’ 

Blackburn said. 

Pave the Way 

| ‘Even though a personal visit t¢ 
| Washington may be necessary after 
consultation at our field office, that 
office can so pave the way for you 
that you will have much less run- 
ning around to do when you arrive,’ 

In speaking of the schemes which 
have been devised by the unscrupu- 
lous to take advantage of emergency 
conditions, government officials told 
the writer that they have resented 
the implication in the statements of 
lobbyists and unrecognized agents 
that one must have pull or special 
influence to make his way about the 
Capital. ‘As a matter of fact’ Miss 
Blackburn said ‘there is no person 
to be found anywhere with a higher 
sense of integrity and patriotism 
than the average U. S. official, and 
he is eager to take full advantage of 
every idea and service which can be 
utilized in the war effort. It is natu- 
ral that the persons who victimize 
the business man should malign the 
offical and try to add to whatever 
confusion may exist’ and spread 
rumors of difficulties which do not 
exist in making government con- 
tracts. 

‘Of course we all realize that the 
stranger coming to Washingtor is 
apt to ride a pretty wild merry-go- 
round unless properly directed, but 
that is what we are there to pre- 
vent. Today’s rapid expansion of the 
government makes it difficult for 
government workers themselves to 
keep track of the changes of per- 
sonnel and locations of the myriad 
different essential offices. Our In- 
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| of the country. 


the | 
the chief | 


are in- | 


their | 


which have much higher | 


Admin- | 


an | 
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issues | 


formation Center, however, keeps 
abreast of all changes and can direct 
the stranger quickly and efficently.’ 
Despite all efforts made to keep 
eople away from Washington, they 
| continue to flock in to add to the 
| boom-town aspect of the city and 
they make of the Public Inquiries 
Bureau a busy place. More people 


| came to its counter seeking assist- | 


ance during May than called at the 
information bureau of the Federal | 
Building of the New York 
Fair in any one month, while 
thousands of phone calls, telegrams 
and letters pour in from all parts 


These are just a few of the activi- 
| ties housed in the newly erected 
| building at 14th Street and Pennsyl- 


World's | 


Analysis of Radio Students ‘Motives’ 





At the request of ‘Variety’ (always curious about everything!) New 
York University’s Radio Workshop has made a tentative analysis of why 
| its present group of 50-odd enrolled students are putting in a 10-hour day 
| during six summer weeks. N. Y. U. students not only have an intensive 
‘course of lectures but also make constant forays to NBC, CBS, Mutual 
and wherever welcome to watch rehearsals, broadcasts, auditions, etc. 

The Workshop's Mr. McGhee has created eight classifications (i.e. ex- 
planations) and has keyed each enroiled student according to probable 
classification. The group descriptions come first below, followed by the 
roll call of students. 


Motivations of Students Registering 
For 1942 Summer Radio Workshop 


Group 1: Teachers in Elementary or Secondary Schools 
~~ Training: 1. to know how to use radio in the classroom 
2. to know how to plan, write or direct radio programs, 
using students, on local stations or on school public 
address systems 
3. to work with student radio clubs 
Group 2: Teachers in Colleges and Universities 
~""fraining for many of the same things as Group 1, on « college 
level. Also in many cases these people are already, or are to be, 
in charge of their college or university radio station, or are to exer- 
cise supervision over materials broadcast over the college station; 
or are trying to find out how to put their college or university on 
the air as a matter of public relations policy, or promotion, or to 
contribute better program materials to their local stations. 
Group 3: Now on Staff of Some Radio Station 
Here to broaden acquaintance, horizons, learn new skills (now 
a writer; wants to learn techniques of production, etc.). Will prob- 
ably return to job at local station, but would probably be glad to 
find larger opportunity elsewhere. 
Group 4: Representatives of Large Organizations 
(We have had them from organizations like Girl Scouts, New 
York State Department of Labor, Junior League, Community Serv- 
ice Society, etc.) Learning how to do the radio job for the or- 
ganization. 
Group 5: Just finished or Almost Finished College 
Hope to break into program department of commercial radio— 
somewhere, somehow 
Group 6: Like Group 5 only a bit older 
“Group 7: Purpose vague. Just generally fascinated by radio 
“Group 8: Primarily a Free Lance Writer 
Wants to learn the problems of writing for radio. 
(1,5)—Barry, Marie, B.A.., Russell? 
Sage, teacher of English and dra- 











| Phail School; WMIN, St. Paul, Minn. 
matics. (5)—Monte-muro, Gloria Marie, 

(5)—Bauer, Joan, major in dra-|senior, School of Education, NYU; 
| matics, Western Reserve University | formerly U. of Iowa. 


|(workshop secretary). (5)—Morris, Halee, 


student, East- 


(1)—Beck, Frances, B.A.. M.A., ; man School of Music, Univ. of Roch- 
, aC Sa oe ster 
Testern Reserve, teacher of Eng le 
Wes Collinwood H. S. (2)—Niggli, Josephina, M.A. U. of 
. wee N. Car.; radio script dir. of U. of 
| (5)—Birnbaum, Florence, senior at Cor 
Westen Sees. | (3)—Owsley, Kay, continuity edi- 


| (5)—Blair, Elizabeth, finishing M.A. | 
1; ee . 1a "oj , T ‘, ro- 
\in drama, University of North Caro o6)<Seiie. Barisan: RA MA. U. 

oo. tof Minn.; manager, Univ. of Minn. 
| (7)—Bordas, Gertrude, secretary, | 


; ; lradio station WLB since 1938. 
| Washington Irving High School. 


tor, WBT, Charloite, N. C. 





vania Avenue in the Capital City.| (5)—Brach, Patricia, formerly Et ty lg vier on PB seer 
| Its location alone makes the build- | Wellesley, senior, Montclair State paren + creche pe omitge! Bm 
| ing a focal po‘nt for the visitor’s at- | Teachers College. : eacner, ied I . foi 
ltention and’ its activities make it (1)—Bray, Mila, M.A., Northwest- (1 —Quigley, Marian, teacher, 
one of the nerve centers of the Na- |ern University, head of Dramatics|N.Y.C, public schools. 
tion. If you have to go to Washing- | Dept., Phoenix Union H. S., Phoenix,; (5)—-Raskin, Dolores, senior, Sch. 
'ton, that’s the place to head for | Ariz. of Education, N.Y.U.; private teacher 
| when you get there—BUT, says Miss} (5)—Buckley, Priscilla, senior at| of speech and dramatics 
| Blackburn, don’t go to Washington | Smith College. ; (6)—Schreiber, Flora, M.A., Co- 
unless you have to.’ (2)—Callahan, Jennie, M.A., North¢ lumbia U.; additional graduate work, 
| This is one of the cases where the j western, Ph.D. University of Be . lin, Central School of Speech and Drama, 
Mountain willing to go to Mo-| Munich, instructor in speech and) y. of London; drama critic, Players 
hamet! | dramatics, Hunter College | Magazine. 
cence | (5)—Charest, John W., B.S., Penn | (5)—Senior. Charles J., B.A., Bates 
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(5)—Davidson, Eliz. Margery, A.B., porn ee Teachers College, Prin. Cen- 
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| volves asking for a booklet | di rector of ¢ ublic relations and asso a 
Albert Frank-Gunther Law is the |PrOf. of English, Winthrop College 5 Rs eee ees 
agency. tock Hill, S. Carolina. 
—__— (1)—Gordon, Betty, M.A., Cornell, 
teacher of dramatics and speech, | SCHECHTER T0 
Garden City H. S., Garden City, N. Y. 
(1)—Hodges, Charlotte, B.S., Pea- 


More OWL Background Material 


‘Designed to Help Agency, Station sal Network Pro- 
duction Staffs 


numerous kinds 
| (iron, copper, zinc, efe.). The for- 
mer set of background material em- 
phasizes the need for a better under 
between this country and | 
jour allies; the latter drives home 
| the importance of scrap drives to | 
overcome serious shortages. 

In preparation 
ling jobs women can do in the war, 
a review of Federal moves to pre- 
vent inflation, and the urgent need 
to conserve r ibber and ca oline in 
transport diffi- 


| standing 


orae oO 


| culties, 


overcome 


; a) 
or scarce materials | 


are pieces outlin- | 


body, M.A., U. of Alabama, teacher 

of English, Phillips H. S., Birming- 

ham, Ala. . 
(1)—Jannatta, Louise, 


secretary, 

Dept. of Visual and Radio Education, 
Board of Education, ‘| 
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(1)—Kaplan, Ruth Kay, A.B., N 
|College for Women, teacher of Eng- 

ich and dramatie~ Springfield, N. J. 
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eS rae CE. aleen, senior at | Abe Schechter, who is regarded 
| Smith College. within the trade as a standout man 
(3)—Keller, Evelyn, secretary and | 


in his field, leaves as NBC director of 





staff writer, WPIC, Sharon, Pa. i news and special events Aug. 15 to 
(5)—Koontz, Mildred, student at | join the Office of War Information. 

| Mt. Holyoke. It is no trade secret that Schechter 
(5)—Landsman,_ Richard, A.B,|/had not been getting along with 

| Wesleyan, "41, Gen. Elec. Co. C. L. Menser, NBC v.p. in charge of 
(7)—Livesay, Mrs. Martha Pace,| programs, and so, when the oppor- 

|Sarah Lawrence. tunity to take his services to the 
(4)—MacColl, Margaret, A.B.,| Government came up, Schechter re- 

Smith; M.S., Simmons School of So-| signed. 

cial Work Schechter joined NBC -in 19931. 
(3)—Morreim, Robert, A.B., St.: After establishing its news setup he 
Olaf, Northfield, Minn.; also Mac-became head of special events, 
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Despite OW! Hopes, Stations Not 
Too Receptive on German Programs 





German-American Congress for 


Democracy, one of the recent organi- 
zations created to align all Ameri- 
cans of German descent in a cam- 
paign to counteract Nazi propaganda 
in the U. S., is recording a series of 
transcribed programs in German 
which the Office of War Information 
(Lee Falk) is helping: to set on vari- 
ous stations throughout the country. 

Series entitled ‘We Did It Before, 
and We'll Do It Again,’ produced 
under the direction of Freedland 
Ferrand, is on station WBNX (see 
radio reviews this issue) and is 
scheduled to start next week over 
WHOM. Plan is to get the series 
going in predominantly German- 
language areas. 

Conrad Woelfel, secretary of the 
German-American Congress, states 
that the problem of counteracting 
Nazi propaganda via German-lan- 
guage programs is extremely diffi- 
cult becaus2 of the suspicion attached 
to any German-language broadcasts 
despite that the intent is good. In Mil- 
waukee and Pittsburgh stations have 
recently refused to carry any pro- 
grams in German. Of the 22 sta- 
tions which are regarded as pros- 
pects for the series around eight ap- 
pear to be interested to date. 


Ferrand was formerly ‘attached to 
the commercial department of the 
German radio monopoly prior to 
Hitler’s rise. He was then head of 
the radio division of the Quai d’Orsai 
in Paris, later coming to the U. S. 


Among the performers on the re- 
corded series are Theo Goetz, form- 
erly of the Salzburg Festival, and 
Ellen Schwaneke, German actress 
who spurned Hitler’s invitation to 
return to the Reich in 1938. 

A statement was issued publicly 
in New York recently by the Loyal 
Americans of German Descent, of 
which George H. Shuster, presi- 
dent of Hunter College, is president, 
quoting from a letter sent separately 
to Chairman James L. Fly of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. It consisted of a general blast 
against foreign language ‘producers 


of German radio programs’ who are | 


‘individuals who were outspokenly 
enthusiastic supporters of Hitler be- 
fore Pearl Harbor.’ 





The Foreign language broadcast- | 


ing Control, recently 
promptly dispatched an 
letter to Fly, expressing the general 
view that the Loyal Americans of 
German Descent were denouncing 
abuses that may have existed in the 
past, but have already been cleaned 
up. 
Simon, of WPEN, Philadelphia, and 
Joseph Lang, of WHOM, Jersey City, 
Fly was informed ‘we want you to 
know that our committee has been 
on its toes since its formation and 
we know of no situation that re- 
quired attention that has not been 
promptly acted upon.’ 
Meantime, the foreign 


Situation got additional publicity 


organized, | 
answering | 


Under the signature of Arthur | 


language | 


with disclosure of the arrest as | 
enemy aliens of Willy Bolle and | 


Emil Detzel, YorkviNe furniture 
dealers who have sponsored Ger- 


man programs on various New YOrk | 


transmitters in the past. 





Staff Changes at KMOX; 


W. B. Campbell on Sales | 


St. Louis, Aug. 11. 


Effective Sept. 1, 


Wendell B. 


Campbell, western sales manager of | 


Radio Sales, becomes sales manager 


at KMOX, local CBS outlet, succeed- | 


ing J. Soulard Johnson who resigned 
to enter.the Army Air Corps’ Offi- 
cers’ Training Camp at Miami Beach. 
Campbell, in charge of the Chicago 
office for Radio Sales since last May 
will also have charge of sales serv- 
ice, sales promotion and sales mer- 
chandising. 

_Two unfilled spots in the execu- 
tive staff at the station have been 


created by. the mesing of Chessex Savy > 
Tiny’ Renier, program-director, to | 
the New York staff of CBS as an | 
executive producer, and the induc- | 


tion of C. Cabanne Link, publicity 
director. 





Moose Jaw, Sask—Norm McBain, 
announcer with CHAB, Moose Jaw, 


has joined the Royal Canadian Air | 


a and George Broatch is with 
the Navy. Newcomer is Bill Rapanos. 
Je ‘épnime Fladager added to the 
staff 


Dsiness 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
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| SOLDIER SHOW SELLS 


BONDS TO TEXANS 


Houston, Aug. 11. 

A new quiz program, ‘What’s "Your 
Name, Soldier?’ in which army 
camps will compete with each other 
for war bond prizes, will make its 
debut over the Texas Quality Net- 
work, including KPRC of Houston, 
Aug. 12. The program will be pre- 
sented by a glee club, a 28-piece 
band and a small swing orchestra 
with soloists, all soldier talent. 

The program is being produced by 
Lee Segall, creator of the ‘Dr. I. Q.’ 
and the ‘Sing for Dough’ programs. 

Time js being donated by the TQN. 


Gunther’s Yankee Heroes 











Baltimore, Aug. 11. 

Gunther Brewery is currently 
airing ‘Sons of Freedom,’ five minute 
stretch across the board via WBAL. 
Presents dramatic episodes in lives 
of American heroes from George 
Washington to Douglas MacArthur. 

Scripted by Walter W. Mead, plat- 
ters enlist Roy F. Bargy, music; 
Robert Brillmayer, production, and 
Hilda Vaughn, Phil Barry and David 
S. Jordan in acting roles. 

Placed by the H. E. Hudgins 
Agency. 





Bushneli May Succeed? 


Montreal, Aug. 11. 


Speculation regarding a suc- 
cessor ta Gladstone Murray as 
general manager of the Canad- 
ian Broadcasting Corp. currently 
revolves about E. C. Bushnell 
and Ira Dillworth, 


Bushnell, one of the most 
popular execs with the CBC, is 
regarded as a likely choice ow- 
ing to his complete knowledge 
of every phase of Canadian 
broadcasting. He is currently 
stations relations and program 
supervisor. 

Dillworth is the CBC regional 
head in British Columbia. 


Radio Council Stations 
Distribute Leaflets On 
Coal Storage Situation 


Denver, Aug. 11. 


The Rocky Mountain Radio Coun- 
cil in cooperation with the radio 
stations of this area (cold in 
winter!) is heavily playing up the 
necessity of ample storage of coal 
in homes because of war conditions: 

Some 54 radio stations are print- 
ing and distributing reprints of 
Council announcements on subect. 

















WLAV to McGillvra 


WLAV, Grand Rapids, has named 
Joseph Hershey McGillvra as _ its 
national sales rep. 

Station operates full time and is 
affiliated with Mutual. 





To Decide Gladstone Murray's Fate 


Aug. 17 When 


CBC Board Meets 





Toronto, Aug. 11. 
One political faction is demanding 
that, in the light of the report of 
the Parliamentary Radio Committee, 
all members of the CBC board of 
governors should resign. Another 
faction is as vociferously insisting 
that Gladstone Murray, CBC g.m., is 
being unfairly kicked around not 
only by certain members of Com- 
mons’ Radio Committee but by 
prejudiced witnesses and members 
of the CBC board of governors whe 

propose making Murray the patsy. 
In the Federal government inquiry 
into State-owned radio in Canada, 
the parliamentary report suggested 
that Murray ‘could be used in an- 
other capacity than that of general 
manager and head of the corporation.’ 
Meanwhile, Rene Morin, chairman 
of the board of governors, has called 
a meeting of the board for Aug. 17 
when the case of Murray will be 
considered. Criticism has been caus- 
tic in some quarters as to the date 
of the meeting, the opinion being 
that it should.be earlier. In extenu- 
ation, it might be noted that the 
members of the board reside in all 
parts of Canada from Halifax to Vic- 

toria and that they are busy men. 
The board has been asked by the 
Parliamentary Radio Committee to 
‘consider’ placing Murray in another 
position. It will not be his first de- 
motion. Some months ago, Anguatin 
Frigon, assistant g.m. of the CBC, 
took over the directional-policy ac- 








tivities of the CBC from his chief, 
leaving Murray solely as program 
director, 

Generally speaking, the parliamen- 
tary report is a vindication of that 
earlier report presented by the late 
Alan Plaunt, member of the board 
of governors, who resigned because 
his recommendations were so apa- 
thetically received. (He died two 
or three months later). That was 
definitely in favor of one man com- 
petent enough to discharge all the 
duties of a general manager without 
specializing in one particular phase 
of broadcasting. At the time of the 
Plaunt report, the board of gover- 
nors were not prepared to agree with 
his criticism of Murray; now it seems 
as if certain of the members are. 

Meanwhile, with Murray losing the 
confidence of the board of governors 
and destined to be presumably pil- 
loried on Aug. 17, a resultant devel- 
opment has been a considerable loss 
of confidence in the personnel of the 
board itself on the part of Canadian 
radio-listeners who are closely fol- 
lowing both sides of the question. 





Missoula, Mont. — Staff switches 
and additions at KGVO, Missoula, 
Mont., include: Rod Belcher of 
KIEM, Eureka, Cal., as news editor; 
Elwood Thompson to the announc- 
ing staff; and Margaret Leppert Pet- 
erson as the new Women’s Program 
Director in place of Dorothy Burgess 
who resigned. 
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America’s 


A 
Weve boasted a great deal about 
WHN’s ability to get results — to 
sell things like cigarettes, razor 


blades, soap and breakfast eereal. 


On Wednesday, August Sth, we 
aceepted Uncle Sam’s challenge to 
put WHN’s selling power to work 


in the direct sale of War Savings 


For exactly two hours and five 
minutes on that date, during our 
exclusive broadcast of the Dodgers- 
Giants twilight baseball game, Red 
Barber told listeners to telephone 
in their pledges to buy War Bonds 
and to send their checks to WHN. 


WHN GETS RESULTS FOR UNCLE SAM, TOO 
*100,000 in War Savings Bonds sold in two-hour broadcast | 


No previous or outside publicity was 


given to the sale. 


By the end of the broadcast, 
pledges totaling $58,000 had man- 
aged their way through a jammed 


switehboard. 


Persevering listeners continued to 
call all night and the next day to 


ewell the total sales to over $100,000 


in War Bonds. 


It’s all yours, Unele Sam, to help 
buy the things we need for Victory. 
We're humbly proud to include you 


among our clients for whom we 


get reewlts. 


WHN 


NEW YORK 





Most Powerful Independent Statior 
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Government Avers—Fi 


Both Radio and Printed Claims Are Questionable, 


rst Important Crack-Down 


of Kind in Years—Companies to Fight 





Washington, Aug. 11. 

Two of radio’s biggest time-buy- 
ers—makers of Camel and Philip 
Morris cigarets—have been charged 
by the Federal Trade Commission 
in a copy clean-up drive of major 
Significance with misleading the 
: public in both printed and micro- 
. phoned advertising. The’ F.T.C. 
crusade is the first important move 

against the tobacco companies since 
j the Government agency back in pre- 
; depression days sapOolioed the ‘reach 








[ for a Lucky instead of a sweet’ 
a ; come-on., 

‘| Besides putting two big time- 
fa buyers on the defensive because of 
claims that their product is superior 


for ‘medical’ reasons, the F.T.C. has 
made a direct charge of misrepre- 
sentation over the air. The com- 
plaint against R. J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Co. alleges that radio listeners were 
duped into thinking that persons 
Sf praising Camels were before the 
mike. The Commish indictment did 
not, however, embrace either the 
agency handling the Reynolds ac- 
count or networks or stations. 

The complaints, which are due to 
be fought vigorously, are based on 
familiar assertions that Philip 
Morris fags are easier on the throat 
and the Reynolds coffin nails help 
the digestion and ‘give a lift.’ 
Minor criticism was made of the 
copy plugging Revelation (Morris) 
and Prince Albert (Reynolds) pipe 
tobaccos and of the way Morris 
wraps up Dunhill cigs. 

Not ‘Scientific’ 

Sweeping charges are made in the 
F.T.C. citations, which list at great 
length the allegedly misleading and 
untruthful statements. Morris was 
accused of publicizing ‘medical’ and 
‘scientific’ statements which were 
not ‘impartial’ findings of experi- 
enced, trained persons. Reynolds is 
hit for using phony testimonials— 
in some cases from persons who do 
not smoke any brand of fag. 

Though no broadcasters are re- 
spondents in the proceedings, the 
¥.T.C. complaint constitutes warning 
to networks, stations, and transcrip- 
tion makers that the copy on behalf 
: of the various Morris and Reynolds 
i products should be scrutinized very 
closely. There were 19 specific 

; Philip Morris claims cited by the 
it Commish and 29 arguments on be- 














Another Radio Job 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

Donald Nelson of the War Pro- 
duction Board has written a let- 
ter to the radio head of the Office 
of War Information, W. B. Lewis, 
stating ‘I cannot impress upon 
you too strongly the importance 
of the Junk Salvage campaign.’ 
This is calandared under the net- 
work allocation plan from Aug. 
24-Sept. 6. 

Adding that the ‘whole war 
production program is in a criti- 
cal stage’ Nelson proclaims the 
stark need of getting lots and 
lots of: 








Scrap Iron. Lead. 

Copper. Rubber. 

Brass. Rags. 

Zine. Manila rope. 

Aluminum Burlap. 
——— 





KOOL SQUARES 
ITS COPY WITH 
UNCLE SAM 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

While two rivals decided to fight 
the government, makers of Kool 
cigarets last week promised to re- 
vise their radio, newspaper, and 
magazine copy to overcome objec- 
tion that misleading claims were 
made for the mentholated smokes. 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco Corp. 
signed a stipulation with the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission that kills the 
therapeutic claims which have been 
the basis of Kool ballyhoo. 

Radio puffs will be changed to 
eliminate the sales talk about the 
menthol treatment giving extra pro- 
tection and the claim that Kools are 
a good treatment for cold. The copy 
also will omit representations that 
the fags are easier on the throat 
and mouth and references to the 
medical uses of menthol, 











» i half of Camels. 

In general, the F.T.C. 
the Morris contention that their fags 
are less irritating and the medical 
profession has backed up this claim 
and hit Reynolds for the ballyhoo 

t about Camels not hurting the users’ 

wind, being the favorite of cham- 

} pions, provide extrr energy, and are 
of costlier tobacco. 

Intriguing aspect of the indict- 
ment against Reynolds was the flat 
charge that voice misrepresentation 

= occurred over the air. Never be- 

{ fore, though the F.T.C. has been 

f ogling scripts for nearly a decade, 

§ has any radio advertiser been ac- 
cused of such an offense. After al- 
leging that Reynolds has published 
paid testimonials that are incorrect, 
the Commish said the Camels man- 
ufacturer has represented in radio 
broadcasts ‘that certain voices used 
in them are those of persons named 
by it and by its representatives 
when in fact such voices were not 
those of the persons so represented 
by it and such persons were not 
present at the broadcasts.’ 


challenged | 





Texas University Collabs 
On WOAI Bomber Tales 


i San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

| In cooperation with the Radio 
F House of the University of Texas, 
if station WOAI will air a special se- 
Bl ries of four broadcasts titled Path- 
finders of the Sky. Series will be 
ie a dramatized story of the key men 
in this war’s bomber crews, the 
aerial navigator. Broadcasts will 
bring out the story of the lads who 








ip i set the course of America’s great 
Bee bombing planes. 

> Series will be written and pre- 
ES @ sented by members of the U. of 
Att “Texas Radio House from Austin. 

' Kolin D. Hager, veteran WGY, 
4 Schenectady, manager, back at his 
Ems desk after vacation. 


13-YEAR-OLD BOY 
WSNY ANNOUNCER 





Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 11. 
WSNY has what is believed to be 
| one of the youngest regular an- 
;nouncers in the business, in 15-year- 
|old Bob Wallace. Boy attracted at- 

tention during numerous appear- 
j}ances on ‘The Little Red School- 
| house,” commercial quiz over WGY. 
|He will complete another year at 
| Albany High School and will then 
| work his way through Union Col- 
| lege, Schenectady, while filling tricks 
at WSNY. 
Two other 
ithe WSNY 


youngsters with whom 
management has ar- 
ranged to attend Union College 
| while serving at the station are 
| Walter Goad and Bill McVey. 


CHARGE CAMELS, MORRIS COPY PHONY; 
TRADE COMMISSION SEEKS TO STOP IT 





eet - 


Jane Force to Madison 
For Marital Proximity 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 

Jane Force, continuity writer with 
the Russel M. Seeds Agency for the 
past six years, on the Piantation 
Party and Reveille Roundup shows, 
has resigned. 

Writer will join her husband, who 
is an instructor at the new Army 
Air Corps training school at Madi- 
son. She will be affiliated with 
WIBA in Madison, 


BOMB SILENCES 
AXIS-PRAISING 
STATION 


Montevideo, Uruguay, Aug. 11. 

In an outburst of anti-Axis feeling 
here Thursday (6), Radio Continen- 
tal was destroyed by a bomb. Sta- 
tion regularly broadcast news fa- 
vorable to the Germans, Japs and 
Italians and had aroused much bit- 
ter feeling over a period of months. 
It was placed on both the U. S. and 
British blacklists almost a year ago. 

Transmitter is awned by Racine 
& Schmidt Co. It was cited by the 
Uruguayan government last March 
for the tenor of its broadeasts and 
forbidden to use news and comment 
supplied by Axis agencies. That didn’t 
seem to bring a halt, however, to 
the vicious attacks on the United 
Nations and the pro-Axis tone of 
much of its broadcasts. 

Police are still searching for the 
man who tossed a bomb into the 
station and escaped in the ensuing 
confusion. Director of Radio Con- 








ployee of the Communications De- 
partment whose home was recently 
raided by a Uruguayan Congres- 
sional committee investigating pro- 
Axis activity here. 


HIGH SCHOOL GRID’S 
EARLY TEXAS KICKOFF 


San Antonio, Aug. 11. 
Football made an early appear- 
ance here in the southwest with the 
broadcast on 
eight station network of a game 
played at Abilene, Texas, 
the North and South high 











school 


football teams, climax of the Texas | 


High School Coaches association’s 
annual gridiron school held there. 

Program was aired over KRBC, 
Abilene; KGKL, San Angelo: KBST, 
Big Springs; KRLH, Midland; 
KFYO, Lubbock; KFJZ, Fort Worth; 
WACO, Waco and KXYZ, Houston. 
Ves Box was at the microphone for 
the play-by-play account with Tee 
Casper giving out with the local 
color. 


|; Humble Oil and Refining Co. heavy 
user last year of Texas stations in 
| the football season. 





to the announcing staff at WSNY, 
Schenectady. 














'. Radio Daffodils - 


tinental is said to be a former em- | 


Saturday (8) on an| 


between | 


Broadcasts was sponsored by the | 


Norman Gunther is a new addition | 











Portsmouth, Va.—Oddest call-lette 
a new 250-watter that will hit the 
known as WSAP. 





rs in the business probably belong to 
air here around Sept. 1. It will be 


America already has KALE, KOIN, KOIL, KAVE, KROW, KOY, WAGE, 


Denver—Local spieler received 
critic. 


Charlotte, N. C.—Soldiers will be 


because of lack of room. 


Philadelphia—As a stunt for an 


floor show at Central prison at Raleigh each Saturday night. 
bring the lady friend along, but the general public cannot be admitted 


WAVE, WEAN, WHO, WIND, WING, WIRE, and WOW. 





the following from an anonymous 


Announcer prevention is worth a-pound of cure.’ 





admitted to the radio broadcast and 
They may 





old record collection drive WCAU 


secured permission from police chief of swanky Ardmore suburb to send 
a sound truck on the streets accompanied by entertainers. Unhappily 
the truck parked outside the Ardmore Township building and the city 
council, then in session, couldn’t hear themselves think. They buzzed the 
pense of police fast and the chief sent the cops to end the stunt he had 
okayed. 





Inside Stuf—Radio 


July 29, 42 may never mean much in the annals of radio but it figures 
o weigh down the New York baseball announcing pair of Mei Allen and 
Connie Desmond. That was the day these boys played around with not 
one ball game, not two games, just three games. 

It was thisaway. In the afternoon they did a double-header for the 
Giants from the Polo Grounds. In the evening it was the second game of 
one of those twilight twin bills from Chicago on the Yanks. Oh boy! 
What a day in any baseball announcer’s league. It came over WOR in 
the afternoon and WMCA at night. 

Who knows whether Allen, or Desmond, stuck through all three games? 
It doesn’t seem possible. After all, golf's a nice game, too—but did you 
ever try te play 54 holes in one day? Or what fan of fans could listen 
to three games in an afternoon and evening? 

It used to be that Ransom Sherman was supposed to be as busy a little 
bee as radio had to offer, what with his 45-minute Club Matinee followed 
by a full hour program that night—both shows written, produced and 
supervised by Sherman and both sustaining. But if Allen and Desmond 
are going to be assigned to do three ball games a day then, indeed, their 
toughening up process has already started. 





os 





Decision on a radio program for the dessert and baking powder products 
of the Standard Brands account, which was acquired last week by the 
Ted Bates agency, will probably be made in the next couple of weeks. 
Meanwhile James S. Adams, Standard Brands president, has gone to the 
Coast, where he will remain until about Sept. 1. 

Likely that the Bates agency’s share of the company’s business, includ- 
ing Royal gelatine, Royal desserts and Royal baking powder, will sponsor 
only a single show, sharing the commercial plugs. The agency is already 
tentatively lining up program prospects, but is not yet ready to make a 
recommendation. Contrary to previous report, the Tenderleaf Tea por- 
tion of the Standard Brands business is not being shifted from J. Walter 
Thompson to Bates. Thus, the ‘One Man's Family’ program Sunday nights 
on NBC will remain as before. 

On its other new account, Carter’s Little Liver Pills, the Bates agency 
contemplates no immediate change in the radio setup. ‘Inner Sanctum’ 
will stay indefinitely on the Blue network Sunday nights and the spot 
campaign will be continued. 





Sherman K. Ellis’ agency has completed and is distributing a survey of 
the customer traffic in super markets that provides some interesting field 
for speculation in daytime radio. The report, a play-by-play of who 
shops when, is based on a seven-day survey of one cash and carry super 
market in each of 14 communities across the country. The sample may 
be too small to be truly representative, but the data culled and the de- 
ductions which it produced are titillating . 

Thus more than 25% of the total weekly business was done between 
noon and closing time on Saturday which, the report deduced, would 
seem to make Saturday morning an admirable radio time. Yet the five-a- 
| week and three-a-week strip shows exclude Saturday airings. 

Proposed plan of Henry J. Kaiser, Pacific Coast shipbuilder, for the con- 
struction of a fleet of several thousand super-cargo planes was first re- 
|vealed by him on a special broadcast over station KEX, Portland, Ore. 
| Occasion was the launching of the S. S. Harvey W. Scott, at the yards 
lof the Oregon Shipbuilding Corp., Portland. Kaiser gave no hint of what 
|he intended to say on the broadcast, so spectators and listeners expected 
|a routine pep talk to the workers. The suggestion of mass-production of 
|the huge air-transports was so surprising to the ship workers and others 
lin the audience that it almost escaped them. It took them several! min- 





jutes to realize what the proposal involved. 

| omen 

e Scarcity of fuel oil for heating homes and apartment houses this winter 
may bring a boom in coal advertising. Conversion back to coal-burning 
is said not to be too difficult. The Government is worried for fear of 
heatless situations in the eastern zone. 

Perhaps symptomatic of the advertising flutters that may be expected 
in this connection is Ruthrauff & Ryan’s recent statement on the subject 
on behalf of its client, D., L. & W. Coal. This had special reference to 
the radio program, ‘The Shadow.’ 





Don Ameche comes back to roost on the Chase & Sanborn program 
in the fall. Contracts are being signed by the J. Walter Thompson 
j}agency and George Frank, agent for Ameche, after the nod was given 
‘the film star over Jack Carson, in strong contention. Java show under- 
| goes a change in format for the new season beginning Sept. 6, occa- 


lsioned by the withdrawal of Abbott and Costello for their own Camel 





| show and the return of Ameche to his former duties as emcee. 
| 


| Cal Tinney (Bayuk Cigars, Mutual) has called himself "100 % wrong’ 
in his previous broadcast concerning Army Post Exchanges, their profits 
land what is done with these profits. But the Army is not mollified, feel- 
|ing that the damage done to officer prestige was very great, the retraction 
| inadequate to the offense. The Army sees this as a matter of ‘irrespon- 
| sibility’ and mentions what would happen to anybody in Government 
|service who was equally careless. 





NBC’s Irene Kuhn addressed a record-breaking crowd at the Omaha 
Rotary Club iast week, calling Japanese attacks on the U. S. ‘madness 
which she could not understand. Miss Kuhn was under auspices of 
station WOW. Alex Dreier, will be in Omaha, Aug. 18-19, to speak before 


| the Chamber of Commerce. 





DAY AND NIGHT NOW op al 


Columbia, S. C., Aug. 11. 
WIS now operating on 5,000 watts 
|day-night schedule instead of 5,000 — 
| day and 1,000 night. Expansion con- 
| struction begun five months ago com- 
pleted. 

Richard Shafto is general manager. 


WHOM’s Macaroni Quiz 


Chicago Macaroni Co. has started 
a new Italian language quiz series, 
If You Can,’ on WHOM, 
Jersey City. It’s a summer replace- 
ment for the same account’s dra- 
matic strip show on the same sta- 
tion. The quizzer airs Saturday 
nights and is handled by Joe Savoli. 
The macaroni concert bankrolls a 
recorded musical series the other 
nights of the week. 

Under the name of Ray Marshall, 
Savoli also handles English language 
shows on WHOM. 


Coca-Cola has bought the 9:30- 
9:55 p.m. period on the Blue network 
six nights a week for a new name 
band program to begin Sept. 21. 
New show will not have any simil- 
arity to Coca-Cola’s ‘Spotlight Bands’ 
program which rode Mutual earlier 
this year, other than that it will use 
popular dance bands. Blue’s oc- 
cupant will have a new format not 
yet fully decided. 

Show will have 100 outlets on the 
Blue, compared to the 80 that the 
Mutual program used. D’Arcy is 
the agency. 








‘Answer 





Akron, 0.—Stanley Peyton has left 
WRRN, Warren, O., to become an 
annnouncer at WJW, here. 

Howard Maschmeier is leaving 
WRRN, Warren, to join the Army. 

Horace Norman, formerly of 
WADC, Akron, is now an Army pri- 
vate at Miami Beach, Fla. 
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GOVERNMENT T0 
BUY RADIO TIME 
IN CANADA 


Canadian Government will spend 
a sum variously estimated from 
$1,000,000 to $1,500,000 in sponsoring 
radio programs over Canadian sta- 
tions dealing with the national war 
effort during the coming year. A 
large slice of this will go to pri- 
vately-owned stations. 

For a long time following the out- 
break of war the Canadian Govern- 
ment limited appropriations for ad- 
vertising wartime regulations and 
other information to the newspapers. 
During the past six months the Gov- 
ernment began to buy spots. 

Plans currently are for the Cana- 
dian Wartime Prices and Trade 
Board to use quarter-hour and pos- 
sibly half-hour shows in addition 
to spots. Volume or revenue from 
this source will offset to a large 
extent the loss of business from pri- 
vate industry leaving the air due to 
product shortages and other war- 
time restrictions. 


EPH. JAMES 
IN U. S. ARMY 


E. P. H. (Jimmy) James, director 
of, promotion and publicity for the 
Blue Network, entered the U. S. 
Army Air Forces at Miami last 
weekend as a first lieutenant. Though 
still a comparatively young fellow, 
James rates as an NBC oldtimer. 


His connection with the network 
dates back to 1927. 

For over 12 years he headed up 
NBC’s sales promotion and advertis- 
ing. When the divorcement between 
the Red and the Blue became effec- 
tive James wound up with authority 
over all promotion, advertising 
publicity and research for the Blue 
Network. : 

He was born in England. 














Harland Tucker, legit, film and ra- 
dio actor of New York, has joined 
the talent staff of KGW-EX, Port- 
land. 











NEW YORK'S NEWEST STATION 







1190 KG + CLEAR CHANNEL 


A tht Ooerneght 


“WLIB is fast becoming a tovorite 
with matinee diolers— 
Ben Gross, N. Y. DAILY NEWS 


B46 Fiotbush Ave Brooklyn NY 






OFFICES 





GOV'T-SPONSORED 
PROGRAM FOR GALS 


Montreal, Aug. 11. 
Sponsored by the War Time Prices 
& Trade Board, ‘Le Courier du Jour’ 
(Daily Budget) scripted specially 
for women, teed off on CBF, local 
French section of the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. and is program- 
med for Mondays through Fridays at 
10:15 to 10:30 a.m. indefinitely. The 
Prices Board will use this medium 
to explain new rulings and old reg- 
ulations to the French-Canadian 

women of this city and province. 
It will also be aired over the 

French network of the province. 


Widen Hookup 
Of Interstate’s 
Radio Show 


San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

‘Showtime,’ Interstate Theatre Cir- 
cuit’s weekly half-hour radio show, 
now has largest network hook-up in 
the area. In addition to the stations 
comprising the Texas Quality Net- 
work, stations KRBC, Abilene; 
KRGV, Weslaco, and KGNC, Ama- 
rillo, have been addef. 

Programs are broadcast from the 
stage of the Majestic theatre in Dal- 
las, and present the Showtime Or- 
chestra and Chorus, the Tune Tum- 
blers, Ivan Wayne, soloist; Jimmy 
Riddle, harmonica soloist, and Du- 
relle Alexander, former Eddy Du- 
chin songstress. 

TQN stations carrying the show 
include WOAI, here; WFAA, Dallas; 
WBAP, Fort Worth, and KPRC, 
Houston, 


WGEO to Australia 


Schenectady, N. Y., Aug. 11. 

GE’s short-wave station WGEO be- 
gan to beam its daily broadcasts to 
the Australia-New Zealand area on a 
new frequency Aug. 1. FCC granted 
it permission to change to 9650 kilo- 
cycles for these DXers because it was 
discovered that the signal on 9530 
kilos was so powerful that they 
blanked out talks by American serv- 
icemen in Australia to their parents 
on short-wavers to this country. The 
latter are arranged by the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission. The two- 
hour seven-day-weekly shows via 
WGEO, which hit Australia and New 
Zealand in choice evening hours for 
the entertainment of troops, ride 
from here 6 to 8 a.m. 

WGEO is continuing to use 9530 
kilocycles, long assigned to it, for 
DXers to Europe and South America. 


ELEANOR HANSON’S SIDE-JOB 


Cleveland, Aug. 11. 

Eleanor Hanson, director of 
women’s activities, WHK-WCLE, has 
been appointed a $l-a-year chairman 
of women’s radio activities for the 
War Savings Staff of Ohio. 

Although retaining her station af- 
filiations, Miss Hanson plans to visit 
all sections of Ohio to coordinate 
women’s radio programs in behalf of 
the intensified War Bond and Stamp 
sales drive. 
































Squibb on ‘The Dream’ 


E. R. Squibb & Sons sponsor 
of ‘Keep Singing, Keep Work- 
ing for America’ on CBS, has 
prepared an ornamental wall 
reproduction of part of a radio 
continuity that» has been much- 
noted apropos what we're fight- 
ing for. The copy follows: 

‘There was a dream ... that 
men one day could speak the 





thoughts of their choosing. 
There was a hope ... that men 
could one day stroll through 
streets at evening, unafraid. 


There was a prayer ... that 
each could speak to his own God 
—in his own church — That 
dream, that hope, that prayer 
became . . America! Great 
strength, youthful heart, vast en- 
terprise, hard work made it so. 
Now that same America is the 
dream ... the hope... the 
prayer of the world. Our free- 
dom—its dream, our strength— 
—its hope. Our swift race 
against time — its prayer! We 
must not fail the world now. 
We must not fail to share our 
freedom with it—afterwards... 
Keep Singing, Keep Working, 
and Fight for America” 


KABC, SAN ANTO 
JOINS BLUE WEB 
| AUG 16 


San Antonio, Aug. 11. 

KABC will become local Blue Net- 
work outlet for San Antonio on Aug. 
16. Gene Cagle, general manager of 
the Texas State Network, completed 
the details with Blue Network offi- 
cials in New York the past week. 

According to the deal KABC here, 
WACO and KNOW, Austin, will join 
the web. This marks first time that 
Southwest will have a complete Blue 
Network coverage. All stations will 
continue to carry Mutual and TSN 
airings. 


DISC JOCKEYS 
WAR BOND GAG 


Alan Courtney, WOV, New York, 
platter jockey, is selling War Bonds 
on his program by auctioning 
records to the highest bidder among 
his listeners. Courtney spins a 
|master of the record and offers it 
ito the highest bid phoned in within 
| the next 60 minutes. Since the show 
runs for two and one-half hours he 
usually peddles three records a 
night. While top bidder gets the 
master the also-rans get copies and 
all bidders must purchase bonds to 
the value of their bid before the 
record is delivered. 

The first night he pulled the stunt 
(Aug. 6th) Courtney disposed of 
$1,075 of War Bonds. Top price was 
$200 for the master record of 
‘Travelin’ Light’ which Paul White- 
man and Billy Halliday cut for 
Capitol Records. . 



































Foster May’s Successors 
Omaha, Aug. 11. 

Replacing Foster May, who re- 
signed as news editor and 
broadcaster, WOW has named two 
men. Soren Munkhof, who has been 
assistant news manager of the sta- 
tion for six years, will be news edi- 
tor. Ray Clark will be the new 
chief broadcaster. 

May resigned to enter the pri- 
maries for United States senator, the 
voting taking place Tuesday, Aug. 
i8. This is May’s third campaign. 
Twice he ran for congress. 


chief 





Allan Daniels on KGW 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 11. 


Allan Daniels, veteran local broad- 
caster, has returned to KGW-KEX, 
Portland, with a four-weekly series, 
‘Homemade Sunshine,’ sponsored by 
Portland Loan Co. He does a song 
and piano show and handles his own 
commercials. 

Two broadcasts a week are at 
12:45-1 a.m. to catch the shipyard 








| 


workers arriving home at that hour, 
and the other two stanzas are 8:30- 
8:45 a.m. 


With Drum’s Okay, New York Stations 


Form Air Raid ‘Radio Central’ 





Radio stations in and around 
metropolitan New York have or- 
ganized, with the approval and co- 
operation of General Hugh A. Drum, 
who heads the Eastern Defense 
Command and the First Army, a 
‘radio central’ to facilitate the op- 
eration of the stations under actua 
air raid conditions. . 

Radio Central is located at (cen- 
sored) and is staffed 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. When, in case 
of an alert or raid, the stations go 
off the air this central post takes 
over. Only the Army can clear 
news or okay a station’s return to 


the air. Radio central is linked 
with the subscribing stations by 
radio line and private lines. Thus 


the operator on duty advises the 
stations, via the p.l., that a flash 
is coming. Then he sits at the mike, 
which is put directly on the air 
via the member stations and gives 
the all clear or a bulletin or a 
message, etc. Thus nothing unof- 
ficial nor detrimental can be aired 
and the member stations get feed 
box coverage and don’t have to 
worry about scooping each other or 
being scooped. 


Radio Central grew out of a meet- 
ing, about six weeks back, of all 
special events directors of New York 
stations, They were worried gbout 
what would happen in the event of 
an air raid and the possibility that 
one of them would go overboard in 
trying to scoop his mates since any 
misplay, at such a time, would prob- 
ably affect all stations. So they de- 
cided to setup ‘radio central’ and got 
General Drum’s okay for the setup. 


Financing for the equipment and 
lines comes from the member sta- 
tions in proportion to their wattage 
with the fees now ranging from $11 
to $26 per week. The ten major out- 
lets in Manhattan are now in the 
pool with the balance of the smaller 
and outlying indies due to signup 
shortly. Originally the pool was to 
maintain the entire staff but since 
all the stations are not contributing 
the Army provides coverage during 
days with civilians—all approved by 
the Army—holding down the post at 
night. 

Core of the ‘radio central’ plan is 
the fact that most stations maintain 
permanent lines into one of the net- 
work stations to enable them to take 
presidential broadcasts. Lines run 
from ‘radio central’ to the nets and 
then to the indies. Thus the line 
charges are comparatively light with 
civilian manpower and equipment 
being the most expensive items. 

Army manpower includes two ex- 


NBC newsmen, Sets. William Eliscu 
and Bob Eisenbach, who know the 
problems of special events coverage 
from the station end as well as the 
limitations required by the Army. 
The eventual objective is to bring 
every station in and around New 
York into the pool, so as to provide 
foolproof protection for both the 
military and the stations in case of 
an air raid. And, if the setup works 
as smoothly then as it does now it is 
not inconceivable that it may be 
utilized elsewhere in the nation. 

After Pearl Harbor, when New 
York City had a couple of phony air 
raid alarms, Mayor LaGuardia had 
WNYC, the city station, call the spe- 
cial events directors of every station 
into consultation on how to handle 
air raid alarms. At that time it was 
decided that WNYC and the local 
FCC men would get the alarms from 
the Army and phone them to the sta- 
tions. Subsequent tests proved this 
plan slow and cumberson:e and the 
chief engineer of one of the New 
York foreign language indies (Pete 
Testan of WBYN) submitted a plan, 
not unlike ‘radio central,’ to the 
FCC, the War Department, OCD and 
sundry other interested parties. This 
plan was apparently pigeonholed 
somewhere down the line and prob- 
ably had nothing to do with the 
modus operandi that is now being 
used, 

The executive committee of Radio 
Central has consisted of A. A. 
Schechter of NBC (now off NBC) as 
chairman and representative of the 
networks; Leon Goldstein of WMCA 
repping the indies, Morris Novik of 
WNYC for Mayor LaGuardia and the 
Office of Civilian Defense, and Herb 
Petty, WHN chief, handling the 
fir .nces. 


‘Set. Swing’ on CKAC 
Montreal, Aug. 11. 

‘Sergeant Swing,’ dance and song 
program on French independent sta- 
tion CKAC, goes into production 
Thursday (13) for a half hour every 
Thursday evening until the end of 
year. Fernand Robidoux is the Ser- 
geant, supported by Marie Therese 
Lenoir, diseuse, and Teddy Burns 
and Arthur Lefebvre, comics. At 
present sustaining but with sponsor- 
ship by Canadian government prome- 
ised in fall. 

Sponsored by piano dealers, J. E. 
Archambault, Ltee and Parmasse 
Musicale, CKAC, is airing ‘Chan- 
sonette de Chez Nous’ (Home Songs) 
every Wednesday, 8-8:30 p.m., start- 
ing Aug. 12. Uses French and Eng- 





lish songs in popular vein with Allan 
McIver at piano. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Tue Rapio Trade Is Discussinc: The Junk Salvage Campaign—Ralph 
Foote’s Snub of Sales Reps—Department of Justice appealing to ASCAP 
publishers for affidavits against Petrillo—The Army's continuing burn 
against Cal Tinney despite his retraction, 


bh bd dead 





Jack Alexander’s piece on Kate Smith in the Saturday Evening Post 
bears the title, ‘Philosopher at Work,’ and has a half-page color photo- 
graph of the star on lead page....Jeannette Sayre, ex-Council of Democ- 
racy, back in N. Y. area after spell as Macon, Georgia, she-announcer.... 
her husband went into officers training camp up north....Ed East and 
Polly left Friday (7) for California....back in four weeks. 

Smart Ned Sparks on ‘Information, Please’ last week avoided the ques- 
tions, stuck to wisecracks...this is the washup week of New York Uni- 
versity’s Radio Workshop...Fredericka Barach, secretary of Writers War 
Board, taking a holiday... 

Nellie Revell profiles Ford Bond today (Wednesday)....C. Lawton 
Campbell, ex-Ruthrauff & Ryan, now a major in U. S, Quartermaster 
Corps....Garrett Hollihan, WMCA continuity head, has new aide, Irving 
S. R. Carlin....Clive Howard, who formerly did publicity with Larry 
Stevens on the NYA Radio Workshop, now press agent on own....At 
CBS they call Dinty Doyle ‘The Stage Door Canteen Irishman’... .Clifton 
Fadiman in Washington last week conferring with Mexican officials on 
Lidice celebration in Mexico....It surprised few last Thursday when 
WMCA at last admitted the ‘Voice of Freedom’ was Rex Stout, leaving 
the local station for his new CBS series....Herbert Agar succeeds him at 
WMCA. 

Harry Ackerman, Young & Rubicam production supervisor, back from 
month’s vacation at Nantucket and to Lake Placid for fall program hud- 
dles with Ted Collins and Kate Smith....Constance Collier, Pedro de- 
Cordoba, Stan Shaw, Joseph Vitale and Basil Rysdale added to Radio 
Registry talent list....Florence Freeman, ‘Young Widder Brown’ lead, 
written out of serial for week’s vacation....Peter Donald and Anne Elst- 
ner joined ‘Amanda of Honeymoon’ Hill’ cast....Bill Adams commuting 
to Washington to announce the Earl Godwin show for Ford....Barry 
Hopkins, Patricia Ryan, George Baxter and Vera Allen in current ‘Mr. 
Keen’ sequence....Fred Uttal subbing for vacationing Dan Seymour as 
announcer of the Dorothy Kilgallen shgw....Nelson Case subbing for Art 
Millet, who’s off the ‘Maudie’s Diary’ announcing assignment because of an 
appendectomy....Jean McCoy acting and doing incidental singing on 
‘Lorenzo Jones,’ with James McCallion also added to the cast....Robert 
Haag joined ‘When a Girl Marries,’ replacing John Raby, who joined the 
Army....John Thomas added to ‘Stella Dallas’ cast in place of Kevin 
McCarthy, who went into the Army....Clifford Goldsmith, ‘Aldrich Fam- 
ily’ author, golfing at Nantucket. 

Ernest Shomo, of the Chicago staff of Radio Sales, Inc., is being brought 
into the New York office for a month....Johnny Johnstone, Blue special 
events and news director, will spend the next week or two on the Coast 
going over local problems....It will be a whole month’s vacation for 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young & Rubicam, and after that it will be 
another several weeks’ stay in Hollywood....Edgar Bergen in New York 
during the past week for a vacation strictly. 

Elaine Stern Carrington has been doing her recent writing of the ‘Pepper 
Young’ and ‘When a Girl Marries’ scripts while whirling through Sun 
Valley, the Pacific Northwest and Hollywood....Ralph N. Weil has re- 
placed Harry Herschel as manager of WOR, N. Y. Weil was formealy 
with International Radio Sales, while Herschel enlisted in the Army Air 
Corp....Dan Healy may not start his ‘The Night Mayor of New York’ 
series on WMCA until Aug. 24 because of that tooth trouble that landed 
him in the Jackson Heights hospital last week. The treatment included 
a blood transfusion....Marlin Firearms Co., which also makes razor 
blades, has picked the Korn Kobblers’ transcription series for shipment 
Overseas to the U. S. armed forces. 

Alice Lovejoy, script reader with the Blue Network, is now clearance 
officer on the flying field of the Piper Aircraft Co. at Lockhaven, Pa. 
She’s a licensed solo flyer but needs a couple hundred flying hours more 
to become instructor....Jay Sommers is the gag fabricator on the seven 
Prescott shows on the Blue....George Corey winds up a vacation around 
the corner from Vergennes, Vt., to do a broadcast in the ‘This Nation 
at War’ series at the latter spot Tuesday (18). 

Ken Frye, of NBC, Chicago, speculatively guessed as Abe Schecter’s 
possible successor at Radio City...Harry Keller, ex-Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet 


p.a., handling Dogs for Defense, Inc...Harry Feeney, with CBS 
press, has‘a father on the World-Telegram and two uncles on the Sun... 


Harry Frazee’s ‘Gibbs and Finney,’ Blue serial, has added Patsy Campbell 
as ingenue...Dorothy Baxter and Bob Hamilton cut a ‘Girl I Left Behind’ 
record at the Blue recently...Goodman and Jane Ace to Saratoga for a 
long weekend...Don Francisco held a mass press interview Monday at the 
Rockefeller Committee...Emilio Azcarraga of KEW, Mexico City in 
town 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


THe Rapio TrRapE Is Discussinc: Why C. A. B. ratings failed to take 
that anticipated wartime summer rise (one argument is that radio is 
‘depression’ entertainment. and there’s too much money around to keep 
the war workers at home)—The alarming rate of agency and network 
production execs either posed or priming for commissions in the service 
oe whether the calibre of replacements will affect program quality 
this fall. 





Don Cope and Esty Stowell shipped out by Benton & Bowles to take 
@ver Post Toasties’ time while Mann Holiner 


loafs at 
few weeks. 


Yosemite for a 
Over the typing to Sam Moore, John Medbury and Jerry Cady....Don 
Clark taken on by Nate Tufts as Ruthrauff & Ryan producer and draws 
the Bob Burns Lifebuoy program....Marshal Neal getting facilities in 
order for the first peep out of KWKW, Pasadena. He drew the last license 
for a new station before the freeze set in....Dot Kilgallen doing two broad- 
casts from here and vacationing in-between....Bernard Schubert signed 
Louella Parsons for a radio show with an Army-Navy Relief angle. All 
he’s got to do now is to find someone to bankroll it....Peter O’Crotty 
moved up at KNX as trade contact, and Andy Kelly back punching out 
publicity copy....Sidney Strotz and Fox Case named to the directorate 
of Hollywood Chamber of Commerce....Cecil Underwood on his first 
loafing spell in four years, producing ‘Fibber and Molly’ and later ‘The 
Great Silversleeve’ as an added duty. Ned Tollinger subs on the Mere- 
dith Willson summer sesh....Jack Sayers, former Coast publicity head 
for Young & Rubicam, installed here as western rep of Dr. George Gal- 
lup’s Audience Research Institute. Carroll Nye moved up as headman of 
Y & R flackery. 

George Moskovics now has Meredith Pratt, onetime Hearst promotion 
man, as aide in KNX sales promotion department. He follows Ed Bucka- 
lew, recently named station relations rep for the network’s western di- 
vision....Jack Benny brings his Grapenuts crew back to the air Aug. 30 
for OWI’s Victory Parade broadcast....Charles Brown, NBC sales pro- 
motion head, fratting with his old buddies at Sunset and Vine....Clark 
Andrews, former producer for Ruthrauff & Ryan, changes over to khaki 


in a couple of weeks....Vox-Poppers Warren Hull and John Cole around 
for a pair of broadcasts. 


IN CHICAGO . ... 


Harry Canfield of NBC’s Chicago guide staff has been inducted into the 
Army....new members of staff include Gerald Ravenscroft and John 
Condit....Dorothy Masters of NBC's press department, is now a volunteer 





WEAF Ticks Off 20 





WEAF, New York key sta- 
tion of NBC, is 20 years old and 
the matter is not being lightly 
disregarded by the staff and John 
McKay. 

Early copy and data has been 
dug up to show the changes time 
hath wrought. 


Payroll Traffic | 
aes Continued from page —— 


staff for about 10 years, 
moved to New York City, 
Hayward is now with NBC, 


‘OUR SECRET WEAPON—TRUTH’ 
With Rex Stout 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 7 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
The idea of this program is beau- 
tifully simple. Rex Stout stands at 
home plate. CBS’ shortwave listen- 
ing post pitches him assorted samples 
of Axis lies. Stout swings, putting 
no more into the swat than his whole 
soul and nervous system. The Axis 
lies are sent one by one over the 
fence and, it may be hoped, out of 
: circulation. 
Paterson, N. J.—Rolph Silver, p.a.| It is a program packed, almost too 
WPAT, Paterson, into army. Re-|packed, with references to chapter 
placed by Ruth Leafer. and verse, to sharp contrasts between 
. facts one ge gg — 
, now and the Axis then. out dec- 
Reno, Nevada — Jack Winston, |orates the quarter hour with scorn 
manager of radio station KOH, has|/and sarcasm. It is fascinating lis- 
enlisted in the Navy. He has been |tening, devastating counter-propa- 
replaced by Hugh Kees, ganda, an unquestionable service to 
the Government and the war effort 
on the part of a private individual 
and a private business. Land, 

















have 
where 











San Francisco—Frank Feliz, pub- 
licity director, KGO and Blue Net- 
work in Northern California, re- 
signed to join the Office of War In- 








KATHERINE CRAVENS 


formation, with headquarters in San | Commentator 
Francisco. 15 Mins.—Local 
Don Staley shifts from account Sustaining 


Daily, 12:45 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 

Here is one commentator who has 
never worked for a paper or been 
overseas, One who’s purely a radio 
product, and shows it with a deft and 
topnotch script and delivery. As a 
CBS commentator, sponsored by 
Pontiac for two years, she did a news 
show aimed at the females. At 
WNEW she’s gone in for guests who 
touch on the current conflict, yet have 


executive, KFRC, to local sales rep- 
resentative, KPO. 

Ray Baker, formerly of KFRC, 
was named network sales repre- 
sentative for NBC in Frisco. 





Seatile—New salesmen at KIRO, 
Seattle are Jerry Crollard, formerly 
with Sunset Outdoor Adv., and King 
Mitchell, formerly with KMO, Ta- 





coma a women’s angle, and manages to 
: keep the shows interesting and il- 
luminating. 
Rochester, N. Y¥.— Lowell Mac- 


On program caught (24) she guest- 
ed Dr. L. M. Birkhead, national di- 
rector of the Friends of Democracy, 
ardent anti-fascist and anti-isola- 
tionist group. Patter went into the 
background of the organization, how 
it worked with FBI and Government 
AJC agencies, how women fit into the 
Army recruiting chief. | group, what listeners could do to 

Jack Barry, staff announcer on |}combat rumormongers, etc. Show 
morning participation program and |kept an intellectual topic on a mass 
baseball broadcaster, moves. into |appeal level without losing strength, 
MacMillan’s spot, and Foster Brooks, | Mentioned names——Coughlin, Ingalls, 
with WHAM for the last two years, etc.—without getting vindictive or 


millan, 37, WHEC sportscaster, joined 
the Air Corps Military Intelligence 
as a first iieutenant, ending 11 years 
of sports chatter over WHEC and 
WHAM. He was sworn in over the 
air by Major Frederick Tillman, 





: ‘ ale ‘ losing the point. 

Aas powell aes ne Bs Miss Cravens opens with a brief 
an eee Yee Se TOOKS | commentary, closes with a summary 
morning participation program ON |of news notes slanted at women. 
WHAM, 


Since WNEW feeds news every hour 
she can’t very well do a straight 
news show. But she has a formula 
that clicks and in her choice of sub- 
ject matter is a pace setter, 


Homer Bliss, WHAM announcer, is 
awaiting Army call. 

Bob Speas, WHEC singer, has en- 
listed in the Army Air Corps and 
Organist Jerry Vogt has been in- 
ducted into the Army. 

Robert Arnold, formerly in charge 
of the Geneva office of WMBO, 


‘SMORGASBORD’ 
With Wally Olson’s Orchestra, Reu- 
ben Holmguist, Afhild Querber, 





Auburn, has joined WSAY as an-|._ Frank McInerney, Ethel Chilstrom 
nouncer 15 Mins.—Local 
' WCCO-CBS, Minneapolis 
This entertaining hodge-podge of 
Kansas City—New secretary to 4 ~ et om 


music, song and comedy aims prin- 
cipally at the large middle-aged 
Scandinavian audience in these parts. 
Frincipaily nostalgic in character, it 
hits the target squarely, carrying 


Frink Barhydt of KMBC publicity 
department is Merle Travis McKay. 

Bill Hamilton, formerly known as” 
Elmer McElreath, is new member of 











|b siness office staff past four years, 


} as lieutenant, j.g., on the public re- 
Scripter Phil Rapp also on his midyear sabbatical, turning 


the announcing staff. 


back the listeners to the old days 
Jim Whitfield, member of KMBC 


in the homeland by liberal recourse 
to Swedish folk and other songs of 
has left the station for yesteryears. Because the music and 
with North American 
bomber plant. 

Mrs. Wilma Thiesen is new secre- 
tary to Phil Evans, director of farm 
service at KMBC. 

Louise Elliott has left a position as 
secretary to the food service depart- 
ment at KMBC. 


a position 

Aviation listenable and the comedy amusing, 
the program’s appeal also is more 
general than is usually the case un- 
der nationalistic circumstances. 

Emphasizing the accordion and 
violin, the Olson- orchestra turned 
out tuneful polkas. Reuben Holm- 
quist, a baritone, and Alfhild Quer- 
ber,. soprano, teamed nicely with 
‘Styrman’s Valsen,’ a song of a home- 
sick sailor on shipboard. 

Olson performed creditably on the 
violin, his Scandinavian number, 
‘Sunday Afternoon With Your Girl,’ 
also introduced by its Swedish title. 
Then an ‘Ole Bull’ medley regis- 
tered. A brief comedy interlude by 





Boston — Henry Lundquist, in 
charge of WEEI’s defense programs, 
left tq join the First Naval District 


lations staff here. 

















Reebargy— warren Gerard, form-| Frank McInerney and Ethel Chil- 
| erly with WLEU ~ Erie, Pa., strom in their roles of an Irish cop 
been added to the WCAE announcing | and Swedish housemaid, was hokey 
staff. | dialect patter. Rees. 


has } 





for the Travelers’ Aid Society....Clem McCarthy made a guest appear- 
ance with Blue Barron’s ‘Show of Yesterday and Today’ broadcast from 
Chi....Don Brinkley and Carlyle Stevens, writers, were added to the 
continuity staff of WGN....Chicago’s AFRA is supplying guest stars for 
WBBWM’s ‘Victory Matinee,’ program dedieated to selling war bonds. 

Tom Builta, former WBBM announcer on ‘Scattefgood Baines’ and 
‘Poetic Melodies,’ returns to station as staff announcer for Columbia’s FM 
station in Chicago, WQ7C....Neva Patterson, singer at the Edgewater 
Beach hotel, joins WBBM as staff vocalist....“Victory Matinee’ has sold 
over $2,500 in war bonds during its two weeks on the air....Mary Ann 
Mercer substitutes for Louise Massey on ‘Reveille Roundup,’ heard over 
NEC, 6:45 to 7 a.m., CWT, while the western star vacations in Northern 
Wisconsin....Miss Mercer has been heard on ‘Uncle Walter’s Doghouse’ 
....both are Russel M. Seeds Agency programs. 

Hon. Charles S. Dougherty is the new judge on the bench in WJJD’s 
‘Safety Court’ broadcasts....Virginia Payne and Charles Eggleston cele- 
brate 10th year as members of ‘Ma Perkins’ show....Pat Flanagan, 
WJJD announcer, aided by White Sox pitchers Ed Smith and Bill Dietrich, 
last week sold over $20,000 in war bonds at Sears’ southside store.... 
Irene Rich flew to Chicago to celebrate her 10th anniversary with Welch 
Grape Juice and sign a new contract with this firm....Marion Claire, of 
‘America Loves a Melody,’ guest-starring on WGN’s ‘Music That Endures’ 
concert series this week....Larry Wherry of St. Louis has been appointed 
|} account executive for the commercial feed account of Quaker Oats by 
|; Sherman -& Marquette agency. 





singing are first-rate and extremely, 





Radio Reviews 


‘SUNDAY TOASTCHEE TIME’ 

With Edward MacHugh, Will Donald- 
son’s Quartet, Paul Lavalle’s String 
Orchestra 

30 Mins, 

LANCE, INC. 

Sunday, 4:30 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


(Morse International) 
On 65 stations of the Blue this is q 
commercial known as ‘Sunday Toast- 


chee Time.’ On WJZ and the rest of 
the net it’s a sustainer billed as ‘Easy 
Listening’ with war messages sup- 
posed to replace the commercials. 
The program undertakes to sell 
crackers, especially a new line that 
is so short on distribution, with a 
show that goes in for hymns and 
nostalgic stuff. - The quartet did 
‘America the Beautiful,’ ‘Sweetest 
Story Ever Told,’ ‘Sweet and Low,’ 
and ‘Now the Day Is Over.’ Paul 
Lavalle’s orch handled ‘Humoresque,’ 
‘Love’s Old Sweet Song,’ and ‘Beauti- 
ful Blue Danube.’ Edward MacHugh 
introduced himself right after the 
opening number but didn’t sing till 
10 minutes later when he also did a 
few lines of verse. 


The talent was so obviously under 
strict orders to be pleasant and re- 
laxing they overdid it. Leroy Mar- 
shall did the production and prob- 
ably went nuts trying to feed the 
commercial plugs to the sponsored 
stations since the sustainers didn’t 
get the war messages they were sup- 
posed to. 





‘BRITAIN TO AMERICA’—No. 3 
With Leslie Howard, Beatrice Lillie, 
Diana Wynard 
Talk, Songs, Orchestra 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Sunday, 5:30 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
A simple but graphic story of the 
great part that the British woman is 
playing in the war. The sense‘of re- 
straint and understatement which 
ran through the proceedings was, of 
course, typically British. verything 
was smartly timed, with each item 


slipped into artfully, so that the 
whole event had the illusion of a 
highly interesting travelog. Leslie 


Howard fitted 
rator. 

The shifting outflow of voices and 
sound effects took the listener on a 
tour which demonstrated not only 
how British women were serving on 
the home ,front, but the part they 
were playing in uniforms and over- 
alls. Beatrice Lillie got in for a 
couple songs by the device of relat- 
ing how this particular was help- 
ing maintain morale among soldiers 
and warworkers, Quite effective was 
the finale. Following a concerto by 
the London symphony orchestra, 
Diana Wynard recited the _ toast 
from ‘Cavalcade.’ It was her answer 
to the question, what are British 
women fighting for? Odec. 


in perfectly as nar- 





‘AN AMERICAN IN BRITAIN’—I 
With Joseph Julian 

30 Mins. 

Transoceanic 


Monday, 10 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 

Second episode of the six Norman 
Corwin will write-direct from 
England for CBS ih America carried 
his- imaginary Yankee visitor (him- 
self, played by Joseph Julian) 
through various small encounters in 
London and thence to Dover, most 
bombarded, most exposed outpost of 
the island. It again came through 
clearly, it again pictured the British 
in all their stolid bravery and calm 
standing up to constant danger. 

Corwin was impressed obviously, 
as who that visits England is not, 
with the astonishing politeness of 
policemen and small officials gen- 
erally. This contrasts pleasantly as a 
change from, and painfully as a con- 
trast to, our American coppers and 
snarling petty tyrants. 

Shortwave limitations have had the 
effect of stripping Corwin down to a 
calculated simplicity that is not 
contemptible as a model even when 
production limitations would not 
exist. Land. 


MARTHA AND HALL 
Songs, Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Tu.-Wed.-Th., 5:45 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Martha Lawrence, Southern girl, 
and Hal Bagg, pianist-script writer 
and arranger, have reunited after 
several years’ absence as a team 
from the air ways. Bagg, who con- 
ducts a school in New York, is com- 
ing to Schenectady three days a 
week for the new series. 

The format and style of their act 
have not materially changed. Miss 
Lawrence is still drawling light com- 
edy chatter with her ‘boy friend, 
between harmony numbers. The 
banter cues into the songs. Pleas- 


ant, quiet, personable Martha and 
Hall resemble a mixed No. 2 turn in 
vaudeville’s heyday. 


Jaco. 
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San Francisco Sets Its Season 





Many Met Singers Booked—Jean Tennyson in ‘The 
Love of Three Kings’ 





San Franciseo, Aug. 11. 

Repertory of 20th season of the 
San Francisco Opera Company has 
been set. Season will be divided 
into two subscriptions, the ‘regular’ 
series of 10 performances and the 
‘popular’ series of four. The season 
will open Oct. 9. 
the regular series are: 


‘Aida,’ with Stella Roman, Bruna_ 


Castagna, Frederick Jagel, Robert 
Weede and Ezio Pinza. 
‘Carmen, with Rise Stevens, 


Raoul Jobin, Lucia Albanese and 
John Brownlee. 

‘The Elixir.of Love,’ with Alba- 
nese, Salvatore Baccaloni, Jan 
Peerce and Weede. 

‘The Love of Three Kings,’ with 
Jean Tennyson, Charles Kullman, 
Pinza and Weede. 

‘Traviata,’ with Budi Sayao, Rich- 
ard Bonelli and Peerce. 

‘The Bartered Bride,’ in English, 
with Josephine Antoine, Marek 
Windheim, Kullman, Olive Ponitz, 
Lorenzo Alvary and Douglas Beattie. 

‘Le Coq d’Or,’ with Antoine, Bace 
caloni, Alvary, Beattie and Irra 
Petina. 

‘Faust,’ with Albanese, Jobin, Pinza 
and Brownless. 

‘The Masked Ball,’ with Roman, 
Castagna, Bonelli, Jagel and Antoine. 

‘Werther,’ with Stevens, Jobin, 
Albanese and Brownless. 

In the ‘popular’ series will be ‘The 
Barber of Seville,’ with Sayao, Bac- 
caloni, Pinza, Kullman and Brown- 
less, repeat performances of ‘Aida’ 
and ‘Faust’ and the twin bill, ‘Caval- 
leria Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ The 
Mascagni opera will be sung by 
Roman. Peerce, George Cehanovsky 
and Thelma Votipka and the Leon- 
cavallo work by Albanese, Jagel and 
Bonelli. 

Negotiations are still going on for 
appearance of Lily Pons. If they are 


successful, she will be listed for ‘The | 


Daughter of the Regiment,’ which 
will be substituted in the regular 
series for ‘The Elixir of Love,’ while 
‘Lucia’ will be given on the popular 
series in place of ‘Cavalleria Rusti- 
cana’ and ‘Pagliacci.’ 


Lewisohn Comment 
$44444444464444464444446445 


Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y., closed 





4.4444) 


out its concerts for the year yes- 
terday (Tuesday) with an ‘all re- 
quest program.’ During the -past 


week on Tuesday (4) four American 
works featured the program, none 
of which had overmuch to deliver 
and a crowd of less than 1,000 at- 
tended. 

On Wednesday (5) Lorin Maazel, 
12-year-old conductor took over be- 
fore 8,500 people and gave Beetho- 
vens’ C Minor symphony a magni- 
ficent reading. Some of the more 
powerful movements were slightly 
beyond his grasp, but his conducting 
in general marked a great budding 
genius of music. Mozart and Tschai- 
kowsky rounded out the bill, with 
the poised boy delivering amazing 
performances. 

Thursday and Friday, Johann 
Strauss’ ‘Gypsy Baron’ was pre* 
sented to 8,000 and 5,000 people re- 
spectively. The performance, con- 
sidering the handicaps of a lightning 
ruined stage was a highly creditable 
One, marred only by an attempt to 
Sing in two languages, German and 
English. Singing of the arias in the 
original and of the recitatives in 
English made the action slightly 
more clear to those unfamiliar with 
the plot, but failed to compensate 
for the distorted continuity which 
resulted. Again, Robert Stolz, this 
time conducting the Philharmonic 
orchestra, showed he is one of the 
great interpretators of Viennese 
music. The veteran conductor held 
the performance in a vise-like grip 
throughout. None of the singers 
were extraordinary but many were 
far more than adequate. Mario Ber- 
int delivered his lusty ‘Als flotter 
geist’ with luscious quality and lyric 
beauty in the first act, but fre- 
quently drove his upper notes too 
hard with the result being a tone 
Shaken by vibrato. 

Margit Bokor found much of the 
tessitura high and slid from pitch oc- 
casionally, but in the main she sang 
well, if not brilliantly. Christina 
Carroll displayed a fine coloratura 
and a good face and figure. Her part 
Was too insignificant to really judge 
her vocal abilities but from what 
was heard the appetite was whetted 
for more. John Garris and Theresa 
Gerson were other principals whose 


u 


vork was above average, 


The operas for 





ZINKA MILANOV IN 


GREGOR FITTELBERG 
TO BATON MONTE CARLO 


Gregor Fittelberg has been en- 
gaged as guest conductor of the Bal- 
let Russe de Monte Carlo and will 
conduct the Ballet on its 
coast tour next fall. Associated with 
the Diaghileff Ballet in the 1920s, 








B. A. BUT AVOIDING RIO 





Buenos Aires, Aug. 11. | 

Zinka Milanov, dramatic soprano, | 
who did the unusual last season by 
refusing to accept the terms offered 
by the Metropolitan Opera, New 
York, has finished her opera season 
here but will not go to Rio as sched- 
uled. Singer performed in ‘Norma,’ 
‘Simon Boccanegra,’ and ‘Aida’ here 
at $1,000 per performance. 

It is believed that she will concert- 
ize in Buenos Aires and possibly sing 
in post season performances before 
returning to the U. S. Always a fa- 
vorite in South America, she had 
been receiving $1,000 for operatic 


performances here, in Havana and 
Puerto Rico. 


It is expected she will sign a new 
Met contract this fall. 


Unknown (But Radio Built) 
Piano Quartet Drew Big 
And Different Audience 


Strong draw of the First Piano 
Quartet at its appearance in Lewis- 
ohn Stadium, N. Y., 10 days ago is 
viewed as proof anew of the power 
of radio in building concert draws. 
Four ivory-tappers had never before 
made a local concert appearance, 
their buildup in this territory hav- 


jing been entirely by radio. They 
never even had a commercial and, 
like all sustainers, were pushed 
around pretty much on the air. They 
“were on the Blue. 


At Lewisohn Stadium they drew 
a crowd of bette> than 8,000, one of 
the big audiences of the season. All 
Pcritics remarked on the unconcert- 
like action of the audience, which 








whistled, stampel and yelled for 
more after four encores. It was dis- 
tinctly not the regular Stadium 





crowd. As the N. Y. Times pointed 
|out, the mob yelled for favorite 
;}numbers they had heard on the air. 
| Intensive concert season has been 
laid out for the quartet in the fall. 
They'll play large auditoriums, 


ZLATKO BALOKOVIC TO 
TOUR FOR JUGOSLAYS 


Ziatko Balokovic, violinist, recent- 
ly named Chairman of the American 
Jugoslav Congress, representing over 
150,000 Jugoslavs, will begin a tour 
of some 30 concerts in October under 
the management of WGN. 

All receipts of which will be do- 
nated to the Jugoslav cause. 


D.C. Opera Rained Out 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

Opera under the stars here had to 
compete with moist weather 
dripping skies. San Carlo company 
had just started to sing ‘Carmen’ Fri- 
day night (7) when the precipitation 
started and outdoor customers ran 
|for cover. Opera will be presented 
|again on Friday (14) for same ticket 
|holders. Saturday night the down- 
|pour continued and ‘Aida’ was can- 
celled. 

Watergate season has fine advance 
sale and has been heavily ballyhooed 
by Washington’s music critics, eager 
to have something to write about in 
the off season. 


~ Roz Tureck’s Fall Tour 


Rosalyn Tureck, pianist, opens the 
Town Hall (N. Y.) Music Forum 
series under Daniel Sadenberg Nov. 
11. She will premiere a new con- 
certo by William Schuman. 

On Nov. 12 she opens a tour of i5 
dates, including N. Y., Syracuse, De- 
troit, Chicago, etc., at $750 per en- 
gagement, 























Mildred Dilling, harpist, left by 


and | 


Looks Like Concert Companies Will 


Fittelberg will be heard during this 
summer conducting the NBC orches- 
tra over the air Aug. 22 and 29. 


Conductor started his career with 
the Berlin Philharmonic in 1908, 
when he was 20. 


ASK $80 PER MAN 
AT DELL IN 
1943 


Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

Members of the Robin Hood Dell 
orchestra are getting set to ask the 
management of the Dell Concerts to 
ante up their scale for next season 
on the basis of reports that the con- 
cert series which wound up last 
night (Mon.) was one of the most 
successful in Dell history. When the 
union (Local 77, American Federa- 
tion of Musicians) sits down with 
management reps in the near future 
t> put together a new pact, the men 
of the orchestra are going to ask: 

1, An $80-a-week minimum in- 
stead of the present $60. 

2. A Dell season of eight weeks 
instead of the present seven. 


2. Representation on the Dell’s 
board of directors. (Members of the 
orchestra were denied a representa- 
tive on the board for the first time 
this year). 

Some of 
fee] that the Philadelphia 
tra should combine the 
summer season into one 
season, 








the orchestra members 
Orches- 
winter and 
40-week 


The men base their demand for 
higher wages on -he fact that many 
of them worked at salaries as low 
as $18 a week during the lean days 
o* the Dell (when they worked on 
a cooperative basis) and now that 
the Dell is prospering, they should 
be cut in on the gravy. 


Lewisohn Loses $40,000 
Qn Season; First Fortnight 
Attendance Was Poor 


—_— 





The 25th season of summer con- 
certs at Lewisohn Stadium, N.Y., 
closed yesterday (Tuesday) with an 
all request program and include an 
estimated loss of $40,000 for the year. 
In general, attendance held up after 
the first couple of bad weeks, but 
with the stage shattered by lightning 
and a 10-15% drop in the beginning 
on attendance, the Stadium was for- 
tunate in getting off as easily as it 
did. 

During the season 11 conductors, 
10 pianists, five violinists, five sing- 
ers and one ’cellist were heard. Over 
5,000 soldiers and sailors were ad- 


about 1,000 were officers. 


mitted during the season, of which | 


CONCERT—OPERA 


43 





Constance Hope to Puff Met Opera 


Due to Become First Woman Press Agent of 





ELEANOR STEBER OF 





| Eleanor Steber, lyric soprano of 


the Met, opens her fall tour in Long 
|Branch, N. J., Oct. 6 and will tour 
|the middle west, south, southwest and 
|maritime provinces’ of Canada be- 
|fore rejoining the Met. The soprano 
is among the few artists who saw the 
handwriting on the wall and asked 
for the same fee she received last 
season and did no squabbling about 
a hoist in pay. 

As a result, she has the heaviest 
concert schedule of her career and 
should do 30 or more by the end of 
the year. She sells from $500 to $750. 


Boston Symph Booking 
Jeopardizes All Other 
Springfield Concerts 


Springfield, Mass., Aug. 11. 
The possible blacklisting of the 
Municipal Auditorium was _ tossed 


into the lap of the City Property 
Committee this week when it ap- 
peared that the city might lose about 
$5,000 annual revenue from the hall 
if the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
plays there as announced in this 
year’s Community Concert series. 


From Howard Harrington, man- 
ager of the Indianapolis Orchestra, 
and from Charles L. Wagner in New 
York, manager of the highly popular 
Wagner series here, came protests 
to the City Property Committee ask- 
ing that their investments be not 
jeopardized by permitting the Kous- 
sevitsky orchestra to come. Taking 
cognizance of the protest, the city 
committee asked Attorney Raymond 
T. King, president of the Community 
Concert Association, to appear at its 
meeting this week. 

Edwin H. Lyman, business agent 
of the local Musicians’ Union, has 
warned that the Auditorium will bk¢ 
declared ‘forbidden’ territory should 








ing came after his conversation with 
President James C. Petrillo and 
precipitated a musical civil war in 
the city. Lyman told newsmen that 
if the Junior League, sponsor of the 
Community Concerts, persists in its 
plan to include the Boston orches- 
tra, the decision will result in a one- 
concert ‘concert season.’ 





William Hain Berkshiring 

William Hain, tenor, will appear 
in the Bach ‘Magnificat’ and Bee- 
thoven Ninth Symphony at the 
Berkshire Music Center under Serge 
Koussevitsky Aug. 15 and 16, He 
goes to Montreal in September for 
leading roles with that opera com- 
pany. 

Hain will sing in ‘Boheme’ in 
Charles Wagner's touring company 
during October and November be- 
fore going to Cincinnati for appear- 
ance with the Symphony. He has a 
number of recitals in the east in 
| December as well. 











Be Able to Fulfill “42-43 Dates 





The concert world’s biggest cur- 
rent headache, whether or not it will 
be allowed to send its large units on 
the road this fall, may soon be over. 
Rumors from Washington are to the 
effect that Washington officials are 
willing to allow Pullman travel. 

With such companies as_ the 
Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo, the 
Ballet Theatre, Salvatore Bac- 
caloni’s Opera Vignettes, Charles L. 
Wagner’s ‘Boheme, ‘Don Pasquale,’ 
etc., the ‘Nozze di Figaro’s company, 
Albert Morini’s ‘Traviata,’ the tours 
of symphony orchestras, the Met 
tour, the Chicago tour, the San 


companies tours hanging in the 








train Sunday (2) 
| series of concerts before returning 
ito start her fall concert tour in 
} October. 


for Mexico for a! 


balance, millions of dollars in rev- 
|enue plus entertainment for millions, 
is allegedly deemed sufficiently im- 
portant by the army for the upkeep 


J 


Francisco and other smaller opera | 


of public moral to allow the units 
to travel. 

One night stands and hurried 
jumps and fill-in dates may be elim- 
inated and re-routing of the com- 
panies may be necessary to assure 
as little waste of train accommoda- 
| tions and precious 
| possible, but severa] thousand play- 
| ing dates in several hundred cities 
| will in all probability be filled. 
Bockings on the above 
|companies are virtually all filled 
with managers having assumed the 
position of watchful waiting. It is 
| believed that these managers, if 





| instructed to make no promises of a 
tour next year (1943-44). 

the coming fall season at any r@te, it 
that fully 80% of the set 
ll be allowed to he filled 


| 
appears 
pookings wl 


} , } atitranr . 
by the attractions 


[poe 
MET SOLIDLY BOOKED vie in the history of the Metro- 


| ‘Carmen’ with Coe Glade, 
| Lindi, 





| New York City Institution 
+ 


coast-to- | 


| Constance Hope, who operates a 
freelance concert and operatic pub- 

agency, will be the first 
‘politan Opera Co., to handle the 
|company’s public relations. Miss 
Hope will replace Frank Wenker, 
resigned. 

Wenker had been with the Met 
for 20 years, and a decade ago upon 
the death of William J. Guard took 
over the publicity job. Wenker will 
open a publicity office in September 
with Paul Morris. He has Maria 
Markan, Rose Bampton and Mar- 
cella Denya signed and Kerstin 
Thorborg and Irene Jessner as pos- 
sibilities for his office. 

Miss Hope puffs such personalities 
as Lily Pons, Ezio Pinza, Lauritz 
Melchior, Freidrich Schorr, Erich 
Leinsdorf, Lotte Lehmann, Bruno 
Walter, etc. - 

She has not actually signed a con- 
tract yet, but is expected to do so 
when Edward Johnson returns to 
N. Y. Aug. 17. 


Artistically, Fiscally 
Cincinnati Zoo Opera 
For 1942 Is Dismal 


Cincinnati,- Aug. 11. 

The Cincinnati Summer Opera Co, 
closed out its 20th season Sunday 
(9) with a performance of ‘Aida.’ 
Season was one of the companys’ 
worst financially and a reported loss 
of over $40,000 was sustained. 

Of the performances during the 
last week only the ‘Rigoletto,’ Fri- 
day (7) was up to par with Robert 
Weede. Bruno Landi was a tame, 
uninteresting Duke and Hilde Reg- 
giani a hooty, off pitch Gilda. 
Nicola Moscona and Lorenzo Alvary 
were above average and Nan Merri- 
man was Satisfactory as Maddalena. 

On Tuesday (4) a dull lustreless 
Arnoldo 
Marita Farrell and Angelo 
Pilotto was given. Performance 
was second rate from all stand- 











| points vocally and dramatically. 


Ise 
Bidu 
the Hub orchestra come. The warn- | 


Wednesday (5), ‘Traviata’ with 
Sayao as its star was semi- 
adequate with the Brazilian colora- 
tura, in good voice, more than com- 
pensating for the strong vibrato of 
Francesco Valentino and the unin- 
| teresting singing of Landi. 
‘Trovatore,’ Thursday (6), was the 
| worst performance of the week with 
Stella Roman veering from pitch to 
pitch as Leanora, Lindi tired and 
flat as Manrico, Miss Glade shriek- 
ing for lost high notes and grum- 
bling for non-existant low tones, 
and Francesco Vaientino alone, hold~ 
ing up his end with a well sung ‘Il 
balen,’ The travesty was conducted 
by Fausto Cleva. 

The seasons’ concluding opera was 
‘Aida’ in which Miss Roman again 
revealed several methods of ruining 
a beautiful. natural voice, Lindi 
pushed badly as Rhadames, Pilotto 
was miscast as Amonasro and Elsa 
Zebranska as Amneris lacking both 
the high and low voice for the part 
and acting without much conviction. 





SHOSTAKOVICH’S 7TH 


MAY BE IN WB FILM 





named | 


granted permission to tour, will be | 


But for | 


Shostakovitch’s Seventh Symphony 
may be used as the background music 
of ‘Mission to Moscow’ by Warner 
Bros., if current negotiations with 
the Russian music brokers go 
|through. The company is reported 
|to have sought Arturo Toscanini as 
ithe conductor but the maestro is 
lunderstood to have refused. 

If WB secure the rights job may 
fall to George Sebastian, Hungarian, 
currently directing the Celanese 
Operatic Series. Sebastian was 
Radio Director in Moscow a number 





} 


gas and oil as |6f years ago, and conducted a num- 


ber of smaller Shostakovich’s 


| premieres, 





| Randolph Hokanson, pianist, is in 
|a tank battalion at Fort Knox, Ken- 
tucky. Edward Kilenyi, another 
| pianist, recently joined up at Camp 
‘Upton, N. ¥Y. Both were under Co- 
lumbia Concerts management. 





Norman Cordon, Met bass, flew to 
|Buenos Aires last week, where he 
| will sing. 10 roles in the German and 
Italian repertoire before returning 
jto the U. S. in October. 
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B Cards for Orchestra Men Okay 
With Pennsylvania Gas Control 








Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

The State Rationing Board last 
week announced that all musicians 
who need their cars to reach engage- 
ments would receive B rationing 
pooks (eight gallons a week) instead 
of A books (four gallons) they re- 
ceived heretofore. 

In addition, the board said it would 
grant C books to all tooters who play 
cuffo dates for servicemen, so they 
could receive enough gas to reach 
barracks, camps, Navy Yards, etc., 
where service shows take place. 

The board’s announcement follow- 
ing a brief submitted by Local 77, 
American Federation of Musicians, 
and is the first ruling of its kind in 
the U. S. 

A. Rex Riccardi, Local 77 secre- 
tary, who drew up the brief setting 
forth the need for extra gas for mu- 
sicians, sent a copy of the order to 
A.F.M.’s national counsel, Joseph 
Padway, who is to submit it to the 
national OPA office in an effort to 

make the extra gallonage available 
to musicians on a nationwide basis 

Officials of the American Guild of 
Variety Artists are getting set to ap- 
peal to the local rationing board for 
a similar allowance for actors. 


i 


FORMS BAND OF 
KIDS BELOW 
DRAFT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 

Vaclav Klimek, arranger for Ber- 
nie Armstrong’s staff orch at KDKA 
and formerly with Russ Morgan, 
Victor Young and Will Osborne, has 
organized a dance band locally com- 
posed of 10 kids all under the draft 
age. He’s also changing his name to 
Victor King and is batoning§ dur- 
ing a tour of the south, which 
opened last night (10) at Jungle 
Gardens in Charleston, S. C. Femme 
singer with outfit is Ginny 
from nearby New Kensington 

In organizing outfit, Klimek-King 
wouldn't audition anybody over 19. 
Band broke in here at Colonial, a 
highway dance-and-dinery beyond 
city limits, before shoving off for its 
first out-of-town 
Charles 


engagement in 
ton. 


‘SYMPHONIZED’ DANCE 
ORCHESTRA OF 22 


Albany, Aug. 11. 
Lew Gray’s ‘symphonized’ band of 
22 is now playing in the Rainbo | 


Room of the New Kenmore Hotel, 
Albany. It is built around a string 
quartet, first and second violin, viola 
and cello. A battery of French horns, 
clarinets, oboe, flute, trombones, bass 
Violin, drums and 
the instrumentation 

The arrangements 
Battle. 


piano complete 


are by Edgar 


NEGRO TRAVEL GRIEF 


Trenton Has No Rooms 
Wheeler Musicians 
Doc Wheeler orchestra. colored | 
Sutfit managed by Moe Gale, was 
forced to train back to New York 
week ago Monday (3) from Mer- 
cersville, N. J., because it couldn't | 
find sleeping accomodations there or 
in Trenton. Band played for an 
American Legion dance at Arena, 
Mercersville and was to remain and 
come in next day. Legionaires drove 
bandsmen to Trenton after the hop, 
but not being able to get rooms there 
either, the outfit entrained for N. , e 
To top it all the bass player's in- 
‘trument was smashed en route home 
°Y railroad baggage handlers. 





for Doc 





Smith, | 


SHRIBMAN THINKS TWICE 


And Doesn’t Rieenabenr City Deal 
Called Off Again 


Sy Shribman’s deal to take over 
the Casa Manana, Culver City, Calif,, 
again failed to go through last week 
after Shribman had _ supposedly 
written a check for the initial pay- 
ment binding the changeover. Second 
guessing, Shribman decided not to 
risk ownership of the spot because 
it is a fair distance away from centers 
of population, and while there is no 
gasoline shortage on the Coast the 
lack of rubber controls auto travel. 


Once before, last spring, Shribman 
had a deal for the Casa on the fire 
and it went cold. 


FOX, BKLYN, 
TRYS BANDS 








Fox theatre, Brooklyn, a part of 
|the Fabian-Par-Warner Bros. pool of 
theatres in that area, is to make an 
experiment with stage shows pegged 
on name bands. House opens Aug. 


28 with Glenn Miller’s orchestra for 


la week and has only one other show | 
| booked, the Inkspots and Lucky Mil- $28,000. 


|\linder’s orchestra, opening Sept. 18. 


Since the Fox is to try stage shows 
it's ‘not likely’ that the Strand, 
Brooklyn, will resume its weekend 
band policy. Strand, the Brooklyn 
Paramount and the Fox are all in 
the Fabian-Par-WB pooling arrange- 
ment, 


Georgie Auld Asks A.F.M. 
Intercede to Protect Him 





Complaint has been filed with the 


American Federation of Musicians 


| by bandleader Georgie 


lattorney, Andrew Weinberger, against 


On Youngstown Booking’ 





v; 


ORCHS’ SMASH THEATRE BIZ 


— +2 





NAME BANDS ARE 
ENJOYING BOOM 


War Conditions Favor Or- 
chestras of Reputation— 
Several Phenomenal Box- 
office Stories Reported 
Last Week—One in The- 
atre Without Cooling 
Plant 





MASTERS A SLEEPER 


Name bands are bearing out the 
predictions of six months ago after 
Japan jumped Pearl Harbor, that 
theatres would become increasingly 
potent for nationally known orches- 
tras. In the past few months this 
has been clearly borne out. 


For the week ending Aug. 6, 
four gross marks were smashed by 
top orchestras of the country. Per- 
haps the outstanding of them was 
the total pyramided by Tommy 
Dorsey’s 3l-piece group at the Earle 
theatre, Philadelphia, (which isn’t 
air conditioned.). Dorsey ran up a 
gross of $46,700, approximately $10,- 
000 above the previous mark set a 
few weeks ago by brother Jimmy 


reached by working seven shows 
daily for six days (seventh, Sunday, | 
blacked out by Pennsylvania blue | 
laws). Dorsey was in on a $10,000) 
guarantee with a 50-50 split ove 
He took out $19,350 as his 


| end. 


Auld and his} 


ithe operators of the Mansions, | 
| Youngstown, O. Auld claims the 
| spot’s owners, failed to live up to the 
terms of a four-week contract and 
specifically failing to pay him fully 
|for the one week he worked, be- 
cause of an argument over extra 


hours broadcasting. 
Trouble began when 
owners informed 


} 
| . 
| was to broadcast 


seven times weekly 


the Mansions | 
Auld that his band |! 


| basis. 


Jimmy Dorsey 


self that week. His band 


upset a mark him- | 





| interrupted 


played | 


three days at the Paramount theatre, | 


Toledo, 
Aug. 2) 
business, 


Friday-Sunday (July 


which gave him 


; J \a kidding-on-the-square 
Dorsey’s band, a tremendous increase | 


3f- | 
and drew $14,090 worth of} 
$7,245 as! 


his end on a 50-50 from first dollar | 


Glenn Miller 
week’s pay for breaking an over-all 


took a healthy | 


mark for the split week Palace the- 


atres. Akron, 
$27,000 gross. 


Youngstown, O.., 
Count Basie hit a new 
high at the Orpheum theatre, 
Angeles, with a gross of $21,000. 

The current week, too, is showing | 
up more record-topping perform- 


Los 


with | 


ikilled early 


| 


| Tenn. 


; er toward 


ances. According to ‘Variety’s’ esti- 

mates Harry James is setting a new | 
high at the Golden Gate, San Fran- 

cisco. Ditto Jimmy Dorsey ai the 

Riverside, Milwaukee. Ditto Tommy 

Dorsey for six days at the Hipp, 
Baltimore. 

Kay Kyser’s recent gross at the 
Fox, Detroit, is the all-time theatre | 
salary high. He drew $62,500 into 
the 5.000-seat house, taking out $29.- 


100 as 
$4.000. 

Theatre gross 
stood foi 
surge of 
in at 


his end on a 50-50 split over 


marks which have 
years have 
the last few months, and 


least two cases twice within a 


tumbled in the | 


| it hit a rock and overturned. Trailei 
remained on the road. 

Exactly how Green died is not yet 

tain with the Moe Gale office in 
New York, hich books Hawkins, | 
but it’s understood his legs were 
crushed. Colored bands travelling 
through southern territory are all 
now travelling by private car since 
buses have been barred and trains 
are so crowded and connections so 


month Jimmy Dorsey set four} 
| straight new high figures in as many 
{ . y 

| weeks at the Strand theatre, New 


!on a small local station at 12:30 to 1 
in the afternoon and three times 
weekly, 8:30-9 p.n in addition to 
playing four hours nightly for danc- 

'ing. Auld refused to broadcast e» 
cept during working hours, pointing 
out his contract called for playing} 
only between 9 p.m. and 1 a.m. Scale 
overall was $37 per man. 

Leader asserts that the president of 
the Youngstown local was enlisted} 


to pressure him into doing the broad- 


afternoon and three evening 
but subsequently changed his mind. 
He then claims the local AFM head 
sanctioned the Mansion owners’ 
of paying him only part of the one 
| week’s salary, 





shots, | 


move | 


casts and he finally consented to four | 


York, went to Washington (Capitol) 
and hit a new high: shifted to Phila- 
de pao a and did likewise Subse- 
quently Vaughn Monroe beat the 
Wedlineten figure and last week 
Tommy Dorsey topped the Philadel- 
phia gro 

All of the record-breaking per- 
formances mentioned were done 
coupled to mediocre films, with the 
exception of Jimmy Dorsey’s Strand 
N. Y. date on which he was coupled 
| with Bette Davis’ hit ‘In This Ow 
| Life. Coincidence of booking had 


after giving him notice} 


that he wasn't to stay the full four} 


Says the short payoff was be- 

he refused to sign a release 
freeing the spot responsibility 
for the remaining three 
the contract. 


weeks. 
}; Cause 


from 


trumpeter 
crew at 
He suc- 
into 


Stanley Cebek, is new 
with Max Adkins’ house 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh. 
ceeds Joe Catizone, who went 
army last week and has 
signed to 104th Cavalry Band lo- 
leated at Logan Armory, Pitt. 





stanzas of} 
| Masters has proved a sleeper In 


been as- | 


‘Whispering Ghosts’ with Kay Kyser 
at the Fox, Detroit, and Jimmy 
Dorsey at the Earle, Philadelphia. 
While the above mentioned bands 
and other top-rated crews like 
Sammy Kaye, Benny Goodman. etc., 
have been pulling high grosses out- 
fits in grades just below and lower 
have been doing well, Frankie 
the 
well, 


too. 


Gene Krupa’s done 
have many others in 
to — week houses. , 


midwest, 
and so 
week 


Korn Kobblers reopen at the Flag- 
ship, Union, N. J., Saturday (15), 
which has moved to another location. 
Old spot Db ntly. 


urned down rece 


full- | 


| 
| 
| 
rr 


Paramount Books 


Well Ahead 


As Roxy (Maybe Capitol) Looms 
As New Broadway Competition 





Jukes Must Mute 


Ironton, O., Aug. 11. 

Police have notified all places 
operating jukeboxes that hence- 
forth when midnight Saturday 
arrives, all music boxes must be- 
come silent. 

The order was issued as a re- 
sult of widepread complaints of 
too much and too loud juke box 
‘jive’ during the early Sunday 
morning hours. 


MUSICIANS KID 
ABOUT DRAFT 











Apropos of the musicians 
have been called into the armed 
forces by draft boards all over the 
Skinnay Ennis’ band uses 
gag at the| 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., where it’s 
icurrent. A ‘special arrangement’ is 
numerous times while 
jmen are removed from the stand in 


way 


country, 





Paramount theatre, New York, is 
booked almost solidly ahead on name 


bands until next April. While that 
house buys its orchestras months 
in advance it is seldom that far 


ahead and bookers assert that the 
contemplated move by the Roxy 
theatre, N. Y., into a name band 
policy has influenced the situation. 
Strand, lone opposition to the Par at 
the moment, is set up until around 
Nov. 1, approximately normal. 


Agency theatre bookers are of the 
opinion that they can service the 
Roxy with top outfits, but point out 
that trouble will be encountered if 
the Capitol, now straight films, also 
goes into a name band policy, as has 
been mentioned. It won’t be pos- 
sible to satisfy all four with top 
names, 


DEMANDS AFM 
GIVE BACK 








one, twos and threes by a ‘draft of- | 
ficial.’ | 

Winds up with Ennis alone, then 
his men troupe back, one bear- 
ing a placard reading, ‘We're 
Fighting 4-F.’ 


} 
} 
} 
the | 





Marcellus Green Latest 
Victim of Dance Jump 


Made by Automobile 


Marcellus 


the Erskine 


Green. trumpeter 
Hawkins orchestra, 
Sunday (9) morning in 
an auto accident near Chattanooga, 
Green and a group of Haw- 
men, four of whom 
were riding in a car and trail- 
Chattanooga the 
off the road on a wide 
shoulder dragged the auto 
from the and 


was 


kins’ 
jured 


were in- 


when 
auto went 
turn, Soft 


completely highway 


haphazard. 


IS OLSEN RENT LIABLE? 


Officials Debate Responsibility on 


State Fair Grounds 


Detroit. Aug. 11 
State Highway Commissioner G 
Donald Kennedy's contention that 
the state is vithout legal power to 


Casino Gardens. Inc. 
Olsen orchestra). for its 
use last month of Fairgrounds prop- 


collect from 


(the George 


erty for an outdoor casino was dis- | 
puted Thursday (6) by State Audi- 
tor General Vernon J. Brown. who 


said he intended Friday to formally 
request Attorney General Herbert J 
Rushton to bring suit to collect. 
While it is true the Army was 
provisionally in possession of the $3.- 
500,060 property from July 1, no 
lease was signed until this week, and 


I can’t conceive of the state having 
lost all rights in the meantime, 
Brown said. No one disputes that 
the band used the shell and sur- 


rounding area as a private conces- 
sion. The profits went to the band. 
It should pay upon a fair basis. I 
intend to do my utmost to protect 
t est. 


ye state s inte: 


with | 


HIS CARD 


Minneapolis, Aug. 11. 
Harry A. Tucker, former orchestra 
contractor and leader, who has filed 
an affidavit with the Department of 
| Justice, Washington, alleging that 
jarbitrary action by J. C. Petrillo, 
| A. F. M. president, has deprived him 
; of his means of livelihood, is return- 

ing to New York for a showdown. 
Tucker alleges that Petrillo ex- 
|pelled him from the A. F. M., ruining 
him financially, because he refused 
;to break a contract with the Ponce 








de Leon hotel, St. Augustine, Fla., 
| las st January, and walk out of that 
| establishment. 

| Now, Tucker announces, he’s re- 


iturning to New York to demand re- 


linstatement by the national officer. 
It it’s refu 24, ne Wai iis, he ‘il take 
appropriate court action. He points 
;}out that his men who stayed on 
the Florida job with him apparent- 
ly are back in the A. F. M. good 
graces because they’re now work- 
ing in New York. He says he r 


the 


TOTEM POLE’S FUTURE 
DEPENDS ON TIRES 


Totem Pole 


fuses to be made ‘goat.’ 


Ballroom 


Auburndale, 


Mass., will attempt to maintain a 
four-days a week policy after Labor 
Da jut may operate only o1! eCKe 
ends through the wintei Gas Ya- 
tioning and its effect is understood 
o have impaired * the pot dri 
nee July 22 

Roy Gill operates Totem Pole as 


a location stand through the summer. 


Six of Pittburgh Local 
With Benny Goodman 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 
signing of Hud Davies, 
with Howdy Baum’s 
| Merry-Go-Round, and Cliff Hill, bass 
| piayer with Nelson Maples’ staff 

band at KQV, Benny Goodman now 


With 


mer 


drume 


has six alumni of Loeal 60. 
Others are Buzz Aston, singer. and 
former maestro, who has just been 


taken on as vocalist to replace Dick 
| Huymes: Bob Poland, formerly with 


Ha! .MecIntyre; Lenny Simms, whe 
was with Orrin Tucker, whose outfit 
i disbanded when he went into the 
| Navy, and John Walton, who joined 
{Goodman several weeks ago. An- 
other local Jad, Hank Mancini, ar- 
ranger, has just left Goodman to 
go with Vaughn Monroe 





band at’ 


ermal aps Perr geae 


——-- 


a an 


PE 





: 
: 
‘ 


ete ee el Tox la a Ss osaegagy3 b> tie tert ae 


oe 
































ey 




















. 


46 


ORCHESTRAS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, August 12, 1942 





AFM, Industries Wait on Chi: Neither 
Will Ask for Talks; Radio Bows To 


Thurman Arnold on Strategy 





Strategy of the broadcasting and 
recording interests, as it became evi- 
dent during the past several days, is 
to leave the stage management of the 
fight against James C. Petrillo and 


the American Federation of Musi- 
cians entirely to Thurman Arnold, 
assistant U. S. attorney-general. 
Radio doesn’t propose to make any 
immediate approach to Petrillo, and 
the industry doesn’t think that Pe- 
trillo will extend any invitations to 
broadcasters, recorders and others 
concerned to come and see him while 
the Government’s anti-trust suit is 
pending in the courts. 

Broadcasters and recorders appear 
to be basing all their hopes on the 
outcome of the Chicago litigation. 
There is little belief among them fhat 
the court will grant the injunction 
that the Government asks, but there 
is still some possibility that the 
court’s verdict will allow for partial 
relief. 

Meanwhile, recording company of- 
ficials and executives have begun to 
show that strain which was quite 
common among music men during 
the 1940 battle between radio and 
ASCAP. The recording men have 
piled up lots of masters in advance, 
but they still don’t relish the uncer- 
tainty of the outlook. The fact that 
the Department of Justice had asked 
for a postponement until Sept. 16, so 
it could gather evidence to support 
its allegations. did anything but al- 
lay the fear in these quarters that 
this fight might drag on as long as 
did the one between radio and 
ASCAP, namely, 10 months. 

In legal sectors allied with the re- 
cording business the impression pre- 
vails that the next major move by 
the embattled parties depends upon 
how strong a case Arnold is able to 
build within the next three weeks. 
If it looks as though the Govern- 
ment’s case is on the weakish side, 
there is a good possibility, these le- 
galites predict, that the broadcasters 
and recorders will not wait for the 
court scene, but start making ap- 
proaches to Petrillo for at least a 
general review of the situation. 





N.A.B. Disappointed 
Washington, Aug. 11. 

Though exasperated by the Gov- 
ernment’s willingness to have the 
initial show-down postponed to Sept. 
16, radio and record industry repre- 
sentatives are convinced the Justice 
Department will go forward—with 
admitted misgivings about the even- 
tual result—with the attempt to curb 
the A. F. of M. This was the im- 
pression gained by most of approx- 
imately two dozen individuals from 

















‘The Song Of The Hour’ 


| NEED AMERICA 
(America Needs Me) 


xk 
_All Material Available 
@ BAND 


@ DANCE ORCH. 
@ VOCAL—3 KEYS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. 


the two trades who huddled Satur- 
'day (8) with Assistant Attorney- 
General Thurman Arnold and his 
aides, Victor Waters and Holmes 
Baldridge. 

Just why the Justice Department 
backed down when the postponement 
was granted by Federal Judge Mi- 
chael L. Igoe was not explained at 
the parley but the radio people came 
away with the belief that this is 
only a temporary set-back. A few 
negotiators were pessimistic, feeling 
that any injunction in September 
will be meaningless, but the bulk 
gave Arnold and his associates the 
benefit of all doubts. 

On the other hand, some of the 
huddlers took home the view that 
the horse already has been stolen 
and any injunction four or five weeks 
hence will be an empty victory. 

Few details of the conversations 
with Arnold came out, but it was 
known that the possible evidence 
was surveyed and strategy discussed. 
The National Association of Broad- 
casters promised to get more con- 
crete information about the effect of 
the anti-wax ultimatum for use of 
the D. J. attorneys when the injunc- 
tion plea is debated and the record 
manufacturers said they will furnish 
additional data to help support the 
argument that Petrillo’s policy will 
restrain competition and thus violate 
the Sherman Act. 

Among those putting their heads 
together with the Justice Depart- 
ment officials were Neville Miller, 
president, and Russell Place, coun- 
sel, of the N.A.B.; Louis G. Caldwell, 
resident attorney for Mutual; Joseph 
Ream and Kenneth Raine of Colum- 
bia; Andrew J. Bennett of the inde- 
pendent broadcasters, and officers of 
several recording firms. 





Stunt Too Successful 





Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 

Nearly 100,000 phonograph records 
|were turned in here last week at a 
| ‘Record Dance’ at William Penn Hotel 
sponsored by Pittsburgh Sun-Tele- 
graph. Admission price to dance to 
music of Sammy Kaye, doubling 
from Stanley theatre, Howdy Baum 
|and Billy Yates, was five discs and 
inearly 20,000 showed up, practically 
|creating a riot in the hotel. 

| Ballroom, where Kaye was play- 
ling, fairly creaked under the load, 
overflow pouring into next-door 
{Urban Roof and Chatterbox down- 
|stairs, where Baum was appearing, 
was practically a shambles. Only 
|thing that saved the day was quick- 


i\thinking of Tom Troy, manager of 





=\the William Penn, who hastily dis- 


|patched Yates to the street in front 
|of the hotel, had police rope off both 
| ends of William Penn Way and let 





ithe overflow hoof it on the 
pavement, 
Helen Young, vocalist with 


Johnny Long at New Yorker hotel, 
New York, ill and out of band tem- 
porarily. Her place being filled by 
Jo and Jean Rogers of Long’s Four 
| Teens. 


: 
Pau! Burg, trumpeter with Jimmy 
|Gamble orch, added to Clyde Lucas 

















Hollywood, Calif. 


9153 Sunset Blvd. 








|crew last week in Pittsburgh, where 





j\latter was playing. 
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7016 Melrose Ave., Hollywood, Cal. 


Mike Vallon to Coast 





Mike Vallon, lawyer-manager of 
| Woody Herman's orchestra, left New 
| York by train Friday (7) for Holly- 
| wood to close a film deal for Her- 


'man. Band is understood to have 
two offers, from Paramount and 
Universal. Its last film was for U, 


with the Andrews Sisters. 
Herman's outfit is now at the Pal- 
}ladium Ballroom, Hollywood. 


Thurman Arnold 
To Argue A.E.M. 


Case in Person 








Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Fight against James C. Petrillo 
and the A. F. of M. for banning 
recorded music, will be personally 
argued in court by Thurman Arnold, 
chief of the anti-trust division of 
the Department of Justice, who will 
come to Chicago for this purpose. 
Daniel B. Britt, special assistant 
tu the United States Attorney Gen- 
eral, won a continuance from Aug. 
7 to Sept. 16, to enable the depart- 
ment of justice chieftain to wind 
up his current affairs in Washing- 
ton and come to Chicago for the 
case. 





Radio Educator in Open 
Letter to Neville Miller 
Concerning A.F.M. Case 





The Association for Education by 
Radio with headquarters in Chicago 
issued to the press this week an open 
letter addressed to Neville Miller of 
the N.A.B. and signed by Elizabeth 
Goudy of the Los Angeles public 


————» 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras 





Auxiliary. 
Duties are for the duration. 
days a month. 


Trenton and White Plains. 


White Plains County Center. 
No opening date for either spot. 


Harold Oxley, manager of Jimmie Lunceford and Tommy Reynolds 
now spends much of his time patroling the Atlantic coast around Martha’s 
Vineyard and Cape Cod. He has a home at Oak Bluffs, Mass., and Owns 
a cabin cruiser Which he captains on patrol as an officer in Coast Guard 


He comes in to New York only a couple 





Jimmy Evans will resume winter promotions next month in New Haven 
Promoter operates Sunday afternoon and eve. 
Pning name band and vaude shows at the Arena, New Haven, and Arena 
Trenton, and uses top name orchestras only on occasional dance dates at 





Bandleader Dick Stabile, a life guard in younger days, made the mistake 
of swimming too soon after a meal last Sunday (2) and had to be hauled 
from the water by Carmen Lombardo. 
pier and Lombardo’s boat at Atlantic Beach, L. I, while visiting with 
Jonie Taps, music publisher, when he was paralyzed by a cramp. 


Stabile was swimming between a 





Murdoch of Canada Echoes Petrillo 








DEL CASINO DUE AT 
RAINBOW ROOM, N.Y. 


Carmen Cavallero, current band 
at the Rainbow Room, gives away 
to Del Casino who makes his 
RR debut at the N. Y. skyscraper 
nitery in September. Then Leo 
Reisman marks a return. 

Thereafter Cavallero is booked in 
for a third booking. 


Band Bookings 


Claude Thornhill, August 14, Geo. 
F. Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y.; 15, 














school system. The letter follows: 
(Copy) 

‘On behalf of the Association for 
Education by Radio which embraces 
in its membership a large majority 
of the workers in this field, and at 





i the 
|Committee of the Association, I am 














HARRY JAMES (COL.) 
JERRY WALD (DECCA) 





“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


RECORDED BY - 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 


BOB CHESTER (BLUEBIRD) 
JIMMIE LUNCEFORD (DECCA) 
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stone | tions, 


instruction of the Executive 


moved to make inquiry on several 
points regarding the recent exchange 
of statements between James C. Pet- 
rillo of the American Federation of 
Musicians and Dr. Maddy of the Na- 
tional Music Camp as aired in the 
press. 

‘1. The Association for Education 
by Radio would be interested to 
know the details of the contract be- 
tween NBC and the Musicians Union 
referred to by Mr. Petrillo in the 
newspaper stories. 

‘2. Are similar agreements in effect 
with other networks or with indi-| 
vidual stations? 

*3. Since this ban would appear to 
prohibit instrumental musie by school 
and college orchestras or bands from 
ever appearing on commercial sta- 
the Association is moved to 
inquire if some solution may not be 
arrived at to end this conflict wherein 
no individual or group of individuals 
suffers more than the school and its 
functions. 

‘I agree that these are leading 
questions, but I think that a very 
vital and inherent right of public 
education has been challenged. I 
can assure you that the Executive 
Committee of the Association for 
Education by Radio is sincerely op- 
posed to the ban which has been 





Sports Arena, Rochester, N. Y.; 16, 
Yankee Lake, Brookfield, O.; 17, 
Sandy Beach Park, Russell’s Point, 
Ohio. 

Charlie Barnet, Aug. 23, Pleasure 
Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn.; 24, 


three weeks, Steel Pier, Atlantic 
City, N. J. 
Glenn Miller, Aug. 16, Pleasure 


Beach Park, Bridgeport, Conn. 
Gene Krupa, Aug. 25, two weeks, 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Stan Kenton, Oct. 9, two weeks, 
Strand theatre, N. Y. 
Tommy Tucker, Sept. 18, week, 


Chicago theatre, Chicago; 26, indef., 


Essex House, New York City. 

Gus Arnheim, Aug. 18, _ indef., 
Sherman’s, San Diego, Cal. 

Ace Brigode, Aug. 14-27, Club 
Trocadero, Evansville, Ind. 

Ina Ray Hutton, Aug. 14-17, San 
Diego T., San Diego, Cal,; 19-25, 


Orpheum T., Los Angeles. 
Anson Weeks, Aug. 24-Sept. 6, 
Jantzen’s Beach, Portland, Ore, 
Gene Krupa, Aug. 17-18, State T., 


Williamsport, Pa.; 19-20, Poli T., 
Waterbury, Conn.; 21-23, Lyric T., 
Bridgeport, Conn. 


Charlie Barnet, Sept. 11, Earle T., 
Philadelphia; 18, Palace T., Cleve- 
land; 25, Stanley T., Pittsburgh. 

Vido Musso, Aug. 15, Sunset B., 
Carroltown, Pa.; 18, Maryland T., 
Cumberland, Md.; 20-21, Park T., 
Meadville, Pa.; 24, State T., Union- 
town, Pa. 





in Pitts- 
band at 


Current park bookings 
burgs include Brad Hunt 
Kennywood and 
West View. 





placed upon the broadcasting of 

Association promises to 
possible way so that the 
public may not be denied the right 
to hear music produced by the many 
excellent organizations in our edu- 
cational institutions. 

‘It is also important to note that a 
restriction on music also operates as 
a crippling restraint on presentation 
of any non-concert programs, dra- 
matic or otherwise, which require 
instrumental music. Schools and 
colleges have much to contribute 
to the enrichment of American 
radio programs. Any agreement 
which prevents them from contribut- 
ing any program material except 
talks, interviews and similar broad- 
casts must certainly be questioned. 
Here is an issue of restriction of the 
freedom of expression as guaranteed 
in the Constitution as well as an 
issue of general public welfare.’ 





Dick Jurgens’ orch booked into 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh, week of 








Aug. 28. 


music from the National Music Camp. | 


r—COMING UP FAST!— ©: 


assist | 


Clyde Knight at 
{ 


Says One Ontario Station With $10,000 Monthly 
Income Spends Only $200 for Live Talent 


> 


Toronto, Aug. 11. 

There will be no interference with 
the manufacture of recordings that 
are to be heard in the home but over 
8,000 musicians in the United States 
and Canada are out of work be- 
cause of juke-boxes and over 570 
radio stations in both countries do 
not engage the services of even one 
musician. That is the declaration of 
Walter Murdoch, president of the 
Canadian Musical Protective Asso- 
ciation, who has been named by the 
U. S. Attorney-General’s Depart- 
ment as co-defendant in the injunc- 
tion suit under anti-trust laws filed 
against the American Federation of 
Musicians. 

Murdoch stated that he knows of 
one radio station in Ontario which 
has a revenue of $10,000 a month, 
but never spends more than $200 
a month for live talent. Other radio 
stations fall into the same category 
in this ‘unfair competition of radio 
stations living on recordings.’ 


EXCUSE BOBBY BYRNE 
FOR LOEW’S BOOKING 


Bobby Byrne’s orchestra is to be 
replaced for one week at the Edison 
hotel, New York, so that it can ful- 
fill a booking at Loew’s State theatre, 


N. Y., opening tomorrow morning 
(Thurs.). Lee Castle’s band shifts 
from the Arcadia Ballroom, N. Y., 


to the Edison to fill in. 

Byrne has been given a new con- 
tract at the Edison, keeping him 
there until Nov. 1. 











It’s Cute—It’s Different 
It’s Terrific 


BYE LO BABY BUNTIN’ 
(Daddy’s Goin’ Huntin’) 


CINDY WALKER 
DECCA 6038 


American Musie, Inc. 
9153 Sunset Blvd. 





HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 




















NOT BLUE 


HOTEL ASTOR, NEW YORK, SEPT. 12 

















WALKING 
THE FLOOR 
OVER YOU 








With Bob Crosby’s Bob Cats (Decca 18371) 
Ernest Tubb (Decca 5958) Dick Robertson 


(Decca 4189) Bob Atcher (Okeh 6496) 
AMERICAN MUSIC, Inc. —_*"53 Sunset Biv. 


Bing Crosby 
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NO PUB AID 


STAY OUTSIDE 
ALF.M. OQUABBLE 


Music Publishers Protective 
Association Not Providing 
Any Affidavit of ‘Damage’ 
—Some Think Petrillo Ban 
May Help, Not Hurt, Mu- 
sic Publishing — Others 
Recall Lessons of ASCAP- 
Radio Fight 


IRONY SEEN 








The music publishing industry in 
New York City has indicated to the 
U.S. Department of Justice that it 
doesn’t want any part of the fight 
against James C. Petrillo and the 
American Federation of Musicians. 
Replying to a query from the de- 
partment, the Music Publishers Pro- 
tective Association last weekend 
wired Washington that it had no way 
of knowing how the AFM’s ban on 
phonograph records would damage 
the publishing business and that this 
was something that only time could 
tell. The pubs had been asked 
through their association to submit 
an affidavit attesting to what extent 
their interests will be hurt by the 
federation’s shutdown on recordings. 
This affidavit. was to be used by 
Thurman Arnold, assistant U.S. at- 
torney general, in his prosecution of 
an injunction action against Petrillo 
and the AFM in Chicago. Trial of 
the petition has been postponed at 
Arnold’s request to Sept. 16. 

Might Help Not Hurt 

The MPPA’s answer to the De- 
partauhent of Justice was the result 
of a lengthy meeting of the associa- 
tion’s board of directors Friday (7). 
The question passed around the 
boardroom table was how could the! 
passing of phonograph records 





af- | bine. 


fect the music publishing business. | 


Some of the older pubishers recalled | 


the time when the industry looked | Washington to fight their battle.” He 


on the income from records as very | added, ‘The 


incidental and figured its sales of | asked the 
| situation. 


sheet music in the millions of copies 
per hit. Perhaps, these older 
lishers pondered out 
phonograph record went out of ex- 
istence the sale of sheet music 
would be stimulated to 
where a hit would again sell a mil- 
lion or more copies. The most that 
a publisher can get from a phono- 
kraph record is 1%c, whereas he 


can make as much as 8c on a sheet | 


of music. 

The younger publisher directors at 
this board meeting also pondered. 
They recalled their experience of 
recent years with radio. They 


pub-, 
loud, if the, 


RAY MACE HEADS KDYL 


the point | 


| manager 
| Mace to lead house orchestra in re- 
| placement 


thought that radio could not exist | 


without ASCAP music but radio not 
only proved that 
but that it could replace ASCAP’s 
music with an adequate repertoire. 
Who knows, asked the younger pubs, 


whether the disappearance of phono- | 


it could survive | 


graph recortis won't bring back the | 


ukelele, which also was an im- 


portant cause for sheet music sales? | 


The music publishing business, it 
Was agreed, has undergone lots of 
mechanical innovations, trends and 
epochs, and the wise music man is 
he who avoids horoscope and tries 
to make the most out of each 
changed situation. 

The music industry represented in 
that exchange of wires between the 
Department of Justice and the 
MPPA is. still operating under a 





F0 


R AR 





NOLD — 





 WAAT’s A.F.M. Slant 


anita Aug. 11. 

Not worried over the Petrillo 
no-recording, no-transcription 
order, Jay Stanley, music di- 
rector of WAAT, declared Sat- 
urday (1): 

‘At present we have 15,000 re- 
cordings in our music library, 
everything from grand opera to 
jive. We understand a substan- 
tial number of recordings made 
before Petrillo’s ban also will be 
available to us. We have the 
music, and we'll continue to use: 
it. We're not worried.’ 


A. F. M. RESENTS 
THREATS VIA 
PRESS 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Musicians dig their own graves by 
creating the instrument that de- 
stroys them. That was the theme 
of a radio talk by J. H. ‘Spike’ Wal- 
lace, president of local 47 of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
who was heard yesterday (Monday) 
on station KPAS, Pasadena, He 
‘Our Daily Bread’ 
program, sponsored by the C.1LO. 
and interviewed by Tom Van Dycke, 
C.1.0. rep and producer of the show. 

In opening the program Van 
Dycke said, ‘In all the controversy 
we have never heard or seen the 
musicians’ side of the story. It has 
always been the attack, never a 
word of defense.’ 

Program was composed mostly of 
quotes from letters of Petrillo, to 
Elmer Davis, and James L. Fly, 
citing the patriotism of musicians 
and declaring democratic principles 
and operation of union. 

Wallace chided wax manufactur- 
ers for not coming forward with a 
solution to the problem. ‘They all 
|sit back and say we will all com- 
Meanwhile the radio stations, 
the recording companies and adver- 
tising agencies, bring pressure on 














was heard on 


Government has not 
musicians to explain the 
We resent being threat- 


ened through the press.’ 


STAFF ORCHESTRA 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 11. 
S. S. Fox, president and general 
of KDYL, has hired Ray 


of Ed Stoker, who has 
been inducted into the Army at Fort 
Douglas Reception Centre. 

Mace, a former Salt Laker, has re- 
cently been with Gray Gordon and 





his orchestra, also Joe Marsala. 





— . = . 


consent decree recommended by that | 
selfsame department. The decree | 
covers ASCAP but many of the pub- 
lishers on the MPPA board are also} 
ASCAP directors and several of | 
these MPPA directors were among 
those ASCAP directors that the De- 
partment of Justice hauled before a 
Federal court in Milwaukee 17 
months ago on conspiracy-monopoly 
charges and compromised the inci- 
dent with fines. The arraignment in 
Milwaukee occurred while the fight 
between radio and ASCAP was on. 
ASCAP music was off the air for 10 
months as a result of this battle. 
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GENERAL AMJSEMENT 


Jack Lear May Quit MCA | 


If his plans materialize Jack- Lear 


will leave his post as director of 
exploitation and publicity at Music 
Corp. of America within the next 
week. He will go into a war pro- 
duction berth. Nothing is definite, 
however. 

Lear has been with MCA approxi- 


mately four years, head uartered 
New York. 7 ‘“ 


es 


Hank D’Amico to Brown 

Hank D'Amico, ex-bandleader and 
recent sideman with Richard Him- 
ber, joins Les Brown’s orchestra 
Aug. 22 in Chicago to replace 
clarinetist Abe Most, who goes into 
service. Ralph Young, vocalist with 
Brown before and now with Shep 
Fields, rejoins Brown at the same 
time. 





hotel, New York, Sept. 12. 


Brown band goes into the Astor | 


Mel Adams Makes Good 


Sgt. Mel Adams, former head of 
publicity-exploitation for RCA-Vic- 
tor in New York, has been trans- 
ferred to Ordnance Officers’ Train- 
ing School at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds, Md. He is in N. Y. cur- 
rently. Adams went into the army 
last January as a buck private, and 
lwas stationed at Fort Riley, Kans. 
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CARMENE 


This current run at the Para- 
New York, 
personal appearance tour of 17 
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His Orchestra 


Featuring 





concludes a 


... IN SEPTEMBER—STARTING FIFTH YEAR FOR PEPSODENT 
WITH BOB HOPE—LORD & THOMAS, Agency 


Personal Management—ALEX HOLDEN 


MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


LONDON © NEW TORK + CHICAGO © SAM FRANCISCO + BEVERLY HILLS + CLEVELAND + DALLAS 
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Ennis-Spots Boff $85,000 in N. Y.; 
T. Dorsey Record $23,000 in Balto, 


James Jives S.F. for Record 386' 


—neanemans + 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Bob Armstrong, Buffalo (Buffalo; 
3.500; 35-55)—With ‘Maisie Gets Her 
Man’ (M-G). Good stage talent and 
fair film assist should drive in bet- 
ter than $20,000, good. 


Charlie Barnet, New York (Strand; 
2.756; 35-75-85-99-$1.10 )—-With ‘Wings 
for Eagle’ (WB) (2d-final wk). On 
holdover very strong at better than 
$40,000, important assistance on draw 
being lent by the Barnet band. 


Blue Barron, Chicago (Oriental; 3,- 
200; 28-33-55-65 )—With ‘Atlantic Con- 
voy’ (Col). It’s strictly the band at 
the b.o., and Barron potent enough 
for great $23,000. 

Tommy Dorsey, Baltimore (Hippo- 
drome; 2,240; 17-25-28-38-44-55-66 )— 
With ‘Enemy Agents Meet Ellery 
Queen’ (Col). Carrying the whole 
load and banging out socko $23,000 
for six days, a record for the house, 
which previous high was set by An- 
drews Sisters with slightly better 
than $22,000 in seven days. 

Skinnay Ennis, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10 )— With 
Ink Spots, other acts, on stage; ‘Holi- 
day Inn’ (Par) on screen. Stage show 
credited with providing able b.o. 
support for the picture, with the 
combination pulling extraordinarily 
big business. First week, ended last 
night (Tuesday), was $85,000, heav- 
iest non-holiday stanza house has 
had in nearly seven years of its pit- 
band policy. 

Benny Goodman, Chicago 
cago; 4,000; 35-55-75)—With ‘They 
All Kissed the Bride’ (Col). Good- 
man the chief draw here currently 
and $55,000 will be terrific. 

Horace Heidt-Frankie Carle, De- 
troit (Michigan; 4,000; 50-65)—With 
‘Are Husbands Necessary?’ (Par). 
Film well liked and gross will be 
good $38,000. 

Harry James, San _ Francisco 
(Golden Gate; 2,850; 40-44-65 )—With 
‘Affairs of Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep). 
Harry James is drawing the jive cus- 
tomers at a super-terrific clip, break- 
ing all house records. Due for $38,- 
000 gross, which is $3,000 greater 
than previous record set by Kay Ky- 
ser, Extra daily performance neces- 
sary to handle mobs. 

Sammy Kaye, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2,768; 35-46-57-68-75)—-Teamed with 
‘Meet the Stewarts’ (Col) on screen 
and getting good $26,000, with Kaye 
credited with virtually the entire 
draw. 

Vaughn Monroe, Cleveland (Pal- 
ace; 3,700; 35-40-45-55-70). Newcomer 
to this Lake Erie port, Monroe well 
liked by swing-time set and debut 
here further boosted by ‘My Favorite 
Spy’ (RKO). Smart $22,000 in sight. 

Ozzie Nelson, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66 )—With Harriet Hil- | 
liard and ‘Her Cardboard Lover’ 


(Chi- 











On the Upbeat 


Gene Krupa plays two weeks at 
Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Cedar 
Grove, N. J., opening Aug. 25. 





Two members of Frank Gagen’s 
orchestra, currently playing at the 
El Dorado Room of the Commodore 
Perry hotel, Toledo, have left for 
military service. They are Eddie 
Schick, accordianist, air force, re- 
placed by Johnny Fliss, and Don 
Kraft, tenor sax, awaiting induction. 
Latter’s place taken by Corky Mc- 
Cormick. 





Louis Bellson, jr., national swing 
drum champion, of Moline, Ill, has 
gone to Hollywood on a contract 
with Ted Fio Rito. 


Chuck Foster has taken Jean Gor- 
don from Al Donahue’s band to sing 
ballads, retaining Dotty Dotson for 
vocals and novelties and rhumbas, 
plus Ray Robbins on sweet tunes, 





Freddy Nagel band opens at Bill 
Green’s, Pittsburgh, Monday (17), 
replacing Everett Hoagland outfit. 
Latter opens Aug. 25 at Hotel St. 
Anthony, San Antonio. 





Gloria Foster, singing with .her 
brother, Chuck Foster, for the last 
year, joins Shep Fields’ band as fea- 
tured femme vocalist Friday (14) at 
Edgewater Beach hotel, Chi. 

Sid Weiss, bass, 
Goodman’s band. 


Nardi Bates replaces George 
Quinty on alto sax with Vido Musso 
band. 





leaving Benny 


Rialto Ballroom, N. Y. 


The baliroom atop the Rialto the- 
atre in Times Square, which has 
been shuttered since the demise of 
the Fiesta Danceteria, will come to 
life around Labor Day when a new 
organization headed by Michael Ac- 
cardi, with no record in show biz, 
reopens the spot as the Rialto Ball- 
room. . 

Staff and talent are still pending. 








(M-G). Picture can be discounted 
almost entirely, which means Nelson 
and Miss Hilliard deserve practically 
all the credit for fine $23,500. 

Paul Whiteman, Minneapolis (Or- 
pheum; 2,800; 39-44-55)—Whiteman 
popular here and his current orches- 
tra is making fine impression. With 
‘The Big Shot’ (WB) on the screen, 
gross wili flirt with a big $20,000. 


Alien Musicians Ousted 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 
One dozen aliens have been 
tossed out of Local 47, Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians, 
for neglecting to take out citi- 
zenship papers. 
Union has a standing rule that 
members must be citizens or ap- 
plicants for Americanization. 











Count Basie Sets 
Record; Monroe 
Strong in Det. 





Estimates 


Count Basie (Shrine Aud., Holly- 
wood, Calif. Aug. 9)—Basie broke 
record at this spot with 5,900 dancers 
at 75c-85c for terrific net of $4,462. 

Don Bestor-Ted Herbert (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, Aug. 7)—Bestor 
has following up here and, when 
coupled with Herbert, local, drew 
1,800 hoofers at 75c-65c for fine 
$1,260. 

Chuck Foster (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., Aug. 3-8)—Foster is 
new in this section; on first six days 
of three-week stay he drew 9,500 at 
$1.45 pair for okay $6,960. 

Clarence Fuhrman (Brookline C.C., 
Philadelphia, Aug. 8)—First time for 
KYW house band brought 400 hoof- 
ers at $1.10. Good, all things con- 
sidered. 

Carl Hoff-Ted Herbert (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, Aug. 8)—Hoff 
has played here many times. Teamed 
with local localite Herbert, he was 
responsible for good 2,000 draw at 
75-65c for $1,400. 

Vaughn Monroe (Eastwood Gar- 
dens, Detroit, July 31-Aug. 6)—Mon- 
roe proved tremendous draw here, 
piling up a gross of $9,400 at 75c. 


Jurgens Getting 19 Air 
Shots Wkly. at N. J. Spot 


Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook, Ce- 
dar Grove,N. J., now affords the 
bands it plays a total of 19 broad- 
casts a week. Dick Jurgens, current, 
has six Mutual shots, six on CBS, 








one Sunday afternoon on WNEW, 
N. Y. (local) and six locals on 
WPAT, Paterson, N. J. 

WPAT shots, 7-7:30 p.m., stem 


from Kay Kyser’s recent stay there. 
He wanted ali the air time possible 
and wasn’t adverse to comparatively 
low-watt local coverage. 


‘Red’ Ballard, trombonist, joins 
Woody Herman’s orchestra in place 
of Walter Nims, who enlisted in the 





Coast Guard. 





Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





(Presented herewith, as a@ weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated, Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 


Week Covers Total 

Band Hotel Play ed Week =< 
Alvino Rey .....Astor (1,000; 75c-$1).........eeeee008 4,425 23,950 
Ray Heatherton . Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).............15 700 8,875 
Xavier Cugat* ...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50)............. 6 2,950 16,225 
Johnny Long ....New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........13 1975 27,275 
Lani McIntire .,.Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........26 1475 38,675 
Glen Gray ,..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 4 2,150 8,600 
Jerry Wald ......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)...... reeenceas am 600 12,000 





“4 


6 Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 





Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 


the count to within shade of 5,000 covers. 
tie trade. 


Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Reichman and his music weil 
liked here, so another 4,500 is in the cards. Got another extension and 
will be around for a long time. 


Weekend mop-ups easing 
Only spot in town pulling black 





Chicago 


Tommy Tucker (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Near- 
ing end of stay Tucker has proven himself in this territory; last week 
held to smart 3,400 patrons. 

Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Jimmy 
Joy is a fixture in the Bismarck and can play it year after year; last week 
came through with.2,406 customers. 

Duke Ellington (Panther Room, Hotel Sherrnan; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.), 
One more week for the Duke, with Charlie Spivak coming in on Friday 
(14). Ellington has done a good job here, bringing in 4,000 customers 
last week. 

Charlie Murray (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.). 
Joan Merrill continues as floor attraction, with biz holding to oke 1,500 
tabs, 





Boston 


Nat Brandwynne (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Carlton hotel; 350; $1 cover). On his 
sixth week, Brandwynne continued the fine business with 2,000 covers, 
with fine dinner sessions. 

Jack Edwards (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Edwards’ 
eighth week was his best yet with 975 covers over Friday-Saturday, only 
late nights. Dinner trade excellent during week. 

Ray Morton (Oval Room, Copley-Plaza; 300; $1 cover). Jane Pickens 
shares drawing honors with Morton and on their fourth week played to 
1,300 covers with similarly big dinner trade. 





Minneapolis 


Frankie Gelson (Minnesota Terrace, Nicollet hotel; $1.50-$2 min.). Doro- 
thy Lewis ice revue, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ continues to crock ’em here. 
In fifth week still keeping the room packed, attendance averaging around 
700 nightly. Gelson (local) orch. helping along the record-breaking en- 
gagement. 





Philadelphia 


Herby Woods (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50- 
$2 min.). Biz continues on the upgrade with 1,325 customers chalked up 
for supper last week, almost 200 over the previous sesh, 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Woody Herman (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). The town’s 
fair-haired lad and bouncing along for another sockeroo week, on either 
side of 26,000. 
Cab Calloway (Casa Manana B, Culver City, Cal., fifth week). Hitting 
big figures for this spot and won’t have any trouble pulling up around 
last week’s 12,000. Lionel Hampton next. 


Jan Savitt (Casino B, Hollywood, sixth week). Catching most of its 





(Continued on page 50) 
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Milwaukee County 


Com Machines 


Grossed $3,600,000 During 1941 





dp 
vi 





Milwaukee, Aug. 11. 
Juke boxes, pinball machines and 
slot devices’ had a take in 1941 in 
excess of $3,600,000, in Milwaukee 
county, according to tax returns and 


payments made to the office of John 
Leenhouts, state assessor of incomes. 
Wilfred Sawyer, who lives at nearby 
Lake Beulah, is considered the state’s 
biggest dealer in mechanized gamb- 
ling and music devices, his- take on 
the year being computed at $180,000, 
his net income amounting to $77,- 
535.58—after the split with tavern 
and store keepers. 


Hubert F. Wagner, of Cudahy, Wis. 
head of the G. & W. Novelty Co., is 
another example of the Big Business 
phase of the coin machines, his take 
for last year being in excess of $100,- 
000, his share being $50,421.57 on 140 
pinball machines and 60 juke boxes. 

The Mitchell Novelty Co., of Mil- 
waukee, another distributing outfit, 
had an income of $92,429.23 from its 
machines, netting its operators Joseph 
E. and Edward A. Beck, $31,323.73. 

Norman Anderson, a Milwaukeean 
who quit a draftsman’s job to go 
into the coin machine game in a 
small way in 1939, expanded his 
business until last year his take 
soared to $17,500. 

Assessor’s audit of returns show 
that generally the take is split two 
ways—half to the distributors and 
half to the tavernkeeper or propri- 
etor of the location. Total invest- 
ment is computed at close to $1,000- 
000 on machines operated in Mil- 
waukee county alone. 


COLUMBIA PAYOFF 
DOWN AROUND 1 


Music publishers last week re- 
ceived their statements from Colum- 
bia Phonograph and the royalty pay- 
off seemed to be about 15% under 
what it had been for the previous 
quarter. The differential is consid- 
ered good in light of the restrictions 
that the various phonograph com- 
panies have had to impose on pro- 
duction because of material priori- 
ties. 

Decca is slated to issue its state- 
ment for the like quarter, ending 
June 30, to publishers within the 
next week. 











Lorraine. With Silver 


Sid Lorraine, former professional 
manager of Southern Music, is with 
Abner Silver’s Lincoln Music 
aS part owner. 

The new setup retains Phil Korn- 
heiser as prof. mgr. 


™~s 


Corp. 


Music Dean Unbends 





Regina, Sask., Aug. 11. 

Arthur Collingwood, dean of 
music at the University of 
Saskatchewan, reports himself 
constrained to change his view 
point on the output of ‘Tin Pan 
Alley,’ which he had formerly 
unconditionally condemned. 

‘Through listening to the ar- 
rangements of fine tunes by the 
slick technicians of that partic- 
ular style, many students have 
found their way to some of the 
best symphonic music,’ Dean 
Collingwood said. He added he 
had discovered a number of 
students had been led in this 
manner to attend his regular 
musical informals at the uni- 
versity. 

‘It is another case of Out of 
evil cometh good,’ he said. 


Record Guild of America 
Using Cardboard, Lacquer 
For Revised Releases 


Record Guild of America, which 
was started about a year ago by 
Harold L. Friedman, Oscar Blum 
and Marvin Rothenker, has switched 
from its original plan of a monthly 
release of a recorded semi-classical 
public domain tune to the produc- 
tion of small platters of fairy tales, 
nursery rhymes and dramatic reci- 
tations aimed at the juve trade and 
recorded seasonal and _. birthday 
greetings. Shift came after the 
Messrs. Blum and Rothenker hit the 
draft trail and the shellac shortage 
crimped production which had to 
be huge to warrant distribution via 
chain and department stores. 

Current record production uses a 
cardboard blank and lacquer finish 
and is purportedly good for 100 play- 
ings. Blank is a six-incher which 
gives about four minutes of enter- 
tainment and effectively nixes use 
of radio stations. Additional hooks 
for the comic book customers are 
the 25c price and color prints which 
are stamped onto the face of each 

















platter. Adaptations are by Eric 
| Lucas, with talent coming from | 
AFRA and AFM ranks. The latter 


organization okayed production since 
platters are strictly for home con- 
sumption. 

Record Guild also 


work, 


does promo- 
using its card- 
formula, for 


tional platter 
board and _ lacquer 
commercial firms. 

a Pepsi-Cola promotion 
a traveling crew that is routed 
|around the Army camps where they 





One of these is | 
which uses | are 


| 


Walter Donaidson Wests 


Walter Donaldson’ returns to 
Hollywood tomorrow (Thurs.) after 
several weeks east during which 
time he wrote a number of songs 
with John Latouche, Bob Russell 
and Kermit Goell, besides those he 
authors solo. 

He placed them between the Rob- 
bins and Warner Bros. music pub- 
lishing syndicates, former getting 
seven and the WB group three new 
ones. 


BMI BIDS HIGH 
FOR PUBLISHER 
ALLIES 








Broadcast Music, Inc., 
ing its drive to recruit new pub- 
lisher affiliates. The guarantees as 
against performing rights payments 
increase as the quest for additional 
material to feed BMI station sub- 
scribers goes on. Professional man- 
agers of major ASCAP firms report 
that they have been offered guaran- 
tees as high as $60,000 a year to set 
up publishing firms which would 
clear broadcast rights through BMI. 

The professional managers admit 
that the inducement is a very at- 
tractive one, since that $60,000 repre- 
sents many times the amount that 
a new publisher could collect an- 
nually from ASCAP. The reason 
they give for nesitating is their 
doubt of being able to get material 
that Could meet the competition. 
They point to the ‘most played’ and 
sheet bestseller lists as graphically 
illustrating what they mean. The 
hits, with rare exceptions, have for 
months been from writers in the 
ASCAP fold. 


is ccatinu- 





WGN’S CHICAGO FESTIVAL 


Will Have 10,000 Musicians 
pating Aug. 15 
Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Annual Chicago Music Festival 
broadcasts from WGN and the Mu- 
tual network, Sat., Aug. 15, at 8 p.m. 
CWT. Total of 10,000 musicians will 


Partici- 





take part in festival, while 85,000 
persons are expected to attend at 
Soldiers’ Field. Profits go to Army 


and Navy Relief. 
Festival will feature Festival Sym- 
phony orchestra, 


ing Station Choir, a plectrophonic 
orchestra of 1,000 fretted instru-| 
ments, a marimba orchestra of 160| 


marimbas, and 
male choruses and soloists. 








make cuffo greetings frori the sol- 
diers to the folks at home 
mailed to the folks 
benefiting via a credit 
disc. 


with Pepsi 


Great Lakes Train- | 


several male and fe- 


Records | S 


line on the} 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers| 


(Week of Aug. 8) 





| Jingle Jangle ....... Paramount 
| Wears Silver Wings ....Shapiro 
Stagedoor Canteen ...... Army 
Always In Heart ...... Remick 
Johnny Doughboy ....Crawford 
Idaho , .Mills 
One Dozen Roses jawnes Famous 
Jersey Bounce ....ccecs;. Lewis 
Sey BOOVOUOR. . kiss acces Santly 


Who Wouldn't Love ....Maestro 
CONGUE, FOUN viccchosceds Berlin 
Army Air Corns ......: Fischer 
Three Little Sisters ...... Santly 
Got Gal Kalamazoo at 








Sweet Nostalgia Drips 
From Tunes Roused By 
Films From Their Repose 


Hollywood, Aug. 11. 

Largely while nobody was noticing 
—and more or less in the midst of 
what seemed to be a musical tan- 
trum in which sharps and flats were 
hep-catting and jiving around the 
scale—a new trend in melodic se- 
quences has crept into recent pic- 
ture production. It’s a revival of 
the old-time song with a nostalgic 
sob in every syllable. 

To be brief about it, the current 
tendency in musical effects now is 
from the frantic to the nostalgic in 
one easy clef. 

There’s ‘The Pride of 
kees,’ for example, 
helpful theme song. 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Always,’ a notable 
contribution to the feeling of the 
picture, quite apart from the fact 
that it was a favorite of the Gehrigs; 





the Yan- 
and its very 
The latter is 


for it also was a favorite of the 
olden, golden ’20’s. ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ is a better example. 


That’s one that probes down un- 
der the waistcoat and plagues the 
emotions with its haunting melodies 
of a mellower and kindlier day. 

In line with the trend, Univer- 
sal’s revival of the old stage and 
screen meller, ‘Broadway,’ brought 
with it 14 old songs, mostly from 
the 20’s in which the play placed 
|its metier. Sung either in part or 
| entirety, on stage and off, were 
these hardy perennials: 

Other Oldsters 
Just Wild About Harry,’ 
Georgia Brown,’ ‘Chicago,’ 
Bound, ‘Yes, Sir, That’s 
|My Baby,’ ‘When Irish Eyes Are 
miling’ and ‘Three O’Clock in the 
Morning.’ Some of these may 
for the 

(Continued on 





‘T’m 
| ‘Sweet 
‘Alabamy 


page 50) 


lack | 
sentimental thump and pang 


Publisher Frankly Informs Milwaukee 
Claimants That His Song, Like Theirs, 


Came From a Public Domain Tune 


Four Wisconsin songwriters who 
claim that ‘Sweet Eloise’ is an in- 
fringement of something they wrote 
two years before were treated last 
week to an unusual brand of candor 
by Shapiro, Bernsteia & Co. In 
answering the claim the publishing 
firm wrote that the melody of 
‘Eloise’ was a lift but it wasn’t from 
anything the foursome wrote. In 


fact, stated the letter, ‘Eloise’ and 
the foursome’s tune, ‘Why,’ had a 
common = source. It was Tosti’s 
‘Goodbye.’ The latter is in the pub- 
lic domain. ° 

Russ Morgan wrote the melody of 
‘Eloise’ and the strain on which it 
was based had been used, according 
to the publisher, by Morgan in 
trombone solos for 20 years. The 
foursome that made the infringe- 
ment claim to Shapiro-Bernstein 
were Walter Zitke, Charles Hess, 
Odd Linke and Sam Madden, all of 
Milwaukee. ‘Eloise’ was published 
this year and ‘Why’ was copyrighted 
in February, 1940. 


SLOW GOING ON NEW 
ASCAP CLASSIFICATION 


It may take several meetings of 
the publisher faction of the ASCAP 
directorate before the proposed new 
system of classification is adopted. 
Practically the same group of di- 
rectors serving as members of a 
special committee had last month 
recommended the amended plan but 
when the directorate met Thursday 
(6) there seemed to be several pub- 
lishers who thought that some of 
the suggested changes ought to be 
gone over again, slowly and delib- 
erately. 

Under the revised system accu- 
mulated performances would figure 
55%, availability, 30%, and seniority, 
15% Evening radio performances 
would have a greater credit value 
than daytime performances and 
commercial uses would have a high- 
er value than sustaining uses. 


'SPITALNY HYMNS AS 
ROBBINS SONG BOOK 

















| Jack Robbins has signed Phil Spi- 
|talny to fashion a ‘101 Hymns From 
the Hour of Charm’ for fall pub- 


lication in folio form. 

General Electric, Spitalny’s spon- 
sor, will probably take 200,000 cop- 
lies for Xmas distribution. 

















for the year’s big novelty 


HIT: 


Published by EDWIN H. 


JOHNNY MERCER “fakes off” 


song $ tondies of the country i in its race 
of the Hit Parade— 


MORRIS & COMPANY, INC. ¢ 1619 Broadway 
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T if — 
o e ® a. 
om 
10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines | Sweet Nostalgia —IUSIC 
‘Le centinued from page 49 | 
; : . that go with the poignant strains 4 : . 

(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores | | of the real ‘oldsters, Phe at least one The Newark Evening News, in an editorial last week titled ‘Wanted— 
throughout the country. as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names | of its numbers had plenty of both. War Songs,’ posed the question why Tin Pan Alley doesn’t forego slush 
of 5th ee band - myst, Faecal eB ya ver ni hy o— - This is the unforgettable ‘Some of ye rg ye tag Tae —. vd ore ee fare 
popularity, whose recordings ai q yed. ire ne nes These Davs.’ é s > Ws declared, ‘is songs to arouse the armed 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings amon Chentines again did bet- forces, not to soothe them; to inspire them to a fighting mood rather than 


and respective publishers.) 


ter with its production, 


| Way. For it had on its shelf some 
| musical wows from former Warner 





1. Jingle, Jangle (12) (Paramount)........ {Kay Kyser . Columbia 
ee eT | Freddy Martin....... Victor 
2. Who Wouldn't Love You (7) (Maestro) .. ) Kay _Kyser.....--.Columbia 
eer ree 
. eh Po: a) ere Bluebird 
3. Idah 4) ¢( Bricccs sbubéeéénkneatoake ns 
mame ) eis) | Benny Goodman....... Okeh 
4. Al Need Is Y Miller {Ella Fitzgerald....... Decca 
a I Need Is You (4) (Miller) *) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 
pe : f Abe Lyman........ Bluebird 
, - «9 P " \ 
5. Wears Silver Wings (2) (Shapiro)...... ) Kay Kyser........ Columbia 
. {Charlie Spivak....Columbia 
: ( tv 
6. Brother Bill (4) (Rytvoc)............. t Tony Pastor........ Bluebird 
. : ie {Glenn Miller.........Victor 
7. Sweet Eloise (6) (Shapiro)............ \ Kay Kyser .. Columbia 
pores a oe { Harry James......Columbia 
8. Sleepy Lagoon (16) (Chappell)........ ) Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
9. By Light of Silvery Moon (1) (Remick). ..Ray Noble........ Columbia 
10. Strip Polka (Mercer) .. Johnny Mercer ..Capitol | 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


-“S : { Dick Jurgens.......... Okeh 

One Dozen Roses (13) (Famous)........... ) Harry James...... Colurshie 
Be Careful My Heart (Berlin).............. BS. a a Decca 
ae {Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
er are ee | King Sisters....... Bluebird 
a . {Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Just Though You Were Here (Yankee).... ) Russ Morgan......... Decca 
{ Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 


Take Me SE Pct weds ebsss chal 4ccgneus ) Benny Goodman. ..Columbia 


{Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
***** )Sammy Kaye.........Victor 


{Guy Lombardo.......Decca 


Wonder When My Baby (Crawford).. 


I Met Her On Monday (ABC).......... ‘+ Freddy Martin.......Victor 
FR 3 ts eee rere: posed , cas ole gtae «oe 
ee a ee ne ree eee (ig -nadl ae 
Conchita Lopez (Famous)...... deeteas chin oe ae ? : ; ; fone 2s 








Rotter wi Riaihits PF 





“Ferry-Boat Serenade” sold 200,000 copies 
“The Woodpecker Song” sold 325,000 copies 
And now, by the same writers — A New Outstanding Novelty / 


THE HUMMING-BIRD 


Lyric by Harold Adamson Music by E. Di Lazzaro 


A New Rampant Rhythm Smash—It’s Timely And Terrific 


HIP HIP HOORAY 


Words and music by Henry Nemo and Milt Ebbins 


The Surprise Hit Of The Season 


I'M STILL CRAZY FOR YOU 


Lyric by Leo Robin 


From the 20th Century-Fox picture “Footlight Serenade” 


oe 
lym , 
A New Popular Song Edition Of The Modern American Classie 


MANHATTAN SERENADE 


Lyric by Harold Adamson Music by Louis Alter 


Music by Ralph Rainger 








BINS |'MUSIC CORPORATION 


VENTH AVEN . “ NV YORK 








successes: ‘Ill String Along 
You’; the Ginger Rogers song, ‘We're 
In the Money,; Al Jo'son’s ‘I'm 

Latin from Manhattan’ and four or 
five others. And it dug these up for 
rendition in the vaudeville se- 


.Guences. as appropriately portrayed | 








} 
| 


by the itinerant, third-rate team of | 
Jack Carson and Dennis Morgan. 
It’s the kind of stuff that’s good for 
at the very least a momentary flut- 
ter with the elderly relics of a 
prior generation. 





The Hard | if there ever 
| aviator 
With his sweetheart on the ground. 
|isn’t a fighting musical diet. 


| 


As to that, Metro has gone several | 


fathoms deeper into the past in ex- 


numing ‘Every Little Movement Has | 


a Meaning All Its Own,’ to be used 


in the forthcoming production, ‘Pre- | 
senting Lily Mars.’ ; 7 
But though this melody stems 


|from around or near the period of 


the Cohan songs in ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy,’ it lacks their lilt and zingo 
and cordial warmth, as of, for in- 
stance, ‘Give My Regards to Broad- 
way. There have been many songs, 
and good ones, about the famous 
street, but none has lived to chai- 
lenge this one. 

Another ‘Dandy’ number that’ll 
never die is ‘So Long Mary,’ and, as 
for its companion piece, ‘Mary Is a 
Grand Old Name,’ words all but 
fail. Save only these: 

..-For there is something there, 

‘That sounds so square.’ 

That wasn't a lyric. It was death- 
less prose. 





Music Notes 


Bessie Boniel, songsmith, has just 
left the hospital after'a stay of four 
months for an intestinal ailment. 


George Pincus, manager of the 
Chicago office of Shapiro, Bernstein 
& Co., was in New York for a week. 





Top seller at the moment in Rob- 
bins Music folio is the ‘Parade of 
Hits’ arranged by Carmen Cavallero. 





Harold Arlen writing special songs 
for ‘Cabin in the Sky’ at Metro. 

Burton Lane and E. Y. Harburg 
cleffed ‘Tom, Tom, the Piper’s Son,’ 
to be sung in ‘Presenting Lily Mars’ 
at Metro. 





Franz Waxman, composer-con- 
ductor, checked off the Metro lot 
after seven years to freelance. 





Johnny Mercer borrowed by “KO 
from Paramount to write songs for 
‘Look Out Below.’ 

Lennie Hayton assigned to write 
the score for ‘Nevy Convoy’ at 
Metro. 





H. J. Salter is writing an original 
score for ‘Invisible Agent’ at Uni- 
versal. 





Jimmy Wakely, Milton Rosen and 
Oliver Drake cleffed ‘Little Sweet- 
heart of the Rio Grande,’ to. be sung 
in ‘The Old Chisholm Trail’ at Uni- 
versal. 





Oliver Drake cleffed ‘Chiquita,’ to 
be sung in the next Johnny Mack 
Brown-Tex Ritter picture at Uni- 


versal. 





Jim Durkin back as manager of 


| Colonial Music. 


| 


| 





Mack Gorden and Harry Warren 
writing songs for ‘Hello, Frisco, 
Hello’ at 20th-Fox. 





Paul Scharf doing the scores for 
‘Ice Capades’ and ‘Chatterbox’ at 
Republic. 


Daniele Amfitheatref composing 
scores for ‘A Letter to Bataan’ and 
‘We Refuse to Die,’ Victory shorts, at 
Paramount, 





Ted Grouya and Ben Oakland do- 
ing added songs for ‘Scattergood 
Swings It’ at RKO. 





Billy Gilbert cleffed ‘Don’t Say 
No’ for publication by Irving Mills. 





Freddie Rich writing original 
score for the Pine-Thomas picture, 





‘Submarine Alert.’ 








with the dreams of the girls left behind. Irving Berlin, a sentimentalist 
Was One, wrote a song for “This Is the Army,’ in which an 
soaring through the clouds has thoughts not of the foe but of 


This 1s all right once in a while, but. it 


‘The virile and robust tune,’ paper further asserted, ‘has been at a dis- 
;count in the United States, where popular music, for a decade or more, 
has been written for crooners. Our tunesmiths are not going to be able 
to write inspiring, fighting melodies right off the bat. Most of the at- 
tempts at war tunes thus far composed have been pallid and artificial. 
Even where tunes have been —— words have been terrible.’ 








NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ. 
WABC and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monde through Sunday ‘Aug. 3-9) from 5 p.m. to 1 am. and is 


| based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular source tor 


music publishing industry. 
TITLE 





PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Be Careful My Heart—?*‘Holiday Inn’......Berlin .................... 37 
Jingle Jangle Jingle..... ea berate Maes bale es ee « 32 
Do You Miss Sweetheart.................c6- Paramount ee Ae ~~ 
Idaho S Cais Rate Aaah S Chie b teadewas ia teed en ee ee ee _~ 2 
Wears Pair Silv er Wings...... na . Shapiro ...... . 6 
BE is. bE Sede 5 beak 3 A 25 
Re ere ee ree Sree” eS ee 24 
At Last—7‘Orchestra Wives’ ............... YE hones Seer . 19 
**Left Heart Stagedoor Canteen............ WE «5:56:36 a 56s daw ob es ceeed 19 
SE ss ss car PE ced ok Palen da t@x0G a GwOERS . .. 66 xoes ccs e0ee 18 
RU Silk 5 ria! sas a A RE ig bbes ted MNase ch <es 18 
Conchita Lopez-—-7‘Priorities on Parade’....Famous ............ oss Wola 
Got Gal Kalamazoo—i‘Orchestra Wives’... BVC ...................... 15 
I SN ont ca Pega s¥ enw ab dee e See in| a vic-ei stab onus sé 14 
*Love Is a Song—j‘Bambi’ ............ La wiwsse ?ss.c%asne ener ae 
Wonder When Baby Coming.. rrr ty yf. a ee aah ges 
Always in Heart—i‘Always in Heart’ ee ee a td ge ose aa 
*Strictly Instrumental. aang te ; 
T Béet Her On BEOmGay.... ...ccccccscces ABC ay a 83 
Just Though You Here .......... ule I a Ox. - 2 
Here You Are—i‘My Gal Sal’.............. RODD 6ccccd. eee . 1 
One Dozen Roses................ ee any 1] 
This Worth Fighting For. sbi pe. Wionwe en . 11 
*When Lights Go on Again..... REPT AL NG aaite tie ork at 
*Who Wouldn't Love You...... 0 , 2a 
I Came Here For Joe “oda vowukews hake 
Singing Sands Alamosa Sere JEN asd caaciess .. 1 
Bee. 2 8 Berrien rerio ER SE Ln aie ; et) ia 
SS ER. oo cds dawes eer anew enn MO bs seas vs NSE ROS Te 
Day Dreams Come we +e iin NE 1 Se aia ae ie ee 
Everything I Got—t‘By Jupiter’. oat: | eS Pe 
He’s My Guy... re: ‘ PERE. ote eb the waseem — 
Jersey Bounce........ a ne EE he B's sae & » . & 
Se cas cnt yosseame Gaeanoe Ree Chanpelt .......- ee 
We'll Meet Again ...... ny eg re, a 
Careless Rhapsody .... .e .Chappell ..... os tee Me 
Every Night About This Time. PME banscewatcceessecas “S 
Midsummer Matinec.. re Embee ..... 7 
Tangerine—+?‘Fleet's In’ ED ~ ane o's'e a » = 
Under Strawberry Moon . Witmark .... wis tF 
By Light Silvery Moon..... oe Toe 
ke a Rare Pes eh view em megees adits Kenereee 
hs ge Se eer ere re eee - Campbell . pees we 
Got Moon In Pocket ... ala df biselh aw ben 4 * aa eee: _ -. 
I’m Oid Fashioned—‘You Never Lovelier’.. Chappel! ; ; fi 
I Remember You—j‘Fleet’s In’ » Pememeent .....5 6s “bel a 
Major and Minor , Famous .... : = ea 
Massachusetts .... pO Saceends wo 
New York Nocturne ; . Robbins 6 
Semper Paratus .. =n sigan cay Pe b 
*Was It Worth It “une lacs . Melody lane 6 
All the Things You sah wae ie secee Chappell 5 
Dearly Beloved—;‘You Never Lovelier’.....Chappell ..... er 
ee NE cos do yiemes hbase eeSe CEE WbGetsee cae Sebasce, @ 
IES. ia ccc da bade wegen cdasgnastebuch Marks pace aiE as alias 5 eee aa 
ee ea er oi a cea w en Ameen ss) 
Somebody’s Thinking You Tonight.......... ST EE TE 5 
Never Be Another You—i‘Iceland’......... SEED Caclpiweuvcaadesokan 5 
Three Little Sisters .......................Santly .. 3 
* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. ¢ Filmusical. 

t Legitimate. 


***This Is the Army’ publishing subsid, licensed freely to all users. 


| Bands At Hotel B.0. 


bulk on the weekends and geared for 4,000 count. Johnny Richards moves 
in Thursday (13). 
Henry Busse (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal, 
last week but still solid with 8,000 stubs. 
Ted Fie Rite (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood, fifth week). Holding 


to around 5,000 payees and aided by Nils Granlund’s floor show and Mills 
Bros. in the Zanzibar Room. 
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Jessel Disputes Vaude ‘Comeback,’ 
Cites ‘Differences’ in Present, Past 
Types of Shows as Insurmountable 








George Jessel, headlining and 
m.c.ing the two-a-day vauder, 
‘Show Time,’ currently at the Cur- 
ran, San Francisco, was quoted in 
a N. Y. Times drama page interview 
Sunday (9) as stating that all the 
talk about vaudeville coming back 
was quite a bit of baloney. Jessel, 


in essence, stated that the success. 


of the Fred Finklehoffe layout in 
which he is playing can be classed 
only as an exception rather than a 
soon-to-be-established rule, and that 
those old-time variety performers 
who take seriously the comeback 
talk will find themselves sadly mis- 
taken. 

Jessel bases the success of ‘Show 
Time? on his belief that it ‘has got 
more class than any vaudeville show 
I can recall ... saying on the basis 
of this show’s business that vaude- 
ville is coming back is like a guy 
going to hear Heifetz and saying ‘I 
think I'll take up the fiddle’... 
vaudeville is not coming back. Eight 
shows have been produced and only 
two have been successful, Only this 
one is real vaudeville, ‘Priorities,’ 
running ih New York, is really al- 
most a revue.’ 


Stresses Own Success 


Jessel stresses his Own success in 
Frisco as due to the fact that his 
material is ‘new’ to San Francisco, 
He added: 


‘I don’t mean, when I say vaude- 
ville is through, that there is no 
place for the top-notch performers, 
If a guy is a very good juggler, the 
best in the business, he’s never 
through.’ But Jessel said he wouldn’t 
advise all the jugglers to brush off 
their equipment and go looking for 
jobs. 

In comparing ‘Show Time’ with 
two-a-day vaude of the old days, 
Jessel pointed up the faults of the 
biz of that time: 


‘A vice of old-time vaudeville was 
this; Every act was a world by it- 
self. Nobody gave a damn how the 
show went; he only wanted his own 
act to go. The average vaudeville 
Star in the days of Eddie Leonard 
thought nothing of acting an hour. 
He didn’t care whether people went 
home without staying for the last 
act. 


‘Now every act is timed. Former- 
ly the headliner went on next to 
last. In this show the curtain is up 
three minutes and I’m out there. My 
specialty closing the first half lasts 
20 minutes. 

‘The average vaudeville actor in 
the old days never had an idea about 
it, and I doubt if he ever inquired, 
How’s_ business?’ Why? Because 
where business was good in one place 
it was bad in another, and the cir- 
cuit made money, and that kept it 
8Oing.’ 

Remember When? 

Jessel did not mention in the inter- 
view that the m.c.-type of vaude 
show he is now doing he also did 
years ago—and at the Palace, N. Y., 
when it was two-a-day. Also that 
acts were timed in the old days just 
as they are today, although there 
were some notorious exceptions who 
wouldn't, or couldn’t, get off in the 
time they were allotted. 

Jessel mentioned eight vaude 
shows produced and only two suc- 
cesses, but actually there is a prob- 
able third—‘Blackouts of 1942,’ cur- 
rent at the El Capitan, Hollywood, 
and building. ‘Keep 'Em Laughing,’ 
with Victor Moore and William Gax- 
ton, was also a click as Clifford C. 
Fischer’s first two-a-day at the 44th 
Street, N. Y., following the click of 
his ‘Priorities’ at the 46th Street. The 
two-a-dayers since the current ‘re- 
Vival’ started six months ago have 
totaled four—'Topnotchers’ (Fisch- 
er); ‘Headliners,’ presented by Al 

loomingdale and Nat Karson, which 
prodied in Chicago; Ed Wynn's 
Kan Town, Laugh,’ which couldn’t 
“hy going at the Alvin, N. Y., and 
_ Ed Sullivan-Shuberts ‘Harlem 

avaleade,’ colored vauder, which 
flopped at the Ritz, N. Y. 
hte Jessel show, which includes 
= Haley, Ella Logan, Kitty Car- 
sie and The DeMarcos, will move 
into New York, probably at the Im- 
weir: in September, according to 
re Small, booker for Finklehoffe. 
B y act in the layout not coming to 

roadway is Buck and Bubbles, 
. Small is also eurrently trying to 
Ine up a show to follow ‘Show Time’ 
at the Curran, Frisco, probably open- 
ing around Oct. 13. 





‘Suciaa Tabu at Bars 
Via New Chi Edict 


Chicago, Aug 11. 
Ordinance to prevent women from 


drinking at bars was passed last week 
by the Chicago City Council at the 
special request of Mayor Edward J. 
Kelly, 


Ruling is designed to protect serv- 
icemen from being victimized by 
women who sit at bars and ask the 
boys to buy them drinks. It is also 
in line with campaign of.Chicago 
health department, United States 
Public Health Service and Army and 
Navy medical officers. 


AGVA PROBES 
HARLEM ON. 
CAFE PAY 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists is investigating reports of 
deplorable salary conditions in the 
Harlem nitery field with an eye to- 
ward an organizational drive if the 
situation warrants. 

The unsavory condition was un- 
covered by Nell Dodson, nitery 
editor for The People’s Voice, Har- 
lem weekly, who charged that 
chorines were getting $17.50 a week, 
hoofers $25 a week and principals 
as little as $40. She laid the matter 
before AGVA. 


According to Ross Pepe, the na- 
tional rep for Local 5, which covers 
New York, the decision to tackle 
the Harlem problem hinges on the 
availability of a Negro performer 
gapable of running the oganizational 
drive. 


Previous AGVA _ administrations 
have made abortive attempts to or- 
ganize the Harlem clubs. Main bone 
of contention, among the colored 
troupers are the puny salaries be- 
ing offered by spots which were 
never noted for lucrative remunera- 
tion, even in the halcyon days when 
the downtown spenders would 
climax the night with a round of the 
Harlem spots. 











The top Harlem clubs now are 
Small’s Paradise, Elks Rendezvous 
and Murrains, formerly the Club 
Mimo. The Cotton Club, the 


Ubangi, Connie’s Inn and the Plan- 
tation, favorite spots in the lush 
days, are no longer in existence. 
With the demise of these cafes wages 
nosedived and the top Negro talent 
hasn’t played the homegrounds 
since. Biggest name and the best 
paid these days is Willie Bryant, who 
draws about $150 per week at Mur- 
rains. 





Walters Preps New Revue 


For N. Y. Latin Quarter As 


Competish for Rose Nitery 





As the second most lavish floor 
show entrepreneur in New York, 
Lou Walters clicked fast with his 
Latin Quarter this spring, being 


pared only by Billy Rose’s Diamond 


Horseshow revue, which had run a 
full year. Now with the latter’s new 
edition, ‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet Horse,’ as 
stiffer opposition, Walters is ready- 
ing a new ‘Folies Americaines’ for 
Aug. 18 preem. It’s successor to 
‘Folies des Femmes,’ which Mme. 
Kamorova and Georges Kamorov, 
who have produced sundry ‘Folies 
Bergeres’ revues for Clifford C. 
Fischer in London, Paris and 
America, first produced to introduce 
Walters’ spot to Gotham. 

Slate Bros., Stanley Twins, Dr. 
Marcus, The Chadwickes, Paul Re- 
mos & Toy Boys, and Gil Galvan are 


Ling, a holdover, as is the Jane Wood 
Varsity Sextet. Wally Wanger will 
put on the dances. 








NED SPARKS TOURS 
EASTERN VAUDERS 


Ned Sparks, deadpan comic who 
as been in retirement from films 
for couple of years, is now playing 
theatre dates in the east. His health 
is reported restored after layoff in 
his native Canada. 

Henry Frankel, of Lyons & Lyons, 
booked him for dates at the Hip- 
podrome, Baltimore; Williamsport, 
Pa., and Hartford, plus last week’s 
‘Information, Please’ program for 
Lucky Strikes, 


SUNBROCK TO 
STAND TRIAL 


Larry (Tough Guy) Sunbrock and 
his equally belligerent business side- 
kick, Jack Andrews, yesterday 
(Tuesday) were bound over for a 
N. Y. Special Sessions court trial on 
the assault charges being pressed 
against them by Nat Pressberg, ticket 
promoter. Pressberg recently testi- 
fied in West 54th street magistrates 
court that Sunbrock and Andrews 
had locked him in a room in their 
headquarters in the Park Central 
hotel, N. Y., and then slugged him. 

Special Sessions trial will probably 
not be held for six or eight weeks, 
but Magistrate Auriello bound them 
over in the custody of their attorney, 
who guaranteed that he would pro- 
duce them for the Special Sessions 
trial on the charges of third degree 
assault. . 


Pressberg testified only briefly 
yesterday before the judge became 
convinced Sunbrock and Andrews 
should be remanded for trial. Thus 
it wasn’t necessary to call additional 
witnesses, one a sign painter who was 
allegedly beaten up for daring to ask 
payment of a bill owed him by the 
thrill circus outfit. 

Prosecuting for Pressberg is attor- 
ney Joseph G. Glass, 














Sunbrock’s Ocmph Poisoning 
Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 


Directors of the ‘Miss Philadel- 
phia’ contest are threatening suit 
against Larry Sunbrock and his as- 
sociates for alleged misrepresenta- 
tion as the ‘Wild West Rodeo and 
Hollywood Thrill Circus’ went into 
its second week at the Yelidw- 
jackets Stadium here, 


The threatened suit, now in the 
hands of the beauty contest at- 
torneys, grows out of a story planted 
by Sunbrock’s press agent that the 
finals of the competition would be 
held at the rodeo on Thursday (6). 

Oscar Neufeld, beauty contest di- 
rector, declared that Sunbrock and 
his associate, Dave Lodge, local ad- 
vertising man, had asked him (Neu- 
feld) to send a half dozen beauties 
to the rodeo to ballyhoo the show 
and put a little oomph into it. Neu- 
feld agreed until he saw the stories 
in Thursday’s papers, claiming that 
the finals would be held there. 

Neufeld hit the ceiling as did Jack 
Lynch, operator of the Walton Roof, 
where the finals are skedded to be 
held Aug. 20. Lynch is reported to 
have paid $1,000 for the privilege 
of holding the contest at his night 
club. 


Several of the contestants, reading 
the story in the newspapers, thought 





they were getting a runaround and 
threatened to withdraw. Neufeld | 
cancelled the beauties’ appearance | 
at the rodeo and ordered his at- 
torney to study the facts prepara- 
tory to bringing suit for alleged mis- | 
representation and ‘unfair trade 


practice. Lynch has talked about 
bringing suit for damages against 
Sunbrock. 


The show is drawing fairly well 
here, Sunbrock claiming more than 
75.000 saw it the first week. He was 
undecided whether to continue for 
a second week. In fact early Sat- 
urday, Sunbrock’s secretary called 
all newspapers cancelling advertise- 
ments, and announcing that the 
show would fold after Saturday 
night’s performance. But later that 
day, the order was rescinded with 
word that the show would carry on 
an extra sesh. 





+ 9 
Nadel’s ‘Femme-Mania 
E. K. Nadel’s ‘Femme-Mania,’ all- 

girl vaudeville revue opening in Sep- 
tember. will have four headliners, 


the new acts in the cast, with Jade | split among the stage, screen, radio 





{and sports field. 


Nadel also plans an all-femme or- | eing 
' gether for mutual discussions later. 


chestra. 


Fire Sharkey as Pa. State Labor Aide 
After He's Snared in Roadhouse Raid: 


Actors Planned Testimonial for Him 





Priorities’ Governs 


Richman’s Cafe Date 


Harry Richman’s deal to go into 
La Martinique, N.Y. nitery, depends 
on a dicker with the new Clifford 
C. Fischer ‘Priorities,’ when the cur- 
rent show shifts to Philadelphia end 
of this month. Meantime, Walter 
O’Keefe is pinch hitting during Lou 
Holtz’s three-week vacation from the 
two-a-day vauder, 

Fischer also has Bert Wheeler in 
mind for ‘Priorities, along with 
Gracie Fields and Henny Youngman. 
Willie Howard may be retained on 
Broadway to bolster the new vaud- 
show rather than hit the road with 
the edition he’s now in. Meantime, 
Howard's announced opening at La 
Martinique Aug. 13 is off. 


20 MORE HOTELS 
IN A.C. TAKEN 
BY ARMY 


Atlantic City, Aug. 11. 

Twenty more Atlantic City hotels 
were taken over by the Army Air 
Force last week. Heading list of 
beachfront hotels are the President, 
Chelsea, Brighton, Marlborough- 
Blenheim, St. Charles, Breakers and 
Seaside. Col. Robert P. Glassburn, 
comander, who announced the take- 
over, said they will be occupied im- 
mediately. 

President, 16 stories, located on 
lower boardwalk, operated the Round 
the World Room nitery. With little 
or no competition along ’walk, it was 
doing flourishing night business with 
continuous floor shows and dancing. 
Two orchestras played in grill and 
cocktail lounge of Chelsea. 

Other hotels taken over include 
Flanders, Crillon, DeVille, Kentucky, 
Holmshurst, Stevenson, Stanton 
Penn-Ryan, New Belmont, Jefferson, 
Pennhurst, Arlington and Glaslyn- 
Chatham. 


AFM BOOSTS DEMANDS 














IN N. Y. FROM 15 TO 20%, 


——— 


Previously having asked a re- 
ported 15% increase in scales, Local 
802, musicians, at a meeting held 
Friday (7) in the office of Marvin 
Schenck, Loew executive, increased 
its demands to 20% for all down- 
town stageshow houses. The mu- 
sicians, going along without a con- 
tract, have been receiving $105 
weekly. a 

Increase covers house musicians 
maintained by the Music Hall, Roxy 
and State, while for the Paramount 
and Strand, which play pitband 
policies, the contract would cover 
standbys when non-union bands are 
booked. 

Another session to discuss negotia- 
tions is scheduled for today 
(Wednesday), this one to be held 
in the office of Gus Eyssell, man- 
aging director of the Hall. 

D.C.’s Music Huddles 
Washington, Aug. 11. 

Washington’s two picture houses 
with stage shows, Capitol and Earle, 
and the National theatre huddled 
with officials of Local 161, Musicians 
Union, on a new contract. Card 
boys are asking for a straight 10% 
increase, based upon the War 
Labor Board formula in the Little 
Steel case, an increase in the cost 
of living since January, 1941. 

Zone Manager John J. Payette, of 
Warner Bros., and Carter Barron, 
o* Loew’s, conferred with Paul J. 
Schwarz, of the Musicians, and 
George Manning, union secretary. 
Picture houses asked that union re- 
move some of the ‘nuisance’ clauses 
which featured old contract. Mar- 
cus Heiman and Edmund Plohn ne- 
gotiated for the legitimate playhouse. 
Conferences were pleasant, with 
both factions taking counter-pro- 
posals and agreeing to come to- 





| 
| 


| Blum, 
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Philadelphia, Aug. 11. 

Anthony C. Sharkey, agent-ine 
charge of enforcement of the thea- 
trical booking licensing laws for the 
State Department of Labor and In- 
dustry, was fired last week after 
he was arrested in a roadhouse raid 
in which - stripper was the featured 
attraction, 


Sharkey was found ‘tending bar,’ 
according to agents of the State 
Liquor Board, who made the raid 
on the Villa Cafe, Parkland, Pa., a 
suburb of Philly. 


Sharkey declared he was merely 
‘helping out’ his friend, Anthony J. 
Cortese, proprietor of the Villa 
Cafe, which was charged with sell- 
ing liquor on Sundays, selling to in- 
toxicated persons, and allowing ‘in- 
decent’ performances. 


Sharkey’s firing came as a sur- 
prise to Philly performers who had 
been planning to give him a testi- 
monial dinner for his crack-down 
on chiseling bookers. The banquet 
had originally been planned for 
Aug. 3, but had been postponed until 
early in September because Dick 
Mayo, executive secretary of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
(sponsor of the dinner), and other 
AGVA exec were in Cincinnati for 
the general AGVA convention. 

No one has yet been named to 
succeed Sharkey here, the _ spot 
being temporarily taken by his as- 
assistant, Margaret Burke. 

After the raid, Sharkey was held 
in $300 bail by Justice of Peace Ho- 
benseck of Doylestown. Cortese 
was held in $1,200 bail. 


Jacoby Seeks New Spot 
In N. Y. for Ruban Bleu 
After Mele Pact Expires 


His five-year contract with Theo- 
dore Mele, operator of Theodore’s 
restaurant on East 56th street, N. Y., 
having expired, Herbert Jacoby will 
transplant his Le Ruban Bleu nitery 
to another Gotham location. Both 
were partnered for five years, but 
Mele has since decided to run the 
upstairs room, formerly housing the 
Bleu, on his own next season, While 
Mele incorporated Le Ruban Bleu, 
Inc., Jacoby claims ownership to the 








Jacoby, former secretary to Leon 
pre-Vichy French premier, 
first established his famed Le R. B. 
in Paris many years ago. He oper- 
ated the Paris boite in summer, 
catering to the international set, and 
then returned to New York for his 
American counterpart. 

Mele is talking to agents for a new 
talent setup. Julius Monks, who 
formerly worked for Jacoby, may 
conferencier the spot. Maxine Sulli- 
van looks likely for the first head- 
liner upon reopening next month. 

William Saroyan, incidentally, also 
wants to back Jacoby in a “Time of 
Your Life’ nite club, on the west 
side, to be run in conjunction with 
the new Ruban Bleu. ‘Time of Your 
Life,’ play written by Saroyan, will 
be recalled as having won the Pulit- 
zer Prize a couple of seasons ago. 


— 


‘HE WHO LAUGHS LAST...’ 


Joe Reardon May Laugh Best as Re- 
sult of Petrillo Incident 














Milwaukee, Aug. 11. 


Joe Reardon, who lost his job as 
m.c, at the Tic Toc Tap nitery when 
he jibed at James C. Petrillo, chief of 
the American Federation of Musi- 
cians, may still get the last laugh. 


Following publication of the story 
in ‘Variety’ last week, the Milwau- 
kee papers seized upon the yarn and 
made much of it, including the fact 
that Reardon was canned by Al 
Tusa, manager of the Tic Toc. 


Tusa some time ago lost his license 
at the Tic Toc, and the new one was 
granted by the common council to 
Armin Weinberger on the represen- 
tation that he had bought the spot 
from Tusa and that Tusa would no 
longer have any connection with it. 
An official investigation is now un- 
der way that may close the spot. 
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AGVA’s New Salary Minimums 


To Be Maue Effective on Sept. 15 


The American Guild of Variety | 
Artists will put its new salary mini- | 
mums for Class A theatres and nit- 
eries into effect Sept. 15, with prin- 
cipals after that date to receive at 
least $75 and chorus people $45. 
Present AGVA scale is $60-$40. 


In all new agreements currently 
being signed by AGVA, the new 
wage scales apply, but operators 


signing minimum basic agreements 
are getting concessions permitting 
the $60-$40 wage scales up to Sept. 
15. 

The new pay minimums will not 
affect those spots now holding term 
agreements with AGVA, notably all 
the N. Y. stage show houses and a 
humber of the topflight niteries. Any 
new theatres and niteries signed up 
will, of course, have to meet the new 
scales. 

At the request of Clifford C. 
Fischer, who asked for a change in 
contract from his present maximum 
six-month booking privilege for his 
two-a-day vaude shows, AGVA has 
submitted for approval to the inter- 
national board of the Associated Ac- 
tors & Artistes of America a run-of- 
the-play contract somewhat similar 
to Equity’s. 

Fischer, who started the two-a-day 
revival with ‘Priorities,’ currently 
at the 46th Street, N. Y., and who 
proposes at least two more two0-a- 
day shows this fall, explained to 
AGVA that it was virtually impos- 
sible to ‘hold’ performers under his 
present contracts as called for in his 
agreement with AGVA. His present 
pact calls for an initial guarantee of 
two weeks, with a subsequent two- 
week option permissable On one- 
week's notice, and subsequent one- 
week options, on three days notice, 
up to a maximum of six months. 
Such a deal, claims Fischer, gives 
the actor too much of an edge in de- 
manding sharp salary readjustments 
in case the act clicks strongly, plus 
furnishing the act too much of an 
out in the event more attractive 
stage, film or rad. offer presents it- 
self after opening in a Fischer show. 
The producer asked AGVA to give 
him as much protection as Equity 
gives a producer. As with Equity, 
of course, it would be optional with 
the producer or actor, or both, 
whether run-of-the-day or optional 
contracts would be signed; but 
Fischer is chiefly anxious to rule 





out the six-month-maximum clause. 
ee eesseeeeneenemenes ———— 








Empire Hotel, Frisco, 





San Francisco, Aug. 11. 
The 27-story Empire hotel, which 
started a vogue here for roof cock- 





Frisco Liquor Board 


Suspends 20 Licenses | 


San Francisco, Aug. 11. 

The long-brewing wholesale crack- 
down on San Francisco taverns and 
niteries developed when the state 
board of equalization, liquor enforce- 
ment body, suspended 20 licenses 
and revoked one. 

The board also served a ‘final ul- 
timatum’ on other grog establish- 
ments to observe state and military 
regulations or suffer heavy penal- 
ties 

The license suspensions range from 
five days to indefinite periods. 





STRICT CURBS 


SEEN FOR D. €. 
BURLESK 


Washington, Aug. 11. 

Gayety theatre, capital’s only bur- 
lesque house, opens for the season 
Aug. 16. Army supervision of the 
Ninth street area is expected to put 
an end to the free and easy strip 
tease shows of the past. 

Office of the Provost Marshal is 
keeping a strict watch on Washing- 
ton’s ‘Little Broadway’ and some re- 
sorts have been warned to better 
conditions or else. “Too many fights,’ 
say the Army M.P.’s, and they have 
been cooperating with the city’s 
Metropolitan police for stricter regu- 
lation. 

Certain saloons 6n lower Penn- 
cylvania Avenue have also been 
given’a warning that unless condi- 
tions improve they may find a mili- 
tary guard instructing soldiers to go 
elsewhere for entertainment. 

District Commissioner Guy Mason 
made it plain this week he regards 
burlesque shows as ‘Moronic exhibi- 
tions. He gave this opinion when 
asked to intervene and stop River- 
side Stadium’s Walkathon. Mason 
said it was a moronic exhibition but 
strictly within the law. Among other 
things he characterized as attrac- 
tions for morons were. wrestling 
matches, boxing as it is conducted 
in D.C. and the ‘strip tease’ type of 
amusement. 








tail bars with its Sky Room, has 
been sold to the U. S. government 
| for $1,860,000 to be converted into 
an office building for Treasury De- 
partment offices. 

All tenants have been ordered to 
vacate by Saturday (15), when units 
of the Treasury Department will 
begin to move in, 


SARATOGA SETS 














Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 11. 

With Gracie Fields opening her 
| first American night club engage- 
ment at Ben Riley’s Lake House, 
Saratoga, last night (10), the other 
local spots have booked strong tal- 
ent. Georgie Price starts at New- 
man’s Lake House tonight (Tues- 


day). Others set with Price in- 
clude Clarissa, Latin - American 
dancer; Patricia Ryan, Hollywood 
singer; Galente and _  Leonarde, 
dancers; Cal Gilford’s and Eddy 
Brandt's orchestras. 


Joe E. Lewis continues to head 
Monte Proser’s Copacabana Revue at 
Piping Rock. In support are Don 
Loper and Maxine Barrat, Estellita, 
Fernando Alwarez, Betty Jane 
Smith, Carol Dexter, Six Samba 
Sirens, Paul Baron’s orchestra and 
Frank Marti’s samba band, Show 
is designed, costumed and directed 
by Loper. 

The George Hale revue, with the 
John Powers Models, is at the 
Arrowhead Inn. Others in the show 
are Estelle and Le Roy, dancers; 
Victoria Schools, singer; Patricia 
King, dancer; Deon Murphy, satir- 
ist; Dick Gasparre’s orchestra and 
Dacita’s Caribbean orch. 

Balance of the show with Miss 
Fields at Riley’s Lake House is 
Sammy Walsh, comic; Chapelle & 
Hannon, ballroom terpers; the 
Robinson Twins, hoofers; Eddie 
Farley’s orch, and Peter Rotondo’s 
rhumba unit, 





Jay Eggleston, formerly of Wash- 
ington, D. C., and Miami, Fia., 
tels and clubs, has taken .over man- 
agement of the Lounge, a new snack 
bar at the Fort Des Moines hotel, 
'Des Moines. 


ho- 














named comedy star of the r 


bill. Billy’s humor is far fr 
impact is solid and 


says, “Laughs are rock'ng the Bowery this 


week where 300 pound Billy House, aptly 


pany of “Hellzapoppin” which played the 
Cass Theater late in 1941, heads the huge 
‘om subtle, it’s 
screamingly 
throughout every minute of his performance, 
His timing is excellent, his work spontane- 


Detroit 0.K.’s Our First Night Club Engagement!— 


Walter Stevenson of the Detroit Times 


“The funny 
Bowery last 
vad-show com- 
just as many 
four helpers 
funny and Bobby J 
cellent 


traction.” 


ous and his mannerisms acutely funny.” 











night-club entertainers 


pher Columbus.” 
(Signed) 





PREDICTIONS OF THINGS TO COME 
I predict that Charlie Carlisle and Harvey 
Stone, now at the Bowery, will be our ace 


future. Frank Barbaro is their “Christo- 


Hershall Hart of the Detroit News says, 


much of “Hallzapoppin,” and you will get 


hard with plenty of laughs as a result. 


response. 


silly House brought to the 


night, will remind you very 


guffawos out of it. Billy has 
with him and they all work 
He 
arvis do a skit which got ex- 
Billy House is a real at- 








in the very near 


Bitty Hovuse. 











BILLY HOUSE 


With Bobby Jarvis and Co. 


Direction: JACK DAVIES, 48 West 48th St., New York, N. Y. 


Thanks to FRANK BARBARO for 
a wonderful engagement 


Sold to U. S. for Treas. 


TOP CAFE ACTS 





Gourfain and Freedman’s 
Borscht Circuit Am Show 


Harry Gourfain, formerly stager 
of the shows at the Strand, N. Y., 
and Zac Freedman, onetime man- 
ager of the Fox, Brooklyn, later rep- 
resenting talent, are producing an 
all-amateur talent show to be known 
as ‘Green as Grass.’ It will be a 
sort of ‘Pins and Needies’ of the 
Borscht circuit country and will em- 
ploy local talent from that area. 


Among the sketches collected for 
the show, to be presented on Broad- 
way at $1 top, will be three con- 
tributed by George Jessel, who is 
to stage the revue. Show has its 
out-of-town opening at Bridgeport, 
Sept. 20. . 


CLICKO VAUDE 
TRY AT KEITH'S 
“IN INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 11. 


The operation was a success and 
the patient will survive, partners in 
the attempt to ‘revive’ vaudeville at 
Keith’s theatre here have decided. 

After a 16-week trial run which 
developed a steady clientele, Anton 
Scibilia, resident manager of the old 
variety house, has announced that 
vaudeville would be its permanent 
policy 52 weeks a year. Plans may 
call for full-time operation this fall 
if business warrants. House now is 
open four days a week, Thursday 
through Sunday. 

Keith’s has been showing vaude- 
ville with pictures at pop prices 
since Sam Roberts, Nick Boila and 
Scibilia took option on house in 
April. They have exercised option 
on 99-year lease made originally by 
Anderson and Ziegler about 40 years 
ago. A and Z introduced vaude- 
ville to the theatre, then the Grand 
Opera House, and it remained local 
mecca for bigtime variety acts 
through 1910, when Keith circuit 
took over, until 1928, when house 
began checkered ‘career of stock, 
pictures, burlesque, PA and oc- 
casional rentals between long, dark 
spells. 

Present_pwners secured lease from 
United Theatres Owners of Cincin- 
nati and installed theatre’s first air 
| conditioning system, among other 
improvements. The house, opened 
in 1875 as the Grand but largely re- 
built under Keith operation, is old- 
est theatre in Indianapolis now in 
active service. 

City had been without vaudevilk 
since Charles M. Olson gave up the 
| Lyric in September, 1941, until Rob- 
| erts, Boila and Scibilia reopencd 
| 











Keith’s in April. Circle now is spct- 

| booking band shows, but run, in- 
— Kyser, Ennis, Kaye and 
| Heidt, has had no visible effect on 
;room for both types of stage en- 
tertainment here. 


USO Refurbishing Its 
| ‘H’wood Follies’ Unit 


The ‘Hollywood Follies’ unit of 
USO-Camp Shows which was pro- 
duced on the Coast and has worked 
its way east, is being revamped with 
four acts going out this week and 
three replacements coming in at Nor- 
folk, Va., tomorrow (13). Paul Ger- 
ritts, ‘who will double as m.c., and 
the Carr Bros., comedy risely duo, 
are set. Harry Delmar, Camp Show 
producer, will also replace Evers & 
Dolores, wire team, Dave & June 
Hacker, dancers; Betty Walters, acro 
dancer, and Stone & Lee, comics. 

Couple of the old acts were just 
so-so while another did a bit that 
was in questionable taste. 





| Keith grosses, indicating plenty of | 


Atlantic City Flounders at Mid-Season, 
Usually Its Peak; Hotel Chiz by Cabbies 





Atlantic City, Aug. 11 

Mid-August, which should be al- 
most the peak of season here. finds 
practically no night life on the 
Boardwalk and most of the larger 
shops selling out or closing up en- 
tirely. ‘For Rent’ signs are all over 
the resort. 

Most of the better shops depended 
on beachfront hotel trade, and with 
the majority of the hosteleries in 
the Army now, fashionable shops 
have been forced to close. ; 

Soda fountains and salt water 
taffy places are doing a land office 
business catering to soldiers. This 
is true of smaller business houses, 
stores, taverns and avenue film 
houses, 

Piers are suffering considerably 
except weekends when both Steel 
and Hamid’s are jammed. Steel 
Pier’s highpriced talent and name 
bands have been cut deeply the last 
few weeks as compared with top 
names of other seasons. Rain this 
past weekend sloughed both piers, 
with Hamid’s, playing Glenn Miller, 
suffering least. 

Niteries Way Off 


As each hotel has been taken over 
by the Army, naturally its grills and 
drinking places have passed out of 
existence. 

Babette’s Club and Bath and Turf 
Club continue as leading niteries in 
the main part of town, though both 
have slipped badly. Babette’s has 
always been a favorite with conven- 
tionaires, but there are no conven- 
tions due because of a lack of hotel 
facilities. 

Philadelphia papers last week car- 
ried ads stating that traveling’ to 


this resort would have to be cur- 
tailed over weekends and_ that 
travelers would have fo suffer in- 


convenience, delay and lack of com- 
fort if they insisted on coming. War 
efforts and transportation of soldiers 
given as reason. 

However, that did not deter 
visitors. They came in droves over 
the past weekend. Three bus com- 
panies said it was all-time high for 
bus travel to A. C. 

Beach and Boardwalk were jam- 
med, but business generally did not 
profit by influx These midsum- 
mer crowds are the vacation crowd, 
interested in beach, boardwalk and 
a bit to eat, but quick to pass up 
the amusement offers. 

Nix Soldier Trade 


Most night spots do not encour- 
age soldier trade because of possible 


consequences. Through cooperation 
of Army and liquor dealers, plus 
Alcohol Beverage Commission, 


sell to soldiers 
intoxicated, will 


establishments who 
| until they become 
be closed up tight. 

Remaining hotelmen are com- 
plaining bitterly about recurrence of 
chiseling on large scale. This had 
been practically wiped out but with 
so many hotels in the service, taxi 
drivers tell prospective guests ‘That 
hotel you want is now in Army, but 
I can take you to so-and-so.’ And 
so he collects a fee. 

More than 15 visitors who en- 
gaged room’ at St. Charles Hotel 
were falsely told by cabbies that the 
hotel had been taken over. Then 
police were notified. The St. Charles 
has since gone to the Army. 





Cross and Dunn In 
Lake Tahoe Floor Show 


Reno, Aug. 11. 
Ronnie Kemper orch is at State 
Line Country Club at Lake Tahoe. 
This week they are supported by a 
floor show with Cross and Dunn, Eve 
Lorele, British dancer, and Horace 
Perazzi, comedian. 








Frances Fays opened as headliner 
at Mother Kelly’s Meadowbrook, 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y., last week 
(7). 


CAPPELLA’ PATRICIA 


After Being Held Over 


5 Times ROYAL PALM, Florida 
5 Times CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 


Now HELD OVER for 4 MORE WEEKS 
At the LIDO CLUB, San Francisco 



































PEG LEG BATES 


Held Over Second Week 
| STRAND, NEW YORK 


| Direction: William Morris Agency 
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Booker Plans Suit to Stop Ken Murray’ 
From Using ‘Blackouts’ Title on Vauder 


+ 





Dan Friendly, who booked the 
two-a-day vauder, ‘Blackouts of 
1942,’ currently, at the El] Capitan, 
Hollywood, and who went out as 
the show’s general manager, is back 
in New York and has ordered his 
attorney, Irving Erdheim, to file suit 
for an injunction to restrain further 
use of the show’s title. Erdheim 


last week addressed a letter to Ken 
Murray, producer and headliner of 
‘Blackouts,’ pointing out Friendly’s 
ownership of the title, but Murray 
made no answer. Friendly’s <attor- 
ney then communicated with a Coast 
lawyer to file suit. 


Friendly states that Murray ‘cut 
him out’ of the show after the book- 
er, formerly with RKO, put the en- 
tire show together himself, titled it 
and went out to the Coast and set 
the theatre deal. At that time, Mur- 
ray was partnered with Billy Gilbert, 
sereen comic, each owning one-third 
of the show, and Dave Siegel, Cleve- 
land Yawyer, who also owned one- 
third, each partner putting up $5,000. 
After the first couple of weeks, 
when the show wasn’t quite approx- 
imating an even break, Gilbert elect- 
ed to step out and Siegel bought up 
his third share as well. 


Friendly was originally pro- 
grammed as the show’s routiner, but 
just before Murray allegedly dealt 
him out the comic had himself pro- 
grammed as having entirely ‘con- 
ceived, produced and directed’ the 
layout. Siegel is now programmed 
as ‘associate producer.’ 

Murray is said to have originally 
gotten the idea of playing in a two- 
a-day vauder on the Coast merely 
as a means of getting another film 
break. He figured that $5,000 would 
be a cheap investment to gain that 
end. Now, however, ‘Blackouts’ is 
making money and Murray is said 
to have a couple of film offers be- 
sides, 

Friendly states that there are a 
couple of bids from film companies 
for the show’s title, hence the suit 
to fully protect it. 





Adams, New’k, Set For 
Sept. Vaude Reopening 


Newark, Aug. 11. 
The Adams theatre, shuttered since 
June, reopens Sept. 4, continuing 
film-vaude policy of last year. 
House opens with Judy Canova and 


| 





Teddy Powell’s band, and follows 
with Lucky Millinder’s orchestra. 
Vaughn Monroe is set for titird | 
week, 


' er’s French Casino three years ago. 





‘Lunch Follies’, Shows 
For War Workers, May 
Adopt Plan for Touring 


Plans are progressing for* ‘Lunch 
Hour Follies,’ variety performances 
for workers at war plants which 
were excellently received at experi- 
mental showings, but considerable 
preparation will be necessary before 
the movement becomes active. Origi- 
nally it was proposed that the AFL 
and CIO be propositioned to finance 
the project, but that was quickly 
found impractical, with the Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing taking over the 
backing until the ‘Follies’ becomes 
self-sustaining, 

Plan now is to work out a tour, 
plant managements to pay for the 
shows, the amount asked being 
nominal. Cost would approximate 
$200 for the first show and $100 for 
each additional performance, if the 
plant decided on entertaining the 
employees during the rest periods of 
several shifts. It is likely that a 
higher fee will be required if the 
performers are to get more than the 
Equity minimum’ of $50. In Eng- 
land, where the idea of shows for 
war workers originated, players re- 
ceive approximately $60. 

If the shows are given within 
N. Y., the agents and managers union 
is said to be willing to have mem- 
bers serve as volunteers without pay, 
as they do at the Stage Door Can- 
teen. Should tours be arranged, 
however, a company manager will be 
required and the pay will probably 
be the same as for USO shows in 
the army camps. As a rule agents 
and managers are paid $85, but some 





get $100. For the war plants and 
agent is not thought to be neces- 
sary. If scenery is carried stage- 


hands will be used, but so far only 
a bare platform has been considered. 

Rehearsal quarters have been 
fixed up in the Lyceum,N. Y., on the 
floor above offices on the 45th street 
side of the building. 


Earl Carroll’s Chi Spot 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 








Earl Carroll completed negotia- 
tions today (Tues.) to take over 
Terrace Gardens in the Morrison | 


here for a theatre-restaurant 
similar to his Hollywood establish- 
ment. Gardens will be redone in 
Carroll style for formal opening in 


hotel 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 11. 

Clayton S. Cornell, who recently 
took over management of the local 
Pontiac theatre, formerly managed 
houses upstate for Schine Bros. 

Frank P. Marino, ex-manager of 
the Bijou theatre, Buffalo, vacash- 
ing and getting a general check-up 
via local medico. 

Thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Holmes, of the Bronx, N. Y., for 
gifts and greetings to the colony. 

Jimmy Marshall, who was sur- 
prised by a two-week visit of his 
daughter, is back on the regular 
ozoning routine at his Gabriel, N. Y., 
cottage and doing well. 

Frank Conroy, of Palmer, Mass., 
is a newcomer here. Formerly a 
sax player with Hal Grove’s orch, 
Springfield, Mass. Only needs a lit- 
tle rest. 

A new arrival at the Will Rogers, 
Ronny Ryan shot in ‘rom the Earle 
theatre, Washington, where she was 
a line girl. 

Peggy McCarthy, doing a mighty 
nifty job with the ozoning routine, 
was bedsided by her dad, James 
(IATSE) McCarthy and her ma. 

John Eaton, recently sent back to 
bed, handed a surprise visit from 
his father and mother, in from 
Scranton, Pa. 

Virginia Brown, former Ear] Car- 
roli dancing: girl, passed another 
natal day and was handed good re- 
ports from her medico as a birth- 
day present. 

Dick Sontag, who packs a wallop 
of a comeback routine, was visited 
by his brother from Staten Island. 

Ben Nadler in from Cleveland to 
visit his frau, who is perting up 
nicely. ‘ 

C. S. Cornell, formerly a Schine 
circuit manager from Rochester and 
Tupper Lake, N. Y., is the new front 
man here at the local Pontiac theatre, 
replacing A. B. ‘Tony’ Anderson, who 
now manages the Tupper Lake 
Schine showshop. 

Dr. George E. Wilson .took time out 
before his trip to Broadway to hand 
aut good-report and go-home O.K’s 
to Jerry (Loéw’s) Sager, Victor Rock- 
iter, Edna Ball, Peggy McCarthy, Mu- 
riel Eddy (Eddy Sisters) and Conlin 
Tracy. 

Dave McFadden, of the old-time 
vaudeville team, The McFaddens, 
holding up nicely at his summer 
camp on Lake Kushaqua. 

Murray Friedman and Jules Zwill- 
ing, who both made the grade here, 
vacashing and both receiving O.K’s 
on their recent checkup. 

Agnes Orr, who took 10 days off 


from the san to mitt her folks in 
‘Brooklyn, is back ozoning at the 
Rogers, 

Jack Hughson, newcomer at the 


Rogers, is making a nice comeback. 
Lou Betz, who left the colony for 

his home in Philadelphia, shoots in 

the good news that he is oke for 





September. Deal is both on rental 
and percentage. 
Last terran was Ciffera C. Fisch 
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CURRENTLY STATE, NEW YORK 
(Week Aug. 6) 
Opening Aug. 28, GLENN’S RENDEZVOUS, 
NEWPORT, KY., FOR TWO WEEKS 


Personal Management 


MILES INGALLS; Joe Flaum Associate 
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work. Did the trick here in less than 


la year. 
Yours 
' 
| 


truly mastered w.wo- recetit 
operations. Thanks for all the tele- 
grams for good wishes 

Write to those who are well. 








ANN CORIO-PATSY KELLY 
HEAD FALL VAUDE-UNIT 


Ann Corio, from _ burlesk, 
Patsy Kelly, from films, will co- 
headline a vaude unit this fall. 
Charles Yates, now heading the 


| Frederick Bros. stage talent depart- 
| ment, is producing. 
| Yates 


has agented another stage 
topped by Frank Fay, into 
Loew’s State, N. Y., the week of Sept 
17. Plus Fay, unit Una 
| Merkel, Ann Nagel Kean, 
Clarence Gaskill Parks 


unit, 


Inciudes 
Betty 


and Eddie 


and | 


| Irving Yates produced the Fay unit. | 


| 3 Chi Spots Stay Shut 


| After being permitted to reopen 
llast Tuesday by Judge Oscar F. Nel- 


|son in Superior Court, the Brass Rail, | 
| Hollywood Lounge and Capitol Cock- | 
tail Bar were again closed when the | 


|jurist dissolved his first injunction. 


Ruling followed petition of Corpo- | 


|ration Counsel Barnet Hodes, who 
'pointed out that the Illinois statutes 
forbid anyone holding stock in a 


saloon that has been closed to hold | 


'a license for another place. Milton 
L. Schwartz and Al Greenfield, own- 
ers of the three spots, are owners of 


| Sam Maceo to Trial 


Sam Maceo, Galveston, Tex. nitery 


| operator who had been indicted on | 
la narcotics conspiracy charge, was 
|remanded for trial on Sept. 16 by 
order of Federal Judge Eugene Rice 


lin a decision delivered last week 


South Books Much Negro Talent 
Despite Jim Crow Law Agitation 





Hotel Savoy-Plaza, N. Y., 


Defers to War Workers, | 


Schedules Earlier Shows 


War work necessitating 





earlier 


switching into a dinner policy with 
entertainment. Heretofore, 
were 12:30 and 1:15 a.m. 
when Hildegarde, Dwight Fiske, et 
al, held forth, but no dinner enter- 
tainment. Shows will be at 
nine and midnight, paralleling the 
nearby Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, 
where Hildegarde, long established 
at the S-P, opens Sept. 27. 

Don Burger, g.m. of the S-P, thus 
is anticipating his closest competi- 
tion, and when Renee DeMarco de- 
buts there tomorrow night (13) she 
will work dinner and supper. Jodie, 
Normie & Randy, stingers and danc- 
ers, will be with her, vocalizing in 
trio on their own and dancing with 
her later. Roy Ross’ band continues. 


CHI NOVELTY: BURLEY 
SPOT DROPS STRIPPERS 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 
Long the home of class burlesque, 
the Rialto theatre is eliminating 
strippers. Semi-nudes and tableau 
will be featured, but disrobing acts 
are out. 


House policy is being broadened 
to admit inclusion of picture, legit 
and cafe names’ and trend will be 
toward a regular vaude show with 
accent on girls. 


now 








shows as | 
88 | month. 





| 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 11. 
Despite recent agitation over Jim 
Crow law, growing out of heated 
state political campaign, consider- 
able Negro talent continues to be 
shu. led into the South. 


On Aug. 27 ‘Wings Over Jordan’ 
singers, CBS broadcasting, will give 


‘ ja public concert in Duncan Park. 
hours for patrons figures in the Hotel | However, whites and Negroes will 


Savoy-Plaza’s Cafe Lounge, N. Y.,|be seated separately. 


‘Keep Shufflin’,’ Noble Sissle’s all- 


there | Colored musical revue, is booked for 


a two-nighter at Camp Croft this 
Sepia unit is on USO-Camp 


| Shows circuit. 


Occasionally, a Negro unit is 
booked at a local theatre, but always 


|whites occupy main auditorium and 





Negroes are kept segregated in gal- 
lery. Annual six-days county fair 
here has had Negro midway units 
for years without segregation of 
audiences. 

Two recent events have fanned 
racial heat hereabouts—the alleged 
beating-up of Roland Hayes, Negro 
concert singer, by police in a 
Georgia town, followed by the arrest 
of a Negro soldier who requested and 
was refused service in a local white 
restaurant last week. Military police 
turned the case over to civil au- 
thorities and the soldier received a 
30-day chaingang sentence. Column- 
ist Jack Button, writing in afternoon 
Spartanburg daily, took issue with 
the manner in which the case was 
handled. 

Negroes must take rear seats in 
local and throughbuses in all Dixie 
states, must occupy separate sections 
on trains, and are not permitted to 
sit with whites in restaurants, ball 
parks or other public places. They 
also are barred from hotels. Negro 
musicians touring this area find few 
hotels for colored people, therefore 
must ‘board out’ with Negro resi- 
dents of cities in which they have 


‘engagements. 
































NOTICE!! 


It took thought, time, energy and hard work 


to create my new bit “Imitating My Audience” 


IMITATORS... 
COPYISTS .... 
TAKE NOTICE?! 


This bit is fully Protected. . . 


A word to the wise is sufficient... 


LAY OFF If 
* 


STEVE EVANS 


CURRENTLY STATE, NEW YORK | 
(Week August 6th) 





Opening THURSDAY, AUG. 13, for USO 
(Indefinitely) 




















Management: PHIL OFFIN 
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New Acts 


SKINNAY ENNIS ORCH (15) 
With Carmene 
Paramount Theatre, N. Y. 

This is Ennis’ first trip into New 
York with his band. He has gained 
national recognition as comedian- 
leader on Bob Hope’s Pepsodent 
radio program and the theme of 


those broadcasts, Ennis’ feigned 
anemia, is a running tueme through 
his stage presentation. It’s the 
foundation for a host of gags that 
stud the show, some duds and others 
responsible for much merriment. 
Band is composed of four sax, 
three trumpets, two trombones, five 
rhythm (two pianos), and it’s a fair 
combination. Judging for this ap- 
earance the outfit is not a dance 
and, but a radio and show outfit. 
The arrangements used here, In- 
cluding those of pop melodies like 
‘Jingle, Jangle,’ are almost all over- 
written and none is played in a way 
to elicit special enthusiasm. From a 
musical standpoint the rhythm Is its 
best section; saxes are fair and brass 
muddy and occasionally ragged. 
Ennis, himself, however, ‘is the 


focal point of the band. He does a/| 
one that the iM 


nice job up front, } 
customers this show found to their 
liking. He sings ‘Who Wouldn't Love 
You’ and a comical version of 
‘Breathless.’ 

Carmene, tall blonde looker, also 
contributes a nice job on vocals of 
‘Apple Tree’ and ‘I Met Her on 
Monday,’ a new pop with lots of 
possibilities judging from the re- 
action to it here, which was aided 
immeasurably by the singers de- 
livery. She took several encores with 
additional verses of it. Wood. 


WILLIE SHORE 
Comedy, Dancing 
10 Mins. 

Paramount, N. Y. 

Making his first appearance in the 
east, Willie Shore is dazicing come- 
dian with materia! and ability for 
the best time existing. When causzht 


here opening night he scored big and | 


had difficulty getting away. Hereto- 
fore, his main bailiwick has been 
the Chicago niteries. 

Shore opens with some gags that 
sell and goes into a novelty sequence 
dealing with the importance of hands, 
a portion of which is worked with 
the Skinnay Ennis band, current here 
with him. 

Tops with a softshoe dance that 


lands strongly and then does a nov- | 
elty bit in which he impersonates a | 


waiter, customer, proprietor and 
bouncer in an eatery, using a small 
table and chair as props. Impersona- 
tions of a pinball machine fanatic, 
various film stars, birds, etc., aJl as 
bits and for laughs, follow. i 
closing, Shore goes into additional 
dance routines, with the blowoff be- 
ing Pat Rooney’s waltz clog. in 
which he does those bells as well as 
Pat ever did them. 

Shore is definite comer. 


MANOR and MIGNON 


Char. 





Dancing 
3 Mins. 
Glass Hat, N. Y. 
Smooth, lively, neatly-costumed 


team of ballroom dancers gives every 
indication of making the grade in 
— medium and higher-scaled niter- 
es. 

Manor, brother of Mario (and Flo- 
ria), is slight of built and unusually 
graceful. His interlocking arm rou- 
tine, wherein he twirls the girl 
through the air, is handled with ease 
and precision. Mignon, in pale blue 


“~; 


For his | 


chiffon gown, is a petite danseuse 
{who matches her partner’s ability. 
Couple comes through with a nifty 
version of the polka, which appears 
to have returned to vogue, and then 
swings into a clever imitation of 
George M. Cohan routines backed by 
surefire Cohan tunes such as ‘Good- 
'bve, Broadway,’ ‘Harrigan’ and ‘Over 
| There.’ 
jand winds up to big returns. 
(Manor, incidentally, is scheduled 
'to go into the Army within the next 
three weeks.) Mori. 


\JANE DEERING 
| Ballerina 
8 Mins. 
Rzinbow Room, N. Y. 

Jane Deering (nee ‘Juanita’ Deer- 
j ing when with Jose Fernandez at 
this. spot last fall) is doing a straight 
| ballet terps, being more fetching and 
‘commercial as a soloist. Basically a 
jvery personable young femme, her 
lopener is the ‘Vienna Life’ waltz. 
{Making an effective entrance down 
ithose stairs, back of the bandstand, 
|she gives the show a fast and expert 
|sendoff. 
An ante-bellum number later, after 
ilskaya does her vocal solo, is 
equally effective. Both are class for 
mass appeal, and Miss Deering should 
iclick in the not so recherche boites 
with the same effect as she does in 
the snooty Rockefeller saloon. 

Abel. 


|3 MAKE-BELIEVES 
Mimics 

15 Mins, 

Helsing’s Leunge, Chi. 

The Three Make-Believes are gift- 
ed youngsters who pantomime and 
make lip movements in: accompani- 
ment to recorded songs by the stars. 
They’re students of Lake Forest Col- 
lege, and have been local clicks since 
the close of their school session in 
‘June. However, the turn is a close 
jcopy, along with other such acts, of 
the one made notable in recent years 
by Roy Davis. 
| The Make-Believes (Marv Himmel, 
Johnny Russell and Phil Erickson) 
stand before the mike and, with the 
most amusing extravagant gestures 
and gesticulations, emote the songs 
jof their more famous mfhusical con- 
temporaries. They are particularly 
strong on novelty numbers, with odd 
isound effects which they interpret 
|hilariously. 

Okay for vaude and niteries, 








Loop. 
| his 
|\VERA SANOFF 
| Songs 
8 Mins. 
|Rainbow Grill, N. Y. 
| Vera Sanoff, like Betya Milskaya 
fat the across-the-65th-floor RCA 
Bldg., is one of those Paris-and- 


Vienna diseuses, out of Russia, who 
were somebodies in the European 
\capitals and who may some day re- 
|peat in America with sufficient es- 
similation of Yank showmanship. So 
far it hasn’t happened. As is, Miss 
Sanoff made a far better impression 
when Herbert Jaccby first introduced 
her at his Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y., 
nitery with a ‘continental’ atmos- 
phere, which because of its interna- 
tional flair permitted her Russian, 
French and Viennese songs to get 
over with greater ease. 

Today Miss Sanoff (1) is no longer 
the torchy, arrestingly somnolent 
Russe, but a blonde, and (2) her stuff 
is 100% in English. The change is a 
question. As an entr’acte in a thor- 
oughly American skytop nitery like 
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Otherwise, 
| 


the Rainbow Grill, where they come 
chiefly to dance to Russ Smith's 
music, the all-English lyrics are a 
good idea, but somehow she has lost 
isomething in the metamorphosis. 

‘ Considering our pro-Russe 
itude, maybe a little of that, as a 
‘change of pace, would put her more 
‘at ease. As is, she’s neither vodka- 
and-caviar nor cornbeef-and-cab- 
bage. 

Russ Smith's band is 
better than ever, and that goes also 


atti- | 




















gaged in writing his memoirs, en- 
titled, ‘Back To Nature’ (in a Morris 
Chair), or Why I Decided Not to Be 
la Chicken Farmer.’ Mark Hellinger 
is another, with modifications. He 
jlives on the Side of a Hollywood hill 


for the Ashburns with their fin’shed |jn a setting he describes as ‘half 


It’s a smart, timely climaxer |, 


j 





| 
! 


hallroomology and their 9:30-10:30 
champagne hour,’ where the custom- 
ers dance-participate for a bottle of 
wine, etc. Abel. 


BETYA MILSKAYA 
Diseuse 
8 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Miss Milskaya is one of those Con- 
tinental diseuses who is apparently 
aware that the kidding accorded the 
torchy Franco-Russian chanteuses by 
recent funsters compels her to lighten 
and brighten her stuff. The decision 
was a wise one. Result is a better 
impression than her debut at the 
Rainbow Room some menths ago. 
Still, the refurbishing has resulted 
only in a passive interlude. She’s 
never socko 

Somewhat Irene Bordoniesque, her 
routine comprises ‘She Wouldn't Say 


\No’ (old musicomedy excerpt), ‘Bub- 


litchki’ and a finaleing ‘sneeze’ num- 
ber, easily the best and a strong 
sendoff. 


the RR she gets by. Abel. 


RAY ENGLISH 
Dancing Comedian 
10 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

Ray English takes falls like Niag- 
ara. He does ’em flat and pratt like 
a carpet. And that hard Rainbow 
Room dance floor isn’t exactly a bed 
of roses. In between he manifests a 
Raftish, raffish personality that be- 
speaks of much promise for the ener- 
getic young man who, if still a bit 
crude, is none the less commercial 
and likely for the heights. 

He has some novel ideas of inter- 
preting boogie-woogie (‘two-way cor- 
set stretch’) and the like, and iust to 
make sure the customers will re- 
member him he does those amazing 
comedy falls. The manner in which 
he survives bespeaks of hardy train- 
ing, such as comes to an alumnus of 
vaudeville and nitery engagements. 
Given an extra cushion, via some 
choicer comedy material, plus a liitle 


editing and routining, he’s a cinch 
for a production. He clicked here. 
Abel. 











Army Relief Show 


Continued from page 4 














have something definite to do. 
There'll be no ‘I’m-so-glad-to-be- 
here.’ and take a bow _ stuff. 


Show’s to be built around nine skits, 
but peppered with plenty of big 
name-power, 

One of the schemes to raise big 
coin out of the performance is the 
sale of ‘Honor Roll Boxes’ at $1,000 
each. Emphasis in seeking the 
heavy moolah will be on the fact 
that with 10,000,000 boys eventuaily 
in service the drain on the Army 
Emergency Relief will 
dous. Army always suffers more 
casualties in proportion to total men 
than any other branch of service 

Inasmuch as the Garden show will 
come on the final day of the picture 
business’ own September 


in will be made with the bond cam- 
paign. At 11:45 p.m., 15 minutes be- 
fore the month’s drive is completed, 
an announcement will be made at 
the Garden of the total quantity of 
bonds sold. Those present will be 
asked to push up the amount, with 
enough money people in the au- 
dience probably subscribing to push 
the sales generously past the goal. 

Financial setup of the Army Relief 
show has Joseph Pulvermacher, prez 
Sterling National Bank, as treasurer: 
and executive finance committee 
comprising George Atwell, Michael 
Schimmel and Arthur J. Rieser. The 
exec director is Bernard Relin, pub- 
lic relations man with New York de- 
partment stores. 





Billy Bishop orchestra, with Alice 
Mann, opened at the Olympic Hotel, 
Seattle, Saturday, (8). 


In a polite atmosphere like | 


be tremen- | 


drive to | 
sell $1,000,000,000 in War Bonds, tie- | 


city, half rattlesnake.’ 


Max Gordon and Edgar Selwyn 
|are incorrigible ‘hotelers.’ Buddy de 
Sylva, at Holmby Hills, is a taxi 
|jump from Hollywood and Vine. So 
are Herman Shumlin and Preston 
iSturges, with Beverly Hills ad- 
jdresses. Arthur Caesar is half-city, 
/half-sunburn. He's at Laguna Beach, 
|communing with the song of the 
surf. 


But these are the few exceptions, 
while those who come under the 
jhead of case-examples are most nu- 
merous, with their number recently 
|inereased in Spite of rubber priori- 
ties and the distance from town. 
iTommy Rockwell, the band man, 
some time ago, purchased a ranch 
jat Monrovia and is so enamored of 
ithe joint that he’s practically com- 
| muting between Monrovia and New 
| York. 


| 


Miller’s ‘Tuxedo Junction’ 
Glenn Miller is hard by at Duarte 
‘where, for $45,000 or thereabouts, 
jhe has set himself up on a ranch 
he calls ‘Tuxedo Junction,’ after the 
song from which his royalties were 
so heavy. ‘Horace Heidt and Al 
Donahue also are out in the Valley, 
dabbling in citrus, celery and irri- 
igation ditches, and they say Harry 
James is shopping around for some 
place of the sort where a man can 
get away from it ail and commune 


with his soul among the gopher 
holes. 
Another who has _ prospectively 


joined the commercial water-raters, 
meaning people who get a special 
water price because they have over 
| an acre of ground and dispose of 
their produce commercially, is au- 
thor Erskine Caldwell, who went 
for a day’s visit in Tucson and came 
| back with an estate. He and Mrs. 
‘Caldwell bought the place  prac- 
| tically by flashlight in the dark; and 
|their house is one that neither has 
| yet seen. It’s being moved from an- 
| other spot, three miles away, the 
| Erskine Caldwells apparently hav- 
|ing bought it by blue-print. 

| Old Settlers 

| But to the Old Settlers of the dis- 
| trict, who’ve been off the asphalt and 
| into dungarees for high onto a year 
and more, these are the antics of 
| Sophomoric outlanders, not so- 
| phisticated in the ways of the soil. 
Certainly Billy Grady, the old vaude- 
| ville booking agent now talent head 
|at Metro, wouldn’t approve of such 
| carryings-on. Grady goes in for the 
{ranch and farm stuff most seriously 
|—and successfully. He has 140 culti- 
calls acres up at Chino, which he 








calls the Square Deal Farm and 
which is said to bring him in a com- 
|fortable income. Jim Conlin and 
| Myrtle Glass, vaudevillers, are over 
| at Encino raising so much walnuts 
that they operate on contract with 
| the Packing Association. Frank Orth 
| (of Orth and Ann Codee) is truck 
farming in the same neighborhood. 

Roger Imhof (of Imhof, Conn & 
Co.), is raising citrus and alfalfa at 
nearby Chatsworth. Dave Thursby, 
the Scotch ‘single,’ is a grape and 
strawberry fancier at Encino and, 
at the same time, is not above using 
his friends’ farms for experimenta- 
tion. The real theatre-authority on 
agriculture, however, seems to be 
Jack «Norton. The former vaude 
partner of James J. Corbett has a 





big farm at Van Nuys, where he 
| lives with his wife, Lucille Haley 
| (of the Haley Sisters). 


Dugan’s Broad Acres 

Tommy Dugan (of Dugan & Ray- 
mond), is at Encino, surrounded by 
|fruit trees and vegetable patches. 
Arthur Treacher is back from 
Broadway and ‘Panama Hattie’ and 
has bought a new place at Encino. 
Penny Singleton and husband Bob 
Sparks raise chickens and have a 





| Ex-Broadwayites 


Continued from page 2, = 














retail egg business in the film ccl- 
ony. Alice Donohue, widow of 
Jack, has land under cultivation 
outside Brentwood. So has Frank 
Fay, with Eddie Parks doing a good 
deal of the cultivating. Irving Bris- 
kin is a chicken fancier at Reseda, 
where he raises a specialized breed. 
Little Billy, of the Cohan shows, is 
carrying on alone since the death 
of his business partner in farming, 
George Wats (of Wats & Hawley). 
As for Charley Grapewin, he plays 
in a picture now only when he feels 
the urge, which is not often. As 
a matter of fact, he’s far too (a) 
interested in and (b) busy about a 
big place he has with his wife, e 
former Anna Chance, musical com- 
edy headliner of another genera- 
tion. It’s a livestock raising busi- 
ness at Corcna, which is neither a 
cigar nor a subway stop. It’s a place 
out beyond Pomona college. . 











Phoney ‘Steinbeck’ 


Continued from page 2 





asked to see some of his manuscripts. 
He thought so much of one of them, 
‘The Red-Winged Blackbird,’ that he 
immediately bought 10% interest in 
it for $400. Also a check, needless 
to say. 
‘Lost’ His Wallet 

At the same time, ‘Steinbeck’ men- 
tioned that he had either lost his 
wallet or left it at the hotel, and 
Cochran came across with $25 in 
cash ‘just to tide him over.’ Curi- 
ously enough, that was all the coin 
Dankert took out of town, though 
there was a small unpaid balance on 
his bill at the Fort Pitt Hotel, being 
content to wine and dire with the 


local literati and bask in the re- 
flected glory of ‘his’ many books 
and plays. He passed out auto- 


graphs at random but would consent 
to no interviews, because ‘then the 
book-stores would know I was in 
town and they’d hound me to death.’ 

What finally proved to’ be ‘Stein- 
beck’s’ undoing was his magnanimity. 
He told Miss Ball he’d like to do 
something for her cast on the clos- 
ing night of the run and wanted all 
of the players, and other of his new- 
found acquaintances, to be his guests 


at a late supper at the Fort Pitt. 
They all showed up but Dankert. 
Hungry and_ disappointed, they 


waited until 2 a.m. but still no host. 
The hotel refused to serve any food 
until it was paid for, so the guests 
straggled out around 2:30. 

They Come A-Bouncin’ 


The next day, Miss Ball’s $2,500 
check came back, along with a note 
stating that there was no such bank 
anywhere in the state of California 
Following that came Cochran's 
check, too. Somebody had mention- 
ed to Dankert a few days before 
that he didn’t look like his picture, 
and he also had an answer for that 
one. ‘I’m a homely fellow, no gla- 
mour at all, so my press-agent and 
my publishers picked out another 
fellow, a movie actor’s brother. and 
he permitted them to use his photo- 
graph with my name.’ 

After vamoosing from town the 
morning of his party, Dankert was 
picked up the next day (7) in nearby 
Ligonier, hitch-hiking to Harrisburg. 
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“JOAN OF OZARK” 


Thanks to ARTHUR SILBER, Hollywood 


Latest 


“THEY'RE DIFFERENT’ — J4RI7ETY l9 
Most DYNAMIC Comedy Act in Show Business 


PEPPY > PEANUTS 


Currently in Republic’s Latest 


“HI NEIGHBOR” 


Thanks to JACK POMEROY, Hollywood 
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PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Skinnay Ennis Orch with Carmene, 
Ink Spots (4), Willie Shore, Knight 
Sisters (2); ‘Heliday Inn’ (Par), re- 
viewed in ‘Variety,’ June 17, °42. 








The Skinnay Ennis band (New 
Acts), long on the Bob Hope radio 
program and returning to it this 
fall, is playing its first date in New 
York; through this engagement it 
should add substantially to its fol- 
lowing. Outfit is in here with a box- 
office picture in ‘Holiday Inn’ (Par), 
while an added asset in drawing 
customers are the Ink Spots, also 
with a good air following. 

Band’s vocalist, Carmene, is a click 
feature of the outfit, being a looker 
and having a sock voice for pops. 

Ink Spots close, as they did on the 
last occasion they appeared here a 
few months ago, and, as then, are 
socko. Colored foursome is doing 
feyr numbers, all good but with 
‘Don’t Tell a Lie About Me’ having a 
slight edge as the outstander. 

Willie Shore (New Acts), from 
Chicago, is making his first profes- 
sional appearance in town. A danc- 
ing comedian with excellent ma- 
terial, he will attract plenty of no- 
tice. Here, when nabbed, he went 
over in a very big way and had 
trouble begging off. : 

On early are the Knight Sisters 
(2) with their slick acrobatic danc- 
ing. Scored strongly Wednesday eve- 
ning. Team has played the house 
before. 

Business unusually heavy for the 
late Wednesday night show, with 
standees on all floors at 10:35, when 
the stageshow went on. Char. 


MUSIC HALL, A. C. 


(STEEL PIER) 





Atlantic City, Aug. 9. 


Buster West & Lucille Page, Jack 
Goodhart, Cabot & Dresden, Walter 
Long, Charlie Kemper, Eddie Kap- 
lan, George Haggerty, Dick Dana, 
Ben Yost Singers (9), Music Hall 
Orch (11); ‘They Raid by Night’ 





Emphasis placed on dancing in this 
lively show headed by Buster West 
and Lucille Page. They romp 
through fast moving act of singing, 
dancing, clowning and comedy skits 
taken mostly from their recent film, 
‘The Fleet’s In.’ Miss Page, in form- 
fitting cerise gown, does some 
sprightly torso twisting and gets big 
hand with her cartwheels in -slow 
motion, 

West, in gob uniform, executes 
some clever dance steps interspersed 
with zany antics, getting continuous 
laughs. Duo in hillbilly singing and 
dancing number get loud applause. 

Cabot and Dresden have much ap- 
peal in well dressed dance turn. 
Their ballroom and 18th century 
waltz, with period music accompani- 
ment is artistic and went over big 
at this catching. Walter Long, also 
fast and rhythmic tapster, adds to 
dancing bill, 

Dick Dana emcees entire show and 
plays in comedy skits with Charlie 
Kemper, Eddie Kaplan, and George 
Haggerty, black-faced members of 
Modern Minstrels act. Ben Yost 
Singers appear at opening and clos- 
ing of show in medley of popular 


songs and some radio impersona- 
tions, 
Teddy Powell’s orch and Alex 


Bartha band in Marine Ballroom; 
two films, outdoor circus, and ex- 
hibits: also on Steel Pier for 85c 
admission. ; 
Not quite full house when caught 
Sunday on rainy weekend. Cart. 





TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Aug. 8. 
Dick Millard, Danny & Lee Ching, 
Gloria Neiss, Hap Hazard & Mary 
Hart, Hattie Noel, Herb Six House 
Orch with Don Richmond; ‘Little 
Tokyo, U.S.A, (20th) and ‘Hello An- 
napolis’ (Col). 





House is back again to its recently 
successful policy of double billing 
films with vaude, as is the case when- 
ever a stage bill or film of sufficient 
Strength in its own right is not avail- 
able for single feature and stage 
combo. Thus, quantity is the attrac- 
tion this week, which seems to be 
sufficient unto the boxoffice, and lit- 
tle else can come in for anything but 
mention. 


Probably the exception on the 
week’s bill is Hap Hazard, the comic- 
juggler-balancer. While the comic 
and his femme assistant, Masy Hart, 
are no world beaters, as an act they 
are more than standard, albeit Haz- 
ard runs the gamut from chatter to 
Juggling to acrobatics, then back to 
chatter, to. achieve his applause. 
Stunt of balancing on chair legs 
atop a free swinging trapeze bar, 
Juggling there and generally cavort- 
ing on his. special apparatus proves 


i‘Babalu’ and 





thrilling. Dick Millard, tap special- 
ist, fills opening spot, and then takes 
over as m.c., from there on out filling 
the niche with mediocrity. 

Herb Six house band takes over 
the opening of the show for a special 
working of ‘Jingle, Jangle,’ calling on 
rombonist Don Richmond to vocal. 


Citi, - 
idway in the show Danny and Lee | 


| was attributed to Valdez, whose rep 


| via recordings, radio dates and past | 


Ching give a round of American 
swing Chinese style, with Danny fid- 
dling to his sister’s torching. After 
several weeks of the absence of ama- 
teurs, Gloria Neiss, in a baton-tap 
routine, is back as the winner of a 
recent Monday night discovery show. 
Hazard then has his turn, and Hattie 
Noel, hefty colored mammy with 
husky voice, succeeds him with her 
warbling of pop songs and a musical 
recitation of limited appeal, ending 
the 40-minute stage bill. Quin. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 





Chicago, Aug. 7. 
Blue Barron Orch (14), Dean Mur- 
phy, Nan Rae & Mrs. Waterfall, Troy 
& Lynn, Jimmy Brown, Charlie 
Fisher, Billy Cover, ‘Tiny’ Wolf; ‘At- 
lantic Convoy’ (Col). 





Blue Barrons musicians have style. 
Unique lighting effects help make the 
aggregation a standout. Playing on 
a black-out stage, with as many as 
six vari-colored spotlights encircling 
the individual soloists, creates a 
mood that has sock audience appeal 
and won applause from patrons. 

Barron himself has a_ pleasant 


stage presence, and while he is minus 


any personal ability as a performer, 
he still manages to ingratiate himself 
with his listeners. The maestro 
keeps his show moving at a fast pace 
and is generous in allowing encores 
to those who rated it. 

Troy and Lynn are tall, attractive 
eccentric dancers who deliver sev- 
eral precision routines comprised of 
odd comedy steps, slides and turns. 
Their bag of tricks is small and 
when they’ve been on a couple of 
minutes, one has really seen all they 
have. : 

Fine high tenor is Billy Cover, 
pianist of the band, who does stand- 
ard numbers like ‘Donkey Serenade,’ 
‘Wild Irish Rose’ and ‘Irish Eyes Are 
Smiling.’ 

Band gives out with a medley of 
top tunes from the Hit Parade, vary- 
ing its style from sweet and melodi- 
ous to loud and hot. Jimmy Brown, 
baritone, comes in for choruses of 
‘He Wears a Pair of Silver Wings’ 
and ‘Jingle, Jangle’ to nice effect. 

Real performers are Nan Rae and 
Mrs. Waterfall, who score a solid 
smash with their very funny act. 
Ostensibly pulled out of the audi- 
ence, Mrs. Waterfall (Maude Davis), 
with her outlandish clothes, silly- 
looking pan and cracked voice, scores 
heavily in an ‘inquiring reporter’ 
turn. Outstanding are her double- 
talk songs and comedy dances. Nan 
Rae plays straight in routine but ac- 
ceptable fashion. 

‘Tiny’ Wolf, a giant, does a couple 
of comedy numbers and dances like 
an unwieldy pachyderm to audience 
applause. Clyde Burke, abetted by 
the Three Blue Notes, kicks ‘Sleepy 
Lagoon’ around in sotto-voice, im- 
pressionistic style, following with ‘I 
Left My Heart at the Stage Door 
Canteen.’ Good. 

Tops in the show is Dean Murphy, 
who wowed the audience with im- 
pressions of the cinema and political 
great. Impressions of Charlie Mc- 
Carthy, Jimmy Stewart, Lionel Bar- 
rymore, President Roosevelt and 
Mrs. Roosevelt are startlingly real. 

Biz exceptionally fine. Loop. 





Teatro Hispano, N. Y. 


Miguelito Valdez, Boby Capo, 
Lazara & Castellanos, Machito & his 





Afro-Cubans; ‘Confession’ (Argen- 
tine). 
Although more for nabe Latin 


consumption, this house, located in 
the heart of Harlem, packs a hard- 
hitting, 45-minute display of Afro- 
Cubana antics comboed with Olsen 
and Johnson tactics. 

Miguelito Valdez, Cuban singer 
formerly featured by Xavier Cugat, 
capably heads the show, which is 
backed by the ‘excellent Machito 
rhumba_ orchestra. Valdez, with 
straight native style, delivers ‘Taboo,’ 
other Afro-Cubana 
stuff that would impress anywhere. 
As mc. he fills in comedy lulls by 
parading the cast in the aisles and 
hoking with the audience. Spot- 
light is shared with Boby Capo, 
romantic singer who does. well 
enough though lacking stage pres- 
ence. 

Lazara and Castellanos, colorful 
and fast-moving. dance team, are on 
for two numbers. Their routines in- 
volve ritual interpretations that fall 
short with the audience due pri- 
marily to poor lighting. Pair are 
good looking and would show well 
under more favorable conditions. 

Also presented is a rhumba by 
several performers that leads into a 
strong finish that also includes others 
on the bill. Heat generated prac- 
tically. carried the audience into the 
aisles. 


When caught, opening night Fri-| 
day (7), packed house even to SRO} 


Cugat rates high 
Current film, 
ncidental to the 
illy vacated 


association with 
with Latin trade 
‘Confession,’ was 

nabe crowd, who practi 


1 ye » fare 
the theatre afte1 


STATE, N. Y. 





Bill Robinson, Steve Evans, Cole- 
man Clark, Marjorie Gainsworth, 
Hylton Sisters, Biltmorettes; ‘Her 
Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). 





Bill Robinson, the perennial, is the 
show’s topper, going on last and 
easily taking the top honors. There's 
a six-act show for a change, running 
an hour and 15 minutes. Originally 
another bill was slated but this one 
is fairly diverting because of the 
strength of the two male singles, 
Steve Evans being around in addi- 
tion to Robinson. 

Robinson is telling more stories 
than ever, that infectious smile being 
an asset in capitals. One of his gags, 
about an old colored parson from 
Alabama taking a plane trip, and 
another about the man and wife 
separation won ready laughter. 

Robinson has so much on the ball 
in the pedal department that he is 
still nearly incomparable. After 
some chatter there is a soft shoe 
stepping. Later does some eccentric 
tapping and at the finale he con- 
tributes a bit of triple taps. 

Evans with his Pole stew bit trot- 
ted off a winner, too, but it was 
his ideas of the various types of 
laughers in audiences that won the 
bdst results, and that principally 
from the feminine contingent. A 
third single on the bill is Marjorie 
Gainsworth, tall, blonde warbler who 
suggests class. She opens with 
‘Chiri Biri’ and slips in a change of 
pace with ‘Sleepy Lagoon.’ Another 
semi-classic precedes an encore, a 
Gershwin tune from ‘Porgy and 
Bess.’ 

There are three trio acts to make 
up the balance of the stage program, 
one being a novelty turn headed by 
Coleman Clark, Chicago champ 
ping-ponger. Nifty-spieling an- 
nouncer calls the game table tennis, 
a ritzy label that dates from the 
time the game went on a competitive 
basis. Clark certainly does clever 
tricks with the pellets. With Bob 
Anderson, a Coast expert, an eight- 
point contest is made worthwhile 
watching, while Wally Sherwin, as 
announcer and referee, is also an 
asset. 

The three Hylton Sisters are num- 
ber two, a rhythm combo with some 
okay numbers. They start with ‘My 
Gal Sal’ and then go into the hill- 
billy ‘Friendship. ‘On Our Way to 
Hollywood’ has the girls as beauty 
contest winners, good enough to win 
an encore, which was ‘I’d Rather Be 
a Private.’ Opening right ahead of 
them are the Biltmorettes, who com- 
bine dancing with acrobatics. Their 
routine isn’t widely varied but they 
make it click, doing their feats in 
combination with a a datetig 

bee. 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Aug. 8. 
‘Hollywood Band Wagon with 
Sammy White Watson Sisters (2), 
Little Fred’s Hollywood Dogs, Twin 
Tones (2), Orantos (3), Jimmy Rae; 
‘Drums of the Congo’ (U). 








Show-wise oldtimers the audience 
remembers with kind regards join 
youngsters with loads of stuff to 
make another click of this week’s 
vaudeville bill. Sammy White and 
the Watson sisters are still getting 
laughs, and plenty of them, but they 
have to move over to make room for 
Jimmy Rae, an up and coming lad 
with lots of vim, who spends it 
without stint. His next-to-closing 
comedy acrobatic routine is tops on 
this program 

Rae, a good-looking blond with 
dynamite in his muscles, almost ful- 
fills his promise—‘for a little encour- 
agement, I'll break my neck.’ He 
falls all over the stage to give 
laughs to stunts that begin like 
whizzes and then go haywire. His| 
most spectacular flop is an impres- 
sion of an enemy dive bomber biting 
the dust. Then, to prove he’s only 
clowning, he does a legit back 
somersault with a double twist that’s 
a winner. As a running gag, he’s 
poo for his brother, who doesn’t | 





show up. | 
White m.cs. and gives a classy | 
demonstration of pantomine and | 
eccentric dancing on his own. His| 
stuff is always good. He tells a few 
jokes about his imaginary experi-| 
ences im army life, but most of his 
line is amusing dumb-show, like his | 
imitation of a Russian ballet dancer 
disrobing and taking a bath, As an 
m.c. he’s also o.k. 

The Watson sisters get most of! 
their laughs by making pointed re- | 
marks about the bulk of one of them. | 
Quite a few of their cracks have | 
been around as long as the Watson's | 
themselves, But the audience seemed | 
to like the familiar ring. They do 
a couple of songs, including a} 
patriotic number, ‘We’re Glad We're | 
Living on the American Plan..’ | 
Little Fred’s Hollywood dogs are} 
out of the ordinary in the way of| 
icanine acts. The mutts are hefty| 
| bulls of the boxer breed and they 





istage a rough and tumble imitation | 
of soccer football, using balloons in- 
stead of pigskins. The ‘fight’ got a} 
healthy laugh. The Orantos are ex- 


pert balancers, two men and a girl. 
The husky fellow balances a long| 
| pole on h shoulder while his part- 


ners drape themselves around the 
top of it. He also balances a ladder 
on his upright feet while the girl 
stands on one leg on the top rung. 
The Two Tones’ guitar and bull fid- 
dle effectively offer a bit of musical 
nonsense. Corb. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 7. 
Bob Armstrong Orch with Tiny 
Schwartz; Judy Canova, Linda Ware, 
Georgie Tapps, Adrianna and Charly; 
‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G). 





—_— -— 


Aided by the nonpareil staging 
facilities of this ace presentation 
showcase and by an overflow array 
of outside talent, Bob Armstrong and 
his crew, favorites of local airwaves, 
are presenting their annual imitation 
of a name band stage show at the 
Buff. This is the outfit’s second 
summer-show offering here and it 
draws peak rating on the entertain- 
ment side chiefly because the house 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 7. 
Ozzie Nelson Orch (13) with Hate 





|riet Hilliard, Bob DuPont, Armande 


& Lita, Stone & Burton; ‘Her Card- 
board Lover’ (M-G). 





Radio is still the great show wine 
dow. Last time Ozzie Nelson was 
around, he had no air program and 
biz was just ordinary. This year, he 
and his singing missus, Harriet Hil- 
liard, are fresh off the Red Skelton 
broadcast, and so the ropes were up 
at the getaway performance. That 
hasn’t been necessary for the Nelson- 
Hiliard combo at the WB deluxer 
here since they were riding high on 
the late Joe Penner’s airer. arquee 
names of Norma Shearer and Robert 
Taylor, on screen in ‘Cardboard 
Lover’ (M-G), may be responsible 
for some of the heft, but not that 
much. 


Dry-humored Nelson, who pref- 





is apparently taking no chances and 


aces everything with a chuckling in- 


has definitely subordinated the band|t®oduction, and lovely Miss Hilliard, 


to an extra heavy lineup of added 
attractions. 

Armstrong’s is strictly a _ local 
group with most of its experience in 
broadcasting. Its present showing 
points up sharply again the differ- 
ence between stage and studio en- 
tertainment. The band is a pleas- 
antly mild crew shaping up neces- 
sarily at a disadvantage in these days 
when the prevailing band show tech- 
nique calls for accent on clowning, 
expert timing and showmanship plus 
straight musical dispensation. The 
fact that the Armstrong engagement 
follows closely on the heels of Glenn 
Miller and Sammy Kaye, both seen 
here ‘in the past four weeks, is a fur- 
ther obvious hurdle, in the light of 
which it is to the local batoneer's 
credit that the musical contributions 
of his gang add up as effectively as 
they do. Only underlined member 
of the group is tenor Tiny Schwartz, 
who contributes somewhat re- 
strained versions of ‘Jingle, Jangle’ 
and ‘Stage Door Canteen.’ A general 
stepup in the pace of the offering 
would help and will probably be in 
order before the end of the canto. 

Adrianna and Charly, in the deuce, 
prove that the trampoline is, still a 
fascinating and tricky gadget good 
for many a howl, especially from the 
youngsters. Linda Ware scores 
nicely with her emphatic vocaliza- 
tions of ‘Walk Without You’ and 
‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ although the 
latter seems like a tax on her chant- 
ing ability. ‘Embraceable You,’ with 
a uniformed stooge from the audi- 
ence, was colossal with the payees. 
Miss Ware, too, could help speed the 
tempo of the presentation. 

Georgie Tapps proved whammo 
with his pert and agile anklings, 
adding up his Spanish two-step, old 
fashioned tapster imitation and ‘Per- 
fidia” rhumba for a perfect score, 
gracing the turn with plenty of 
showmanship, Judy Canova, closing, 


| who grows easier on the eye year by 


jyear, still make a sock team, and 
| their personalities are such that they 
icould probably come around with 
|just a couple of ocarinas behind them 
and get by handily. She's helpfully 
|introduced, doing the different voices 
ishe employs on the Skelton show 
through an off-stage mike, and mops 
up on her own solos as well as in 
those cute duets with Nelson. 

Nelson has never failed to come 
jaround with an entirely satisfactory 
band, and the practically new one he 
has this time is no exception. Made 
up of four saxes, three trombones, 
three trumpets, piano, bass and 
drums, it’s a solid outfit that is just 
a bit brassiet than his previous out- 
fits, but never so blaring that the 
eardrums suffer. Guitar and fiddle 
used to be pack and parcel of a Nel- 
son crew, but no more,.and as a ree 
sult some of the sweetness has dis- 
appeared. But there are enough 
compensatory features. Musically, 
it’s sufficient to show off the boy- 
ishly engaging Nelson and his missus 
effectively, and that’s all either Nel- 
son or an audience have ever asked 
of his union help. 

Only band’ member who's spot- 
lighted is Bernie Jones, saxist, who 
clicks wtth his songs in a semi- 
iSwedish dialect. ‘Jingle, Jangle’ isa 
natural for him and he follows it up 
with two others that levels him off 
to a solid smash. Could easily stick 
around for a couple more, but obvi- 
ously the catalog is absorbed, so he 
bows off with a silly little limerick 
that could stand a substitute. Miss 
Hilliard does only ‘Blue Skies’ on her 
own and then pairs off with Nelson 
first on ‘How About You’ and then 
‘C’mon, Get Up,’ in which the trials 
and tribulations of a wife trying to 
wake up her spouse in the morning 
are cleverly recounted. For his clos- 
ing lyric, Nelson comes out in one of 
those long old-fashioned night shirts 








|\high peaks in performance and de- 


iment ebbs and flows, highlighting the 


\glides about the stage, motionless 





got a smacko reception. Her ‘Benny | for a howl. 
the Beaver’ and ‘Aint Got Nobody,’| Three supporting acts are all high 
followed by her familiar hillbilly|class. Although any fairly regWiar 
lingo, were right on the line with/| patron of the Stanley could no doubt 
the crowd. Clowning rendition of|do Bob DuPont's act from memory— 
‘Dark Eyes’ plus her eccentric dance, |he’s been around that often—the 
both cornhigh, are also toppers. iguy’s still pretty close to the tops in 
Many standees at opening per-jantic jugglery and continues to tie 
formance. Burton, |things up consistently. Has one funny 


|new bit anyway. Comes out with a 
CHICAGO, CHI 


|Rube Goidberg contragtion to which 
Chicago, Aug. 7. 


ithere’s attached a leather booto, and 
levery time he muffs a trick, on pur- 

Benny Goodman Orch (15) with 
Peggy Lee, Goodman Sextet, Harry 


| pose, the boot kicks him in the pants. 
|Amando and DeLita are another of 
Reso, Ross Sisters (3); ‘They All 
Kissed the Bride’ (Col). 





those comedy dance teams ‘hat start 
off in conventional ballroom fashion 
jand go berserk, with the guy losing 
lhis pants for a closer. Okay, but this 
f . |type of turn’s getting too common of 
ee S yen pes apt a Stone and Burton, boy and a 
revealed the still intense popularity |##/, open with some crack hoofing, 
f this former Windy City citizen.  |SOWing @ lot of novelty and keep: 
0 ‘honda vas pe in cae of de- (ine their routines consistently out of 
livery has been too often and pains- | the rutted groove. Cohen. 
takingly described to bear repetition. | 





a solid sender who 


Suffice to say he is the jitterburg’s | 
sutice to aye setder gh eeeks| © ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


| 


llivery. The outstanding characteris- | Minneapolis, Aug. 8. 
tic of the Goodman band is Benny ‘ 
Goodman. He is far its most versa-| _ Paul Whiteman Orch (19) with 
tile performer and hardest worker, | Dolly Mitchell, Martin Bros (2); 
getting the most glittering results |Murtagh Sisters (3); ‘Big Shot 
from his clarinet. | (WB). 

In ‘Clarinet a la King,’ a solo ren- | ‘ ay ; 
| diti ‘ » clarine nae | This show consists largely of 
dition, and in the clarinet passages of |'Whiteman music plus songs and a 


‘Jersey Bounce’ and half a dozen 
other popular melodies, the clear, 
high-pitched convolutions and ec- 
static triNing of his flute-like instru- 


touch of comedy. There is only one 
non-musical act, puppets, and they 
supply the lone dancing in evidence 
|during the 60 minutes’ running time. 
tunes and giving them character. |And yet, because it's pop music at its 
Ross Sisters (3), acrobatic lookers, poe 4 best, the yt go - There's 
are nifties in performance, too. They ,°f the season's finest here. fhe 
nabbed big applause. Standing on |"°,resret over the lack of diversified 
pedestals and bending backward to |¢Mtertainment and_ the inte Whi of 
the ground to pick up a handkerchief /@ughs rg no tire aerigr ve 
4 c 5 SS lass A |™Man music alone is more than wor 
— AEE MOTT AGES & Cee A |the admission of price and, in itself, 
: : . lif “ssary, would completely sat- 
Peggy Lee, blonde vocalist, is a |=, Necessary, hos ve") 
song stylist of merit. Outstanding isfy. Both of the two outside acts 
are her ‘Knock Me a Kiss,’ delivered |@%¢ excellent. sn dense initia’ 
in jitterbug style, and a slow-motion |,, 1" the quality of ga a ee 
rendition of ‘Where or When,’ pains- ri ae Leb 03 te beers ni ee 
takingly enunciated with slowed-up ‘onl’ atten 40 vine tiara. Sak uae 
ser i ase ma aa curiously ef- for ear beguilement is the assem- 
Master of stomach convolutions of ,P!age of six brass, orig ~ three 
the burlesque halls is eccentric |Sddles, drums, banjo, aan Whit 
; ' * » ue ’ S %tim rs cC- 
comedian-dancer Harry Reso. He| During the various numbers White 
man particularly keeps his topflight 
pianist, Buddy Weed, a wizard on the 
keys, in the limelight, but also gives 
plenty of opportunity to other indie 
viduals, as well as groups. Abreast 
(Continue on page 63) 


above his hips, the lower half of his 
body in constant movement. He won 
applause. 
Biz at the Chicage a sellout. 
Loop 
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Wednesday, August 12, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF AUGUST 14 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate epening day of 
show, whether full or split week 











Loew 


Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY | 


State (12) 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Oxford Boys 
Jan Murray 
H King & Arlina 
Grace Drysdale 





PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (14) 
Horace Heidt Ore 
WASHINGTON 
Capitel (14) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Archie Robbins 
Lane & Ward 








Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (12) } 

S!innay Ennis Bad 

Willie Shore 

Knisht Sis 

Ink Spots 
BUFFALO 
Buffalo (14) 

Vauzhn Monroe Bd 

Paul Winchell 

Pat Henning 


CHICAGO 
Chicago (14) 
Jimmy Dorsey Bd 

Douglas Bros 

Pat Henning 
MIAMI 

Olympia (14-15) 

Equillo Bros 

Vic Hyde 

Elinor Sherry 

4 Queens 

Billy Reyes 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (14) 
Sammy. Kaye Orc 
Sterner Sis 
(7) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Jean, Jack & Judy 
Senor Wences 
Pee Leg Bates 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (14) 
Sian Kenton Orc 
3 Stooges 
Jackie Cooper 
Dorese Midgeley 
(7) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
The Nonchalants 
Sterner Sis 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (14) 





Horace Heidt Ore 
() 


Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Stone & Barton 
Armando & Lita 
Bob Dupont 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (14) 
Roxyeties 
Bea Wain 


Ralph Hawkins Orc | 


Buster Saver 
Bobby May 
(7) 
Roxyettes 
Stubby Kaye 
Acromanifcs 
Read Sis 
Music Makers 








RKO 





ALBANY 
Palace (6) 
6 Willys 
Condos Bros 
Jackie Miles 
Martels Mignon 
Martha Raye 
BOSTON 
Keith Besten (14) 
Martha Raye 
Charlie Barnet Orc 
Acromaniacs 
Paul Regan 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (14) 
Ozzie Nelson Orc 





Harriet Hilliard 


Armando & Lita 
Barton & Stone 
Bob Dupent 

{7) 


Vaughn Monroe Orc 
Paul Winchell 
Johnny Mack 
Lee Sis 
DAYTON 

Colonial (14) 
Jan Garber Orc 
The Ghezzis 
Katherine Harris 
Howard Nichols 
Morey & Eaton 
NEW BRUNSWICK 
Riveli (14th only) 
The Great Lester 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY | 


Music Hall (13) 
Miriam Lavell 
Bo» Evans 
N holas Docks 


June Forrest 
George Griffin 
Muriel Gray 
Norma Gentner 
Irene Zambeill 
Roxy (14) 


Gaines & Jeanne 
Jeanne Brideson 
Walter ‘Dare’ Wahl 
Ben Yost 
Harpers Jitterbugs 
G Foster Roxyettes 
Prul Ash Ore 

{6th St. Theatre 


(14) 
Tu Holtz 
Will Howard 
RP Baker 
P Draper 
H Scott 
G Sheldon 
I Malina 
Lou Forman 
Bi layers 


SROOKLYN 

“arine (16) 
Johnny Valente 
Mary Marlowe 


8 White & Charlette 


Joyner & Foster 
3 Sweethearts 
Mayfair (15) 
Johnny Valente 
Marv Marlowe 


S White & Charlotte 


Joyner & Foster 
3 Sweethearts 
Ridgewood (12) 
Evelyn Plaza 
Mrry Marlowe 
Ray & Harrison 
Judson Cole 
Byrne Sis 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (14) 
Smoothies 
Walter Long 
P Sydell & Spotty 
Teddy Powell Orc 
Canfield Smith 
Ben Yost Singers 
Geo Haggerty 
Dick Dana 
Chas Kemper 
BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (14) 
Three Murphy Sis 
Dick & Dot Remy 
George Beatty 
Martels & Mignon 
Royal (14) 
Noble Sissle Ore 
Tim Moore & Miller 
3 Poms 
Johnny Lee 


Olivette Miller { 


Jesse Cryor 
State (13-15) 
Dedios Circus 
Noel Hytown 
Ray & Harrison 
(16-19) 
Ed Rickard 
Hoo Shee 
Joe Termini 
4 Kit Kats 
CAMDEN 
Towers (14-16) 
Sally, J & Mascot 
Harriet Cross 
3 Reeds 
Terry & Raiph Rio 
Topics in Rhythm 
HARTFORD 
State (14-16) 
Andrews Sis 
Will Osborne Orc 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Circle (14-16) 








Blue Barron Orc 
| Larry Adler 
i 


| 
N Rae & M Waterfi | 


Val Setz 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (15) 


| Jean Roy 
L Semon & Sonia 
Don Lemont 
(2 to fill) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (14-16) 
Tenner & Swift 
Shy Sis 
Marty May 
4 Macks 


(16th only) 
Tenner & Swift 
Ray & Harrison 
Shy Sis 
Marty May 
4 Macks 

SPRINGFIELD 
Ceurt Sq. (13-15) 


WASHINGTON 
Howard (14) 
l.il Green 
Tiny Bradshaw Orc 
Peg Leg Bates 
Hettor & Pals 
Tom & Hutchie 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (12-13) 
Don Bestor Orc 
Marten & Florenz 
George Freems 
3 Stooges 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (10-12) 
Richards-A Dncrs 
% Slate Bros 
Margie Hart 
Louise Beavers 
Bobby Henshaw 





2 Deweys 





Norma Lucero 


Bill’s Gay 90's 


Carol Channing 


Edward Tyler 


Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 


NEW YORK CITY 


Ben Marden Riviera; Joe Pafumy Orc 


Hotel Biltmore 
Heasley Twins 


Hazel Franklin 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 


(Century Room) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Bobby Byrne Ore 
Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Rich. Himber Orc 
Perry Martin 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawatian Km) 
Kahala 
Talima 
Momikai 
MeIntyre Ore 
Napua 
Leilani Taea 
Hotel MecAlpin 
Dick Robertson Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 


Johnny Long Ore 


Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 


|; Jack Albertfon 

; Ruth Godfrey 
Jimmy Alexander 
Alice Tyrell 


Ted Arkins 
Dorothy Roberts 
Sacassas Orc 
Jack Harris Org 
La Martinique 

Mercedita 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 

| Noro Morales Ore 

Latin Quarter 

Barbara Perry 

| Jade Ling 

| Winters 

Frank Mazzone Co 

Gloria Gilbert 

Lela Moore 

Martel (3) 

Fuller & Wood 

Alec Pierce Ore 

Fernando Caney O 
Leon & Eddie's 


Johnny Morgan 
Leo Fuld 
Arnaut Bros 
Jean Mode 
Bobby Tables 
Caesar & Rosita 
Mildred Wayne 
Golden Pair 
Mother Kelly's 


Sid Tomac 
Reiss Bros 
Cully Richards 
Danny Rogers 
Joe Oakie 
Hilde Simmons 
Lolita Cordoba 


19th Hole Club 





| 

| Marion Powers 
| 3 Caddies 

| Angel Velez Ore 


Snub Mosely Orc 
Onyx Club 
Bobbie Dunne 
Dale Belmont 
Ann White 
Baby Hines 
Old Roumanian 
Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Queen Mary 


Vera Nova 








Ray English 
Milskaya 
Jane Deering 
Continentals 
Cavallero Ore 


Rogers Corner 


Johnny Pineapple 


Harry Lefcourt Ore 


Jean Claire 
Pat Rooney, Sr 
Ross MacLean 
Harold Green 


Russian Kretchma 


Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 


Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 


Arcadi Stovanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzanoff 


Cornelia Cedolban O 


Spivy’s Roof 


Spivy 
Arthur Biake 
Noble & King 
Stork Club 
Grace Reilly 
Charles Baum Orc 
Bob Knight Ore 
The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets ‘Tolbert 
Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Kelcey Farr 
Ann Lewi 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Rubber Legs Wim's 
Abbey Ore 
Versailles 
Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 
Marj Gainsworth 
Francis Abella 
Marj Fielding’s Co 
Rossi Sisters 
Dot & Barbara 
J Mignac 
lisa Kevin 
Mae Blondell 
Mary Canly 
Village Barn 
John Griffin 


Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 


Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 


Marion Frances 


Charles Wolk Ore 
Milton George Ore 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 

Frank Petty 


Anne Diamond 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Koom) 

Kenny Brilliant 

Lucille & J Maloney 

Hotel Buckminister 
(Nationai Room) 

Hal Roberts Ore 
Hotel Essex 

Buddy Smith's Ore 

Jack Manning Ore 

Bill Cronin 

Mitizi Crozier 

Bill Groin 

Dorothy Dennis 

Jean Monti 

Sally Harris 
Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 

Nora Sheridan 

Elsie Houston 

Allen Jones 

Neil Phillips 
Hotel Lenox 

Don Jose Ore 

Clarita 

Hotel Ritz Carleton 
(Ritz Reof) 

Nat Brandwynne O 

Carole Bruce 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Sheraton Sky 

Garden) 

Don Dudley Ore 


Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 
Ambassador Hotel 

(Pamp Room) 
Emil Petti 

Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 
Bismarck Hotel 




















Nicholas Matthey O 





NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 
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HILLS, CAL. 














Dolores Colvert 


Virginia Mayo 


| Stanley 














WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove Park 


Havana- Madrid 


Franco & Beryl 
Casino & Cortez 


M Bowes 8th A Un Don Gilberte Orc 


Hickory House 


Peggy Stevens 


Alvino Rey Ore 


Manor & Mignon 





Peter Killam 


Mark Plant 

Ariane 

Hotel N.o 1 5th Ave. 
Jaye Martin 

Anne White 
Downey & Gregg 


Hazel Webster 


Hotel Park Central 


(Cocoanut Grove) 


Yacht Club Boys 
Glover & La Maye 
Buddy 


Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 


Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 


Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsylvania 

(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Orc 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 

Hotel Pierre 

(Cotillion Room) 
Arthur Carney 
Beverly Whitney 
Towne & Knott 
Melba Ore 

Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Ben Cutler 
DiGatanos 

Hotel Roosevelt 


Walter Perner Orch | 


Hotel mavoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Renee DeMarco 
Jodie, Normie & R 
Roy Ross Orc 
Hotel St. Regis 
(Viennese Koof) 
Ethe|} Smith Ens 
Paull Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Hotel Waldorf- 
Asteria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Xavier Cugat Ore 


; Conchita Martinez 
| Mario & FPloria 


Pitchmen 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 


| Vicki George 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo| Sande Williams Orc | 


Herricane 
Billy Vine 
The Whelans 
Ann Lester 
Barr & Estes 
Jerry Bergman 
Quinton Orc 
Warren Orc 
Iceland Restaurant 
Freddie Bernard 
Jack Lane Co 
Fredericka 
Mona Windell 
Bogash & Bardine 
Kolette & Deane 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B’way Restaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Gracie Barrie 
Dick Stabiie Ore 

Jimmy Kelly’s 


Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Joe Capello Ore 
Kelly’s Stable 
Diane Reed 
Mildred Kaye 
Rosalie Gibson 
Thelma Carpenter 
Bunny Briggs 
Walter Fuller Ore 
La Conga 





Marion Colby 
Joey Faye 


Carrol Chappelle 
Betty Carter 


| Bill Glass Ore 


Queens Terrace 
Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Grooverneers 

Rainbow Grill 
Russ Smith Ore 
Vera Sanoff 
Ashburns 

Kainbow Room 
Walton & O'Rourke 


Babette’s Club 


Norma 
Arline Chandler 
5S & B Carlisle 


Milton Huber Ore 
Bath & Turf Club 
Marie Austin 
Jerry Cooper 
Lola & Andre 
Dinorah 
Eric Correa Ore 
Pishop’s--Save; 
Augie Bond 3 
Breaker’s Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
3geale St Boys 
Pearl Williams 
Chateau Renault 
Sid Rose 
Al Francis 3 
4 Stylists 
Chelsea Hotel 
Billy Van (3) 
Chelsea Trio 
Child’s Cktl Lounge 
Myron Hanley Ore 
Mildred Stanley 
Chez Paree 
Novelettes 
Ruth Martin 
Jackie Martin 
Babe Cummings 
Valerie & Susan 
| Sunny Rae 
Cliquot Clob 


Lenny Ross 





Toni Sorrell 

| Ruth Warren 

Betty Gaynor 

| Jacque Hill 

Ellaine Ellis 
Club Harlem 

Larry Steele 

J Gorham’'s Ore 

Jackie Mabley 

Viola Jefferson 

Lorenzo Roberson 

Helen Penn's Co 


Beacheomber 
H Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Gail Manners 
Marisol 
Artie Dann 
Beach-charmers (5) 

Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
Nathane Bros 
Siuart & Lea 
Verdie Dean 


Casa Manana 
(Theatre-Clab) 
Harrison Aulger 
Addison Aulger 
Louise Sherwood 
Billy Kelley 
(Musical Bar) 
Alice O'Leary 
Adrian O’Brien 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Orc 
Don Rico Ore 
June Weiting 
Romo Vincent 








BOS 





The Blentons 


Diane Davis 
Alkali Ike 
Al Robinson 


Village Vanguard 

Richard D Bennett 

Leadbelly 

Helen Humes 

Eddie Heywood 3 
Wivel 

Bob Lee 

Lilyan Dell 

Tommy Hayden 

Doris Neilson 

Chas Bowman Ore 

Theodore Brooks 

The Paulens 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Club Madrid 
Jackie Law 
Teddy & Terry 
Nanette 

Club Nomad 
Donna Darnell 
Tiny Kaye 
Bobby Bernard 


Mari Kim 
Coletta Ellsworth 
Joe Quintelle Ore 


Rede Reach 
Bill Valee 
Gary Gray 
Serenaders Orc 
Cowboy Orc 
Gables Inn 
(Biack Horse Pike) 
Nan De Mar 
Marley 
Russ Taylor 
Gables Orc 
Herman’s Music 
Bar 
Jimmy Solar 


Jockey’s Derby. Ci'b 


Kiki Hall 
Peppi Carman 
Helene 
Teddy Keller 

Paddock 
Zorita 
Yvonettes Rev 
Betty Coette 
Frances Carroll 
Willy Dennis 
Marie WKibbey 
Bob Bel 

Paradise Club 
Ford-Rowie- Bailey 
Bobby ‘Evans 
Susannah Churchill 
Chris Columbus Orc 
Lenox Ave Co 
Watkins 


Margaret 


Penn Atlantic Hotel 


(Palm Room) 
Al Francis Ore 


TON 


Frank & J Hubert 
Flo McCabe Girls 
Bill Bailey 
Richard Lane 
Iris Ison 
Henriquetta Brazil 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Alfred Pineda Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Mata & Hari 
Elaine Kondos 
Frances McCoy 
Johnny Coyle 
(Melody Leunge) 
Herb Lewis 
Marjorie Garretson 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Koom) 
Ray Morton Ore 
Hildegarde 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 


3 
Copley Square Hotel 


Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 


(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Hiarriett Smith Co 
Don & Sal Jennings 

(Tavern Room) 
Edith Lorand 
Dave Pritchard Orc 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 

Blackhawk 
Novak & Fay 
Dorothy Fay 
Art Jarrett Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 

(Balinese Km) 


Carlos Ramirez 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 

Tony & Lisa 

Bob Billings 

Eddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 

Three Ryana 

Thelma White 

Margie Kelly 

Mel Cole Ore 

Nan Itoustoen 

Cordon & Sawyer 

Ted Smith 

Chez Paree 

Benny Fields 

\l Bernie 

Jack Cole 

Chester Dolphin 

Franklin Ore 
Clab Alabam 

Florence White 

Paulette LaPierre 

Harriet Norris 

Ginger Wood 

Del Estes 

Allan Coe 

Dave Unell Ore 

Eddie Roth Ore 

Colosimos 

Primrose & Gold 

Workmans 

Mildred & Maurice 

Charlotte Van Dal 

sloise Adair 

Jack Prince 

Don Lang Orc 

Drake Hotel 


(Camilia House) 
Adrienne 
| Jimmie Blade Ore 


Alpine Village 
Two Gunsetts 
Leonardo Amaresco 
Marie Bronarzyk 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Gregory & Raymond 

Eldorado Club 
Olga Godec 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Ilona de Bournat 

Hotel Carter 
Charles Wick Ore 

Hotel Cleveland 
George Daffy Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Maurice & Maryea 
Lorraine Vernon 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 


Ben Young Orc 
Jan Martel 


(Motor Bar) 
Eddie Fritz 4 


Bowery 
Jerry Lester 
Paddy Cliff 
Dian Rowland 
Rigoletto Bros 
Aimee Sisters 
Donay Sisters 
Harvey Stone 





Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Koom) 
Jack Edwards Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 
Jimmy McHale Orc 

Jolene 

Elia Wilson 

Helen Douglas 

Elaine Morrison 
Ken 


Bill Davidson Ore 
Russ Howard 


Rio Casino 


Harry de Angelis O 
Helen Carrol 
Lamb-Yokum Rev 
Gladys Lamb 
Rube Youkum 
Betty Wharton 
Duffy & Tobin 
Adele Henny 


Savoy 
Sabby Lewis Ore 
Steuben’'s 


(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Sal & Sandy 
Lorraine & Hart 
Jimmy Marr 
Doris Abbott 

The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fishér 
Tamara Doriva 
Elves Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes 5 

Tic-Toe 
Sen & Sonny 
Andy Kirk Ore 


CHICAGO 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


e 
(Marine Rm) 
Shep Fields Ore 
3 Ambassadorettes 
Jack Holst 
Dorben Gls 
Eitel’s 


Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 





June 


Rathskellar 


Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 
Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
885 Club 
Collette Lyons 


| Larry Storch 

| Jean Mona 

| Mark Talent 

| Johnny Honnert 


Garrick Stagebar 

Price 

Ascot Boys 
Downbeat Rm 

Stuff Smith Ore 

3 Sharps & Flats 

Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 

(Glass House Km) 

Chandler Co 

Sileen O'Hara 

Mary Sinclair 

Helsings 

(Vedvil Leunge) 

G I Robertson 

8 Commanders 

New Yorkers 

Chet Roble 

Jane Kaye 

Ivanhoe 

Florence Schubert 

Barney Richards O 

Vierra Hawaiians 

Helen Sumner 


L’ Aiglon 


Spiros Stamos Orc 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Devron 
Isobel de Marco 
La Salle Hotel 
(Pan-Am Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 
Tommy Tucker 
Billy De Wolfe 
Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Duke Ellington Ore 
Ivie Anderson 
606 Club 
Don Harris 
Gay Knight 
June March 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
(Continental Room) 
Yar Rest 
Geo Scherban Ore 





Belen Ortega 


CLEVELAND 


Sloan & Gary 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 

Jules Duke Orc 
La Conga Club 
Manuel D Bibbins O 
Lindsay's Skybar 
Three Bits Rhythm 

Marya Manley 
Pear! de Lucca 
Monaco’s Cafe 


Charlo & Dupree 
Jorie Livingston 
Herb Hagenor Ore 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Leon Le Verdie 





Hal Hall 
Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Donn Arden Co 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlisle 
Benny Resh Orc 
Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Skeeter Palmer 
Roy Swartz 
Jack Ross 
Casanova 
Bthel Shutta 
Carmelita. & Lee 
Andre & Frances 
Olga Anton 








Jessica Garwood 
Warney Ruhl! Ore 
Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Spizzie & Willie 
Rhythm Brown 


H'thorne & H ison 
Beverly White 
Bette Roche 


Tropical 3 

Congo Ore 
Haymarket 

Carl & Arlene 

Jack Morrison 

Milo & Vagee 

Mary Randoiph 

Wally Johi 

Charmettes Ore 

London Chop House 

Caroll & Gorman 

Ethel Howe 

Ruby Orc 

Sammy Dilbert Ore 

Olde Wayne Club 

Jimmy Clark Ore 


Joan Chapman 
Palm Beach 

Gus Howard 

Wynn Twins 

Dorothy Gerron 

Don Pablo Orc 

Royale 

Oswald 

Ernie Stanton 

3 Chords 

Raul & Eva Reyes 

Germaine & Joe} 

Royelettes 

Carl Bonner 

Pill McCune Ore 
Wonder RBar 

Ayliene Mason 

Rita Martin 

Ruth McCullough 

Manuel Lopez Ore 

Guy Welsh ore 





LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
Jackie Green 
Mae Brewster 
yeo Tibbles Ore 
Billy Snyder 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 
Ann Triola 
Bill Hoffman 
Bill Jordan 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 
Ray Wilbert 
Jimmy Kay 
The Radio Rogues 
The Duffins 
Penny Lee 
Joe Reichman Ore 
Casa Manana 
Cab Calloway Orc 
Cocoanut Grove 
Freddie Martin Ore 
Kari Cerrolls 
West & McGinty 
3ali Gali 
Happy Felton 
LeVYonn Mover 


I thy Ford 
W re Bros. 
Beryl! Watlace 


St Clair & Dav 
Aurora Miranda 
Rolly Rolls 
Shirley Wayne 
Al Norman 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Michel Ortiz Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Fred Scott 

Mills Bros 

Sugar Geise 

Sonia Levkova 
Jean Tighe 

Toni Todd 

Dr Giovanni 

Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Charlie Foy’s Club 
Charley Foy 
Sammy Walsh 
Jane Keane 


Chavo Sherman 
Les, Barnett Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Casey Thompson 
Vivian Marshal 
P Lind Hayes Ore 
Sherry Cameron 
Cravat 
Harry Carrol] 
Hollywood Tropics 
Yvonne & Wayne 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Oro 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Jean Meunier 
George Redman 
Margaret Padula 
Bob Murphy 
Louisiana 
Ramon Ros Troupe 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 
Macambo Cafe 
Lena Horne 
Phil Ohman Ore 
Nilo Menendez Ore 
Palladium 
Woody Herman Ore 
Slapsy Mavxies 
Ben Blue 
Jackie Gleason 
Louis De Pron 
Norma Squires 
Patricia Page 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Art Tatum 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Wingy Manone Ore 
Swannee Inn 


Loumel Morgan 8 

Walter Johnson 
Trianon 

Henry Busse Ore 


Trouville Club 
Lee & Lester 
Billie Holiday 
tarney Bigard Orc 


MIAMI 


Club 

Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Baliettes 8 
Tommy Nunez Ore 
Earle Hanson Orc 

Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louise Hatch Ore 
Five O'Clock Cleb 
Stan Early 
Louise Carlyle 
Bourbon & Bayne 
Fabian Storey Ore 


Bali 


dimrele’s 

Myles Bell 
Spauldings 3 
Reus Bros 
Luckeyettes 6 
Les Robinson Orc 

Kitty Davis's 
Willie Shore 


Rhoda Chase 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Orc 


Mother Kelly’s 
Jack Eby Orc 
600 Club 
Paul Mall 
Hal Lane Ore 
Vanderbilt Hotel 


(Pago Pago Room) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Orc 
Winnle’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 
Ben Perry 
June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 





House Line é 


PHILADELPHIA 


Alpine Musical 
Bar 
Connie Howell 8 
3 Tones 
Club Ball 
The Leslies 2 
Arthur Blake 


Barbara Belmore 
Marylin Mack 
Balilovelies 

Alan Fielding Orc 


Luis Fernandez Ore 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) 
Walter Miller Orch 
Ben Franklin 
Lucille Johnson 
Betty & F Roberts 
Honey Murray 
Kay Hunt 
Herb Woods Orc 
Benny the Bum’'s 
Susan Lane 
Phylis Foster 
Ei] Gauchos 
Carroll's 
Russ Lebeau 
Eloise Mock 
Chic Kennedy 
Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 
Lewis & Van 
Dawn Lorely 
Betty Huntingdon 
Jewell Ello 
Clendennings 
Adrian Rollint 
Johny Paris 
College Ina 
Loraine Chevalier 
Sunny Ray 
Muni Stewart 
Mildred® Gilson 
Crescent 5 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Di Pintos 


Warren Boden 
Yvonne Kerr 
Jack Bell 
Marie Schaffer 
Brown & Lee 
Jimmy Evans 
Jesse Altmille 
Pedro Blanco Ore 
Embassy 
Zola Grey 
Alice Mitchell 
Anne Rupert 
Grace Hewson 
Dorothy Porter 
Embassyiphs 4 
Geo Clifford 


(Continued 


Pat Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 


Ernie Swan 

Don Renaldo 

(H Walton Roof) 
E & J Leach 
Andrew Sis 

Don Richards 

Jeri Kruger 

Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 

tose Gallo 

Eddie De Luca Ore 
Hopkins’ Rathskelier 
Renay Aliyn 

Lee Warwich 
Skeets & Skelter 
Kippie Velez 
Agnes Barry 

Rose Mary Kenny 
Dave Gold Orc 
Lexington Casino 


Jackie Whalen 
Canfield Smith 
Cleo Bart 
Brandon & Barton 
H'wood Brunettes 
Lanny Vale 


Ted Oliver Orc 
Little Rathskeller 
H’wood Brunettes 
Johnny & George 
Ugo Martinelli 
Sid Walker 
Barbara Belmore 
Victor Hugo’s Orc 
Lou’s Chancellor Bai 
Skyliners 
Dick Wade 
Minstrel Tavern 
Faye Merrill 
Ed McGoldrick Jr 
Anita Thoma 
Sally Foy 
Michael Wayne 
Margie March 
Sissy Ginnie Loft 
Ed McGoldrick Sr 

Moravian Bar 
Bon-Bon Buddies 
Sam Price 
Bob King 3 

Neil Dieghan's 
Rexford & Wallact 
Billi Romano 
Duke Art 
Barron Twins 
Frank Murtha 
Geo Marchetti Ore 
Old Falls Tavern 


Jacqueline Herm 
Rudy Saxon 





Suzettes (4) 


on page 62) 
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Diamond Horseshoe, N.Y. 


‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet Horse’ staged and | 


by John Murray Anderson, 
d by Billy Rose; costumes, 
Miles White; dances, Lauretta Jef- 
erson; decor, Erl Franke; songs, 
Billy Rose, Milton Ager, Lorenz Hart 
& Richard Rodgers, John Loeb; 
ovened Aug. 7, 1942; no cover, $1 to 


lighted 
presente 


Cast: Harriet Hoctor, Herman 
Hyde with Norine_ Robinson, Lu- 
cienne & Ashour, Pansy the Horse 
‘(Andrew Mayo-Nonnie Morton), 
Marshall Montgomery, Billy Wells & 
4 Fays, Caites Bros. (2), Willie 
Solar, W. C. Handy, Perry Bruskin, 
Virginia Mayo, Billy Banks, Cynthia 
Blair & Madeline Hughes, Wm. 
Quentmeyer & Milton Moore, Daniel, 
Tyana, June Melva, Betsy Lou, Eddie 
Eddy & Nellie Durkin, Pedro Lopez, 
Perlita; showgirls (Aina Constant, 
Ermanie Randolph, Nancy’ Lee 
Dodge, Ann Mace, Mildred Hughes, 
Mary Dowell); ponies, Doris Donald- 
son, Marci Flynn, Virginia Schoon- 
macker, Joy Coleman, Charlene 
Tucker, Ruth Rathbun, Gerry Ewing, 
Kay Evans; Roy Fox and Sid Prus- 
sin’s orchestras. 





Easily the best show at his Dia- 
mond Horseshoe, Billy Rose has an- 
other nitery winner that again 
blends the nostalgic with the socko 
1942 production standards, and the 
result is a warm, appealing revue 
with which stager John Murray An- 
derson has done wonders. The cost 
of the show is in the production, not 
the cast. That’s always been a Rose 
penchant, and in Miles White’s cos- 
tuming, Anderson’s production and 
lighting, and Lauretta Jefferson’s 
peppery dance-staging the sum total 
is a surefire winner. 

The titular ‘Mrs. Astor’s Pet 
Horse’ yclept Pansy the Horse, is a 
peg on which to project four stanzas 
—the opening Circus, thence the 
Prohibition era, next the Mauve 
Decade and finally Pansy’s Party 
which is another name for yester- 
year nostalgia, keynoting Keith big- 
time vaudeville as it was. 

larriet Hoctor, probably the top 
salary in the cast, lends a distinc- 
tive touch of class with her ballet 
terps, but a memorable outstander 
is Herman Hyde who is about due to 
be re-discovered as a zany come- 
dian. His drollery is of the 
comedy School, but none will deny 
its laugh effectiveness. His props 
are bizarre; and in Norine Robinson 
he has a looker for a prima who 
also registers with a neat soprano 
and lends suitable contrasting ‘class’ 
to Hyde’s unashamed hoke. His sen- 
sitive four-in-hand tie, which does 
nipups at the sight of the undraped 
form, is an inspired piece of busi- 
ness; and the breakaway bull fiddle, 
harp, et al., long standards with this 
funster, seem to have been devél- 
oped to a new degree of effectiveness. 

Andrew Mayo and Nonnie Morton, 
oinerwise Pansy the Horse, are ably 
foiled by Marshall Montgomery as 
the ventriloquial cabbie. Their noc- 
turnmal peregrinations keynote Hose’s 
divertissement. ‘The Circus Is On 
Parade,’ a Rodgers and Hart oldie, 
harks back to Rose’s ‘Jumbo’ show 
at the now defunct Hippodrome, and 
makes a spirited thematic for the 
tanbark atmosphere. 


tan . , 
fan Ager have--turied out a gocd} 
tune in ‘A Star Is Born’ for the 
parade of the beauts, re-creating 


Hazel Dawn in ‘Pink Lady,’ Peggy 
Wood in ‘Blossom Time,’ Mary Ellis 
in ‘Rose Marie,’ Irene Bordoni in 
‘The French Doll,’ Evelyn Laye in 
‘Bitter Sweet’ and Helen Morgan in 
Show Boat,’ capped by Harriet Hoc- 
to~’s per usual smart terpsichore. 

This penchant of Rose’s to salute 
with deep respect the yesteryear 
show business tradition. is something 
which all, within the trade, recog- 
nize as a refining influence amidst 
the commercial nostalgia and 
hokum which otherwise permeates 
the Horseshoe. 

Nellie Durkin (later reprising 
ner former vaudeville specialty 
with Eddie Eddy, as the ‘crying’ cel- 
list) and Virginia Mayo lead the Pro- 
hibition interlude. The show reaches 
its rousing peaks with a succession 
of sock, well integrated and com- 
pactly interlarded specialties in rapid 
succession from this point on. 

Billy Banks (colored juvenile) 
whams ’em with a Gershwin medley. 
He introduces W. C. Handy who 
trumpet solos his immortal ‘St. Louis 
Blues’ and the great colored song- 
Smith again ties it into a knot. Then 
Hyde kills em. Ditto the Caites Bros. 
(2), reprising their concerted hoof- 
ology of yesterseason. Then Emma 

rancis, easily a sextagenarian, who 
has been here before, and she just 
about tops everything with her song- 
and-dance specialty, which com- 
Pletely stops the proceedings. 


The ‘Rebirth of Vaudeville’ re- 
prises oldtime magicos, fireaters, 
paper-tearers, Texas To mm y 


ancers, ete. Prior thereto Lucienne 
& Ashour, with their reverse-French 
Apache routine, are standouts. Perry 
Bruskin as Hizzoner the Mayor 
(LaGuardia) emcees the party. ‘Uncle 
Samba’ is a Yank salute to our 
Latin neighbors with a touch of the 
Samba routining. Billy Wells and the 


4 Fays with their fast and punchy | 


acro-comedy click throughout. 
Throughout, the 10 ponies and six 
showgirls (of which Mary 
tering Sam’ Dowell is easily th: 
personality gal) parade an a 
ment of nifty and expensive-looking 


top 
top 


low | 


Rose and Mil- | 


‘Stut- | 


| Miles White costumes, while Roy 
i; Fox and Sid Prussin’s orchestras 
alternate in playing the difficult 
show and dispensing dansapation. 
Musically, Rose’s weakness for 
forte music should make a small for- 
tune for the Bromo-Seltzer conces- 
sionaire in the lobby. Rose figures 


ing. Actually it drives ‘em either 
that’s not a bad idea, depending on 
how you slice it. But there’s nc 


disputing that sock show. Abel. 


TERRACE GRILL, K. C. 


(HOTEL MUEHLEBACH) 

Kansas City, Aug. 11. 

‘Ice Revue of °42 with Dorothy 
Franey, Don Condon, Harry Douglas, | 
Norman Drolsen, Shirley . Fonger, | 
Gertrude Gruber, Lorraine Miller, | 
Mary Bohland; Cafe Society Orch) 
(10); $1 minimum weekdays; $1.50. 
minimum Saturdays. 





Annual visit by the Dorothy | 
Franey ice revue turns the Terrace} 
Grill of the Muehlebach from its 
customary dine and dance operation 
to semi-club setup for next five) 
weeks, unusually long booking here. | 
Grill continues on its $1 minimum) 
week days and $1.50 minimum Satur- | 
days, with three shows daily. Danc- | 
ing is provided between shows by | 
covering the ice with a_ sectioned 
floor, and music for this, as well as 
the show, is furnished by the Cafe 
Society orchestra, a local group 
headed by Ben Rothstein. 

As previcusly, Miss Franey brings 
a capable troupe of skaters to fur- 
nish a 45-minute show on the tiny 
floor. This certainly makes the 
show novel and unique, but the 
sweep and glide expected from ice 
skating is all but lost in such con- 
finement. Drawing power of the 
show is less confined, however, and 
the Grill biz speaks well for the ice 
show. 

Don Condon opens with a stilt- 
skate number, followed by Misses 
Fonger, Gruber, Miller and Boh- 
land as a line. Miss Franey has her 
opening niche to exhibit a few fancy 
turns, and Harry Douglas follows 
in a barrel-jumping spree. A Dutch 


into a finale involving the complete 
company in a patriotic theme. Show 
is well costumed and all members 


the small rink. As a spectacle ex- 
pected of an ice show, it 
hold up, but as a novelty attraction 
for an intimate room such as this 
show fits neatly. 

Rothstein has brought his band in 
for the duration of the ice show, and 
is airing nightly via WDAF, It’s 
standard music and fulfilling the re- 
quirements of dancers between the 
ice shows, Quin. 





(Park Central Hotel) 


| _The Yacht Club Boys (4), Glover 
|\& La Mae, Bunny 
| McKenna Ensemble (9), Buddy 
| Clarke Orch; $1 to $3 minimum. 
| The big news is that the Yacht 
|Ciub Boys are again headlining the 
new show, being their first night club 
date in about five years. Two new 
additions to the comedy warbling 
foursome, Rodney McLennon and 
Billy Dwyer, are solid fits and work 
like oldtimers with George Kelly 
and Charlie Adler, remaining pair 
from the old Yacht Club combo. 
Tipoff on the draw of the Yacht 





round excellence of this lineup 


strength. Bill Robbins has whipped 
‘Hitting a New High, with the 
Booth McKenna-trained line of nine 
clicking in three numbers. First is 
one of those phosphorescent devil- 
dancer affairs. Next two are the 
bell-ringers, one being a _ sword 
dance, with the femmes in Grecian 
garb, and the other a tropical num- 
ber with the gals swinging the 
rhumba. It’s possibly the most at- 
tractive array of comely youngsters 
ever presented here, with every one 
a dancer 

Glover and La Mae, ballroomolo- 


ceit, midway, about tops. Rhumba- 
samba affair also registered well. 
Bunny Howard, comedienne- 
singer, holdover from the May show, 
continues plenty clickeroo with her 
soft-toned warbling. ‘I Like It, How 





that if it’s good and loud the cus- | 
tomers will think the joint is jump-| 


out of the place or to drink—and | 


| Cry,’ a medley of Parisian tunes and 


| Johnny 


prove faultless on the blades despite | 


doesn’t | 


Howard, Boots | 


Club Boys (New Acts) and the all-| 


is | 


up what he dubs a new edition of | 


4 


Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Arnaut Bros. & Nel'ie, Midred 

‘Wacky’ Wayne, Jean Mode, The 
Golden Pair, Leo Fuld, Bobby Tables, 
; Caesar & Rosita, Olympics, Johnny 
| Morgan, Line (10), Lou Martin Orch 
(6); $3.50 minimum. 
(Davis) on a three- 
week vacation, the customers are 
being made content by a solid 
minutes built around nine acts and 
a line. Pard_ Leon (Enken) 
| done a good booking job. 

The Olympics, a standard roller- 
skating act open the show, give way tu 
|Caesar & Rosita, whose Latin rou- 
| tines have been seen at La Conga 
and the Havana-Madrid. They're 
followecd by Bobby Tables (New 

cts), a sepia stepper with a good 
novelty act and a flash finish where- 
in he carries a table and three chairs 
off in his molars. Leo Fuld does a 
fair job with a prop accent and 
‘When a Gypsy Makes His Violin 


| 
| 
| 





With Eddie 


‘My Dresm of Holland’ which he 
pipes in his native Dutch lingo; his | 
tricks and gestures pad out a voice 
that has lost its fine edge but is still 
an acience pleaser. The Golden 
Pair (New Acts) are on next with a 
fine smooth working acro-balancing | 
act that is done in slow motion.| 
Morgan, a good, average, 
hard working m.c. gets in some} 
|comedy patter and impersonations | 
and makes way for Jean Mode, a 
stripper, who’s burley routine has 
been revamped and polished until it 
|faintly resembles the classic in- 
|terpretive posturings of Florence 
Denishewn. Mildred ‘Wacky’ Wayne 
(New Acts) a boisterous hoyden, out 
of Chicago, is on next to closing with 
|an ad lib stvle that is best described 
as screwhba!'l comedy. The Arnaut 
|Bros. ard Nellie (5) wrap up the} 
| proceedings in true headline fashion | 
| with their famous bird-talk routine. 
| The line work is routine and lim- 
|ited to en opening, brightly cos- | 
i'tumed production number during! 

Dutch song and the finale, 














| Fuld’s 


i cacao 


LYNCH’S, PHILLY 


(WALTON HOTEL) 


| 
| 
} 





| Kruger in these parts, and judging 
|by the way a packed house 
|Lynch’s Walton Roof went for this 
bouncing swing-singer, she stayed 
|} away much too long. 

A human bundle of Vitamin-B is 
this good-looking brunet with lots of 
voice and personality. When re- 
viewed, she had to give with seven 
numbers before the customers would 
allow her to call it quits. Included 
were ‘Jingle Jangle,’ ‘Somebody Tak- 
ing My Place,’ ‘Honeysuckie Rose,’ 
|*You’re in God’s Country,’ ‘Rhum- 
boogie’ and ‘Summertime.’ 

Earl and Josephine Leach, long- 
|\time faves among Philly’s cafe set, 


at 


are back with several new numbers | 
ter ps 


to their 
repertoire 
package } 
jitterbug 
score. 

| The dancing Andr12w Sisters, 
|couple of attractive blondes 
plenty on the hoof, are also pleas- 
ers. Show is piloted by Don 
Richards, a husky, good-looking 
juvenile with an excellent baritone. 
| Richards 
| takes care of both his m.c. and vocal 
|chores handily. He leads off with a 
|patriotic combo of service corps 
tunes, tapers off with ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ 
and a medley of Vincent Youmans 


already excellent 
Best in their hoofology 
their Hawaiian dance. 


and conga routine also 


songs, winding up with the stirring | 


‘This Is Worth Fighting For.’ 
The Glamour Girls has been aug- 


that the Grove had its best opening| mented by several new eye-filling 
in four years Wednesday (29) night.| dolls and_ they’re routined and 

This show plays lots better than | costumed nicely. Eddie DeLuca's 
it reads. Besides the male quar-/| capable octet of musicians provides 
tet, it leans heavily on production |the music for the show and dansa- 


} pation. 

Rose Gallo and her piano-vocals 
fill in lulls while Helene Heath en- 
tertains in the cocktail lounge at the 
midget piano 

House was jammed to capacity 
(600) Saturday night, with many 
|! Army and Navy officers and Gov- 
/ernment workers in evidence. Shal. 





Satire Room, Boston 
(HOTEL FENSGATE) 





Boston, July 31. 
Elsie Houston, Nora Sheridan an 


| 


ists, score easily with four dif- | ker, Neil 
rent dances. Whirling is matured poe & oc aa 
in most of them, with the waltz con- | i Tae 





| Off Boston’s well beaten track 
‘the engagement at the‘Hotel Fens- 
gate’s Satire Room of Elsie Houston, 
| Brazilian novelty vocalist. The 
|smart clientele seemingly doesn't 


‘and ‘Chi, Chi Casten- | quite know t 
eo an har winners. She's also | her songs. it geen ae eee 
all to the good leading the Latin- | She doesn t ogg — a a 
esque finale to the show. On ‘I Like | five brief tunes oO : B yo oe 
‘It,’ Howard lass scores by singing }t ; peal although one of : am, | eaneee 
| Virgi i irl style with a broad |chant done in candle igh |. nS 

a o rise However. she manages to &¢ 
southern accent. on uhich | the ‘ed into her tent through he! 
, Rreamnye eee and ‘lor dancing tent personality. Her : mE “wy 
solid. rae x yh CEE Wear. good ough for ‘a Sohg, Dut she re- 
ra) 8 
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grettably doesn’t use it. She's in for 

a probable month and may catch on, 
being well handled by Arki-Yaven- 
sonne, the room’s mgr. 


Nora Sheridan's risque songs are! 


| still a popular feature of the Satire 
'Room although they’re nothing ex- 
ceptional. 
by Alan Jones, who writes the dit- 
ties. Harry Baker does a turn at 
parlor tricks and Neil Phillips keeps 
the piano going. (It’s Miss Hous- 
ton’s show, but the place’s atmos- 


She’s assisted at the piano | 


57 
RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Jane Deering, Milskaya, Ray Enge 
lish, Walton & O'Rourke, Lawrence 
Andrini’s Continentals (5) with Nilda 
|Ramos, Carmen Cavallaro’s Orch 
(12), Harris Ashburn emcee, Dr. 
| Sydney Ross; $1 and $2 cover, $3 
dinner up. 











John Roy has booked a neat show 
|for all tastes into the Rainbow Room, 


has | 








Chuck Jacobson and Ralph Berger 





phere, and river breeze location are |ideal for hot weather divertissement 
eas ear a obtain generally. Sometimes the 
a Rockefeller nitery’s managing direc- 
LATIN QUARTER, CHI ‘or is inclined a bit to the aesthetic 
ay esi |mentation with something different 
: Chicago, July 31. (for nocturnal cafe fare, he achieves 
Vincent Bragale Orch., Joe Nor- \curprisingly novel results—and some 
van, Harry Stevens, 3 Guesses, Bru- Anyway, this show is a ha 
eS : 3 4 : ppy 
cetta, Kay Paige’s Six Latin Love- blend for popular consumption. Jane 
lies, 6 American Tip-Tops; no mini- | Deering (New Acts) opens, a fetch- 
nod to the RR, having been part- 
; : nered last season with Jose Fernan- 
struck a new — in presenting dez. Then Milskaya (New Acts), 
ant in the heart of the Loop. the Room. Ray English (also New 
Bright, colorful, leather - and -|Acts) is a strong potential as a low 
chrome, second-floor rendezvous fea-|dancing comedian who, if fortified 
elevated stage and dance floor and |punctuate his falls, could go impor- 
an arrangement of royal boxes.) tant places. 
Popular prices, no minimum and no | Paul Walton and Michael O’Rourke 


still the stars) Elie. and of a light calibre which should 
and, because of his daring in experi- 

man Orch, Patricia Ford, Lee Sulli-| times he doesn’t. 

mum or cover. jing, elfin personality, not altogether 

Lati:. Quarter, ‘first theatre-restaur-|who has improved since her debut at 

tures two circular cocktail bars, an|with some choicer small talk, to 

cover charge prevail. jare returners with their marionettes, 








a| 
with | 


has plenty of poise and | 


iS 
' 


what to make of her or | plenty of bravos. 


Dance music is continuous with |doing a new routine in their ‘Birth 


two good orchestras, one straight, 
one rhumba, both embellished by 
vocalists. There are three floor 
shows nightly, with a matinee every 
Saturday. 

Outstanding aspect of the club is) 
its bright newness and the obvious 
money spent on appurtenances. 
Mirrored pillars, beige leather acces- 
sories and elevated tables are assets 


of this combination of night club| 


and cocktail bar so popular in the | 
Loop vicinity. 

Lee Sullivan, last seen in the 
Georgie Jessel show, ‘High Kickers,’ 
is a pleasant-voiced singing m.c. The 
Three Guesses, mimics, do fine in- 
terpretations of Abbott and Costello, 


|his 


of Swing,’ with Ted Royal as able 
aide on the primitive percussion ar- 
rangements. The puppeteers carry 
out their evolution of swing in an in- 
telligent, showmanly manner, after 
first reprising ‘Lazybones,’ one of 
their yester-season marionette cre- 
ations, 

Newcomer rhumba band is Law- 
rence Andrini’s Continentals, with 
Nilda Ramos vocaiizing, and holding 
over again is Carmen Cavallaro and 
orchestra. The Eddy Duchin 
analogy was apparent when Caval- 
laro first came to attention out of 
Washington, and now with Lieut. 
Duchin (Senior Grade) in the Navy 





Jerry Colonna, Hitler, Raymond 


Oliver, 


costume number is run off by Ger-| Philadelphia, Aug. 1. | Brucetta is a neat little contor- 
; trude Gruber and Shirley Fonger.| Jerri Kruger, Don Richards, Earl | tionist. Six American Tip-Tops, 
and Condon is back in an adagio|and Josephine Leach, Andrew Sis-| youthful acrobats, also got a good 
|turn with Miss Bohland as part-|ters, Glamour Girls (14), Helene} hand. ae 

ner. Douglas has a turn as|Heath, Rose Gallo, Eddie DéLuca Pleasant and ingratiating, Harry 
a pratt-falling comic, and Miss|Orch (8): no cover or minimum;| Stevens sings familiar lines, accom- 
Franey then solos as a_ sailor- | dinners $1.50 and up. panying himself on the mandolin. 
ette, probably best of her three} — | Stevens attempts to get the audience 
routines. Sailorette number leads | It’s long time no see for Jerri|into singing with him and achieves 


me measure of intimacy. 

Six Latin Lovelies are a sextet of 
| showgirl lookers particularly en- 
{hanced by stunning costumes. 

| atin Quarter should prove once 
and for all, whether Chicagoans will 
go for a smart, attractive Loop nite 
| spot that is geared to popular enter- 
| tainment and limited pocketbooks. If 
ithe opening night crowd is any 
|eriterion, this will be an eminently 
successful venture. Loop. 


| so 
|s 


| BLUE ROOM, N. O. 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Aug. 1. 
Herbie Kay Orch (10), Laurette & 
Clymas, Faludy Troupe, Lorraine 
Daly, Ben Yost’s Co-Eds, Ben Pur- 
nell, Maria Louise Lopez; $1.50-$2 
minimum Saturdays and Sundays. 


| 
| 


| 





In the town’s swankiest nitery, 
where guest dancing and enterte’n- 
ment is as much a concern as tae 
food served, Herbie Kay’s orchestra 
fits in nicely. 

The band reveals itself as a smooth. 
\listenable outfit for hoofing 
show. This is the tall maestro’s first 
|appearance here in 10 years. Com- 
prising three saxes, four brasses, 
piano, bass and drums, the outfit 
leaves nothing to be desired in the 
way of sweet or swing tunes. The 
| genial leader knows the dramatic 
value of muted trumpets and sweet- 
toned moments while playing for 
dancing. Arrangements that reflect 
present-day jive tendencies are also 
adeptly handled. ' 

The show runs around 45 minutes, 
and it’s good solid entertainment. 
Laurette and Clymas move smartly 
in several ballroom turns and click 
solidly. They encore with an Apache 
routine that got them plenty of ad- 
ditional palm-pounding, and they 
lhad to beg off opening night 
| The Faludy Troupe of six acrobats 
lseored strongly in their teeter-board 
lsomersault act. The Ben Yost Co- 
| Eds are a quartet of gals who know 
how to make the most of their pipes 
‘and figures. They missed the dinner 
lshow when the trunk with their 
‘costumes and music was routed else- 
where. Lorraine Daly, singer with 
ithe Kay aggregation, gets her share 
lof the applause for several hit par- 
lade tunes, as did Ben Purnell, who 
contributed ‘Dear Mom’ and ‘This Is 
| Worth Fighting For.’ 
The below-the-border 


touch is 


'added to the show by Maria Louise | 
‘Lopez, whose Latin tunes garnered | 
She makes up for | 


‘her lack of English knowledge by 
'whistling, winking and flirting with 
ithe ringsiders, who seemed to like it 
enough to. bring her back for several 
encores. Knows how. to sell herself 

Kav does a good job of m.c.ing the 
ih 


R 


dif 


bot 


cc. 


at 


L 


ym filled 
Aer and § 


to capacity 
} ire 


upper : hnows. 


Gram Swing, the femme member of | 
| the trio offerin 


and | 


this just about leaves that pianistic- 
maestro style wide open for C. C. 


|He has since acquired more ease and 


8 Hepburn, Edna Mae |poise and may, in time, be able to 
Bette Davis and many more, | emcee 


| with prevision and skill. 


the proceedings, although 
Harris Ashburn, of the dancing Ash- 
|buris from the adjacent Rainbow 
‘Grill, still does a suave and compe- 
tent compere chore. Abel. 


HAPPY HOUR, MPLS. 





Minneapolis, Aug. 10. 
International Sweethearts All-Girl 
| Orch (15) with Anna Mae Wenburn, 
|Grayce Bayron, Jean Serrin, Jessie 
Stone, Judy Bayron, Margery Petti- 
ford, Roxanne Lucas and Miriam 
Carter; no cover of minimum. 





| This all-gal orchestra’ includes 
|Negro, Chinese, Filipino and Ha- 
| walians and, as such, affords consid- 
lerable of a novelty. There’s plenty 
of musical ant other talent in evi- 
idence among them. Playing for 
|dancing and also providing a floor 
\show, they come through nice'y, 
especially for jive devotees, and have 
no difficulty in following in the foot- 
steps of Fletcher Henderson, Carlos 
Moiina and Ace Brigode at this 
justly popular nitery where, sans 
cover or minimum charges, the cus- 
[tomer can have much fun for a com- 
jparatively small expenditure. 

It’s a loud aggregation comorising 
six brass, four reed and four rhythm. 
Their musical effusions are of ‘the 
sort calculated to make listeners, as 
well as dancers, swing and sway and 
tap the feet. 

Anna Mae Wenburn, the leader. is 
an attractive sepian with a slim, 
well-proportioned figure and much 
personality. She does plenty of wig- 
gling along with a bit of stepping 
while twirling the baton. The floor 
show portion comprises some dane- 
ing along with novelty band numbers 
which call for occasional solo work. 


Dance and show contributions 
brought forth an enthusiastic re- 
sponse. 

There are only occasional lapses 


into the sweet, and most of the time 
the girls keep time with their bea 


les 
or clap their hands to the jive. Sev- 
eral, apparently unable to restrain 
themselves, jump up from their 
chairs and give vent to their 


rhythmic afflictions in various body 
gyrations. They also burst forth into 
song at times. 
| Among those featured in musical 
ispecialties are Margery Pettiford, alto 
isax: Roxanne Lucas, guitar; Jean 
Serrin, vibra harp, and Gracye Bay- 
ron, tenor stax. Husky-voiced Jessie 
Stone, principal vocalist, does much 
lwith ‘Idaho” Miss Wenburn also 
talks through several songs. Gracye 
and Judy Bayron double from the 
{band for a military dance routine and 
ithe former goes in for some grinds 
and torso twisting during a hot solo 
|dance. A swing sax sextet burns up 
: ‘Gabriel.’ 

Room completely filled for opening 
midnight show. Rees. 





Supporting Gracie Fields, who 
‘opened last night (10) at Ben Riley’s 
Lake House, Saratoga Springs, are 
Sammy Walsh, emcee; Chapelle and 
Hannon. ballroom dancers; Robinson 
Twins. tappers: Eddie Farley's orch 
and Peter Rotunda’s Rhythms. 
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Cooler Weather, Hotter B.0. for Bway; 
‘Jupiter’, Fun’, Each Fine $27,000 





‘LEGIT-HUNGRY FRISCO 
GIVES ‘CLAUDIA’ $16,000 


San Francisco, Aug. 11. 
Play-hungry San Franciscans, with 
war-boom dollars in their pockets, 





, turned out in a big way for ira pen] 
' Payer ‘ ial which opened at the Geary last week. 
aes? pines a? ween - MEMPHIS ENDS 5-WEEK ‘Show Time’ continued its strong 
fairly cool weather. Result was con- ace at the Curran 
siderably better business all along P : , 
the line for N. Y. legits. Matinees RUN WITH AG PROFIT Estimates for Last Week 


were especially strong, indicating a 
jump in visitor volume. Monday 
(10) saw best business on that day 
for three months. 


Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

Angel Street, Golden (35th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). One of first shows to 
announce Labor Day matinees; one- 
setter picked up to better than $7,500. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(8lst week) (CD-838; $3.30). New 
cast, mostly that used on road last 
season, has had no adverse effect on 
boxoffice; run hit continues to fairly 
good business; around $10,000. 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (39th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Resumed after one 
week’s layoff to excellent attend- 
ance, with the gross in seven per- 
formances (no Monday show) around 
$11,000, or more; quite an improve- 
ment over previous pace. 

‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (10th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Sellout at midweek 
matinee even surprising to manage- 
ment; similar attendance Thursday 
night, with takings around $27,000 
close to capacity mark. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (49th week) 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). One of last sea- 
son’s hits exp<sted to play through 
fall; up somewhat and takings ap- 
proximated $10,500; playing three 
matinees, Monday nights out for 





Memphis,: Aug. 11. 

Memphis Open Air Theatre, musi- 
cal, wound up its five-week season 
Saturday night (8) with a $4,000 
profit on a $41,000 gross. Now in its 
fifth year, MOAT is still paying off 
$20,000 debt incurred in 1939. 

Operating under general man- 
agement of Joseph Cortese, organi- 
zation used N. Y. production staff, 
with Billy Holbrooke as producer- 
dance director, George Hirst as con- 
ductor-musical director, and Victor 
Morley as libretto director. Morley 
also took character leads. 

Total agtendance for the five 
weeks, with two performances 
rained out, was 57,677, as compared 
with 57,167 in 1941. Serious drop in 
out-of-town trade because of tire 
situation was more than overcome 
by increase in local population due 
to war plants. 


‘Eileen, Big $9,800, 
Ends 16-Wk. Hub Run 


Boston, Aug. 11. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ rang down at the 
Colonial on Saturday night after 10 
weeks (its second sesh in town for a 
summer. total of 18 weeks) and jostled the 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (143d jackpot for estimated big $9,800. 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Run leader |Show has been averaging about $8,000 
improved as much as any straight |all along and might have stayed prof- 
play and was quoted close to $11,400; |itably ali summer, but prior bookings 
will hold over into another new sea- | Prevented. 
son. Popular prices, an air-conditioned 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (M-1,450: theatre and a town bursting its but- 
$4.40). Will relight next Monday |tens with amusement-hungry crowds 
(17); laying off one month after com- |@ll helped the b.o. 
pleting 38 weeks. | 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Beck (85th 
week) (CD-1,214; $1.65). Holding to | 
accelerated pace that accompanied | 
switch of theatres and halving of top 
price; again rated around $10,000. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (36th 
week) (CD-1,519; $4.40). Probably 
jumped more than any other show 
in town and estimated around $27,000 














Strawhat Reviews 





The Rich Get Richer 


Scarsdale, N. Y., Aug. 5. 








4 : Comedy in three acts by Mary Hall. Wea- 
mark; engagement extends into fall |tures Blizabeth Patterson, William Harri- 
period. gan, Nedda Harrigan. Directed by Felix 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (7th Jacoves; seiting by Elwell. Presented foi 

Pe : ’ ee ee Gilbert Miller and Ralph McBane by ihe 
week) (R-991; $4.40). Building UP €@/Olneys at the Scarsdale theatre, Scarsdale, 
rep that should keep it in demand |N. Y., Aug. 4, '42. 
even when new musicals arrive; | Monty Montgomery....... Kenneth Tobey 
more than $24,000, which is over ca- |Anmmie.........sseeces .- Suzanne Jackson 
pacity. [Clara Draper.:...ceccrccees: Nedda Harrigan 

—4. {Liz re jy elizabet) *atterson 

‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (4th week) ree tyes SEG * epost oe = 
(M-3,000; $1.65). Primed for a clean | Archibaid Draper....... William Harrigan 
up; close to capacity all perform- | lush. Draper.......+-.... Richard Clark 
ances; at midweek matinee there Dinky Higgins. ........Floren e Sundstrom 

slike a sé: z Sam IBRiINS...eereve....George Mathews 
334000 90 standees; rated around |Gcorge Basseit.............. E. G. Marshall 

‘ . , . ene oem 
alert ares (1lth| There are a few good farce mo- 

~4, ; $3.30). Geared to !ments in ‘The Rich Get Richer.’ As 


operate at comparatively 


season; probably moving to more in 


week. 
Added 
‘This Is the Army, 
week) (R-1,942; $4.40). 
soldier show from selling 


out anc 


takings were again $47,600: another 
two weeks after this but there may 


be another extension. 


moderate 
grosses; intention is to stick into new 


n- |fusing and pretty much a bore 
timate house; approached $8,000 last wg afar 


\a satire on the current socio-economic 
iscene, the play is heavy-handed, con- 
The 
‘only time that the thing comes to life 
is when the characters go through 
ithe antics of a Park Ave. version of 


’ Broadway (5th |‘You Can’t Take It With You.’ That’s 
Even Sun-/jin the 1 
day’s (9) downpour did not prevent | What fo 


atter part of the second act. 


llows is just about as dull as 


t 


up to that sock interlude in the sec- 
\ond act. 


| Mary Hall, the author, has obvi- 


‘ ’ ae , ~ » - a . 

aaa The at ~ ously been saturated with the writ- 

65 “ ~-1,02U; |ings of Westbrook Pegle S 
6: ‘ > “? 2 } ; Vv eS egier. he 
a at mage = 30 keep repeat even mentions him in the dialog, 
pail S in oO n¢ W season; making using him as a sort of medieval exor- 
gmail up last week; $7,500, or | cism. A labor leader is made to 
‘ jtremble with fright when the cor- 


Revivals 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic 
week) (M-1,774: $2.75). 
around $14,073: 


management 
on better m 


oney on road 


figure 
. and wil 
start tour late in September. 


: : where the latter have no choice but |#"M0uncing the closing of the straw- | 
‘The Merry W »9 Carneo} ‘ ape - SUES Me is. : taba 
(M2 +. oh A ye red Carnegie Hall |to turn the management of their fawen playhouse Saturday (8) for two | 
} ee yt ATA a gpd hy eek plants ove! to the employees. An- | weeks. 
vivals here: e tims ted ‘ a $18. other target of Miss Hall’s jag-jab- Management asserted that rather 
aly , ; ( ateaq aro - ; Sf ic Blo: . - D a eel 
000; ‘The New Moon’ . t Th Sk oll bing is Eleanor Roosevelt. The sub-|than accept two fill-in weeks with 
(18) ew moon’ next fuesday | ject may be dated humor, but it oc-|so-so attractions, it was figured 
, cupies much of the chatter in the] wiser to st . - 
‘ -Rev 4 7 iser to shutter the 2 a 
‘Prioritie beg ety Si 904 first act. ! season until play Pray mn hein 
week) (1,347: $2.20) 46th St. (20th Miss Hall's gallery of characters | peg, iil Plays already skedded 
‘ “| { 4 4 $2.20). Slated for the swings from the ‘caricaturish to | -°°*™® available. 
°O « su etal reeks: hil- »] ; : ~ ¥ ® ene 7 5 
pens 1 hv enleee lphia 'acutely clever definition. Her smart- a 
4 woe 2 a : . TT: . ac 
around $2,000 sith $e a er; UP jest piece of creation is Dinky Hig- Mass, Strawhat’s Record 
$16,000... with indicated pace (gins, the labor leader’s blonde cutie Springfield, Mass., Aug. 11. 





‘LADIES,’ 136, ‘EILEEN,’ 


$6,500, BRISK IN CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 11. 


Last week the town’s two shows 


Atinued healthy at the b.o., 
¢ pod Night Ladies’ remaining ir 
lead and still a big profit-maker 

Estimates for Last Week 
‘Good Night Ladies,’ 
week) (1,200; $2.75). 


( Rollin 
{i week. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris 


weék) (1,000; $1.65). Pop-priced rur 
Foageins profitable, coming through | 
with another $6,500. 


(29th 


Gross again 


t along to great trade at $13,000 | leade 


nered victim threatens to ‘tell West- 


brook Pegler about it.’ According 
to Miss Hall’s script, labor leaders | 
1 are racketeers. Unions, she contends, 


are pressing employers to the point 


'with social-climbing ambitions. Flor- 
ence Sundstrom wraps plenty of 
‘warmth and talent about this fig- 
jment. The other highlighted figures 
jin the gallery are Archibald Draper, 
;once proud head of his own plant, 
|but now merely a pawn for labor 
jleaders; his wife, Clara, who gets a 
yen for operating her own restaurant 
jon Broadway; his daughter, Angelica, 
who adds to the frenzied doings of 


with |the second act by promoting a phoney 
1 the jcharity ball; his spinster sister, Liz 


Draper, who worries herself between 
investments and getting a first-aid 


Blackstone | Course diploma, and his son, Hugh, | 


|who shies from antagonizing labor 


rs. 
| Elizabeth 


Patterson, character 


(12th (player from films, isn’t given much 


, of a chance in the role of the spinster 
isister. Whatever laughs come from 
(Continued on page 60) 


the dialog and business which leads | 


‘Claudia,’ Geary (1,500; $2.75) —Big 
$16,000 for the first week, with indi- 
cations it may get better still. 

‘Show Time,’ Curran (4th wk) (1,- 
-774; $2.20 weekdays, $2.75 Saturday 
and Sunday)—This vaudeville revue 
got terrific $19,000 for fourth session. 


‘Oz’ Opens OK 
In St.L.; Big 476 
For Roberta 


St. Louis, Aug. 11. 

‘The Wizard of Oz,’ based on L. 
Frank Baum’s story published in 
1900, began a one-week stand in the 
Municipal Theatre Assn’s Alfresco 
theatre in Forest Park last night 
(Monday). Swell temperature lured 
out an opening night mob of 10,600 
that grossed an estimated $4,500, 
Lead roles are capably handled by 
Evelyn Wyckoff, Lee Dixon, Donald 
Burr and Edmund Dorsey. In sup- 
port are Patricia Bowman, Helen 
Raymond, John Cherry, Alex Rotov, 
Ruth Urban, Frederic Persson, Al 
Downing and Christine Forsythe. 
A. Robins and Miss Forsythe, lanky 
acro-tap terpster, were solid scores 
in their routines, and Edmund Dor- 











sey, portly comedian, also was a 
click. Ali are making initial bows 
here. Thirty-six talented kiddics, 


none more than 12 years old, con- 
stitute a warbling and terpsing ag- 
gregation as an extra added attrac- 
t10n, 

Jerome Kern's ‘Roberta’ wound up 
its third one-week stand Sunday (9) 
with take of approximately $47,000, 
the best gross of the current season. 





Army-Navy Relief 
St. Louis, Aug. 11. 
Execs of the Municipal Theatre 
Assn., which sponsors alfresco en- 


tertainment in the Forest Park play- 
house, will donate the entire pro- 
ceeds of the performance of ‘Show 
Boat’ Monday (24) to the Army and 
Navy Relief funds. Concessionaires, 
tooters, grippers, performers, and all 
employees of the outdoor enterprise 
have been solicited to donate their 
evening’s earnings. The perform- 
ance is on the regular sked, being the 
of the second week of ‘Show 
which will close the 12-week 











Start 
Boat,’ 
season. 

A huge bally has been started to 
attract a record audience. More than 
11,000 persons can be accommodated 
in chairs and on the lawns svrround- 
| ing. Scale will be the regular 25c to 
| $2.20. Cast of ‘Show Boat’ includes 
;Norma Terris, Jed Prouty, Gladys 
Baxter, Kenneth Spencer, Sammy 
White, Vicki Cummings, Helen Ray- 
mond and Minto Cato. 


Maplewoed’s Two-Wk. Closing 

Maplewood, N. J., Aug. 11. 
Booking snarls, plus a shortage of 
star material and first-rate plays, 
|; were cited by Cheryl Crawford, op- 
erator of the Maplewood theatre, in 





In spite of gas and tire curtail- 
;ments, The Valley Players, now half- 
|way through their second sum- 
;mer at the Mountain Park Casino, 
Holyoke, are breaking all records 
for that theatre. 

The only legitimate company 

operating this summer in Western 
| Massachusetts, \The Valley Players 
}are selling the 1,000-seat house out 
| well in advance. 
Figures released today by Carlton 
|Guild, business manager, show that 
| for the first five weeks of a 10-week 
season, 17,980 patrons paid a gross of 
$9,969. This compares with a patron- 
age of 12,583 and a $6,355 gross for 
ithe same period last year. Total 
}advance for half of season, which in- 
lcludes period of permanent gas 
i (Continued on page 60) 








Inside Stuff—Legit 4 


S. Jay Kaufman says he could have stayed on as press agent for the 
stock Playhouse, Providence, and still has a percentage of the profits par- 
ticipation. However, the disagreement between the Assn. of Theatrical 
Agents & Managers and A. Edward Goldberg over Kaufman's evident 
letout remains unsettled. Goldberg claims the steck has been taken 
over by Ralph Snyder, who operates the Playhouse with films during 
the balance of the year. Guarantee for actors salaries was deposited with 
Equity by Goldberg. who is therefore liable for the players pay. ATAM 
has asked Snyder and Goldberg about it, also the status of the manage- 
ment’s agreement to engage two of its members as long as stock is 
presehted. Idea of cutting expenses is the reason for the front of the 
house mixup. Jerry Cohen, who was company and house manager, quit 
soon after Kaufman walked. 

ATAM regulations for stock outfits calls for the yse of a press agent 
and a combined company and house manager, pay to be $90 weekly, 
If the gross exceeds $3,000, however, they are supposed to recei.e $110 








Interesting announcement made last week to the effect that Norman 

Bel Geddes, Max Reinhardt, Eddie Dowling and Richard Myeys have 
formed a new managerial combination. Latter is a socialite showman 
formerly associated with Richard Aldrich, who is a lieutenant commander 
in the Navy. New oufit has top technical people. Geddes is widely known 
as a scenic designer, as is Reinhardt in the directional field, and Dowling 
as an actor and caster. 
- Several years ago five playwrights combined as producers and started 
auspiciously, they being Robert E. Sherwood, Sidney Howard, Elmer Rice, 
Maxwell Anderson and E. N. Behrman. Howard was killed in an accident 
and last season Sherwood entered Government service. The activities 
of the company slowed down, but a dissolution report was incorrect. 
Playwrights are soon to start ‘The Pirate,’ adapted by Anderson, starring 
the Lunts, to be presented in association with the Theatre Guild. 

New production quartet is presently quartering in Geddes’ office. 
timated that downtown money will finance their projects. 


In- 





A not inconsiderable source of income to the Army Emergency Relief 
Fund in connection with ‘This Is The Army’ is the sale of- souvenir 
programs. If the volume of sales out of town approximate that at the 
Broadway, N. Y., the fund will get an unlooked for $25,000. Programs 
have been netting $1,000 weekly since the show opened. Al Greenstone, 
specialist in theatre souvenir booklets, is publishing one for the ‘Army’ 
and he readily complied with Irving Berlin’s request that all profits go 
to the fund. Program sells for 25c regularly, but when models are on 
the job as high as $1 is obtained. In addition, there is a regular house 
program of the show. ; 

Soldiers mostly are selling the souvenirs. There is a union of candy 
butchers, book sellers and checkroom attendants. Union head has been 
importuning Greenstone to ditch the soldiers and put members on the 
job. Publisher refused and early this week the union threatened to 
picket the ‘Army.’ 





The Richard Eichberg billed as ‘artistic supervisor’ of the Carnegie 
Hall (N.Y.) operetta revivals—first ‘Chocolate Soldier’ and then ‘Merry 
Widow’—is a onetime German legit actor. 

He directed 114 films and his Eichberg 
and developed such players as Lilian Harvey, Marta Eggert, Danielle 
Darrieux, Anna May Wong, Francis Lederer, Philip Dorn, Lee Perry, 
Mona Maris. Hans Albers, Bruno Kastner, Willy Fritsch, Alexander Gol- 
ling, Anton Walbrook, Kitty Jantzen, Muriel Angelus, Felix Bressart. 
Metro producer Joe Pasternak worked in his unit at one time also. 


Films, Berlin, discovered 





George M. Cohan was signally honored by his native state of Rhode 
Island Monday (3) last week, day being named after him by proclamation 
issued by Governor J. Howard McGrath. Celebration centered in Provi- 
dence, where a tablet was unveiled on the house in which was born. Date 
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the accepted date and is set fort 


Doodle Dandy.’ 


American Theatre Society and Th 
regular two-week stand, The Lunts 
under subscription auspices and it w 
a fortnight, opening in late Sept. 
some 50 or more colored actors for 
Eileen’ is coming in for two weeks 
Comedy has previously played here 
in Washington have passed the 6,000 


some time ago. 


a pressure of incoming 
take the house for operation. 


is 








various commentators have digressed on the matter, 





Shuberts did not give up the Belasco, N. Y., 
House opens Monday 
Firm did let the Hudson slide back to the banks an 
(48th Street), owned by the Joe Leblang estate. 

There appears to be a string to the Windsor 
shows during 


ave rise to some speculation as to whether it signified his natal day and 


although July 4 is 


h in the biographical film ‘Yankee 


Picture opened Friday (7) in Providence, with Warners 
officials present. Cohan, -who has been ill, was represented by Dennis F. 
O’Brien, long time friend and attorney. 


eatre Guild may make Washington a 
in ‘The Pirate’ will be the first show 
ill remain at the National Theatre for 


‘Pirate’ will have a large cast, including 


background atmosphere. ‘My Sister 
, opening Aug. 17, at popular prices. 
for three weeks. ATS subscriptions 
mark. 





although it was so intimated 

‘ i. ’ 
as the ‘Saroyan Showcase. 
d also the Windsor 


(17) 


ftansaction and, if there 


autumn, Shuberts may again 





| First two members of Equity to enlist in the WAAC, women's arm of 

l\the Army, are Elizabeth Stearns and Jo Tyler. They qualified for the 

| officers training division and were ordered to report at Des Moines, Ia 

Women’s auxiliary corps will be assigned to certain duties now handled 

by men, releasing the latter for combat service. 

| Mayita Montez, billed as the first ‘big time’ skater from Argentine, 

| will go on NBC shortwave beamed to South America early tonight (Wed ‘ 
She is one of the features in ‘Stars on Ice,’ Center, Radio City, and will 

| describe the rink revue in her native tongue 





Billie Burke’s ‘Vinegar’ 
Sweet $8,200 in Detroit 


Detroit, Aug. 11. 

Detroit’s summer season continued 
unabated last week, thanks to Henry 
Duffy’s one-man stand at the Lafay- 
ette here. Billie Burke, in ‘The Vine- 
gar Tree,’ rolled into its seventh 
week at the house, collecting an es- 
timated $8,200 at a $1.50 top, which 
is slightly better than the show did 
the previous week. Next week the 
Duffy presentation here will be Joe 
E. Brown in ‘The Show Off.’ 


‘Guest’ 9G in Newark 


Newark, Aug. 11. 
‘Guest in the House’ finished a six- 
day run at the Mosque Sunday (9) 
with an estimated $8,800 in the till, 
lowest gross since house opened a 
month ago, but still plenty potent. 
‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
| ‘Private Lives’ and ‘Watch on the 
Rhine’ are in the offing. 











GEO TI Ts 2 iste 


‘MARIETTA,’ OK $14,00 
IN L’VILLE DESPITE RAIN 


Louisville, Aug. 11. 

Victor Herbert’s ‘Naughty Mariet 
ta,’ which ran six nights ending Sun- 
day (9), ran into bad weather. Wed- 
nesday’s performance was rained out 


and balance of the week was ,hin- 
dered by  cloundy,' threatening 
weather. In spite of this, however, 
take for the week hit profitable 
$14,000. ; 
Joan Roberts, soprano, made a 
solid impression with the patrons. 
Bob Lawrence, Frank Hornaday, 
Billy Sully, Nina Olivette, Rolfe 
Sedan and Garron and Bennett, ada- 
gio team, also clicked. te 
‘Rose Marie,’ the Rudolph Frim! 
musical piece, is the bill for the sixt! 
and final week, which opened ye 
terday (Monday). 
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Equity, For First Time in 23 Years, 
Is Having a Squabble-Free Summer 


The most radical change of pace in 
“9 years is evidenced around Equity 
these dog days. Not since before the 
strie x 1919 have the internal af- 
fairs of the association been so much 
on the quiet: -very succeeding 
sumir*r © 2S witnessed some sort of 
agitaticr either within Equity or 
participated in by it. At the present 
time there are no indicated pending 
issues or disturbances. There have 


been few matters for disposal by the’ 


counc’! whose sessions have princi- 
pally veen routine. 

It seems iuat nothing has steamed 
up the actors of late, only explana- 
tion seemingly being the overshad- 
owing importance of the war. Right 
after Equity took on stature by win- 
ning the strike from the managers, 
it was engrossed with succeeding re- 
organizations of the managers, which 
followed the dissolution of the old 
Producing Managers Assn., with an- 
other strike averted in 1924. 

Thereafter followed Equity’s flop 
on the Coast of its picture strike and 
then such issues as control of casting 
agents; rigid alien actor regulations; 
an uprising of a younger group of 
then alleged radicals known as the 
Actors Forum; the reorganization of 
the Assoc’ .ed Actors and Artistes of 
America, which was immediately 
embroiled in the misstep of can- 
celling the franchise of the American 
Federation of Actors (vaudeville) 
and the near war with the stage- 
hands, who threatened to dominate 
show business. The vaude situation 
hasn’t been cleared up yet to the 
satisfaction of Equity and other tal- 
ent unions of the Four A’s. 

More recently the Red issue was 
the major agitation, heightened by 
the charges of a congressman that 
Equity’s council was controlled ky 
Communists or other radicals. Nor 
has that ever been proven or dis- 
proven, but in the light of events 
during the past year the Red issue 
seems to have evapcrated. 

However, last summer some of the 
outstanding members of council re- 
signed en masse, fearing that some 
supposed radicals elected to that 
body spelled trouble if not disaster 
for Equity. Their foreboding seems 
to have been groundless, for the as- 
sociation’s annual report showed it 
stronger financially than ever. 

When Equity gave up jurisdiction 
of pictures by recognizing and aiding 
the Screen Actors Guild, then relin- 
quishing radio (but not television), 
opera and concerts to other newly 
formed talent unions, criticism was 
voiced that the legit group was de- 
liberately weakening itself, which is 
not evident.ta,date 


LOUIS LOTITO NAMED 
ON WPB COMMITTEE 


Louis Lotito, general manager for 
the Martin Beck, N.Y., has been ap- 
pointed to the Industry Advisory 
Committee, a division of the War 
Production Board Committee on In- 
dustry, under Chris Dunphy, and 
has been asked to attend weekly 
meetings in Washington. Appoint- 
ment was announced by T. Spencer 
Shaw, director of the division, and 
Lotito is the sele member from the 
Broadway district. 

Committee has three problems to 
be considered, one being changing of 
theatre heating systems from fuel 
oil to coal. Another is that of repair 
and maintenance, the third being 
Salvaging of wornout parts, princi- 
Pally metal or wire. Points involved 
concern both legit and _ picture 
houses, 

Only Broadway theatre known to 
be using an oil burner heating sys- 
tem is the St. James. Some of the 
others have their own coal burning 
plants, while most others are serv- 
iced by the City Steam Corp. 

Several managers who went to 
Washington to attend the first hud- 
dle for the local Stage Door Canteen 
again conferred with Chris Dunphy 
Friday (7) at the War Industry 
Board quarters over production 
priorities. He again affirmed that 
if contractors, supply and accessory 
firms, filed priorities on materials 
which would be useg for new shows 
next season, it is reasonably sure 
that deliveries will be made, pro- 
vided the manufacturers have the 
S0cds on hand. When showmen 
previously huddled with Dunphy he 
explained that the shipment of all 

















Fitting the Fittest 





Barney Bowman, N. Y. 'egit 
boxoffice man, is in the army 
now, but assigned to the cavalry 
Only explanation of how he 
drew that trick was that, in an- 
swering a draft question as to 
his last occupation, Bowman 
wrote: ‘Selling tickets at the race 
track.’ He admits the only thing 
he knows about horses was the 
occasional peak he got as they 
parade to the post. 

However, he was temporarily 
shifted, being in the Broadway, 
N. Y., b.o., where ‘This Is the 
Army’ is cleaning up. 


ATAM Asks $25 
Salary Increases 
For All Brackets 


Association of Theatrical Agents 
and Managers union presented a new 
basic contract to the League of New 
York Theatres at a formal meeting 
Monday (10). It had been expected 
that a boost in salaries of company 
and house managers would be 
sought, but ATAM asks increases of 
$25 weekly in all classifications. 
Fact that in May the American Fed- 
eration of Labor recognized its juris- 
di*tion in all parts of the coumtry 
may explain the _ organization’s 
stance. 

In a letter to the league, touching 
on its national jurisdiction, ATAM 
explains it offers a new agreement 
aimed to simplify ambiguities and 
contradictions in the previous con- 
tract, and that the increased pay 
sought ties in with increased cost of 
living. However, the contract offered 
is a first draft, with the union evi- 
dently expecting counter proposals 
from the managers. 

Increases asked are house mana- 
gers from $100 to $125 weekly; com- 
pany managers in N. Y. from $100 
to $125; on the road, company man- 
agers from $125 to $150, and for mu- 
sical shows a boost from $150 to 
$175; press agents in N.Y. from $150 
ts $175, with associate agents $87.50 
instead of $75; if the same press 
agent represents the manager’s 
shows in addition to the specific 
show for which he is engaged, he 
shall receive $150 for each additional 
show. Agents for stock wotid’ get 
$100 weekly and for. repertory -the 
pay set is $200. Rates set forth are 
minimums, 

P.a.’s are to be paid at least one 
week to prepare press matter for 
first stand, which would be two 
weeks in advance of the opening 
date. Company managers are to be 
engaged at least two weeks prior to 
the opening date. League is also 
asked to be responsible for its mem- 
bers, to deposit a blanket bond for 
members not required to put up a 
bond with ATAM. Also asked that 
agents and managers are not to be 
laid off Christmas or Holy Weeks, 
even though show is idle. Also 
sought is jurisdiction of summer 
theatres. 

New agreement would be for one 
year, or up to the Saturday preced- 
ing Labor Day, 1943. Readjustment 
of pay scales hereafter to be made 
after notice by any succeeding May 1 
and negotiated by June 1. Next 
meeting of the mangaers and ATAM 
will be held Monday (17). 











Gertie Lawrence Big B.O. 


: Dennis, Mass., Aug. 11. 

Gertrude Lawrence, appearing at 
the Cape Playhouse last week, drew 
S.R.O. in ‘Fallen Angels,’ a Noel 
Coward comedy that was produced 
on Broadway in 1927, when it had a 
lean six-week engagament. Au- 
diences at the summer show shop in- 


cluded a big percentage of patrons | 


who came on bicycles. Gross ap- 
proximated $7,000. 

Miss Lawrence returns to New 
York next month to rehearse “Lady 
In The Dark,’ which opens its tour 


in Philadelphia Sept. 28. 





sency use of baggage and freight 
cars, and that the same applied t 


goods not vital to the war effort] touring shows. 
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EQUITY SUSPENDS ACTOR 
ON H’WOOD COMPLAINT 


Donald J. (Don) De Fore, a Coast 
actor, was last week suspended for 
a limited period by Equity after it 
had been advised by the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild that he was ruled off for 
60 days because of contract jumping. 
It was an unfortunate break for the 
actor, who was evidently peeved be- 
cause Warners had not renewed the 
option on his term contract. De 
Fore is Tuled off until Sept. 24. 


Warners had informed De Fore’s 
agent that the option on his contract, 
which guaranteed him 20 out of 26 
weeks in the studio, would not be 
picked up. At that time the con- 
tract had two weeks more to go. He 
accepted a job in ‘Sailor Beware,’ 
which had a two week stock date in 
Frisco. At that point he was advised 
to report on the Warners lot for a 
part is ‘Princess O’Rourke,’ now in 
the making, and it would have meant 
at least six weeks more picture 
work, but he passed it. 


Warners thereupon had to hire a 
replacement, getting $200 more 
weekly, or approximately $1,200 ad- 
ditional expense for ‘Princess.’ 
Complaint was. filed with SAG. 
Studio, however, asked that the case 
be delayed, not caring to force can- 
cellation of the ‘Sailor’ date and 
thereby prevent that cast from earn- 
ing their salaries, or cause the show 
management embarrassment and 
monetary loss. De Fore, who is un- 
derstood to have taken the stage job 
at small pay, is not known in the 
east. 


MOON, FLOP IN 
N. Y., CLICKS ON 
THE ROAD 


A flop on Broadway but a success 
out of town is the record of John 
Steinbeck’s “The Moon Is Down,’ 
since it was taken over by J. J. 
Leventhal from Oscar Serlin foliow- 
ing a disappointing engagement at 
the Beck, N. Y. Show had been pre- 
sented as a stock, but is now on a 
production basis, having been 
routed by the United Booking Office, 
with Washington the first stand out 
(current), Boston to follow. 

Most successful date played so far 
was Philadelphia, where ‘Moon’ 
grossed $20,000 in two weeks, excei- 
lent money at the scale for a show 
that now -cusis vonsiderabiy <iess toe 
operate than originally. Philly 
press was good and only in Balti- 
more were the reviews unfavorable. 
It is believed that had the play re- 
ceived a better press in N. Y. it 
might have gotten across. However, 
fat picture deal of $300,000 placed 
the show in the big profit division. 


‘Moor’ was over-touted prior to 
premiere, mostly because of the at- 
tention given it by book reviewers, 
who predicted a stage success. The- 
atre parties attracted by the wide 
circulation of the war novel kept the 
play version in the money for a few 
weeks, after which it steadily 
slipped Leventhal held it at the 
Beck for a week or two longer than 
|intended before putting it in his 
|rotary stock houses. 














When the management switches 
|there were 13 cast changes out of 
| the original total of 20 players. Ben 
| Krans restaged the drama and took 
a different slant, which eliminated 
|some of the weaknesses pointed out 
| by Broadway critics. Conrad Nagel 
{now heads the cast, only name 
| player engaged. Understood that he 
|is on a guarantee plus a percentage. 





‘Moon’ Bright in D. C. 
Washington, Aug. 11. 

| ‘The Moon Is Down’ opened here 
lat the National last night, with a 
1$1,.500 advance sale at $2.20 top, tak- 
| ings the first night approximating 
| $1,600. The John Steinbeck drama 
|drew a good press. 

An emergency sent stage manager 
Ben Kranz into the Mayor Orden 
part. 





LEW PARKER IN ‘HELL2’ 


Lew Parker has handed in his two 
| weeks’ notice to the USO-Camp 
| Shows’ ‘Hullabaloo’ unit. 

He’s pulling out to join the ‘Hellz- 








Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Strip fer Action’—Oscar Ser- 
lin, Russel Crouse, Howard 
Lindsay. 

‘Count Me In’—Shuberts, Hor- 
ace Schmidlapp, Richard Kra- 
kuer, Harry Kaufman. 

‘Janie’—Brock Pemberton, Co- 
lumbia Pictures. 

‘Acress the Board to Temor- 
row,’ ‘Talking to You’—William 
Saroyan. 

‘I Killec the Count’—Shuberts, 
Frank Carrington, Agnes Mor- 
gan. 

‘Let Freedom  Sing’—Youth 
Theatre, Inc. © 

‘The New 
Joseph _ S. 
Bartsch, 


Musical, Drama 
To Daniel Boone 
College Talent 


The idea proposed by Charles D. 
Coburn of looking to colleges for 
talenjyjs taking form, but somewhat 
different than he visualized. Two 
shows, one a musical, have been re- 
leased to the National Theatre Con- 
ference, which means they will be 
done in colieges and community 
theatres. The musical is ‘Hayfoot 
Strawfoot,’ by Otto Harbach, Oscar 
Hammerstein, II, and Jerome Kern, 
which was tried out four years ago 
by the St. Louis muny opera under 
the title of ‘Gentlemen Unafraid.’ 
The drama is ‘Eve of St. Mark’ by 
Maxwell Anderson, which, however, 
will also be regularly produced by 
the Playwrights. Last season Wili- 
liam Saroyan’s ‘Jim Dandy’ was a 
NTC attraction. 

‘Hayfoot,” described as a Civil 
War story with a West Point locale, 
will require the payment of rcyal- 
ties, percentage not yet determined. 
Explained that the fee «angle was 
felt required because the authors 
did not wish to unfairly compete 
with play agents who make amateur 
performances their avocation. Au- | 
thors will probably devote the roy- 
alties to establishing scholarships. 

Their objectives in turning the 
show over to the colleges is twofold, 
not only as a means of tryout but 
the expectation of developing young, 
fresh talent. Idea of turning ‘Hay- 
foe.’ over to the NTC was suggested 
by Steve Smith, of ASCAP, who has 
collegiate contacts through admin- 
istering the Nathan Burkan memor- 
ial scholarship. Harbach has done 
most of the script revision. 

There have been eight college ac- 
ceptances to present ‘Hayfoot’ and 
20 more are in sight. Figured there 
are 30 spots comparable to Broad- 
way in stage equipment where the 
show can be advantageously pre- | 
sented, and in a number of places | 
professional directors are on the job. | 
Colleges and directors named to do | 
‘Hayfoot’: University of California | 
at Los Angeles, Ralph Freud; Syra- | 
cuse, Sawyer Falk; Minnesota, C. | 





Moon’ (stock)— 
Tushinsky, - Hans 














Lowell Lees; Stanford, Hubert 
Heffner; Indiana, Lee Norvelle; 
Wayne (Detroit), Preston Scott; 


Bowling Green (Ohio), Upton Pal- 
mer; Scripps (California), Lee Pat- 
terson. 





Delmar Drops Show Plans; | 
Can’t Get USO Leave 


Harry Delmar’s plans to produce 
a Guy Bolton-Eddie Davis musical 
titled ‘Ankles Aweigh’ have been 
dropped due to conflict with his 
duties as production exec for USO- 
Camp Shows. 

Original plans for the  legiter 
hinged on Delmar’s getting a six- 
week leave of absence to produce 





the show. With Camp Shows figur- 
ing on a 35-unit production sched- 
ule for this fall, Delmar was unable 
to clear time off and had to cancel | 
his deal with the authors 





Arny Draft Toll on Legit Talent 
Presents Preblem to Producers 


Reclassification of manpower by 
the Army and the steady drain of 
young men are causing managers to 
use care in casting shows for the 
new season. Many actors in the 
craft age will be subject to call to 
the colors, especially those without 
dependents, and sudden withdrawals 
are likely to affect performances. Not 
a few shows lost younger key play- 
ers last season because of enlistment 
or draft call. 

Reports from Washington are to 
the effect that all single men of 40 
or less are shortly to be called for 
service. Those nearer the present 
age limit will be given army desk 
jobs releasing younger men now in 
those positions for combat duty. 
Actors somewhat older, who have 
been getting the brushoff from 
agents and managers in recent sea- 
sons, are now hopeful of landing in 
the new productions and the coming 
year or two may see a new heyday 
for legit a.k.s. 

A somewhat similar situation sud- 
denly cropped up when England 
went to war. It was quickly appar- 
ent that British actors then on the 
boards over there were subject to 
call and thereafter managers were 
careful not to engage players within 
the draft age. 

Another angle to the expected 
shortage of younger male talent is 
the proposal to present all-girl 
shows, two of which are mentioned. 
One is called ‘Femme-Mania,’ with 
players, orchestra and house staff all 
to be women. The other is ‘Moscow 
Belles, which may have a single 
male comic—over 40. 


PORGY 10 TOUR 
AFTER 36 WKS. 
ON BWAY 


Revival of ‘Porgy and Bess’ is in 
its final six weeks at the Majestic, 
N. Y., having been booked to open 
on the road in Rochester, N. Y., 
Sept. 28, with Buffalo and Cleveland 
to follow prior to an expected in- 
definite date in Chicago. ‘Porgy’ was 
one of Broadway’s surprises last 
season and the George Gershwin 
musical play lived up to expecta- 
tions by spanning the summer. It 
emanated from summer stock, hav- 
ing tried out at Maplewood, N. J., 
last fall. 








“Porgy will Rave played 3@ Wevere” 


on Broadway when its tour starts, as 
compared with 14 weeks when the 
colored cast show was originally 
presented at the Alvin, an engage- 
ment that cnded in the red. Nearly 
al; the road is virtually virgin ter- 
ritory for ‘Porgy’ and the operetta 
may span more than one season. 
One exception is Boston, where the 
show went after the Jersey showing 
and before coming to New York. 


BERLE IN ‘HAYSTACK’ 
TO PREEM XMAS EVE 


Harry Kaufman (Shuberts) will 
put ‘A Needle in the Haystack,’ star- 
ring Milton Berle, into rehearsal 
Nov. 1 for a Xmas eve preem on 
Broadway. It will mark Berle’s 
first Broadway legit since ‘See My 
Lawyer for George Abbott two 
years ago. Comedian has two more 
pictures, ‘Over My Dead Body’ and 
‘Margin for Error’ for 20th-Fox, 
which go into work a week apart, 
‘Body’ starts Aug. 17 and when that’s 
over Berle gets a week off before 
‘Error,’ wherein he will re-create 
the original Sam Levene role of the 
Jewish cop guarding the Nazi sym- 
pathizers. 

Phil Rapp, who authors the Max- 
well House radio show, is doing the 
book for ‘Haystack’; songs by Jimmy 
McHugh and Frank Loesser. It’s the 
latter’s first Broadway musical, 
heretofore writing chiefly for Para- 
mount filmusicals. Bob Alton will 
put on the dances, Howard Bay the 
scenery, Irene Sharaff the costum- 
ing. 

Joan Blondell, Reginald Gardiner 
and Ann Miller are featured cast 


prospects. 
Berle will draw $2,000 a week 
t 10% of the gross. 
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Strawhat 








The Rich Get Richer 


the part are almost wholly due to 
her talent for building up a bit of 
business. As the browbeaten cap- 
italist, William Harrigan seemed to 
be considerably off kilter most of the 
time. Nedda Harrigan filled the re- 
quirements of the dizzy wife per 
fectly, and Violet Barnard fashioned 
an easily recognizable facsimile of a 
debutante. Odec. 


THE DUENNA 


Princeton, N. J., Aug. 9. 

Revival of comic operetta in three 
(nine scenes) by Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
as adapted by Arthur Sircom., ; Music by 
Alfred Reynolds, Frederick Austin and An- 
tonio Lotti. Production supervised by Wil- 
liam Miles and John Ireys; dances staged 
by John Ireys; settings by Johannes Larsen; 
costumes supervised by Dorothy Willard. 
Presented by Richard Skinner in assocla~ 
tion with the Princeton Play goers, — 2 4 


| 


acts 


Continued from page 5% 


ijhead and Edna Best in the leading 





the McCarter theatre, Princeton, 
Aug. 8, '42. 

Cast: Charles Nicholson, John Ireys, 
Raymond Baine, Alfred Etchey erry, Andzia 
Kuzak, Dorothy Sands, Richard Temple, 
Barbara Ziegler, Tamara, Bettie Boyd, | 
Jimmy Savo, Russell Collins, Greer Mare- | 


others. 


chal, 





In spite of a charming production, 
Sheridan’s little operetta has a hard 
time bridging the years successfully. | 
Admirers of Jimmy Savo may find it 
a serviceable enough vehicle for his 
talents. but the humors of the lib- 
retto itself are pretty attenuated, and 
there is nothing in the musical score 
by Alfred Reynolds, Frederick Aus- 
tin and Antonio Lotti which could be 
called more than mildly agreeable. 

Although the author of ‘The 
School for Scandal’ penned some 
clever lyrics for ‘The Duenna, they 
are not always sung intelligbly by 
the present company, and perhaps 
because of something in the acous- 
tics of the McCarter theatre even the 
spoken dialog seems to come from 
quite a distance. The general effect 
of ‘The Duenna’ is of a rather slow- | 
moving, artificial romp which gives | 
limited opportunitfes for Savo’s| 
clowning. The fact that Savo him- | 
self favors pantomime and tends to 
make his points at a deliberate pace | 
also keeps the action from ever be- | 
coming very brisk. 

The sawed-off comedian is seen as 
Isaac Mendoza, a swarthy Portu- 





guese, who goes through elaborate | 


machinations to secure the hand of 
a wealthy Spanish senorita he has 
never seen. Only after he is mar- 
ried does he discover that the girl 
has been playing hide and seek with 
him and that he has mistakenly mar- 
ried her duenna instead. 

Dorothy Sands, in a hideous red 
wig and with alternate teeth blacked 
out, makes the duenna quite a fright, 
and sings and plays the role in fine 
style. Andzia Kuzak, as the young 
lady who evades Mendoza, is vocally 
and visually attractive, while Ta- 
mara, in the role of her friénd, Clara, 
also mixed up in a somewhat similar 
romantic situation, offers an equally 
ingratiating performance. At one 
point Tamara starts swinging a tune, 


lin the leading part originally played 


‘by brilliant low-comedy overacting 


Reviews 











FALLEN ANGELS 


Dennis, Mass., Aug. 5. 


by Noel Coward, 
ims Gertrude Lawrence Staged by Ar- 
thu: com setting by Eugene Fitsch. 
Presented at Cape playhouse, Dennis, Mass., 
Aug. 3, "42; $2.75 top 


Sterroll.. 


Comedy, in three acts, 
St 


Si 


Julia Gertrude Lawrence 


Whatever her capabilities as an ac- 
tress, Miss Williams wisely doesn’t 
attempt to equal Miss Lawrence's 
mugging, but plays a kind of pseudo- 
dignified souse. She's a looker who 
appeared on Broadway several sea- 
scas ago, but married and retired 
from the stage except for appear- 
ances as a regular member of the 
Cape playhouse company. Only other 
member of the present cast who has 
more than a bit is Cora Witherspoon, 
who effectively underplays the maid 
part. 





.Harry Ellerbe 
Saunders.. —sateeeawens Cora Witherspoon 
William Banbury..cecee- Richard Kendrick 
Jane Banbury -+.++--Murial Williams 
Maurice Duclos .Marcel Journet 


Frederick 





This comedy was produced in Lon- 
don back in 1925 with Tallulah Bank- 


parts. Noel Coward's ‘Fallen Angels’ 
was done briefly on Broadway two 
years later, then disappeared until 
Gertrude Lawrence resurrected it. 
The explanation seems ‘clear—the 
play is an exceedingly thin example 
of Coward's work, much inferior to 
any number of his more recent 
scripting efforts. If nothing else, it 
demonstrates how much Coward has 
developed as a playwright. 
Impossible as ‘Fallen Angels’ would 
be as Broadway material, how- 
ever it is excellent summer theatre 
fare, at least with Miss Lawrence 


by Miss Bankhead. She’s onstage 
almost continuously throughout and, 


and the projection of her spectacular 
personality, makes it an amusing and 
at times hilarious romp. Played 
straight, the show would be an un- 
relieved bore. But Miss Lawrence 
shrewdly hokes it almost off the 
stage, and if the result wouldn’t go 
on Broadway it obviously delights a 
week of capacity strawhat audiences. 

Comedy is about two couples 
pretty fed up after five years of mar- 
riage. When the Frenchman with 
whom the two women had pre-mari- 
tal affairs is about to reappear on the 
scene, they prepare a lavish dinner 





and, at his non-arrival, spend the 
second act getting plastered on 


straightened out in the third act. 


Nearly all the other members of | 
the cast merely straight for Miss | 


Lawrence’s skillful buffoonery, 


champagne. Things are Sieh 


| though Murial Williams, in the sec- 
iond lead played originally by Edna jhe-man 
| Best, shares the ludicrous second act. friends. 


Arthur Sircom’s staging is profi- 
cient and Eugene Fitsch’s single set- 
ting is unusually decorative for a 
strawhat show. Hobe. 


MAGGIE McGILLIGAN 


Woodstock, N. Y., Aug. 7. 


Comedy in three acts (five scenes) by 
Joseph Kesselring. Scenic designer, Lisa 
Jalowetz. Presented by Robert Elwyn, di- 


rector, at the Woodstock Playhouse, Wood- 


stock, N. Y., Aug. 6, °42. 

Maggie McGilligan........+-+.- Joen Arliss 
Pe COO ccs ananeseeetanes Mary Farrell 
BEIOS BPOGRO icc ccccoeseoes Philippa Bevans 
Blazehead O'Bannion.........Kevin O'Shea 
Abraham Pratt.....-.cceesessd Johnny Heath 
Maude Pratt... ..cccessscdoss Helen Harmon 
Gwendolyn Richards.......Margaret Power 
Detective... ...Harry Young 


Policemen..Felix Herlinger, Edward Durst, 
David Sievres 





This*is one of those things out of 
an old trunk. Aside from changing 
names of characters, Joseph Kessel- 
ring hasn’t done a great deal to re- 
furbish his script of a decade ago, 
‘Aggie Appleby, Maker of Men.’ 

‘Aggie’ was released as a picture 
in ’33 by RKO. Since then Kessel- 
ring, as author of ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ has helped establish new trends 
in comedy which make ‘Aggie’—or 
‘Maggie’ look sort of simple and old- 
fashioned. Play does have passages 
of breezy, even vulgar, dialog for 
some laughs, but the story of a 
gamine who has affairs with two 
men, a roughneck and a sissy, and 
makes both of them over till each 
strikes a happy medium, seems a lit- 
tle O. Henry-ish and passe. 

Cast, consisting mostly of Wood- 
stock regulars, with Kevin O’Shea, 
Helen Harmon and Margaret Power 
among the less familiar faces at this 
stand, does a generally lively job. 
Joen Arliss makes Maggie a brassy 
but likeable kid, and Johnny Heath 
goes through an amusing transforma- 
tion from shy country bumpkin to 
as one of Maggie’s boy 

. Paul. 














Continued f 





purpose of the craft being to provide 
a maximum of thrill with a minimum 
of risk. 

In other words, he who thrills and 
walks away will live to thrill an- 
other day. And at $10,000 to $12,000 
a year for perhaps seven months 
work—like, say, in doubling for Ran- 
doiph Scott and John Wayne in the 
‘Spoilers’ fight—living has a certain 
degree of added importance. As a 





but for the most part the music is 
treated straight. 

Alfred Etcheverry 
ay’ sto gar} . pair of 
SWains; Richard Temple is a vigorous 
outraged father, and Russell Collins, 
doubling as a servant and a bibulous 
friar, is always helpful. 

Johannes Larsen is credited with 
the fanciful settings, which are 
among the show’s chief assets, and 
Dorothy Willard’s costumes blend 
with them beautifully. It wouldn’t 
take much to dress up the production 
for Broadway, but the drawing 
power of such an entertainment in 
the commercial theatre must be rated 
doubtful. Paul. 


and Raymond 
eFective 
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matter of fact, death in the line of 
asd would probably be personally 
|mortifying to the average stunt man, 
| since it might imply that he had 
| bungled a job for which he’d trained 
| himself for many years. 

Wolfe didn’t exactly put it that 
way in talking about this highly spe- 
cialized work, but the above seemed 
to be the idea behind his words. 

‘None of the regulars has been 
seriously injured in some time, he 
Says, ‘and there hasn’t been a death 
in a picture stunt in a number of 
years. The fact is that ours seems to 
be a pretty permanent profession. 
Some of the boys have been doing 
their stuff for 18 years.’ 

Off With a Crash 

Wolfe, younger than most of them, 
is a born and bred New Yorker of 
| Irish, Scotch and Turkish ancestry. 
| He went to Mercersburg Academy, 
| played water polo on the team 
| at the New York A. C. and once was 
;}a customers man in Wall Street. 
| When that went blooey, he didn’t 


| care what happened to -him, so he 
| 





|decided to become a Hollywood 
| Stunt man, acting as human insur- 
|ance for stars whom the studios 


|didn’t care to bounce around too 
brashly. * 

Louis Tomei, the Indianapolis 
Speedway racer, is another good 
Sstunter here, especially with cars. 





—- 











AND 





Golden Gate Theatre 
San Francisco—Aug. 13th 


THROW A POSEY TO 


Jimmy Stroock for 
Contributing Costumes to 
Our Men in Iceland 
Direction: WM. MORRIS 





Tom Steele, scion’of a Pittsburgh 
steel family, is a third, having de- 
cided to make his own way in the 
world—while falling out of a win- 
dow upon his haircut. 

Carey Lofton is so good with cars 
and motorcycles that, while not 
edifying the folks in the third row, 
balcony, at Fort Wayne, Ind., he’s 
on tour of the county-fair circuit 
with his own show. Dave Sharpe 
has done well, too; in fact, to a 
point where he now is doing a series 
of westerns, Another good man is 
Dale Van Sickle, who, 15 years ago, 
came pretty close to being an All- 
American tackle at the University 





H’wood’s ‘Fearless 15’ 
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and make the stunt-man a guild— 
even when seemingly qualified. 
Cliff Bergere, the auto racer, found 
that out and therefore failed to 
qualify in the films, for no reason 
that anybody could put his finger on. 
For the thing comes under the head 
of that instinctive, intangible ele- 
ment called timing. And this, in 
turn, divided into degrees and 
shadings in which various men are 
specialists, 

The fight sequence, for instance, 
during “hich the oncoming punch 
and the accompanying head-slip 
must be synchronized to a _ split- 
second. It must look like the head 
is snapped back by the impact of 
the punch, otherwise the picture 
either is spoiled or somebody gets 
his brains knocked out. 


is 


Falls from buildings are routine, 
because of the accompanying nets, 
though here in turn a man must 
know how to land or he’ll wind up 
wearing the net for a shroud, 

Land on a Dime 


In falling from a speeding car, the 
good stunt man can foretell, for the 
benefit of the director, within a few 
feet where he’ll finish. This is true 
even with the car doing up to 40 
miles an hour and it may be added 
that, in this type of fall as in most 
others, there’s an accepted technique. 

The trick is to go into a somer- 
sault or do a side roll, which is 
something that’s liable to be rather 
complicated in the backward-fall- 
off-the-balcony, on-to-a-table trick. 
Of course it’s a breakaway railing 
and a breakaway table, but that 
hardly helps inasmuch as this re- 
quires the man to fall out of noth- 
ing, land on nothing—and turn over. 
That’s a tough one, but the motor- 
cycle clash is tougher, since the 
clashee is as vulnerable as a clay 
pigeon. 

The technique is so difficult that 
only four men in Hollywood are 
reputedly capable of doing it— 
Lofton, Wolfe, Allen Pomeroy and 
Fred Schaefer, who jis currently 
laid up. Yet that isn’t the thing the 
stunt man fears most; it’s the direc- 
tor’s unwelcome command: 


‘Let’s do it once more.’ 


They say that, for some unidenti- 
fied reason, half the stunt accidents 
happen on re-takes. It’s like trying 





| Of Florida. 








' However, everybody can’t jump in 


to outguess a_ locomotive. The 
second time is liable to be a dead 
| heat. 














series of four episodes of actual 
events. 

Welles, however, got so enamored 
of Brazil that instead of a few thou- 
sand feet he is said to have shot 
enough film to make ‘Gone With 
the Wind’ all over again. He also 
revised his idea on the picture and 
decided to make it completely about 
South America, rather than have the 
four assorted episodes. 

When Charles W. Koerner took 
over the RKO studio reins from Joe 
Breen, who had hired Welles, he 
was burned at the quantity of film 
Welles had shot and the amount of 
money he had spent. He ordered 
him sliced from the payroll and 
tossed that portion of his Mercury 
theatre staff which remained in the 
U. S. out of the RKO studio. This 
despite the fact that the rushes 
which Welles was sending up— 
they’re in Technicolor—were pro- 
nounced ‘stupendous, colossal, ter- 
rific’ by all who saw them. 


_ RKO In $300,000 Spot 


Firing of Orson put RKO doubly 
on the spot because he went to Latin 
America under auspices of the Of- 
fice of Coordinator of Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs. It guaranteed losses on 
‘It’s All True’ to the extent of 
$300,000. Government is legally and 
technically clear of any entanglement 
or any cost unless ‘It’s All True’ is 
released. Its contract is not with 
Welles, but with RKO. And it’s not 
responsible for the $300,000 unless 
the company releases the film, han- 
dles it and advertises it as an A 
picture and Orson Welles’ name is 
on it as producer. 


Nevertheless, despite the fact the 
CIAA is technically devoid of fur- 
ther responsibility, it is plenty em- 
barrassed by the split between 
Welles and the studio. Everyone 
knows the Rockefeller group was re- 
sponsible for his going to Brazil and 
the outfit feels a certain responsi- 
bility to the people and government 
of that nation to see that the pic- 
ture is finished and released. It 
would be a severe disappointment 
to the thousands of Brazilians who 
lionized Welles and spent hours 
watching him work were they never 
to see the results. 

RKO owns the footage which 
Welles has shot, but that doesn’t help 
the studio much. In the first place, 
finishing the picture without him 
would place a legal problem in the 
way of using his name as producer. 
And without that, there’s no $300,000 
guarantee from the Rockefeller crew. 
Much worse, however, the only script 
which Welles did his ad lib shooting 
—after he revised his original idea— 
was in his head. So, while the bril- 
liant color footage is very pretty, it 
would be almost impossible for any- 
one but Welles to make sense out of 
it as a feature picture. 


Mayer’s Idea 


Mayer’s idea in bringing Welles 
into the Metro setup includes ac- 
quiring from RKO the ‘It’s All True’ 
footage. Whether or not the Gov- 
ernment would go for transferring 
the $300,000 guarantee with it is a 
moot question. If Mayer and Welles’ 
agents succeed in closing a deal, it’s 
likely that the Metro attorneys will 
hedge it so that any shenanigans will 
find Welles outside the gate. It’s fig- 
ured, though, that he’ll probably be- 
have, inasmuch as firing from a sec- 
ond studio would pretty weli wash 
him up. 


of the picture, the Government 
would probably have $300,000 worth 
eut of Welles as a goodwill ambassa- 
dor. The splendid impression he 
created everywhere was only 
equalled by that won by Walt Disney 
on his CIAA-sponsored tour last 
year, ; 








Welles’ Shenanigan 


ame Continued from page 3 


Incidentally, no matter what comes | 











| Males Outlast | 


Continued from page 3 








longed their popularity by shifting 
from drama to comedy; Grant, Col- 
man, Irene Dunne and Jean Arthur 
being convenient examples; there are 
fewer headliners making from four 
to six pictures a year, not only 
avoiding knocking themselves out 
but their audience as well. 

There is a fourth reason, men- 
tioned by a studio executive with a 
great deal of conviction in his tones. 
He claims that nowadays, when a 
star hits, the effect is lasting be- 
cause only definite ability is the 
sesame; that, in effect, stardom is 
the final development of a long-haul 
effort, 

Incidentally, this explains the in- 








~ ee 





Russell, Greer Garson, Hedy Lamarr, 
Dorothy Lamour, Bob Hope and Hef- 
lir. in the above lists. They’re gen- 
erally regarded as come-latelies, 
whereas the casting experts Say 
teat’s the old mazaza; that they e 
around four or five years tryin#to 
get good, before they made it. 


But, as far as the public was con- 
cerned, Miss Garson, as one instance, 
was unknown before she played ‘Mr, 
Chips.’ And, as another instance, 
Walter Pidgeon, her co-star in 
‘Miniver,’ was just another guy in 
and out of Hollywood for a goodly 
number of years. As an idea of tle 
number in Guestion, they say he was 
brought here as a singer by Gloria 
Swanson; that for a long time he did 
no better than fair, finally dritting 
east to play shows. Back here again, 
he attained some measure of success, 
as tacit evidence of his professional 
and physical stamina. And then his 
patience was rewarded when he 
came roaring through to eminence 
after getting a socko vehicle, ‘How 
Green Was My Valley,’ followed now 
by ‘Miniver.,’ 

However, about the only thing that 
patience usually can count on get- 
ting around here is a sock between 
the eyes, 


‘0z’ In St. Louis 
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— 
rationing, is 5,397 patrons and gross 
of $3,614. 

Automobile traffic to park still 
heavy, but buses are also getting big 
play. Army men from nearby West- 
over field are regular patrons of 
Casino productions. Valley Players 
do not use star system, but operate 


with resident company, wnich came 
here intact from Rye Beach, N. H.,, 
where they had been known as The 
Farragut Players. .Director is 
Dorothy M. Crane. 

Only handicap is fact that com- 
pany cannot get newest plays re- 
leased for stock because they have 
not yet played. Springfield, 10 miles 
away. 





Pa. Strawhat Folds 
Reading, Pa., Aug. 11. 

Gasoline and rubber rationing, 
combined with an excess of rainy 
weather, caused the closing of 
Green Hills Lake summer theatre, 
five miles south of Reading, Aug. 5. 
Approximately five weeks were 
lopped off the schedule, which had 
run seven weeks. Ironically 
enough, the house closed a day after 
the Saturday Evening Post, in the 
current week’s story on gas ra- 
tioning’s effects on business in East- 
ern Pennsylvania, had given the 
theatre considerable space. 

A jinx has hit the house for two 
simmers, a long detour because of 
the main Reading-Lancaster high- 
way’s reconstruction hurting busi- 
ness last summer, and the army 
draft this summer. Manager-Pro- 
ducer George R. Snell was drafted 
two months before the season be- 
gan on June 18, and the draft cut 
in on the personnel of the company. 
Snell’s wife managed the house this 
summer. 





Hartfold Stock Folds 
Hartford, Aug. 11. 
After an abortive three-week try- 
lout, sumer stock at the Bushnell 
Memorial folded Saturday (8). Bush- 
nell venture was said to have been 
backed by Max Rosen and Mike 
Beckanstein, two local businessmen. 
Also linked to the venture was Lee 
Shubert. Two Shubert: men, Eddie 
Scanlon and Leonard Sang, fronted 
the shows as general manager and 
company manager, respectively. 
House was considered much too 
large for legit presentations and bad 
acoustically. It seated about 3,000. 
Last show presented was Vincent 
Youman’s ‘No, No Nanette.’ 





Stony Creek Continuing 
Stony Creek, Conn., Aug. 11. 


Despite several goose-eggs at the 
boxoffice, Stony Creek playhouse 
will finish out the season as original- 
ly planned. Early week biz at this 
shoreline strawhat represents a zero 
parade, but there’s a fair pickup on 
weekends. 


Currently spot is doing ‘Letters to 
Lucerne,’ with® Viennese . actress 
Lotte Stavisky making her American 
stage debut. Following week brings 
in ‘Bird in Hand,’ in which Lee Shu- 
ibert is interested as a possible re- 
vival for Dudley Digges. Week of 
‘Aug. 24, actor-backer of the outfit. 





clusion of Ann Sheridan, Rosalind Kevin Kemble, will present ‘Noah.’ 
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with Hal Kemp, joined Everett Hoag- 
land here at Bill Green’s. 

Maurice Spitalny already has his 
band booked for New Year’s eve—at 


| will take lead in ‘Time of Your Life.’ 
Others in cast are Juanita McGuire, 
Ralph Cook, Wailace Culver, Jay 
Holmes, Milton Daily, Wright King, 

















Songsmith Johnny Mercer bioged |Fixs Club in St. Mary’s, Pa. 


by Sidney Carroll in September Es- 


ire. 
wal Rosen, Loew's State manager, 
spending vacation at home with the 
grippe. 

Leonard Bergman, recently oper- 


ated upon, is home but still suffering 
intense pain. 


Chic York and Rose King cele- | 


prate their 33d wedding anni today 
(Wednesday ). 


Hotel near Penn station advertis- | 


ing rooms at theatre prices—$3.30 
single and $4.40 double. 

Harry Sosnik, Decca’ Record 
ma@tro, spending his sabbatical by 
writing some new tunes. 

Announcer Paul Douglas east for 
radio deal; the bride, former 
Virginia Field, west in pix. 

Charles Stewart, general manager 
for William Saroyan, had infected 
leg but remained on the job. 

Jerome Kern will tune ‘Victor 
Caravan,’ the Marian Spitzer-Elliott 
Arnold tale for Columbia Picts. 

Frank Law, Belmont-Plaza hotel 
publicist, and Betty McCormack, 
hotel exec, plan wedding on Oct. 1. 

Clarence Jacobson, manager of 
‘Porgy and Bess, hospitalized last 
week with strep throat. Okay now. 
..Willy Green is director and pro- 
ducer this season at Hollywepd 
Country Club, Livingston Manor, 

Y 


“Skating Vanities’ (roller), which 


Ross Sisters, who got their start 
around here last winter, set for new 
Shubert show, ‘Count Me In.’ 

While Patti Gene is singing with 
Joey Sims at Sky Vue, her hubby, 


Yates, 

Maurice and Betty Whalen stuck 
laround following Yacht Club engage- 
‘ment for weekend show at Kenny- 
;}wood Park. 





|Universal Pictures board, in town 
jdast week to address special meeting 
of National Mfrs. Assn. 








Raw Film 


| eC Ontinued from page 1 


men in “the armed forces were see- 


stand closer supervision. 

No figures on Army-Navy require- 
ments are available,, but raw film 
requisitions, either for current or fu- 
ture use, reportedly run into a huge 
volume of footage annually. Cam- 
eramen are attached to every mili- 
tary unit, including ordnance depart- 
ments. The air force uses aero film, 
a special type of celluloid, differing 


ing pictures on a 24-hour daily basis | 
then perhaps the estimates could | 


Alfred Zeitlin to hospital for cp- 
| eration. 

Al Burnet’s Nut House club revue 
resuming vaudeville dates 





|gow, where Joe Loss is playing at 
iGreen’s dance hall and doubling at 
Moss’ Empire. 

Sid Field, the provincial comic who 


{Henshall which releases him from ail 
{contractual obligations to this pro- 
| ducer, has been signed by the Charles 


| Tucker office for a show at $520. His that the play would hurl 


;top with Henshall was $300. 

Election of officers of American 
and Overseas Artists, Ltd.. has re- 
sulted in election of Ben Lyon as 
prez, Vic Oliver and Carroll Gibbons, 
jjoint vice-prez, and Teddy Brown, 
j}who replaces Charles Forsythe (re- 
signed) as secretary and treasurer. 





. . 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Old Log (strawhatter) held over 
‘Moon Is Down’ for second week. 
‘International Sweethearts’ band 
opened fortnight run at Happy Hour 
nitery. 
Harry Hirsch bringing big wheel 


' Thomas 


Helm, Blanford Jennings, 


|Evelyn Sears, Al Hohengarten, Anne 
|\Jennings, Joseph Fitter, Robert Mc- 


with Clun, Georgi ardy 
Monty Rose, his former stooge, as m.c. | Rulfs. wine Clardy 


) Shortage of attractions has caused ; 
Bill Ludwig, is drumming with Billy |two opposing show spots to play | 
|same attraction concurrently at Glas- | 


} 


J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of recently won suit against William | played it over a decade ago 


| 


i 














Robeson’s ‘Othello’ | 


| 
Continued from page ed er 


in 
London. 

There can hardly be a question 
Broadway 
on its practically invulnerable ear. 
Given a theatre with 
three square feet of stage and some- 
thing besides closets for wings; 
given a hand-picked cast of profes- 
sionals to support the principals, and 
given a little more time for the cast 
to play itself in, and ‘Othello’ would 
floor a pulp magazine audience, let 


alone the hand-picked crowd which | 
With Robeson | 


cheered it last night. 
playing opposite a white girl, the 
effect is electric and this aside from 
the fact that his portrayal is an 
artistic triumph in any category. 
As given last night, the play 
silences for all time the folderol 


and Marie | 


more than | 


Mervin Leroy laid up with flu. 
Pauline Lord in from Broadway 
for picture work. 
| Joey Ray got a fast okay from his 
| draft board doctor. 
Jack Oakie back to work after re- 





, covery from throat infection. 


| Joan Bennett hospitalized for the 
jerking of an impacted tooth. 

| Charles Fore, producer at Mono- 
am, iaid up with peritonitis. 

Sam Ledner, Paramount dance su- 
;pervisor, recovering from surgery. 

Edwin Knopf back at his Metro 
production desk after parting with 
his appendix: 

Greta Garbo reported en route to 
\the Mayo clinic in Rochester, Minn., 
for a checkup. 

Herman Wobber and Bill Kupper 
in town to confer with 20th-Fox on 
distribution deals. 

Carl Hittleman moved from the 
Columbia production staff to a simi- 
lar post at Republic. 

Jean Renoir, film director, to Johns 
| Hopkins hospital in Baltimore for 
‘treatment of an old war injury. 

Leon Schlesinger closing down his 
cartoon plant for the annual vava- 
ition period from Aug. 28 to Sept. &. 
Dr. Lucian Cailliet, arranger for 
|\Leopold Stokowski, appointed leader 
of University of Southern California 
band. 

Perry Lieber returned to his RKO 
publicity desk after a good-will tour 
of New York, Washington and Chi- 





opens in Chigago Sept. 9, formerly from ordinary 35 mm. From ac-| burlesque into Alvin starting in nesta Borg, 8 — surisup os cago. 
had a deaf mute among its girl} counts, facilities taken up by manu- | September. ‘ aa? a > coger yt v not in- |" Bob Curwood, chief of Motion Pic- 
‘dancers.’ facture of every foot of aero film| Ben Landy, Columbia’s Omaha | ‘© as a Negro, and should con- |ture Production of Mexico: City, in 


Robert Gray, production assistant 
of Otto Preminger, goes to the Coast 
tomorrow (Thursday) to join Prem- 
inger at 20th-Fox. 

Mrs. H. Russell Edme, wife of the 
RKO theatre division manager, is at 
Knickerbocker hospital following 
two serious operations. 

R. J. Poucher, v.p. of Consolidated 
Films, back at the homeoffice after 
about a year’s work consolidating 
activities of one of subsids. 

S. Gregory Taylor, prexy of St. 
Moritz hotel, gifted with a gold 
watch by employees to mark the 10 
years he’s operated hostelry. 

Eddie Sherman evidently can take 
N. Y. now only in small doses. He 
scrams back to the Coast Friday (14) 
after less than two weeks in town. 

J. H. Cooper, who lives on a farm 
upstate, was in town during the past 
week to discuss theatre matters with 
Par, his partner in midwestern op- 
erations. 

First Government full-length doc- 
umentary film, ‘The World At War,’ 
scheduled for release Sept. 18. 
Metro, Paramount, RKO and 20th 
will distribute jointly. 


Oscar Morgan, Par’s short subject | 


sales head, and his son Dick, a Par 
attorney, are vacationing at the 
Thousand Islands. Dick Morgan is 
recovering from pneumonia. 

Izzy Rappaport, Balto Hipp’s op- 
erator, just won’t believe he’s an a.k. 
He included himself into a basket 
ball game over the weekend and 
came out quickly with a wrenched 
back. 


would normally result in manufac- 
ture of five feet of 35 mm. stock. 
Despite this, industry heads cannot 
understand how the armed forces 
can possibly use all the footage 
which is ostensibly being requisi- 
tioned. 
WPB Wary 

Owing to experiences with other 
industries, War Production Board 
officials are reportedly wary of film 
industry suggest‘ons and inclined to 
classify trade proposals largely as 
|selfish promotions, Film producers, 
jon the other hand, are inclined to 
vicw WPB suggestions for drastic 
film curtailment with skepticism as 
to the vital necessity for such a 
|move, and are not convinced that 
|government needs are as extensive 
jas they seem. 





a closer understanding between the 

two elements, mutual benefits would 
| be derived. It is pointed out that 
| although many production men have 
| joined the armed services, working 
|} on army film production, no distri- 
| bution system to obtain maximum 
| coverage for army films has yet 
| been evolved. 

The four major raw film pro- 
ducers, Eastman, Dupont, Agfa and 
| Ansco, produce in the neighborhood 
| 0. 2,000,000,000 feet of positive stock 


Opinion voiced in | 
|/some quarters is that if more sub- | 
stantial basis were established for | 


office manager, honeymooning here 
with his wife. 

Hirsch-Stecher ‘Roller Derby’ 
turning "em away nightly at Audi- 
terium and will continue for six 
weeks. 

David Evidon, son of Warners’ ad 
sales manager, was fourth in class of 
88 and received Navy promotion to 
third class torpedo man at Pearl 
Harbor. 

Engagement of Dorothy Lewis ice 
revue, ‘Symphony on Skates,’ ex- 


option taken for another fortnight at 
Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace. 
Harry Katz, erstwhile local bur- 
lesque impresario, now a Tank 
Battalion corporal and slated for 
promotion to sergeant at Ft. Lewis, 
Wash., has passed officers candidates 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 








writer-producer. 
Frank Palumbo has shuttered his 
20th Century nitery until Labor Day. 


Army docs. 


this fall, 

hotel. 
Celia Villa, daughter of Pancho 

Villa, Mexican bandit chief, is new 


playing at the Barclay 





tended additional two weeks and | 





sequently not be played by one. 
Fact of the matter is that Robeson’s 
performance is of such a stature 
that no white man should ever dare 
presume to play it again, especially 
since it is to be strongly questioned 
that any member of the audience, no 
matter how delicate of sensitivities, 
was offended by a single moment of 
the action. 


Robeson’s performance is a revela- 
tion. He accomplishes the transition 
to the terrible rage of a betrayed 
husband with a devastating power of 
expression. His voice, a magnificent 
instrument, is capable of the utmost 
nuance, from the ineffable tenderness 
of his troth with Desdemona to the 
dreadful gibberish of an epileptic in 
the throes of insane jealousy. Be- 


yond that, however, is his terrific | 


capacity for changing pace, and 


|}every tortured thought finds its logi- 


| cal expression 


By the time his pas- 


|sion is spent, his audience has been 


Jay Victor has joined WCAU as | through the rolling mill 


The far subtler, equally important 
role of Iago is conveyed by Jose Fer- 


Dave Blum. Philly rep for Marks irer with so much skill that this por- 
Music, has been turned down by} 


trait of the world champion heel is 


;one or the amazements of the play. 


Alden Park Players, society little | A devil, but a fiendishly clever devil, 
theatre group, will move into town {he is in Ferrer’s hands a character 


study, with the fascination of a 
poised cobra. Witty, urbane, shad- 


}owing the doomed Othello like an 


town to confer with Hollywood 
execs. . 

Jack Carson, Warner actor, was 
tossed out of a leaping jeep at an 
Army camp and required six stitches 
in his leg. 

Fredric March closed a non-profit 
deal to act as bus boy at the Stage 
Door Canteen when he shifts to New 
York in autumn. 

Kathryn Grayson, screen singer, 
filed suit for divorce against John 
Shelton, film actor, her second such 
action in a’ month. 

Anita. Loos back from Des Moines 
jand Washington ona tour of material 
ifor a story based on the Women’s 
Auxiliary Army Corps. 

Nelson Poynter, coordinator of the 
film industry for Office of War In- 
| formation, taking a week off to rest 
jafter huddling with producers. 
| Sidney Bernstein arrived from 
London to trade ideas with Holly- 
wood producers as film <tvisor to 
jthe British Ministry of Information. 
| Joan Marsh, film actress, awarded 
{temporary alimony of $30 weekly, 
\pending trial of her divorce suit 
jagainst Charles S. Belden, screen 
i writer. 

Sylvia Ashley Fairbanks petitioned 
|Superior Court for $2,500 a month 
pending final settlement of the estate 
|of her late husband, Douglas Fair- 
| banks, Sr. 
|} Mort Blumenstock, N. Y. chief of 
|advertising and publicity for Warn- 
ers, arrived with bride after the 
| Frisco sales sesh before training 








j i is “as , |evil breath, his insidious manipula- | back to New York. 
Leonard Picker, in Columbia’s legal annually, of which the film industry | vocalist with Joe Frasetto’s WIP; © ie ie a ee 7 pula- | : 
department since 1932, left Tuesday |uses approximately 1,100,000,000 ex- | house band. tions are perfectly calculated to the ° 
(11) to become assistant to Bb. B&B. |clusive of some positive and nega- Betty Hurd Renshaw, CX-NEWse personalities of his victims. Ferrer | Washington 
Kahane, at the studio. Columbia |tive stock in studio production. Last | P2PeTwWoman, has taken over WCAU | needs more time to pull his charac- | 


colleags farewelled him at Gal- 
lagher’s. 

Gus S. Eyssell, president and man- 
aging director of Radio City Music 
Hall, made a member of the Motion 
Pictures and Speaking Stage Thea- 


tres Industry Advisory Committee of | 


the WPB. 


RIxO has three pictures showing | 


simultaneously in the Broadway 
sector starting Thursday (13): 
‘Bambi’ at Music Hall, ‘Magnificent 
Ambersons’ at Capitol and ‘Big 
Street’ at Palace. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Three Nonchalants will soon be 
two. Dave Westerlund expects army 
call shortly. 





year total sales of negative and posi- 


tice ae! ¢ syrlt . ssiramontc | 
;rive stoc: for studio requii ements | 
} 


amounted to 127,000,600 feet. This 
would leave more than 800,000,000 
feet of film available for Army- 
Navy requirements. 


An all-round 25° cut on footage, as 


mal life of a print is around 40 
showings. 
where 12,000 bookings are made. 
soine 300 prints are required. If 


ithis figure is arbitrarily cut to 225 | 


prints then some 3,000 theatres 
would not be able to play certain 
pictures. Of necessit:: the small ex- 
hibitors, paying the lowest rentals, 
would suffer 























|has been suggested, would primarily | 
jaffect distribution where the great- | 
est volume of celluloid is used. Nor- | 


In case of an A picture, | 


| women’s program formerly handled 

| by Laura May Stuart. 

| Nearly 100 youngsters had dinner 

}as guests of Tommy Dorsey at the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel last week for do- 
nating 75 records to the scrap platter 

| drive, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Leon Jardosky, Paris, Ill., exhib, 
laid up in a Paris hospice with blood 
poisoning. 

Sam Komm, owner-operator of the 





Princess, is spending $3,000 alternat- | 


ing the projection room in the house. 
Henry Budde, former chief sound 
engineer for the St. Louis Amus. Co., 
now a barrister with a local law firm. 
Joe Erber, veteran theatre owner 


terization into perspective, but, once | 
he accomplishes it, his Iago will be | 


tops. 


Uta Hagen, as Desdemona, and 
Margaret Webster, as Emilia, haven't 
their roles in focus, although their 
work is vastly impressive. Miss 
Hagen endows her role with a nobili- 
ty, an inner calm, and a sense of 
chasteness that, with imore time, will 
prove its persuasion. The same is 
true of Margaret Webster, whose 
portrait of Emilia, although uneven 
rises in the final scene to an inspired 
pitch. 

The important supporting roles of 
George Keene, Ernest Graves, Rob- 
ert Harrison and William Woodson 
are remarkably well handled, while 
Philip Huston, of the local company 





When Paul Kain’s band finishes its 
season at Glen Echo Park it moves 
in town to the Mayfair. 
| Rick LaFalce of Warner Bros. pub- 
lic relations department took his 
iphysical for the Army this week. 

Holdover program at the Earle 
gave Harry Anger chance to take a 
few days vacation at Ocean City, Md. 

Jay Carmody, drama editor of ‘he 
Evening Star, ready for army induc- 
tion. And a dozen are scrambling 
for the desk he vacates. 

Marcus Heiman down from New 
York to huddie with Paul Schwarz 
of the musicians union on a new con- 
tract for the National theatre. 

Local smoke shop donated office 
space to the Stage Door Canteen, 
Donation brought so many new cus- 
tomers it was paid for in cigaret 


sales, 


Sam Nixon back in town getting and booker, back in town and has hose juveniles have not been too Al Rogell of Republic Pictures 
his legit playhouse ready to reopen | ~ if reopened an agency with Benny atisfactory in recent productions, |dropped into the Treasury depart- 
late this month. ; U S ‘N ti ’ Rade . . comes through with a distinguished ment and got the screen green sight 

Dancer Gloria LaMarr’s husband, © ® ewsro ic Ed Fellis, owner-operator of the pit. % for a war bonds sequence in ‘Hit the 
“le 7 . P Saaee sctad ; ii'Grand and Orpheum, Hillsboro, Il., , : Deck.’ 

Clarence Trautman, has enlisted in men Continued from page loa Using the costumes of the Waiter 


the Coast Guard. 

Hank Mancini, local arranger, has 
Switched from Benny Goodman to 
Vaughn Monroe. 

Bill Beal will manage Art Society 
concert series next season. He re- 
places Jim Bortz. 

Howdry Hartman has left KQV 


mation of what was actually happen- 
ing, newspapermen thought. 

E. Palmer Hoyt of the Portland 
Oregonian was severly critical of the 
| Government hush-hush 
ithe Aleutian Islands. 


concerning |; 


won the nomination for state senator 
in the primaries 

Harry Riegeif manager of the Am- 
bassador, Fanchon-Marco downtown 
deluxer, when it closed last May, is 
| back at his old stand. 
Owners of the Ambassador buiid- 
jing, in which the Ambassador theatre 


| Andrew -Mack. 


Huston ‘Othello,’ which came a crop- 
per some seasons back, the produc- 
tion is visually splendid against a 
shrewdly designed permanent set by 
Margaret Webster's 
direaetion has pace and terrific inten- 


Steve Cochran, former manager of 
the National theatre and summer im- 
presario at Olney.’ Md., now with 
War Bonds division of the Treasury 
Department. 

WWDC and the Washington Times- 
Herald will pick this year’s ‘Miss 
Washington’ for the Atlantic City 


“ : sity, and, witl the compass of the 
engineering staff for job in the Phila-| The broadcast should serve to focus , is located, have spent $8,000 facelift- taneh geen <chielataieaiiity Her py beauty pageant. Contest confined to 
delphia Navy Yard. | general attention upon Elmer Davis’ |ing the exterior of the entire build- “"“ sales ee , government girls. ; 
Harry Candullo, band leader, here | recent promise that this is ‘the "PS. . a eee John J. Payette, Warners’ zone 
with his wife, Helene (and Her Vio- | , Muriel Stryker, who produced stage preyival of William Shakespeare's ‘Othello’ (Mamager, has sold his Sixteenth 


lin), at Nixon Cafe. 
Frank Ardini’s brother, Lawrence, 


| people’s war’ and they are entitled 
to news. 


| 
| ‘I wouldn’t hire the government as 
| 


shows for Fanchon & Marco’s Fox 
and St. Louis theatres, is training 24 
out-of-town 


n two acts, eight seenes: stare Paul Robe- 
son; features Uta Hagen, Jove Ferrer and 
Margaret Webster; directed by Mis« Weila- 


istreet home to the Dominican Repub- 
lic as an Embassy. He’s moved to 
this Virginia farm. 


now batoning a rhumba band at jlinegirls for engage- .uy; settings by Andrew Mack Presented . ; 
Rainbow Room, N Y. a reporter, because it does a bad job: ments by’ Cambridge Sammer Theatre, Beattie | Bea Wain took @ week’s engage- 
Jackie Heller sticking on Coast to| of reporting the biggest story in} Garrick theatre, only burlesk house | Hall, Cambridge, Mass., week of Aug. 10, ment for the Earle stage in order to 
try his luck in pix. He’s signed with | history. was Palmer’ Hoyt’s crack. |!" town, skedded for reopening Fri- ito George Keen keep company with her husband, Lt. 
Walter Kane agency sane ; day (14). Dick Zeisler due back as & ee pe Andre Baruch of the Quartermaster’s 
5 A |He called way news of landing eR es Agee , Beetrig FAGQO. . 2. sso sscscccvevecese rer | ivies War De t t 
Bob Carter out of action for sev- | , leutians has | ™2naser. House is on the Izzy First; , rt Bin » |division, War partment. 
eral days with a bad ankle. Tore a/°% the Japs on the Aleutians has) ie}, OMe... «sd sabhecaeseVEx's Poul Kebeson | Caryl N. Odell of Paramount here 
ligament playing ball : jpeen handled—a_ subject of particu- | Out-of-towners shopping on film say Steen eee eee eens Te ag pn to arrange for the premiere of ‘Wake 
J. H. McHugh is new manager of |!ar_ interest in this region—'the|row include Tom Ronan and Perry ine = Po re ee Philip Huston |LSland’ at the U. S. Marine base, 


Kenny wood park dance pavilion, re- 
placing Jack Bowman. 


| strangest handling of any major in- 
! cident of the present war.’ 


Hoeffler. district managers for Pub- 
jlix-Great Lakes from 
|Quincy. Ill.; Lee Norton, epe.ator of 


Peoria and | 


Wallace Widdecombe 
Charles Bell 


Gratiane. .* 
A Menmenger...cccccs-> 


First Senator..... Allan 


Quantico. 
known Washington 
specr@l guests. 


Hopes to have nationally 
columnists as 


_ Jack McCarthy, former Baron El- | Seattle attorney, ; | suatenadl -@hemineae "William Mendrek | 
| liott vocalist, < doing . singing | ; cans peng a citizen in |bouses in Columbia, Dupo and Mas- | feclemone ea een | .Howard Acton and Phelps Adams 
Single at Villa Madrid i wee ne ‘4 th ha ae ‘coutah, IlL; Bill Griffin, head booker Montano William Woodson of National Press Club working on a 
New edition of ‘Hellzapoppin ’ with the discussion, said that people wer ; ‘for the 16 Rodgers theatres in Mis- First Gentlem an of C pros Chark 4 Beh new romantic SON. Leon Leonidoff 
Lew Parker and Jackie Gleason, | “issatisfied with what the press had | ourj and Mlinois. second Gentleman of Cyprus. .Enery Hattis ‘has promised to give their patriotic 
preems at Nixon Sept. 21. <i ’!| piven them and didn’t know whether; Willard Holland, director of the) poy” " Marearet Webster |DUMber, ‘Wave That Flag, America, 
Earl Geiger, horn tooter formerly ; to blame the press or the government. Town Square theatre, strawhatter, ! Bianca......ceses -eeces+-Lovise Kanasireft'a Radio City. Music. Hall production, 
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OBITUARIES 


LOU CASS 


Lou Cass, nee Castleton, 40, died 
suddenly July 27 of a heart attack 
in Burbank, Cal. He had ostensibly 
been in perfect health up until 
the stroke. 

Cass was one of the topflight -om- 
edy acrobats in vaudeville, first in 
the team of Castleton and Mack, 
later Cass, Mack and Owen and fi- 
nally Cass, Owen and Topsy. Mary 
Owen, his wife, and a son survive. 
Cass also had two children by a 
previous marriage to a non-pro. 

Cass only recently sold a ranch 
he operated on ‘the Coast as both 
an income-producing farm and as 
a home between theatre dates. 

Burial took place July 30 in Wee 
Kirk of the Heather, Forest Lawn 
Park, California. 





GEORGE H. O’NEIL, SR. 


George H. O'Neil, Sr., managing 
director of the Benjamin Franklin 
hotel, Philadelphia, died unexpect- 
edly of a heart attack last Wednes- 
day night (5) while watching the 
show at the hotel’s Garden Terrace. 

O’Neil went to the Benjamin 


A Solemn Anniversary Mass on Wed- 
nesday, August 26th, at 10 o’clock 
a.m., will be offered at the Church 
of the Blessed Sacrament, on West 
Jist Street, just off Broadway, New 


York City, for 

MR. JERE J. COHAN 

MRS. HELEN F. COHAN 

MRS. JOSEPHINE COHAN NIBLO 





Franklin two years ago, succeeding 
Samuel Earley. He started his 
career at the King Edward hotel, 
Toronto, later becoming v.p. in 
charge of operations of all the 
United Hotels’ chain. 

Survived by widow, Bertha, and 
four children, Eugene, a publicity 
man for a Hollywood fiim company; 
George H., Jr., assistant manager of 
the Palmer House, Chicago; Mrs. 
Marion Daniels, Hollywood, and 
Mrs. Dorothy Cooper, Milwaukee. 





HARRY RACCOLI 

- Harry Raccoli, 71, former operatic 
baritone and in later years a teacher 
in Milwaukee, died Aug. 6 at his 
home in that city. Born near the 
pre-war boundaries of Germany, 
Russia and Austria, he came to 
America with a touring Russian 
choir, but returned to Europe to sing 
in Berlin and La Scala in Milan. 
He then came back to the United 
States, singing for a time with the 
Metropolitan in New York, then go- 
ing to the middle west, where he 
spent his later life. 





JOHN HARLEY 

Pilot Officer John Harley, of Ed- 
monton, Alberta, has been killed in 
action with the Royal Canadian Air 
Foree, according to a report 
reaching Edmonton. He started as 
an usher at the Capitol theatre, Ed- 
monton, and was a projectionist at 
the Garneau there at the time of his 
enlistment. Parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. W. Harley, live in Edmonton. He 
was a brother-in-law of W. H. Wil- 
son, manager of the Garneau. 





KENNETH FAY 

First war time casualty among 
Hartford showfolk occurred Sunday 
(2), when Sergeant Kenneth Fay, 
27, was killed at Fort Benning, Ga. 
Sergeant Fay was attending Officers’ 
Candidate School when he was 
killed while cleaning his rifle. Army 
officials reported his death as acci- 
dental. He had been at the school 
two weeks. 

Fay was manager of the WB Ri- 
alto, Hartford, before being inducted 
into service about a year ago. 

EVA LOHNER 

Mrs. Eva Lohner, 38, former ac- 
tress in Austria and Germany, died 
in Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 5 after 
several months illness, 

A resident of Vienna, Mrs. Lohner 
gave up her career and fied to this 
country after Hitler invaded Aus- 
tria. She and her husband have 
been living with relatives in Roches- 
ter since August, 1939. Besides her 
husband, she leaves a sister in 
Germany. 





CHARLES E. FORD 

Charles E. Ford, 43, film producer 
and former manager of Universal 
newsreel, died Aug. 7 in Hollywood, 
following an attack of peritonitis, 

Ford, awaiting call as an Army of- 
ficer at the time of his death, was 
a cameraman during the first World 
War and produced westerns for Re- 
public in 1938-39. 

Survived by widow, mother and 
brother. 


NORBERT (AL) *‘ILLETTE 


Norbert (Al) Miulleite, 79, circus 
and vaudeville acrobat for 40 years, 
died Aug. 4 in San Francisco. 


Millette, who obtained his first cir- 
cus job in 1884, appeared at one 
time or another with practically 
every major circus end vaudeville 
circuit. He retired in 1924 and had 
since lived quietly in Frisco. 
Survivors are his widow, 
and a son, Norbert, Jr. 


Dina, 





JEANETTE LOFF 


Jeanette Loff, 35, former film ac- 
tress, died Aug. 4 in Hollywood 
from ammonia poisoning. Her hus- 
band, Bert Friedlob, declared she 
had picked up the wrong boitle to 
ease an abdominal ailment. 


Actress appeared in numerous pic- 
tures in the late ’20s. One of her 
prominent roles was opposite Paul 
Whiteman in ‘The King of Jazz.’ 





BEN DELEWESE 


Ben Delewese, 60, proprietor of 
the Dublin night club, Columbus, 
O., died in that city Aug. 3. Survived 
by widow, two sons, three daugh- 
ters and three brothers including 
Sam Delewese, proprietor of the 
Gloria night club, and Anthony 
Delewese, operator of the Riviera 
Club, both in Columbus, 





LUCY HINCHCLIFFE 


Mrs. Lucy Hinchcliffe, 80, concert 
contralto of a quarter century ago, 
died last week at her home in Sul- 
livan, Mo., near St. Louis. She 
made her last public appearance five 
years ago. 

Surviving are a daughter, Mrs, 
Lucy Hinchcliffe Riggan, also a con- 
cert singer, and two sons, John and 
Theodore Hinchcliffe of Chicago. 





MAX RUBENFELD 


Max Rubenfeld, 37, vet film sales- 
man, died of a heart attack while 
on a train en route from Seattle to 
Spokane Aug. 2. He was sales rep 
for M-G, covering eastern Washing- 
ton state territory. He was with 
M-G since 1927. 

Survived by widow and two chil- 
dren, 





HENRY KLEINKAUF 
Henry Kleinkauf, 56, musician and 
composer, died Aug. 4 in Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa. 

Kleinkauf had conducted a school 
of music in Wilkes-Barre for sev- 


In loving memory of 
My Dear Wife 


MAUDE RYAN 


15, 1935) 
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eral years and had been an orchestra 
leader. He was co-composer of the 
song ‘Johnson Rag.’ 

Widow and daughter survive. 


GUY L. WONDERS 

Guy L, Wonders, Warners’ district 
theatre manager in Maryland, 
lower Pennsylvania and West Vir- 
ginia, died Monday (10) in Washing- 
ton of injuries sustained in a fall 
from the seventh story of the Earle 
Theatre building in Washington. 

Further details in Picture depart- 
ment, 





SIDNEY BRACEY 
Sidney Bracey, 64, who played 





butler roles in pictures, died Aug. 5 
in Hollywood, after a brief illness. 
Formerly a legit player in Australia, 
Bracey had been a film actor for 
more than 20 years. 

His last screen appearance was in 
‘The Gay Sisters’ at Warners. 





MAX PACE 
Max Pace, 36, screen hit actor, died 
Aug. 3, in Hollywood, from a self- 
inflicted gunshot wound. 





BEATRICE LIEB SMITH 
Mrs. Beatrice Lieb Smith, 80, one- 
time stage and film actress, died 
Aug. 6 in Los Angeles. 





MAE TALBOT 
Mae Talbot, 73, retired stage and 
screen actress, died Aug. 4 in Glen- 
dale, Cal., follewing a heart attack. 





LEW A. WARNER 
Lew A. Warner, 77, who retired 
in 1920 after more than 40 years 
as a legit character actor, died 
Aug. 3 in Spencer, Ind. —He began 





his theatrical career at the age of 


14 with the old F. G. White Co, in 
Indianapolis, 
Widow and son survive. 





Mrs. Billy Muth, 37, wife of the 
organist at the Worth theatre, Fort 
Worth, Texas, died Friday (7) at a 
Fort Worth hospital after a short 
illness. 





Joseph E. DeFore, 63, father of 
Don DeFore, legit and film editor, 
died of a heart attack at his home 
in Cedar Rapids, Ia., July 23. 





M. S. Epstein, 73, former business 
manager for Joseph Schenck, died in 
Hollywood Aug. 8. 


MARRIAGES 


Betty Darrow to Bryce McFall, 
in Newport, Ky., Aug. 9. He’s with 
Everett Hoagland band. 

Ruth Hussey to Robert Long- 
neckner at Pala Mission, Cal., Aug. 
9. Bride is film actress; he’s a radio 
agent. 

Mydelle Arimond to Maynard 

Baker, in Indianapolis, Aug. 7. He’s 
arranger for Horace Heidt’s orches- 
tra. 
Luia Louise Antonoplos to Roland 
Borgenson and Sassa Langas to An- 
thony Antonoplos, in Pittsburgh, 
July 30, First named bride and sec- 
ond-named groom are the children 
of Peter Antonoplos, pioneer Pitts- 
burgh exhibitor. 

Dorothy Morris to Elliott Shapiro, 
in New York, Aug. 7. Groom is 
executive with the music firm of 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co. 

Babette DeSheim to Oscar Serlin, 
in Charlevoix, Mich., Aug. 9. Groom 
produced ‘Life With Father’ and was 
formerly with Paramount. Bride is 
production aide. 

Nora Sanders to Buddy Clark, 
Aug. 9, in Las Vegas, Nev. Bride is 
former model; he is radio singer. 














Saboteur Scoop 


Continued from page ! 














porting, rather than luck, plus the 
hint of a pretty good contact in the 
White House itself. 

George E. Durno, who has been 
covering the White House for INS 
for 20 odd years, got a tip Thurs- 
day morning (6) that six of the sab- 
oteurs were to die, while the other 
two would get prison sentences. 
President Roosevelt was still study- 
ing the bulky testimony from the 
military trial and it was presumed 
that he would hew closely to the 
decision of his special trial commis- 
sion. On Durno’s tip, the INS staff 
went to work tracking it down on 
the assumption that the saboteurs 
would either be hanged or shot. 
They were up a blind alley until 
Thursday afternoon, when Vincent 
got a tip from a reliable source that 
the executions would be carried out 
by electrocution. 

Vincent checked with sources at 
the District of Columbia jail and 
learned that the electrocution cham- 
ber had only very recently been re- 
furbished after long disuse. The 
same electric chair was on hand, but 
other equipment had been brought 
up to date. 

Vincent and Hutchinson then took 
up an all-night vigil at the jail, 
which no other newspaperman evi- 
dently thought of doing. In that 
way they learned of. the visit of six 
chaplains to the doomed men; they 
also got inside information that the 
heads of six of the saboteurs had 
been shaved, a certain indication 
that they would be electrocuted. 

Through a source the INS will 
not divulge, Vincent and Hutchin- 
son also learned during the night 
that President Roosevelt at the last 
moment had extended by 24 hours 
the execution of the sentences in 
order to further study the evidence 
relating to one of the Nazis, re- 
putedly Chicago-reared Herbert 
Hans Haupt. Vincent and Hutchin- 
son then went back to their office 
and started writing the story, the 
first takes going out on the wires 
at 8:15 Friday morning, giving the 
Hearst afternoon dailies a clear-cut 
scoop on the sentences and type and 
place of execution. 

At his press conference on Fri- 

day, President Roosevelt was asked 
by newsmen about the sentences, but 
the chief executive stated he ‘was 
still studying the record.’ That was 
essentially true, borne out by Vin- 
cent’s and Hutchinson’s info on the 
24-hour reprieve. 
__When the INS story broke, other 
Washington newsmen immediately 
began a vigil at the jail. However, 
none of the dailies took a chance 
with a story similar to that of INS, 
although their reports on Saturday, 
following the official White House 
announcement on the sentences and 
execution, bore out in most details 
the Hearst news service scoop. 

















Mary Morris 
De Wayne 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Open Door Cafe 
Bunny Leroy 
Bernardettes 6 
Maurie Sweidlow 
Judi Lee 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Frankie Schluth 
Brown & Lee 
Iris Wayne 
Jeanettes 
Gloria French 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa.) 
Gene Eyman Ore 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Marty Devine 
Dancing Dave 
Dolores & Rossini 
Ray O'Day 
Morse Sis 
Gloria Dale 
Jack Yson Ore 


River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Sam’s Cafe 

Jean Williams 
Frank Rolston 
Mary Seville 
Kings of Rhythm 
Mike Ray Orc 
Sciolla’s 
Frankie Richardson 
Wade & Wade 
Lillian Bowman 
Lew Folds 
Helen Wilson 
Gertie Taylor Ore 
Silver Lake Inn 
Marion Melrose 
Col Geo Reed 
D & J Herman 
Alice Lucey 
Diaz & Diane 
Frank Hassel Ore 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Katherine King 
Raps & Taps 


Bills Next Week 


Continued from page 56 





Carmelita 

Danny & Beatric® 
Bob Krall 

Agnes Willis 


69th St. Rathskeller 


Elton Brown 
Sylvester 
Thelma Davis 
Betty Campbell 
Perkie Perkins 
Tony Bennett Ore 
Swan Club 
Bob Carney 
Barney Long 
Bob Tolley 
Eddie Blum 
Carney Sis 
Sosmo & Anita 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Margie Smith 
Town Tavern 
Nick Petite 
Betty Behrle 
Renee Ray 
Marty Wayne 
Margie oss 
Len Porker 
Mary Novis 
Trans Atlantic L’ge 


Merry Men 

Bill Bennett 
Venice Grill 

Norma Norton 

Marie Lamont 

Don Romero 

Merrill Sis 

Don Nicholas Ore 


Weber's Hof Brau 
Camden 


Martanite 

Jimmy O'Leary 

Emile Boreo 

Smile & Smiles 

Temple City 4 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Raths’r Eldoradians 

Dave Pierson 
Yacht Club 

Marlene 

Toni Edding 

Dot Sandy 

Anne Tally 

Jack Hutchinson 

Victor Nelson Ore 


PITTSBURGH 


Alpine Lodge 
K Duffy Rev 
W Stoeffler Ore 
Novak & Faye 
Earle & Fortune 
Gayle Robbins 

Arlington Lodge 

Phil Cavezza Ore 

Balcomades 
Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 

Bill Green’s 
E. Hoagland Ore 
Dolores 
Lee Johnson 

Blue Ridge Inn 

Lou Lucky Ore 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Edith Murray 
Hank Whitehouse 
Jean Rae 
Boogie-Woogie Club 
Clinton Ore 


Priscilla Scott 
Cecil Groves 
Bobby Marshall 


Boog Sherman 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 
Cork and Bottle 
Lloyd Fox 
Colonial 
J Spitainy Ore 
Eddie Peyton’s 


Geo Overholt Ore 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 

51 Club 
Max Tarshis 
Pat McCauley 
Linda Cotta 
Sally Rice 
Torchy Cole 
Sherrly Lane 


Margie Norris 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Orc 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Marty Schramm 
4 Kings & Queen 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotei Ith Avenue 
Harty Bigley 
Escorts 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
Jimmy Glover 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Orc 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Continental Bar) 
Billy Catizone 
Lenox Gordon 
Deno Belli 
John Fritz 


| Freddy 





Kennywood Park 
Brad Hunt Ore 
Geanie Regal 
Juggling Jewels 
La Stellas 
Merry-Go-Round 
Howard Baum Ore 
Sally Hughes 
New Hillerest 
George Wells Ore 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
Helene & Violin 
Mare Ballero 
Margo Sis 
Nut House 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Hal & Dolly 
Good & Goodie 
Ted Blake 
Orchard Inn 
Benny Burton Orc 
Oasis 


Al Snyder Ore 
Johnny Wiles 
Pines 


Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Redd’s Cafe 
Rudy Paul Ore 
Paul & Quita 
Eddie Palmer 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Eddies Miller 
Pat McGowan 
Snowball Jackson 
Trelon 
Frank Ramos Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman 
Eddie Metcalfe 
Danny White 
Macy & Brack 
Collette & Barry 
Eleanor Teeman 
Sky-Vue 
Patti Gene 
Will Aschey 
Joey Sims Ore 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 
Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Jack McCarthy 
Burton's Birds 
Jack & Jerry 
Manhattanettes 


Ore 


Victory Lounge 


Reynolds 
Rose 


Webster Hall 
Nelson Maples Ore 
Fashionettes 

West View Park 
Clyde Knight Orc 
Aerial Banet 


Joey 





BIRTHS 


Mr. 


and Mrs. Charles Buck, son, 


Aug. 1, in Salt Lake City. Father is 
director of agricultural programs at 
KDYL, Salt Lake City. 


Mr. 


and Mrs. 


Wally Sandack, 


daughter, in Salt Lake City. Father 
is announcer for KSL; mother is 
Jerry Lane, former woman’s com- 
mentator for KDYL. 


Mr. and Mrs. Robert Beck, daugh- 


ter, in Hollywood, 


a film actor. 


Aug. 2. Father is 


Mr. and Mrs, Lou Schwartz, son, in 


Hollywood, Aug. 5. 
versal cameraman. 


Father is Uni- 


Mr. and Mrs. John Fraser, daugh- 


ter, Aug. 9, in Los Angeles. 


Father 


is NBC announcer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Tozier, son, in 


Milwaukee, 





Aug. 
WTMJ announcer. 
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6. Father is 


Roustabout, Nabbed As 
$200,000 Ringling Fire 
Suspect, Freed as Hoax 


Cleveland, Aug. 11, 


A 16-year-old roustabout, Lama. 
dris Ford, arrested in Pittsburgh, 
confessed that he set off the Ring. 
ling Bros.-Barnum & Bailey circus 
fire here last Tuesday (4), which 
caused an estimated $200,000 in 
damages, but later detectives were 
convinced his confession was a hoax, 


Police picked up Ford off a freight 
train and jugged him when they 
found circus menagerie meal tickets 
in his pockets. Brought back to 
Cleveland, it was discovered that the 
boy had been employed by the cir- 
cus but was discharged on the morn- 
ing of the fire for inefficiency. 


Ford told officers he was so dis- 
gruntled over being fired that he 
and a friend, named as an accom- 
plice, got revenge by tossing lighted 
cigarets into a pile of straw. Story 
was doubted by the police since he 
was unable to repeat his yarn with- 
qt altering it. Suspect was turned 
over to the juvenile court for exam- 
ination. 

Forty-three animals in the me- 
nagerie, the only tent destroyed by 
fire that started only two hours be- 
fore performance time, were either 
burned to death or so seriously in- 
jured that they had to be destroyed 
later. 

Fifteen gallons of ‘Feille,’ a special 
medicant, was rushed by airmail 
from Philadelphia by John Ringling 
North, but it did not save four of 
the pet elephants. ‘Trilby’ died from 
burns twelve hours later, while 
‘Cass’ and ‘Ringling Rose’ had to be 
shot when their sufferings became 
unendurable. A fourth, ‘Rosie,’ was 
killed with police machine-gun bul- 
lets when she went beserk. Frank 
Braden, vet Ringling press agent, 
said the loss was not covered by in- 
surance. North said he hoped to get 
temporary replacements for the me- 
nagerie from various zoos to which 
he had contributed animals, and be- 
gan wiring them for help. 

Both the main tent and the horses’ 
tent escaped fire because of a favor- 
able wind and the fact that they did 
not adjoin the menagerie. Roust- 
abouts also saved Mr, and Mrs. 
Gargantua, the gorillas, by pouring 
water on their air-conditioned cage 
and tent. Within four hours work- 
ers had all evidences of damage 
cleaned up or removed. Evening . 
performance was practically a 
stirring tribute to the cool precision 
of performers and the show-must- 
go-on traditions of circus business. 
Acts that got the biggest hands were 
the pachyderms whose hides showed 
marks of the fire. 

Catastrophe was the worst to hit 
Ringlings in years, although it has 
been struck by several. Nine months 
ago eleven elephants were mysteri- 
ously poisoned. In 1918, 84 circus 
horses were burned to death in 
Huntsville, Ala. A few years be- 
fore that most of the circus rail- 
road cars were burned while on @& 
siding here. The big-top burned 
in 1910 at Schenectady, N. Y. 

Final death score of animals in 


this fire was four elephants, four 
lions, two tigers, 13 camels, two 
Hindu liamas, two giraffes, three 


deer, a puma, nine zebras and two 
gnus. 





Akron a 2-Dayer 
Akron, O., Aug. 11. 

Ringling-Barnum & Bailey of- 
ficials set Akron as a permanent 
two-day stand after playing to ap- 
proximately 35,000 on the four per- 
formances. First night the show put 
crowd on straw, while last night a 
rainstorm at opening time kept the 
show from selling out. Lion, 43d 
animal lost in the Cleveland fire, 
was destroyed here to prevent fur- 
ther suffering. 

Last year’s menagerie top, ship- 
ped from Sarasota quarters, arrived 
Friday morning and was put into 
the air. Wagons being repaired and 
repainted rapidly, while injured 
animals are still being kept in back- 
yard. 

Officials said two new giraffes 
have been obtained from eastern 
dealer and will arrive on show this 
week. 





>. 


Capt. Ates OK Again 
Fort Worth, Aug. 11. 

Roscoe Ates, now a captain in the 
Army Air Corps, is just ending 8 
15-day furlough during which time 
he recuperated from an attack of 
pneumonia. 

He visited here while on his fur- 
lough, having been in this section 
of Texas playing night clubs when 





he enlisted. 




















~~ ve e VV OF 


Ee eas a] YS 


— = 


p 
1 
> 
f 














Wednesday, August 12, 1942 


VARIETY 


63 





—_— 


Literati 





Newspaper Sideshow : 

George DeWitt, former managing 
editor of the Washington Times- 
Herald, returned to that desk Mon- 
day (10) following his recent resig- 
nation from Marshall Field's Chicago 
Sun, where he served in a similar 
capacity, DeWitt quit Cissy Patter- 
son's T-H early in 1941, one of the 
reasons being his resentment of the 
intrusion of Frank C. Waldrop, chief 
editorial writer and foreign editor, 
into his domain, " 


Return of DeWitt is interpreted by | 


the Fourth Estate as an indication 
that the Marshall Field-Patterson 
skirmish will be livelier on the 
Washington front. Drew Pearson, 
author of the Washington Merry-Go- 
Round, will not sue Cissy Patterson 
for the editorial raking he received 
in the ‘Having a Wonderful Time 
series in T-H. Instead he will reply 
in kind via his column, Pearson is 
Mrs. Patterson’s ex-son-in-law and 
krows plenty. 

His column goes into the Wash- 
ington Post this week. Publisher 
Eugene Meyer will locate it on the 
back page of the first section. Post 
plans an extensive promotional cam- 
paign for its new columnist. 


Last week presented a number of 
entertaining sidelights to the current 
battle between Marshall Field’s PM 
and the ‘Patterson-Patterson-Mc- 
Cormick newspaper axis’. Latter 
refers to the N. Y¥. News (Capt. 
Joseph M. Patterson), Washington 
Times-Herald (sister Cissy Patter- 
son) and Chicago Tribune (cousin 
Robert (Bertie) MeCormick.) 


Both Capt. and Cissy Patterson 
tumbled into obvious traps set for 
them by PM, while Col. McCormick 
took a beating in public opinion and 
prints for an attack on Field’s failure 
to enlist. Capt. Patterson’s error 
was in answering the attack on him 
in Congress by Representative Hol- 
land of Pennsylvania. Newsmen 
professed to see the hand of PM in 
Holland’s diatribe. Next day PM 
took its entire front page to an- 
nounce ‘Capt. Patterson Denies He's 
a Fascist.’ Page three was entirely 
blank except for a line in small type 
in the lower right hand corner giving 
Patterson’s answer to the Congress- 
man: ‘Holland is a liar.’ 

Cissy’s reply to PM’s sniping was 
more laugh-provoking. She can- 
celled her subscription—which PM 
gleefully announeed. 

Chi Trib’s remarks about Field’s 
failure to enlist (hes 48) drew a 
most unusual editorialized reply in 
Time mag, which went to the 
trouble to dig up Col. McCormick's 
own war record and compare it with 
Field’s—all to the former’s disad- 
vantage. Time called the ‘Trib’s 
bringing up of the draft issue ‘the 
dirtiest punch the Tribune's incredi- 
ble Bertie McCormick had_ yet 
thrown in his bitter feud with the 
Sun’s fair-dealing Marshall Field. 
The Tribune, gloating over Ralph 
Ingersoll’s ‘shamed’ enlistment in 
the Army had blathered: 

‘"The publicity given to Ingersoll 
as a draft dodger has detracted from 


Marshall Field as a slacker. Field 
Is of age to volunteer. ... The term 


to fit him and all hysterical effem- 
inates is coward.’’ 


Time then went into a comparison | 


of World War I records. Field en- 
listed as a private and rose through 
the ranks to a captaincy before the 
war ended. He was in the hottest 
part of the fighting and the Trib it- 
self praised his war record when he 
came home in 1919. McCormick, 
now 62, had a commission as a 
major fixed up for himself, Time 
stated, by agreeing to retract every- 
thing the Trib had said about the 
then-governor of Illinois. Called to 
service on the Mexican border, ‘he 
leased a hacienda, entertained gen- 
erals. at parties.’ He served as a 
lieutenant colonel and colonel in 
France and was sent to Fort Sheri- 
dan, near Chicago, before the war's 
end. 





SEP’s Big Advertising Drop 

Wartime drop in advertising is re- 
flected in the report of the earnings 
ef the Curtis Publishing Co. in 
Philadelphia @ast week. The net 
earnings for the first six months of 
1942 was only $157,929—a drop of 
$1,422.644 from the corresponding 
period in 1941, Walter D. Fuller, 
president, said the drop was ‘a di- 
rect result of the war, and consti- 
tutes a part of the sacrifice which 
every one is called to make in the 
progress toward victory.’ 

‘Smaller earnings are due to a 
Substantial loss in advertising vol- 


"me and to general increase in 
eile ST aust a ‘ 

sts,’ said Fuller. ‘Many large ad- 
ertisins , 

rising customers have  trans- 


ed their full productive capacity 





to the manufacture of war mate- 
rials.’ 

Fuller also pointed out that price 
of the SEP, the Ladies’ Home Jour- 
nal and the Country Gentleman had 
heen raised in anticipation of an 
advertising slump, and that adver- 
tising rates had been raised effective 
with the July issue. 

Gross operating income for the 
first six months of this year totalled 


| $24,372,019, compared with $26,473,- 
|477 for the corresponding period cf 





last year. Earnings before Federal 
taxes had been deducted were $238,- 
332 as compared with $2,369,590 in 
1941, 

Post’s isolationist tone and publi- 
cation of what many people felt was 
an anti-Semitic series of articles re- 
sulted in a new editorial manage- 
ment and streamlining How much 
the Curtis skid in advertising revenue 
grew out of that is impossible to de- 
termine All mags and newspapers 


| felt a severe decline in ad revenue 


during the first half of 1942, how- 
ever, as consumer goods industries 
converted to war work 


One-Day Cincy Strike 

Cincinnati's dailies missed publica- 
tion for a day last week, due to 
what they announced as ‘an illegal 
and unwarranted strike’ of the In- 
ternational Pressmen’s Union local. 
The Post and Times-Star, afternoon 
papers, were blank Wednesday (5) 
and the Enquirer, morning sheet, 
missed out Thursday (6) after mak- 
ing all editions with a short-handed 
press crew the day before. Presi- 
dent George L. Berry, of the IPU, 
denounced the action of the local 
pressmen’s union and directed im- 
mediate resumption of work. 

The Post, in the Scripps-Howard 
chain, is linked with WCPO, and the 
Times-Star has WKRC as its radio 
affiliate. The Enquirer, sans a 
broadcasting station, ties in with 
Crosley’s WSAI. Each of the pa- 
pers utilized their connecting sta- 
tions to supplement regular news- 
casts with sprinkled 15-minute pe- 
riods devoted to readings of edi- 
torials, feature and regular columns 
and departments, including comic 
strips. 

News and radio staffers handled 
the emergency chores separately and 
in combinations. One unison job 
was by WKRC and Times-Star mik- 
ers and writers on a dramatization 
of the paper’s funnies. No attempt 
was made to air department store 
or other regular newspaper ads. 

Coming without advance warning, 
the public took the no-newspaper 
development in stride. The short- 
notice radio substitute setup was 
generally unsatisfactory. 


WLB May Hear Guild Complaints 
Two N. Y. Newspaper Guild dis- 
putes are in line for War Labor 
Board hearings. In the Journal- 
American fight over the firing of 13 
staffers, the U. S. Dept. of Labor 


'conciliator was unable to make any 


ja negative report 


headway and has returned to Wash- 
ington. where he is expected to file 
The NYNG will 
petition for WLB hearing as soon as 


| the report is in. 


Meantime, the Labor Department 
has filed its report on the NYNG 
dispute with the Associated Press 
over wage negotiations in the N. Y. 
bureau. Milton Murray, American 


| Newspaper Guild prez and a labor 








rep on the WLB panels, has asked 
the WLB to assume jurisdiction. 

Should either of these cases make 
the WLB calendar, it will be the 
first time the WLB has weighed an 
ANG dispute. It’s expected the pub- 
lishers will battle any adverse WLB 
decision to the Supreme Court. 

The last time the ANG tangled 
with the AP, in the early days of the 
Wagener Act. the Supreme Court de- 
cided the famed Morris Watson case 
in favor of the Guild. 


Japs’ ‘GWTW’ 
Jap publishers printed more than 





| 200,000 copies of her ‘Gone With the 
| Wind,’ minus her permission, and her 


only payoff was a doll and kimono, 
authoress Margaret Mitchell told At- 
lanta newsmen. Miss Mitchell said 
she had given doli to the Red Cross, 


with hope it would be sold as curio | 


and money used to fight Japs. ‘Roy- 
alties of that kind are the 
could ask,’ she said. 

Miss Mitchell, now Red Cross 
worker, said she didn’t get a dime 
from Nippon-published ‘GWTW’ re- 
productions and that she never gave 
yellow bellies her okay for any press 
runs. 

Chaze Stery Widely Felt 
liott Chaze’s deathhouse inter- 
Toni Jo Henr; 


El 


stated she was a prostie at 13 and a 
dope addict at 16, focused national 
attention on 


the condemned mur- 

deress. 
Besides being one of the most 
graphic syndicated news features 


(Wide World) of its kind in years, 
it seemingly influenced gubernatorial 
clemency for the convicted woman 
who was given a stay pending fur- 
ther review of her case. Amidst the 
wisecracks and the frank, albeit sor- 
did life story, Mrs. Henry’s esteem 
for the man who treated her with 
heretofore urknown respect and who 
finally married her and gave her a 
decent name, got wide attention be- 
cause of Chaze’s expert reporting. 





Hearst Square Cuts 

New photographic system evident 
in the Los Angeles Examiner, the 
laboratory for Hearst experiments 
since the death of the New York 
American, calls for routine pictures 
to be printed in square one-two-or- 
three column measure. his is a 
revolutionary departure 
old Hearst idea of illustration which 
splashed layouts all over the page 


ture editors to develop gray hairs 
as they hunted strange type_in the 


mortises. 

Current idea is to save freak com- 
position, which costs time and 
money. 





Another Blast at Boake Carter 

The next issue of the Daily Mir- 
ror Guild Unit's shop paper will con- 
tinue to hammer at Boake Carter, 
Hearst columnist, who was the butt 
of a previous edition of the unit's 
paper. In that edition, with PM 
picking-up the story, the unit at- 
tempted to prove that Boake Carter 
was parroting the Ax’s propaganda 
line. 

In a recent column, Carter inferred 
that the Daily Mirror guildsmen had 
edited his copy to obtain documenta- 
tion for their charges. The forth- 
coming issue of the Guild unit’s shop 
paper will show that the Mirror’s 
editorial chieftains, not the Guild 
staffers, edited his copy. 

War Casualty 

War has folded another 
newspaper. 

Circuit Judge A. L. 
week signed an order placing the 
Yorkville Enquirer, published 47 
years at York, S. C., in receivership. 

New daily, Clinton (N. C.) Daily 
Press, launched with H. E. Mabe as 
editor and publisher. Sheet has a 
woman, Mrs. Taft Bass, as associate 
editor. 


Dixie 


Gaston last 


Seattle Times’ Union Loses 
National Labor Relations Board 
officials have ordered the disband- 
ing of the Seattle Times editorial 
and advertising union, United News- 
paper Employees Union. 
Seattle chapter of the Newspaper 


Guild had charged the union was 
‘company dominated.’ 
‘Laura’ Into Play 
Vera Caspary and George Sklar 


have dramatized their mystery yarn, 
‘Laura,’ which Colliers starts se- 
rializing in October and _ which 


three years’ illness as result of a 
motor crash. 

R. Joseph Binford, Jr., once avia- 
tion editor of the Philadelphia Rec- 


ord, died Aug. 5, of a heart ailment 


following a heart attack. 

O. L. Campbell, 90, retired Anox- 
ville, Ill., newspaper publisher, died 
Aug. 8 in Galesburg, II. 

Charles A. Leigh, 65, reporter for 
the Trenton State Gazette, who had 
witnessed all 130 electrocutions at 
the N. J. State Prison, died Aug. 7 


in Trenton. 





finest I | 





financial editor of Buffalo’s Courier- 
Express and Evening News, died 
Aug. 3 in Buffalo. 

Hugh W. Kelly, 64, former owner 
and publisher of the Woodbridge In- 
dependent-Leader, N. J., died Aug. 2 
in Woodbridge. 

Joseph O. Dahl, 48, editorial di- 


re-tor for the Ahrens Publishing Co., | 


N. Y.. died Aug. 4 in Stamford, Conn. 


Guglielmo Ferrero, 71, Italian 
historian, journalist and anti-fascist 
'died last week in Geneva, Switze 


from the | 


in strange ramblings and caused pic- | 


composing room to fit the coek-eyed | 


Houghton Mifflin will publish in 
January. 
Monica McCall has the script for , 
legit. 
LITERATI OBITS 
Douglas C. Mattocks, 42, former 
newspaper advertising executive, | 


died Aug. 1 at Santa Ana, Cal., after | 


Before his death he was engaged in | 


the photographic business in Phila- | 
delphia. 

Howard P. Dimon, 65, for year 
theatrica) and radio eidtor of the 
Press-Union Newspapers of Atlantic 
City, died suddently there Aug. 5 


William Grant Barney, 77, former | 
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ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


lof the times, he turnishes mostly legs count, doing 


swing, all done well. 
‘Rhapsody in Blue’ proves an en- 
thusiasm-provoker to start. 


men’s! own compositions, 
hot. Then Laddy Neill, trumpeter, 
steps out to unloosen pipes on ‘Night 
Is Young’ and ‘Sleepy Lagoon,’ alter- 
nating his tenoring with horn toot- 
ling. He scores. 





The two Martin brothers manipu-/as he admits, but 


late their single puppets in view of 
jthe audience. It’s one of the best acts 
|of its sort ever seen here and it has 
;novelty because the puppets do more 
land different things than most such 
;dolls. 

Dolly Mitchell, the band’s feminine 
singer, is a looker in a, sufficiently 
irevealing gown. In a throaty voice 
ishe has a ‘men-I-love’ medley that 
(suits her well. Four boys from the 
lband join her in a neat ‘Jingle 
| Jangle.’ 

Weed is socko in a piano solo and 
he’s followed by another smash, the 
|Three Murtagh Sisters, lookers whose 
serious and comic. singing, plus 
| clowning, tie up the proceedings in a 
knot. They have their own version 
of ‘Three Little Sisters’ and it’s a 
wow. So, too, is a travesty on grand 
opera. Their classy gowning also 
merits favorable mention. A medley 
|of numbers identified with Whiteman 
bands brings the maestro forth for a 
snatch of violining and Mike Pinga- 
tore for his whirlwind banjoing. It’s 
a strong closer. 

Lower floor completely filled and 
a sizeable overfiow into the balcony 


for the opening matinee. Rees. 
EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


Reported complaint of patrons that 
the newsreels aren't covering the 
war fronts effectively is more than 
justified by the current layout. 
While there is a raft of stuff dealing 
with training of fighters, launching 
of ships, defense plant operations, 
testing of new fighting equipment, 
army personalities, decorations, etc., 
there’s nothing from the actual war 
fronts. The nearest to it is an item 
{from Universal which shows planes 
dropping their eggs on a submarine 
somewhere in the Atlantic 

Show includes two Embassy-pro- 
duced specials which are weekly 
features. Currently, Waverly Root, 
radio news commentator and edi- 
torial writer, is substituting for H. V. 
Kaltenborn as analyst, answering 
three questions sent in by newsreel 
fans. He does a nice job. 

In the other special clip, Tex Mc- 
Crary, editorial writer for N. Y. Mir- 
ror, does commentary on an excel- 
lently-assembled strip of film deal- 
ing with Lt. General Dwight D. ‘Ike’ 
Eisenhower, who's in command of 
our forces in the British Isles. Mc- 
Crary retains his exceptionally ef- 
fective film voice and his commen- 
taries continue to be well writter. 

Among miscellaneous clips are the 
Ringling circus fire in Cleveland 
howing some destroyed animals, 
building of the Alaskan highway, 
Washington trial of Nazi spies on 
|whom sentence was subsequently 
| passed, comeback of the horse in 
| Texas, and roundup of wild ponies 
in the west, Harlem’s toyery with 
| Mavor LeGuardia dedicating it with 
'his usual ‘cuteness,’ huge sheep drive 
and beach fashions. 
| Among personalities caught are 
|Elmer Davis, who speaks briefly in 
connection with a well-done contri- 
bution by Par dealing with war in- 
formation, and Lt. Jack Dempsey, 
who shows some gobs how to defend 
themselves. : 

Sports items are conspicuous by 
their absence. 

‘Great American Divide’ 
travel short, fills out 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Aug. 6. 
Mitzi Green, Hal LeRoy, Leonard 
Sues. Marty May, Art Brown, 
Rhuthm Rockets, Sam Jack Kauf- 
man’s House Orch ‘Beyond the Blue 
Horizon (Par). 





(Col), a 
Char 


The little touch of class born of 
stage experience makes this a pretty 
slick 56 minutes of vaudeville. All 
these entertainers have the ‘know 
how, that pleases audiences, and the 
result is am abundance of show- 
stopping applause. 

Rhythm Rockets open with a 
| southern melodies number that pro- 
vides the only slow tempo of the bill. 
Comes Marty May with a brace of 
nifties to introduce himself as emcee. 
Leonard Sues fa}lows with his 
trumpet. New to this 


nifty way 
Opens with ‘Blue Prelude,’ follows 
with ‘St. Louis Blues’ and as an en- 





Continued from page 55— 


‘Well | encore 
Diggers Hoe Down,’ one of the bands- | which clicked solidly. 
is plenty | 








,; world of assurance and polish and 
| makes the hard taps look eas#¥. Le- 
Roy, like Ray Bolger, makes his long 
rhythms with 
,ease, and he has the nonchalant 
awkward style of the juvenile. His 
was a sitting-down number 


May, vacationing from ‘Best Foot 
Forward’ prior to its fall tour, is an 
unctious comic with a smooth de- 
livery that makes the old ones sound 
; impromptu. His impressiens of radio 
| singers is straight from the cornfield, 
they liked it, 
| Closes with his fiddle in the familiar 
i in January’ hoked-up melody. 

Mitzi Green begins in slow gear 
|with ‘What Do They Think I Am: 
|Follows with ‘Miss You. Really 
goes to town with impressions of 
George M. Cohan, Sophie Tucker and 
, Harry Richman. After a comedy ex- 
change with May, she comes hack for 
‘Beat Me Daddy,’ as Katharine Hep- 
burn and Greta Garbo might do. 
Fast worker and she had them eating 
from her palm at the finish. 

Gene Ford’s own composition, 
‘Rain, is the finale. Tinsel and 
water trimmings went sour me- 
chanically at first show, but has 
sinced been adjusted for spectacular 
shower effect in Rockets number. 
Art Brown, at the console, gets the 
audience in jovial mood with a 
songalog before the trailers open. 
Sam Jack Kaufman’s house band 
provides smooth accompaniment. 





Standees and lockout at first show 
Thursday (6). Arke. 
i eneheememenetemnciamenentnn tn 











Irving Berlin 


Continued from page 








the music publishing adjunct of 
‘Army’ is included in the _ initial 
$500,000, although the music royalties 
are expected to provide income to 
the relief fund for years to come, 
Most of the coin derives from the 
b.o. profits, with weekly grosses run- 
ning up to $48,000. That leaves a 
net of better than $42,000, operating 
costs mainly consisting of only “+e 
$1,200 rent for the Broadway thea- 
tre, wages of stagehands and inci- 
dental expenses. 

WB crowd who will be responsible 
for the filming of ‘Army’ arrived in 
New York from the Coast Monday. 
They included producer Hal Wallis, 
who will see the show three times 
this week; Casey Robinson, who will 
stick around as long as he feels 
necessary, and director Michael Cur- 
tiz, who will also spend most of the 
week at the Broadway theatre. 

Berlin, who not only wrote the mu- 
sic for the show but has a part in 
it, is anxious to go on the extended 
road tour. He’ll have to call it quits, 
however, because he must be in 
Hollywood for a hand in the script- 
ing. WB is anxious to get it in cans 
as soon as possible. Road tour may 
be broken in the middle or before 
by necessity of the cast being in 


Hollywood for the filming. It’s re- 





ported that in addition to the regu- 
lar soldier cast, many pic names now 
in the armed services will be in the 


| film. 


town, the} ye , 

Z asy Ss ‘ | tion o 
brass blower has an easy style andj| " O 
of serving his numbers.| execs and technicians are doing in 


‘Army,’ incidentally, may. have its 
engagement extended for another 
four weeks. Sensational attendance 
continues undiminished and record 
|net earnings for the Army Emer- 
gency Fund are piling up. 

Berlin and A. L. Berman, general 
manager of the show, were in Wash- 
|ington, Monday (10), seeking per- 
i|mission for an extension and it is 
understood Army heads will give 
their answer later in the week. In 
show circles the idea is that ‘Army’ 
could play a year on Broadway. It 
originally set for four weeks, 
but the demand for tickets was so 
great that the time was doubled 


Was 
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Film Unit and began making morale 
films. But again Government red 
tape and disagreement with his ideas 
got in his hair and again he was less 
than satisfied with the post, So 
when it was time to go back into 
the Army, Kanin decided in no un- 
certain fashion that he’d have no 
more to do with official films, but 
would fight the war with a gun. 





20th’s ‘Signal Corps’ 
Hollywood, Aug, 11. 
‘Signa! Corps,’ a filmed explana- 
what so many Holiwood 





} that branch of the service and how 
important it is in the general war 


Earned | program, is slated for early produc- 


Production reins have been turned 
over to Milton Sperling, with John 


core closer, “The Rosary.’ 
five bows and could have stayed!tign py 20th-Fox. 
longer. 
Danced on by the Rockets in a 
spat number, Hal Leroy panicked 
first show with wed 


1 his loose-lit 


nine rT) } ‘ 
Lis 4 ; r a 


Gunther and Michael Uris doing the 
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